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2023 Stewardship Update 
 Already, numerous families have resolved to support 
our church in 2023, captured by the opportunity to give in 
response to a God who has richly blessed us, and by the 
desire to fuel the momentum God is enabling. To date, 
we have received 105 estimates-of-giving for the 2023 
general budget totaling $784,156.00. 
 There is much excitement for what lies ahead for 
2023! If you’d like to be part of that, we hope you will 
consider by contributing though your time, talent, 
treasure and legacy. 

Register Now To 
 
 
 
 

 Kick off the new year with style – perhaps by putting 
on a hairnet and joining in the packing of over 20,000 
meals for some of the world's most vulnerable. On 
Saturday, January 7, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, we will 
be hosting a Rise Against Hunger meal packing 
experience, and the whole family is invited. There are 
jobs for people of all ages and abilities, including jobs for 
those who need/prefer to sit. 
 Sign up now by going to firstchristianwf.com/rah. 

Manners Matter 
 Manners Matter is an 
etiquette program for 5th and 
6th graders taught by the fun 
and energetic Dee King. 
During this program students 
will learn simple etiquette like 
handshakes, introductions, 
small talk, table manners, and 
social media etiquette.  
 Manners Matter will take 
place on Thursday evenings 
beginning January 12 and 
concluding on February 16 from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Cost 
is $100 per student. Registration is open and you will find 
the online registration on the First Christian Church 
website. 

Advent Food Collection 
 As part of the Advent Season of giving, the Outreach 
Ministry is offering an activity for families to contribute one 
small food item per day into a grocery bag to benefit 
Interfaith Outreach Services. A list with a suggested item 
for each day in Advent is attached to a grocery bag and 
available for pickup in the church office. The bags can be 
returned to the church after Christmas and will be 
distributed to Interfaith. This is a fun, and meaningful way 
in which to celebrate the Advent Season. Whether you 
complete your bag, or only add a few items, it will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Christmas Eve at First Christian 
Please join us for our Christmas Eve services: 

3:00 pm     Fellowship Hall      “The Very First Christmas” 
         Children’s Christmas  
         Eve Service with  
         live animals 

6:00 pm     Sanctuary       “Candles, Carols & Communion” 
    & Livestream    Traditional Service 

11:00 pm   Sanctuary       “Candles, Carols & Communion” 
        Traditional Service 

Christmas Mission Market 
 During the All Church Sunday School hour this past 
Sunday, we heard from six amazing outreach partners 
and how the funds collected during the Mission Market 
would impact each of those programs. Through the 
generosity of this congregation, $26,110.00 was made in 
donations to these ministry partners. 

Join us on 
Christmas 

morning at 10:00 
am in Fellowship 

Hall for family 
worship! Children 
are encouraged 
to bring one of 
their new toys/
presents to the 

service. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

What a Friend 
 It’s one of the beloved hymns in our hymnals: 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 

 And then the second verse states: 

Have we trials and temptations?  
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged;  
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful,  
Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness;  
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 The promise behind the words of this hymn is that we 
have a friend in Jesus – one we can relate to as a 
companion on life’s journey. 
 We’ve been looking at the names and titles for Jesus 
this Advent season, and as I was researching another 
“name” of Jesus, I came across a chapter titled “Jesus: 
Friend and Brother” in a book by Fr. Thomas Hopko. Fr. 
Hopko is an Orthodox professor of theology and dean of 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary in Yonkers, New York. I was 
intrigued by his “take” on Jesus as friend, particularly 
given his Orthodox background. 
 He acknowledged that from the beginning: 

Orthodox Christians are, perhaps, most well-
known among all Christians for affirming the 
divinity of Christ, affirming that He is really God’s 
divine Son with the same divinity as God the 
Father, that He is really God in human flesh. We 
relate to Jesus constantly as our Lord and God, 
our Master, our Savior, and our Redeemer. We 
glorify Him to the highest degree… 

But sometimes, in stressing the divinity of Jesus, 
we lose a real sense of His humanity. He was a 
real man. Jesus had all the qualities of being 
human.  He had a human mind, a human body, a 
human soul, human passions (the blameless 
ones, such as hunger, thirst, tiredness), and 
human emotions. He had a human time, a human 
place, a human nationality. At the Incarnation, the 
invisible God became visible. The 
uncircumscribable became circumscribed. The 
immortal became mortal. The all-powerful 
became weak. He became a real human being in 
every way except for sin, without diminishing in 
any way His divinity. 

