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Dominoes Night –
Friday, September 9

Whether you are a parent just starting out with a
family or have been at this a while and are riding out the
teenage years, this six-week course aims to teach
parents, grandparents, or other caregivers, the strategies
and skills to create secure loving relationships with their
children that result in healthy behavior and good decisionmaking. Classes begin Sunday, September 18, from 5:30
– 7:00 pm. Learn more and register online (https://
www.firstchristianwf.com/loveandlogic).

Join your church family and friends for an evening of
Domino's Pizza and dominoes games on Friday,
September 9, at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. There will
be “42,” "straight dominoes," "chicken foot," or "Mexican
Train" to play. Whether you're an expert or a novice, come
join in the fun and fellowship!

Fall 2022 Bible Study

What’s So Amazing About Grace? by Philip Yancey

“Grace is Christianity’s best gift to the
world, a spiritual nova in our midst exerting
a force stronger than vengeance, stronger
than racism, stronger than hate,” writes
Yancey in his book, What’s So Amazing
About Grace? But this grace is shocking.
According to Jesus in Matthew 9:12-13, “It
is not the healthy who need a doctor, but
the sick. But go and learn what this means:
‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
In this study, Yancey explores the concept of grace
and searches for its presence in his own life and in the
church. Grace is something the world cannot duplicate
and the one thing it craves above all else. Discover how
to become a living answer to a world that desperately
needs grace.
Join Sheri Sutton for this 7-week study beginning
September 21, 2022 at 10:15 am. For in-person, gather in
Room 310. Also, a Zoom option will be offered with the
sign-in information available before the first session.
In addition to the Participant’s Guide, which is available in the church office for $10.00, and to help lead our
discussions, we will watch a 15-20 minute video presentation each session. Please call the church office at (940)
692-2282 to register and order your book.

Make Your Mark
Dr. Mark R. Bender
Senior Minister

Loan Forgiveness and the Bible

As most of you know, last week, President Biden
announced a plan which included provisions for the forgiveness
of student loan debt. I was fortunate to make it out of my
undergraduate years with very little student debt. But, I took out
some student loans for my Masters of Divinity degree (at TCU)
and my Doctor of Ministry degree (at SMU). Likewise, we
benefited from loan opportunities when Jodi went to law school
and when Chelsea and Abby went to college. Yes, we had some
savings in place for these opportunities, including a 529 plan,
and were fortunate to benefit from scholarships and other forms
of assistance. But, student loans have been a part of our reality
for many years.
As someone who knowingly took on this responsibility, and
who has diligently been paying this back, I know the joy that
comes when a student loan is paid off. But I’m also old enough
to know that the cost structure for higher education has changed
over the years. Decreasing funding for higher education and the
increasing availability of college funding through loans, including
predatory financing, has made student loans an increasingly
larger part of life for a good number of Americans.
When last week’s proposal was announced, I saw many
jump on social media to voice opinions on the measure. Many
were excited about the announcement. This included Christians
who were quick to suggest that loan forgiveness was biblical. I
saw Deuteronomy 15:1 cited often: “Every seventh year you
shall grant a remission of debts.” But others were not happy with
this proposal, suggesting that it does not properly address
responsibility and equity.
I’ve saw Christians in this
camp cite Psalm 37:21:

“The wicked borrow, and
do not pay back.”

Good and faithful
Christians
can
have
differing opinions on this
issue (and other issues).
I’ve devoted several Make Your Mark columns this summer to
the notion of affording a “good faith assumption” to someone
who thinks differently than you – the presupposition that they are
just as serious about God, and what's right, and what's good,
and what's true, as I am. And, frankly, my opinion on this topic
has changed over the years. But, as you think about the notion
of loan forgiveness, I think it is helpful to know some of what the
Bible says about loan forgiveness.
Roger Nam, a professor of Hebrew Bible at Candler School
of Theology (Emory), was a financial analyst before he became
a Biblical scholar. Nam recently wrote a piece on this topic of
loan forgiveness:

For most of biblical history, money had not yet been
invented. Economic decisions on issues like vocation,
housing and marriage were largely predetermined
according to kinship needs. A household’s greatest
asset was a modest plot of land. Agriculture dominated
economic production.
Bible verses in regard to loan forgiveness must be
interpreted in this context. Both testaments show that
loans were common. But these loans were largely
directed at subsistence survival. Agrarian life was
unstable and subject to the whims of rainfall.
Pestilence was a constant worry. In this setting, loans
were a safety measure to provide some degree of
economic protection for households during years of
crisis. Ideally, a family could borrow silver or grain with
the hope that the excess from the next harvest could
pay back the loans.

