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Giveaway for 
MSU International Students 

 Once again we have the opportunity of welcoming 
new students to Wichita Falls and MSU by putting 
together baskets of items to help them get started. This 
year we will be partnering with First Presbyterian Church 
who has graciously accepted this opportunity with us. 
Some students will be in apartments and some in the 
dorms. MSU is anticipating a larger group of students this 
year. The giveaway will be Thursday, August 18th, after 
orientation. Baskets will be available to pick up in the 
office and fill later. Watch for more information to come as 
we receive it. If you have any questions, you may call Kim 
Ballard or Linda or Larry Carr. If you would like to start 
purchasing items for the baskets, the items needed are 
listed below. Thank you First Christian for your support. 
 
Sheets: Dorm - twin long set   or   Apartment - queen set 
Pan: Dorm - microwaveable bowl   or 
   Apartment - skillet or saucepan 
 
Both Dorm & Apartment: 
 Towels - 1 large, 1 small, 1washcloth 
 Flatware - 2 each - fork, spoon, knife 
 Blanket or throw   Large serving bowl 
 Dinner Plates - 2   Small Bowls - 2 
 Drinking Glasses - 2   Mugs - 2 
 Kitchen knife    Large spoon or spatula 
 Kitchen towel    Standard Pillow 
 Bath soap     Dish Detergent 
 Toothbrush     Toothpaste 
 

Please return your baskets on Sunday, August 14th. 

Young Ages Preschool 
 The beginning of school is approaching fast!! Young 
Ages Preschool will begin on Wednesday, August 31st. 
There are a few openings available for 3, 4 and 5 year 
olds. We offer a half day, morning preschool program, in a 
loving Christian environment with experienced teachers. 
At Young Ages, learning is fun, age-appropriate, and 
hands-on!  
 We also have several job opportunities this school 
year. We are looking for a secretary to work in the office 
Monday – Friday 8:30-12:30 as well as caring, 
experienced individuals to fill in as Substitute Teachers. 
We are also looking for a fun, energetic person to be our 
Music Teacher! Music class is every Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 10:00 - 11:00.  
 If you are interested or would like more information 
about our wonderful program, please email questions to 
youngagesschool@yahoo.com. You can also contact our 
Director, Alisa Gardner at 692-3640. 

Volunteers Needed to Help with 
Roller Skates Repairs 

 Brooke will be repairing our roller 
skates in the youth room at 2:30 pm this 
Friday, August 5th. She has all of the 
needed parts and help from the owners 
of Sand Beach Skate to show us what 
needs to be done. Now, all she needs is 
your help! If you are interested in 
helping repair our roller skates, let 

Brooke know that you will be there, or contact her with 
any questions you have. 

Join the Choir! 

 Chancel Choir begins again Wednesday, August 17, 
at 7:00 pm in Stratten Hall. We rehearse several anthems 
each week to prepare for worship, and choir is open for 
those from high school to senior adult. If you like singing, 
enjoy fellowshipping with others, and like serving in 
worship, choir is for you! You don't have to have a "solo" 
voice, just a desire to make a joyful noise! We hope to see 
you on August 17! 

Backpack Blessing 
 Students are encouraged to bring their school 
backpacks to worship on Sunday, August 14th! We will do 
a Backpack Blessing during Children's Message. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

A Lost Art (Part 2) 
Difference is inevitable. Division is a choice. 