 In the Incarnation, Jesus “became flesh and dwelt 
among us” (John 1:14). And it’s in this humanity that we 
find Jesus referred to as “friend” and as “brother.” 
 In the Old Testament, those who were God-fearing 
were called the “friends of God” (e.g. Exodus 33:11, 
Isaiah 41:8). This concept carried over to the New 
Testament where Jesus, in the Upper Room, spoke about 
his friends: 

“This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I do not 
call you servant any 
longer, because the 
servant does not know 
what the master is 
doing, but I have called 
you friends, because I 
have made known to 
you everything that I 
have heard from my 
Father. You did not 
choose me, but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one 
another. (John 15:12-17) 

 This passage is sometimes referred to as the 
Eleventh Commandment – the one in which Jesus 
commanded his disciples to love one another in the way 
that he loved them. But by using the word “friend,” Jesus 
provided a particular understanding to how we relate to 
God. Fr. Hopko noted: 

God is our Friend; He is not our enemy. He is not 
hostile to us. He is not our adversary. He is the 
one who is always there. A friend is trustworthy. 
Jesus is not a fair-weather friend. He is not just our 
friend when things are going well; He is also our 
friend when things are going badly. He is our friend 
not only when we do well, but He remains our 
friend even when we sin. 

If you have a really good friend, that person will 
be your friend even when you sin against him, 
even when you offend him. This is how friendship 
is tested. A true friend is there all the time, no 
matter what. A true friend is the one who is always 
at your side, never betraying, never fleeing, and 
never going away, no matter what. 

 The very last words we speak every year on 
Christmas Eve come from the Gospel of John: In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God (1:1). Of the four gospels, it is the 
Gospel of John that is most concerned with stressing 
Jesus’ divinity. That’s why we don’t get the “Christmas” 
narrative in John (the story of Jesus’ birth in a manger). 
But, it’s there. It’s the promise of the Word becoming 
flesh. And the promise of a friend found towards the end 
of that Gospel provides clarity about what Jesus took on 
flesh to do. He came to make it possible for us to be 
”friends of God.” Through Jesus, we become His brothers 
and sisters, and we have God His Father as our Father. 
 So, as we inch closer to Christmas and to a time 
when we sing carols proclaiming Jesus as Emmanuel, the 
Christ, the Savior, the King, the Prince of Peace, the Sun 
of Righteousness, and numerous other titles, perhaps we 
should add What a Friend We Have in Jesus (and the 
lesser known Jesus, Friend of Sinners) to our list of 
carols. Because just like these carols, when we sing about 
the friend we have in Jesus, we’re singing about just why 
Jesus was born. 
         Mark 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

Still Time To Order Poinsettias! 
We are using 100 poinsettias to decorate for 
Advent. If you would like to furnish one in 
memory or honor of a loved one, please fill 
out the form below and return it with your 
check to the church office by 10:00 am this 

Friday, December 16th. The poinsettias are $11.00 each. 
 
Donor ___________________________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of ________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_________ 
 
Total paid__________________________ Cash / Check #___________________ 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
Jan. 4! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 New Testament in a Year: Our next 
gathering to discuss the makeup of the New Testament 
and what we’re reading will take place on Sunday, 
December 18th, at 6:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall and via 
Zoom. 
 

 Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 Group 1 will meet on Monday, December 19th, at 1:00 
pm at Connie Cannedy’s home, 2109 Turtle Creek Rd. 
Group 2 will meet on Tuesday, December 20th, at 6:00 pm 
at the Hibiscus Café, 4114 Burkburnett Rd. 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services:  The December items are tuna and toilet 
tissue. 
 The January items will be canned fruit and canned 
meat (Vienna sausage, spam, chili, tuna, but NO chicken, 
please). 
 Interfaith is in need of regular size paper grocery 
sacks. If you have any to spare, please drop them off in 
the large box on the porch by the Chapel entrance. 
 You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves 
filled by: Donating the monthly items or any type of food 
items directly anytime into the large box on the porch by 
the Chapel entrance. To support Interfaith with a financial 
gift, you may mail your donation to Interfaith (1101 11th 
St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or donate on their website. 
 

 Young Ages Preschool has now begun 
enrolling students for our Young 3’s class. This class is 
specifically designed for those children who turned three 
years old between September 1st and December 31st of 
this year. If you know of anyone looking for a morning 
preschool program for their 3 year old in a loving, 
Christian environment, please tell them about our school. 
The first day of class is January 5, 2023. For more 
information, please contact Alisa Gardner at 692-3640 or 
youngagesschool@yahoo.com. 
 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at Senior Care Rehab is Patt 

Giddings. Released and back home are Jeanna Berry, 
Linda Cook, Curtis Dolberry, Ann Hunter, Clara Mills, and 
Dave Whiting. 

Our sympathies are extended to Joe Vaccarella & 
Family on learning of the death of his mother, Annetta 
Vaccarella, on December 5th. Services were held on 
December 12th in the Sanctuary. 