But people frequently defaulted. Droughts could last
multiple years in Israel. Wars could deplete labor
supply while also destroying crops as a casualty of
siege combat. Kings could levy burdensome taxes. In
times of financial duress, people turned to loan
agreements. Often they had egregiously high interest
rates, as households were desperate for provisions.
Total debt would increase exponentially. There were no
bankruptcy protections, and upon death, loans would
just pass to the next generation. Loan default would
lead to enslavement.
Within this context, Deuteronomy 15:1 presents an
alternative to the debt cycle, calling for a regular
“remission,” or forgiveness. The passage gives
justification to this debt easement, “Because the Lord is
sure to bless you” (Deuteronomy 15:4b). The wider
context of Deuteronomy states that obedience to God
and the commitment to one’s neighbor is central to the
covenant with God. A similar spirit of compassion as a
component of the divine covenant appears in other
debt relief laws in the Torah, such as Exodus 22:25,
Leviticus 25:35 and Deuteronomy 20:19… [And,] this
spirit of compassion undergirds the line from the most
famous prayer of the Gospels, “And forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matthew
6:12).
While acknowledging that the Bible knew nothing of college
student loans, Nam also addressed Psalm 37. He recognized
that this psalm is a different genre and context from the debt
relief scriptures of Deuteronomy. Psalm 37:

…is poetic, with charged language and rich imagery. This
Psalm addresses those who suffer due to the
“wicked” (37:1ff). These “wicked” torment the
marginalized, specifically those who are “poor and
needy” (37:14). “The wicked borrow, and do not pay
back” (37:21) is neither a command nor a proverb, but
just an observation about these “wicked” people, who
cause violence and oppress. Whatever one can
extrapolate in relation to student loan forgiveness, it is
inaccurate to equivocate the “wicked” as someone
struggling under mounting student debt. Rather, in this
Psalm, God is comforting the one who is oppressed.
One of the things I learned about early in my seminary
career is the danger of proof-texting – of selecting one verse out
of the Bible to support a particular opinion. Unfortunately, this
happens far too often in our political and social discourse. As
Nam concludes:

We should not treat the Bible like an enormously thick
reference textbook, looking for the singular verse to
weaponize against ideological opponents. The Bible is
so much more sophisticated and complex and nuanced
and mysterious. The Bible is not even a book, but a
collection of books, written and edited over many
centuries in three different languages across three
different continents. Our readings of the Bible should be
sensitive to the diverse perspectives and unique
historical contexts within said readings. Taking one
single verse to support or protest any modern legislation
violates the very character of the Bible.
As Disciples, one of our principles of identity is the centrality
of scripture, recognizing that each person has the freedom – and

the responsibility – to study God’s Word within the community of
the church. What this principle suggests is that we should read

the Bible in community with others so that we can generously
pay attention to those who may understand the same text in
different ways. That’s how we’ll begin to appreciate the biblical
values that should inform our perspective(s) on student debt
relief and many other issues.
Mark

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
The Church Building, Offices
& All Programs
will be closed on
Monday, September 5th

Sundays at
8:40 am | Chapel
10:45 am | Sanctuary

Christian Women’s Fellowship Luncheon
Program: Faith in our Community Continued
Monday, September 12, 2022
11:45 am Fellowship Hall
Speaker: Brooke Reid,
FCC Director of Youth & Young Adults
Her topic will be “My Faith Journey That
Led Me To This Community”.