 In Part 1 of A Lost Art (Christian Challenger, July 6, 
2022), I noted that, in many cases, we’ve lost the art – the 
ability – to look at an issue in more than one way. These 
days, it is easier to filter every news story (or issue) through 
our particular lens(es) – through the particular way(s) we 
view the world. Because we see “it” that way, we believe our 
viewpoint is the only correct one, with very little room for 
thinking otherwise. While there are numerous difficulties 
with this kind of thinking, for Christians, there is a larger 
issue: who is the Lord of our lives? Too often, we relegate 
Jesus to the role of forgiver of our sins rather than the King 
of our lives. And when that happens, Andy Stanley wrote 
recently, we open the door to lesser kings. Thrones never 
remain empty long. 
 While there are numerous things that could be said 
about this larger issue of lordship, I want to focus on one 
aspect of how we as Christians can respectfully approach 
the fragmentation we see in society and among our sisters 
and brothers. I think the first step to reducing the polarizing 
division that we see almost everywhere is to begin with a 
“good faith assumption” about a person who thinks 
differently than I do. The fact is, Christians on all points of 
the political spectrum act as if the specific conclusion they 
have personally drawn on a pressing social question is the 
only legitimate “Christian” option when, in fact, Christians of 
equally “good faith” and sincere conscience can, and quite 
often do, draw very different conclusions.  
 David VanDrunen, a professor of Systematic Theology 
at Westminster Seminary in Escondido, California, explains 
how this happens. Nowhere does “Scripture set forth a 
political policy agenda or embrace a particular political 
party.” And, R. Scott Clark, one of VanDrunen’s colleagues 
points out, “The Bible is not intended to be used as a 
textbook for civil policy any more than it is intended as a 
‘playbook for sports.” Professor VanDrunen concludes, 
“When it comes to supporting a particular party, or 
candidate, or platform, or strategy – individual believers have 
the liberty to utilize the wisdom that God gives them to make 
decisions they believe will be of most good to society at 
large.” 
 An important part of the “wisdom” that God has given us 
to make our decisions that we think will be of the most good 
to society at large are the “general principles” found of the 
second table of God’s law (Exodus 20:12-17) – the table 
concerned with “loving neighbor as self”: Honor your father 
and your mother… You shall not murder… You shall not 
commit adultery… You shall not steal… You shall not bear 
false witness against your neighbor… You shall not covet... 
 But, as Jason Stellman points out, “there is a big 
difference between a moral principle and the implementation 
of that moral principle.” Just because we agree on a point of 
ethics, that doesn’t mean that we will agree on what to do 
next. And because that is the case, we at least need a way 
to engage with others that doesn’t immediately dismiss their 
viewpoint or call their faith or character into question. 
 Harold Heie, the Founding Director of the Center for 
Christian Studies at Gordon College, began a movement for 
what he called “respectful conversation” among Christians. 
Believing that Christians are called to plant tiny “seeds of 
redemption” on earth (Matthew 13:31-32), Heie holds that 
Jesus Christ intends for the church to be a place where 

people who have different convictions about the hot-button 
issues of the moment can still sit down together to talk 
honestly and civilly with 
one another, and to still 
relate to each other 
lovingly. From his 
experience of brokering 
“respectful 
conversations,” Heie 
suggests that there are 
three preconditions 
Christians must be committed to if we are to maintain and 
extend “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Ephesians 4:3). 
 The first precondition is humility. “Respectful 
conversations” are only possible when we humbly admit that 
other people are going to have different points of view that 
we really need to hear and to try to understand. As a “finite, 
fallible human being, I do not fully understand the truth as 
God knows it, and so I can always learn from conversation 
with others,” and they can learn from me. There can be no 
respectful conversation and no maintenance of the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace if I begin by thinking or 
saying, “I have the truth, you don’t,” so agree with me or go 
away, or else I will. 
 The second precondition is patience. Heie likes to say 
that he is “on pilgrimage.” He says that as he walks through 
his life, “faithful to his present understanding of how he 
should think and act as a Christian,” that he also 
understands and fully appreciates the fact that “the very 
process of walking is going to lead him to further insights 
about how it is that he should be walking.” In other words, 
we are all being formed spiritually, and if this is the case, 
we’ve got to be patient with ourselves and with each other 
as together we continue to grow in conscience and 
conviction. Likewise, we have to resist the constant impulse 
to walk away from each other when we disagree. Doing so 
cuts short the very process by which we all will continue to 
grow and change. 
 Finally, the third precondition is love. It’s easy to feel 
comfortable with and feel like we have more in common with 
people we see eye to eye with on things. It’s much trickier 
for us to love each other when we disagree on a matter of 
conscience and conviction. Yet, this is exactly the kind of 
love that the world will notice because it’s just so rare these 
days. What is much more common is having people lining up 
on opposite sides of the street (or the screen) to hurl insults 
and throw elbows at each other when we disagree. But, 
when people come down on opposite sides of a question 
about which they have carefully and prayerfully settled 
conclusions that involve passionate feelings, and they, 
nevertheless, choose to stay in relationship with people who 
have arrived at the opposite conclusion prayerfully and 
carefully and with the same deep feelings, despite how hard 
it is to do, they are giving concrete and costly expression to 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
 The one question we ask of you when you join First 
Christian Church is this: “Do you believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God, and your Lord and Savior.” 
If Jesus is Lord (the King of your life) and the Savior of the 
world (meaning you and every other person you meet is 
someone Christ died for), then it’s time for us as Christians 
to mirror, not the concerns of our political party or our 
various lenses, but to mirror the concerns of our Lord and 
Savior. And affording a “good faith assumption” to others 
with humility, patience, and love is one way we can reflect 
that kind of concern. 
          Mark 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
August 17! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 Journey Through Scripture is taking a break 
during the month of August and will resume on Sunday, 
September 11th. 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services - August 7: Interfaith is in need of regular 
size paper grocery sacks. If you have any to spare, 
please drop them off in the large box on the porch by the 
Chapel entrance. 
 The August collected items are Spaghettios and toilet 
paper. 
 You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves 
filled by: Donating the monthly items or any type of food 
items directly anytime into the large box on the porch by 
the Chapel entrance. If you would like to support Interfaith 
with a financial gift, you may mail your donation to 
Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or 
donate on their website. 
 