FCC Swag Shop Makes 
Great Christmas Gifts 

 Get you and your family & friends 
outfitted for Christmas with the latest 
FCC Swag! We've got in stock in the 
church office 2 different types of t-
shirts (sizes S to 5XL); 4 white polo 
shirts (sizes L & XL); and 3 vests 

(sizes L, XL & 2XL). Not only will you look good in this 
gear, it may provide an opportunity for you to share about 
First Christian Church in the community. You never know 
who will see your gear and ask about it! Also check out 
the online swag store on our website: 

www.firstchristianwf.com/swag, and order today! 

Sundays at 
8:40 am | Chapel 

10:45 am | Sanctuary 

Wednesdays at 
The Neighborhood 

6:00 pm | Fellowship Hall 

Fain Sock Tree Items Delivered 

 Thank you to all who donated items to the Fain Sock 
Tree. Kerry & Sharon Roach delivered the items on 
Monday, December 12th, to Fain Elementary School. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Brooke Reid, Director of Youth & Young Adults 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Ashli Fischer, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Elizabeth Ivey, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., Dec. 6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
Neighborhood (Wed., Dec. 7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Sunday School (Sun. Dec. 11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 
Worship (Dec. 11):    8:40am Worship Service . . . . .40 
          10:45am Worship Service . . . . .247 
            Total Worship. . . . . . .317 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $21,040.06 
Sunday Receipts for 12/11/22 $245,765.00 
Through Dec.. 12: Income $1,117,644.72 Expenses $1,031,523.61 
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This Sunday: 
 

“King of Kings” 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 
Dr. Mark Bender 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, December 18, 2022     
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT / CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OFFERING 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
12:00 College Bible Study (Schlotzsky’s) 
5:00 Youth Christmas Party (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
5:00 Young Disciples Christmas Party (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405) 
6:00 New Testament Bible Study (Fellowship Hall & Zoom) 
Monday, December 19, 2022 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
Young Ages Preschool “YAS” Closed Until January 5 
9:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
10:00 FCC Staff Visiting Homebound 
1:00 CWF Group 1 Meeting (Connie Cannedy’s, 2109 Turtle Creek Rd) 
6:30 FCC Family Movie Night: “Elf” (Cinemark Theater) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, December 20, 2022  
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00 FCC Staff Visiting Homebound 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 CWF Group 2 Meeting (Hibiscus Café, 4114 Burkburnett Rd) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups 
Wednesday, December 21, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:15 Sheri Sutton’s Advent Bible Study (Rm 310) 
NO Stretch Class (Parlor) 
5:30 Sheri Sutton’s Advent Bible Study (Rm 310) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402/405) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (Grades 9—Adults) (4902 Andria) 
Friday, December 23, 2022 
9:00 CCF Polar Express Day 
9:00 Youth Leave for Six Flags (Arlington TX) 
Saturday, December 24, 2022      
CHRISTMAS EVE 
3:00 “The Very First Christmas” Children’s Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 “Candles, Carols & Communion” Traditional Service (Sanctuary or  
  Join the Livestream on YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
11:00 “Candles, Carols & Communion” Traditional Service (Sanctuary) 
Sunday, December 25, 2022     
CHRISTMAS DAY 
NO Worship (Chapel) 
NO Sunday School  
10:00 Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
NO Sunday Evening Activities 
Monday, December 26, 2022    
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed for Christmas 
Tuesday, December 27, 2022 
Church Offices will only be open on a “As Needed” basis this week (T-F) 
Children Come First “CCF” Closed Until January 3 
Young Ages Preschool “YAS” Closed Until January 5 
NO FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning 
NO Executive Council Meeting 
NO Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups 
Wednesday, December 28, 2022 
7:00 Elders Breakfast (Rm 405) 
NO Stretch Class 
NO Wednesday Evening Activities 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

12/18: Kerry Roach, Harry Tonemah; Polly Tonemah, Presiding 
12/24 6:00 pm: Cheryl Smiley, Chris Showalter; Dr. Mark Bender, Presiding 
12/24 11:00 pm: David Collins, Alan Freeman; Cindy Hernandez, Presiding 

12/25: Kim Ballard, Dwight Ross III; Jerry Johnson, Presiding 
DECEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Twila Boydson, Dave Clark, Jaidyn “JJ” Johnson, Sheila Reynolds, Karen Watson, 
Ashley & Kyle Burross, Sarah Cook, Curtis Dolberry, Becky Looney, Davidson 
Cook. 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION PREPARATION 
12/18: Karen Watson     12/25: Twila Boydston & Karen Watson 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION VISITATION 
12/18: JJ Johnson     12/25: Karen Watson, Becky Looney 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or “Subscribe 
to Us” on 

Or “Follow 
Us” on 