Wednesdays at

The Neighborhood

6:00 pm | Fellowship Hall

The CWF Board will meet at 10:30 am in
Room 310 prior to the Luncheon.

Church Board Meeting
Thursday, September 15th,
at 7:00 pm
in the Fellowship Hall

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on
Sept. 14! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday.

Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach
Services—September 4: The September items

will be bags of dried beans and packets of oats (like 10-20
packets in a box that you make one packet for breakfast).
Interfaith is in need of regular size paper grocery
sacks. If you have any to spare, please drop them off in
the large box on the porch by the Chapel entrance.
You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves
filled by: Donating the monthly items or any type of food
items directly anytime into the large box on the porch by
the Chapel entrance. If you would like to support Interfaith
with a financial gift, you may mail your donation to
Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or
donate on their website.

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! Bring a
friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
on Friday morning, September 9th, from 7:00-8:00 am, at
the Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy.
Journey Through Scripture will resume on
Sunday, September 11th, at 9:30 am in the Parlor.
New

Testament

in

a

Year:

Our next
gathering to discuss the makeup of the New Testament
and what we’re reading will take place on Sunday,
September 11th, at 6:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall and via
Zoom.

Member News:

Hospitalized: no one. Released and back home are
Ashley Burross, David Gately, Howard Morris and Mike
Spiller Jr..
Congratulations to Abby & Nathan Van De Vyvere
on the birth of their son, Owen Alexander Van De Vyvere,
on August 19th. Owen Alexander weighed 6 lbs. 5 oz. and
was 20 3/4 inches long. Proud grandparents are Kay
Sabine and David Sabine.

College Bible Study – Thursday Evenings

The arrival of students at MSU and Vernon College
means that our College Bible Study is in full swing. Join
Brooke and fellow students on Thursday evenings at 6:00
pm for a delicious meal and fellowship. To keep up with
the latest activities for college students, be sure to follow
the FCC Wichita Falls College Ministry on Instagram
(@fccwf_college).

Reconnecting Community CCSW Regional Assembly

Every other year, the regional manifestation of our
church – the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the
Southwest (CCSW) - gathers for a time of worship,
learning, and community, as well as to conduct the
business of the Region. On October 14 and 15, the
CCSW Regional Assembly will take place at Central
Christian Church in San Antonio, centering on
"Reconnecting Community" as participants Re-Member
our common ground in God's grace, Re-Ignite our passion
for collaboration and connection, and Re-Focus our
attention to the call God has placed before us beyond all
that the last two years has given us.
You have the opportunity to join in Regional Assembly
either in-person or online. Learn more about the
assembly, featured speakers, the daily schedule, and how
to register at: ccsw.org/ra22.
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September Scripture Readings

Romans 8:35-39
Psalm 9:9-20
John 14:1-4
Matthew 14:22-31
John 4:1-15
1 Peter 5:6-11
Ephesians 5:19-21
Genesis 22:1-14
James 4:13-17
John 17:20-26
2 Corinthians 4:7-12, 16-18
Ecclesiastes 9:7-10
Romans 15:1-6
John 11:25-36
Ephesians 4:1-13
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Psalm 105:1-4
Exodus 4:10-17
Hebrews 4:12-16
1 John 3:16-24
Matthew 5:1-12
Luke 10:38-41
Jeremiah 31:1-6
Isaiah 66:10-13
Genesis 1:20-23
Isaiah 55:8-13
Psalm 121:1-8
James 5:13-16
John 13:1-17
Mark 5:21-43
Revelation 21:1-5

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Young Ages Preschool

Young Ages Preschool will begin this Wednesday,
August 31st. There are still a few openings available for 4
and 5 year olds. We offer a half day, morning preschool
program, in a loving Christian environment with
experienced teachers. At Young Ages, learning is fun, age
-appropriate, and hands-on!
If you are interested or would like more information
about our wonderful program, please email questions to
youngagesschool@yahoo.com. You can also contact our
Director, Alisa Gardner at 692-3640.

Thank You!!