 New Testament in a Year: Our next 
gathering to discuss the makeup of the New Testament 
and what we’re reading will take place on Sunday, August 
7th, at 6:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall and via Zoom. 
 

 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! Bring a 
friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 
on Friday morning, August 12th, from 7:00-8:00 am, at the 
Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy. 
 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at Encompass Rehab is Peggy Fitts; 

at Advanced Rehab is Joan Stodghill. Released and back 
home is Gary Cook, Carol Nowell, Clyde Williford. 

We extend our sympathies to Rick Appling & Lou 
Murdock & Families on learning of the death of Rick’s 
aunt and Lou’s cousin, Sue Nunn. Sue passed away on 
July 17th in Webster TX. A Celebration of Life is tentatively 
planned for Thursday August 18th, from 5:00-7:00 pm at 
the Butterfly Pavilion at River Bend Nature Center. 

Our sympathies are extended to Duane & Dixie 
Williams on learning of the death of Duane’s brother, 
Dwight Williams, on July 14th in the Philippines. 

Our condolences are extended to the family of 
former FCC member, Vida Little. Vida passed away on 
July 8th in Arlington TX. Services will be held on Saturday, 
August 27th, at 11:00 am at First Christian Church, 910 S 
Collins St, Arlington TX 76010. Burial will be in Benton IL 
on September 24th. 

FCC Swag Shop 
 Get outfitted with the latest FCC 
Swag! We've got t-shirts, polo shirts, 
denim shirts, button downs, and vests, 
with more on the way. Not only will you 
look good in this gear, it may provide an 
opportunity for you to share about First 
Christian Church in the community. You 
never know who will see your gear and 

ask about it! Check out the online swag store on our 
website, www.firstchristianwf.com/swag, and order today! 

Stretch Class 
Has Resumed on 

Wednesdays 
 Stretch Class is back! If you are 
interested in increasing your flexibility 

and implementing relaxation into your midweek routine, 
join us in the Parlor at 1:00 pm on Wednesdays. 
 The class costs $5 per session. Bring your yoga 
mats and stretch bands! If you don't have either, we have 
some available at the church. Everyone is welcome, so 
feel free to bring a friend! 

Sundays at 
8:40 am | Chapel 

10:45 am | Sanctuary 

Wednesdays at 
The Neighborhood 

6:00 pm | Fellowship Hall 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Brooke Reid, Director of Youth & Young Adults 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Ashli Fischer, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Elizabeth Ivey, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., July 26) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9 
Neighborhood (Wed., July 27) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19 
Sunday School (Sun. July 31) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 
Worship (July 31):    8:40am Worship Service . . . . . .36 
          10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 225 
            Total Worship. . . . . . . 280 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $21,040.06 
Sunday Receipts for 7/31/22 $7,857.00 
Through July 31: Income $524,698.27 Expenses $646,758.28 
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This Sunday: 
 

“Thy Will Be Done” 
Mark 1:14-15 

Dr. Mark Bender 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, August 7, 2022   
PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405) 
6:00 New Testament Bible Study (Fellowship Hall & Zoom) 
Monday, August 8, 2022 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
10:30 Christian Women’s Fellowship Board Meeting (Rm 310) 
5:30 ComTech Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022  
10:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
6:00 Membership Ministry Meeting (Rm 222) 
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 World Outreach Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups 
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Rm 200) 
Wednesday, August 10, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Parlor) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
Friday, August 12, 2022 
7:00 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy) 
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
5:00 CCF Meet the Teacher (Classrooms) 
Sunday, August 14, 2022   
PROMOTION SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
     Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 5-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405) 
Monday, August 15, 2022    
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (W-F) 
9:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, August 16, 2022 
10:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
12:00 Evangelism Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Faith Formation Ministry Meeting (Zoom) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
Wednesday, August 17, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Parlor) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (Grades 9—Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, August 18, 2022 
6:00 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, August 19, 2022   
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

8/7: Sandra Ross, Dwight Ross III; Craig Reynolds, Presiding 
8/14: Kerry Roach, Harry Tonemah; Polly Tonemah, Presiding 

AUGUST DIACONATE SERVERS 
Jodi Bender, Bob & Mary Carlton, Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Ashley Warton, 
Terry Burross, Lee Bybee, Claudine Farrell, Ann Kable, Sherry Martin, Curtis 
Sullivan, Christopher McKenzie, Bentley Ware. 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION PREPARATION 
8/7: Claudine Farrell & Ann Kable        8/14: Sherry Martin & Christopher McKenzie 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION VISITATION 
8/7: Jodi Bender, Vicki Kunkle, Curtis Sullivan 

8/14: Mistie Seguine 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or “Subscribe 
to Us” on 

Or “Follow 
Us” on 