Dear Church Family,
To see the faces of the students at Midwestern when
they received their welcome baskets was an amazing
thing. Thank you First Christian, you came through again
on a very important and exciting project that is almost
indescribable. We had 17 early arrivals who came to the
church to pick up their baskets. There were about 60
students that came from orientation to a classroom where
we were to get their baskets. Extra baskets for the
athletes and students arriving a little later were sent to the
office of Global Education, who were extremely
impressed with what we had done for these young adults.
The expressions on these kids faces and the thank you's
we received were so heart warming; but it took all of us to
make it as successful as it was. Thank you again and
again for all you did to make this project possible, for
coming and sharing your time in meeting them and
helping them get to their apartments. They all know we
are Christians by our love and how we pass it on. Thank
you.
Your World Outreach Committee

Sunday Worship Is Available
On The Church Website!

Our Sunday Morning Worship Service is available
directly on our church website at:
www.firstchristianwf.com

Young Disciples Choir

Young Disciples Choir will kick off
Sunday, September 11th, at 5:00 pm in
the choir room! Students who are
Kindergarten thru 5th grade are invited
to participate.

Stretch Class

Wednesdays
If you are interested in increasing
your flexibility and implementing
relaxation into your midweek routine,
join us in the Parlor at 1:00 pm on Wednesdays for the
Stretch Class.
The class cost is a donation of $20 per month. Bring
your yoga mats and stretch bands! If you don't have
either, we have some available at the church. Everyone
is welcome, so feel free to bring a friend!

Sign up to receive text alerts to your phone.
Want to keep updated on what is happening at First
Christian Church? Receive important reminders? Text
ALERTS to 940-310-5673.
Opt in to receive text updates such as weather
closures, upcoming special events, registrations, and
more. You can opt out at any time, Simply reply STOP.

Standard text messaging charges may apply based
on your provider service plan or contract.

First Christian Church Swag Shop

Get outfitted with the latest FCC Swag! We’ve got t-shirts, polo shirts, denim shirts, button downs, and vests, with
more on the way in the coming months.
Not only will you look good in this gear, it may provide an opportunity for you to share about First Christian Church in
the community. You never know who will see your gear and ask about it!
Choose your style and order your swag today!
Items In Stock:

50/50 Co on/Poly T‐Shirt

Sizes S-5X
$7.50

Items Available for Order:

100% Poly T‐shirt

Sizes S-4X
$10.00

Long Sleeve Poplin Twill Shirt

Sizes S-4X
$30.00

Long Sleeve
Denim Shirt

Sizes S-4X
$30.00

Short Sleeve 100%
Poly Polo

Sizes S-4X
$25.00

Sleeveless So
Shell Vest

Sizes S-4X
$45.00

For proper fitting, some sample sizes are available in the church office. Come try one on and order today!
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Kalyn Dabbs
Jim Hogan
Richard McQuiston
Devin Ford
Mary Claire Gentry
Robert Rafuse
Slate Westbrook
Dave Hartman
Cindy Hernandez
Linda Hollabaugh
Rebecca Ferguson
Rita Goodwin

11 Shirley King-Wilson
Howard Morris
12 Alli Cobb
Joan Stodghill

25 Weylin Miller
Russell Wilson

15 Kathy Bauer
Ronnie James

26 Jeana Brunson
Maverick Jarmakovitz
Donna Long
Craig Reynolds
Sherri Webb

16 Kevin Ballard
Mike Murdock

27 Carol Nowell
Alek Warton

18 Linda Cook

28 Priscilla Gibson
Doug Kunkle
Tiffany Sparks

14 Brandon Pontius

6

Charles Reaves
Paige Schroeder

19 Jon Earley
Hailey Wilks

8

Mark Koch

20 Misty Hartley

9

Katie Edgemon
Patricia Wearth

21 Jim Owens
Mary Kathryn Tanner
Sherrie Vaccarella

10 Addison Wineinger

23 Lillian Johnson

29 Dana Givens
MaKayla Mays
Grace Reynolds
30 Gidget Pettibon

22 Sandra Ross

2

Melinda & Charles Reaves

22 Nancy & Allan Jirik

6

Debbie & Mark Turnbow

8

Jeana & Jack Brunson
Robin & Darrell Stewart
Ashley & Brandon Warton

24 Carla & Nathan Moran
Emily & Andy Wilson

9

Sheri & Mark Sutton

26 Shelly & Chuck Dalton
29 Amy & Chris Churchill

16 Shirley Craft & Kenn Hill

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office,
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list!

This Sunday:
“For Thine Is...”
1 Chronicles 29:10-21
Dr. Mark Bender

SERVING SUNDAY
ELDERS

9/4: Cindy Hernandez, Scot Hafley; Kerry Roach, Presiding
9/11: Craig Reynolds, Cheryl Smiley; Richard Phillips, Presiding

SEPTEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS

Twila Boydston, Dave Clark, Jaiden “JJ” Johnson, Sheila Reynolds, Karen Watson,
Ashley & Kyle Burross, Sarah Cook, Curtis Dolberry, Becky Looney, Josh Miller,
Davidson Cook.

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION PREPARATION
9/4: Josh Miller & Curtis Dolberry

OPPORTUNITIES

9/4: Twila Boydston, Josh Miller, Curtis Dolberry
9/11: Dave Clark, JJ Johnson

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .

Church Number
940-692-2282
FAX Number 940-696-3085
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister
692-2282
Brooke Reid, Director of Youth & Young Adults
692-2282
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries
692-2282
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries
763-8515
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator
691-7265
Ashli Fischer, Director of Children Come First
687-2231
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School
692-3640
Elizabeth Ivey, Common Ground Recovery Ministries
337-1712
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary
Tina Williams, Financial Secretary
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant
Debbie Watson, Organist
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media

FOR THE RECORD. . .

CGRM: (Tues., Aug. 23) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Neighborhood (Wed., Aug. 24) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33
Sunday School (Sun. Aug. 28) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Worship (Aug. 28): 8:40am Worship Service . . . . . .37
10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 180
Total Worship. . . . . . . 250
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week
$21,040.06
Sunday Receipts for 8/28/22
$2,784.00
Through Aug. 29: Income $587,832.74
Expenses $704,681.30

Don’t Forget
to “Like Us”
on

Or “Follow
Us” on

Or “Subscribe
to Us” on
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Sunday, September 4, 2022
PANTRY SUNDAY
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or
Facebook.com/FCCWF)
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rms 402/405)
Monday, September 5, 2022
LABOR DAY
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed
Tuesday, September 6, 2022
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (Tu-F)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (Tu-F)
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310)
6:30 CCF Staff Meeting (Rm 310)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups
Wednesday, September 7, 2022
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405)
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300)
1:00 Stretch Class (Parlor)
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) Rm 402/405)
6:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
7:00 Chancel Choir (Grades 9—Adults) (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, September 8, 2022
6:00 College Bible Study (TBA)
Friday, September 9, 2022
7:00 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy)
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300)
6:00 Family & Friends Gatherings (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday, September 11, 2022
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or
Facebook.com/FCCWF)
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
5:00 Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall)
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405)
6:00 New Testament Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
Monday, September 12, 2022
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (W-F)
9:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
10:30 Christian Women’s Fellowship “CWF” Board Meeting (Rm 310)
11:45 CWF Luncheon (Fellowship Hall)
5:30 ComTech Ministry Meeting (Rm 310)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, September 13, 2022
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310)
6:00 Membership Ministry Meeting (Rm 222)
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 310)
6:00 World Outreach Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Rm 200
Wednesday, September 14, 2022
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405)
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300)
1:00 Stretch Class (Parlor)
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402/405)
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
7:00 Chancel Choir (Grades 9—Adults) (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, September 15, 2022
10:00 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
6:00 College Bible Study (TBA)
7:00 Church Board Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Friday, September 16, 2022
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300)
10:00 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
5:00 MSU Mustang Meal (Fellowship Hall)

9/11: Ashley & Kyle Burross

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION VISITATION

