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24 Hour Prayer Vigil 
Thursday, April 14 at 8:00 pm to 

Friday, April 15 at 8:00 pm 
 Prepare your hearts for Easter through guided prayer 
and meditation. Join in this continuous "prayer chain" by 
signing up for a 30 minute time slot at fccholyweek.com. 

Maundy Thursday 
Service 

Moving to Darkness 
April 14 | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary and 
streaming live on Facebook Live 

and YouTube. 

Good Friday Stations 
of the Cross 

April 15 | 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm | 
Fellowship Hall 

A brief prayer service will be held 
at 12:00 pm 

 The Stations of the Cross are 
a 14-step devotion that 
commemorates Jesus Christ’s last 
day on Earth as a man. Serving as 

a mini pilgrimage, this self-paced experience will allow 
you to move from station-to-station, recalling and 
meditating on a specific event from Christ’s last day. 

2022 HOLY WEEK 

Fellowship Luncheon 
Sunday, May 1 

 Join us for our “Putting Families First on the First” 
Luncheon being held on Sunday, May 1, in the Fellowship 
Hall immediately following the 10:45 worship service. 
Come hear Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries, 
and Brooke Reid, Director of Youth & Young Adults, share 
about the programs they offer, and what the congregation 
can do to help and support them. Please make your 
reservations in worship or call the church office. 

Easter Special Offering 
 The Easter Offering, which will 
be received this Sunday, April 17th, 
supports several of the general 
ministries of the Christian Church, 
allowing us to do more together than 
we can alone. Your gift supports 
college students in leadership 
development programs, global 
mission partners, health and social 

service ministries, the formation of new congregations, 
support for pastors and chaplains, and so much more. 
More ministry. More impact. More of God’s love in the 
world. Please give generously to this year’s Easter 
Special Offering. 

Easter Sunday - April 17 
7:00 am Sunrise Service |  

Garden of the Cross 

8:40 am Traditional Worship 
Service | Chapel 

10:45 am Traditional Worship 
Service | Sanctuary and streaming 

live on Facebook Live and 
YouTube. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

How Judas is Messing with my Holy Week 
 It’s Holy Week. If you’ve been around the church for any 
length of time, you are likely somewhat familiar with the rhythm 
of this week. There’s the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday. 
There’s the overturning of the moneychanger’s tables in the 
Temple on Monday, and various teachings on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Then, we arrive at Maundy Thursday, where Jesus 
institutes the practice of the Lord’s Supper with disciples. This is 
followed by his arrest, his trial, and his crucifixion on Good 
Friday. As the sun began to set on Good Friday, we know Jesus’ 
body was placed in a tomb and a stone was rolled in front of us. 
But, as we will remember on Easter Sunday, death did not get 
the last word. 
 While we are somewhat familiar with Judas’ role in the 
events of this week, I spent some time last week unpacking 
some of the scriptures and thoughts concerning Judas. This was 
prompted by the scripture passage from Matthew 26:47-56 that 
we read in worship last Sunday. This passage began with 
Judas’ arrival in the Garden of Gethsemane and proceeds 
quickly to his kissing of Jesus, identifying Jesus as the one to be 
arrested. But, as we know, a number of events led into the 
moment in which Judas is described as Jesus’ betrayer. 
 The word for betrayer is used 15 times in Matthew’s 
account of Jesus’ passion. But, as readers of the Gospel of 
Matthew, we have known that Judas would betray Jesus since 
Chapter 10 (10:4). This betrayal (handing over) was predicted 
by Jesus even prior to his triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
(Matthew 20:18-19), and then again on the Tuesday of Jesus’ 
final week in Jerusalem (Matthew 26:2). But it’s not until later in 
that chapter that we find out how that will unfold.  Judas goes to 
the chief priests and asks, “What will you give me if I betray him 
[Jesus] to you?” (26:15). In other words, “What will I get out of 
it?” Judas betrayed Jesus out of selfish interest. 
 Ironically, the story that precedes Judas’ request of the 
chief priests is the story of the woman in Bethany anointing 
Jesus from an alabaster jar of very costly ointment. If you 
remember, the disciples (presumably including Judas) were 
“angry” about this “waste.” They were concerned about a 
wasting of money anointing Jesus, rather than helping the poor. 
But now, one scene later, Judas’ money concerns no longer 
seem to be about serving the poor. We’re told that he is given 
30 pieces of silver and from that moment, began to look for an 
opportunity to betray Jesus. 
 Daniel Patte, a professor of religious studies at Vanderbilt, 
notes that: 

Judas’ action fulfills a prophecy from scripture. Judas’ 
betrayal shows that it is God who is in control of the 
unfolding of the events of the Passion. Judas actually 
deprives the Jewish leaders of any control over the 
timing of the arrest and death of Jesus. 

 However, I recently came across an interesting 
interpretation of Judas’ betrayal that both supports the notion 
that God was in control of the timing, despite what Judas may 
have thought, and that Judas had an additional motive to his 
actions. This interpretation suggests that Judas wasn’t betraying 
Jesus as much as pushing him to act – to lead a revolution 
against Rome. Perhaps by pushing Jesus in a corner, by having 
him arrested, Jesus would be forced to fight back – to call down 
the legions of angels. 
 Lutheran pastor Brian Stoffregen adds to this interpretation 
by suggesting that if Jesus had been in the temple day after day, 
the religious leaders could have recognized him. They wouldn’t 
need Judas to point him out with a kiss…unless Judas wanted to 
be there to see the “fireworks” that he expected Jesus to utilize 
when he was forced to defend himself. But seeing Jesus 
condemned showed Judas that his thinking about his plan had 

failed. And whether this was part of Judas’ thinking, it is often 
part of our thinking. Do we often want God to do what we want 
God to do? 
 But we need to remember that Judas’ story didn’t end in the 
Garden. When Judas saw that Jesus had been condemned and 
handed over to Pilate, we’re told that he ‘repented and brought 
back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 
He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood” to which the 
chief priests and elders replied, “What is that to us?  See to it 
yourself” (Matthew 27:3-4). In wrestling with the fact that Judas 
“repented,” some commentaries argues that Judas’ repentance 
was not truly repentance but simply feeling sorry or remorse for 
what he had done. But Gene Boring, my New Testament 
professor in seminary, doesn’t see it that way. Instead, Dr. 
Boring draws a comparison between Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s 
betrayal (fleeing and denying Jesus three times). Both repented, 
but it’s what happened next that describes the difference. “From 
Matthew’s point of view, what Judas lacks and what Peter has is 
that fundamental reorientation from the kingdom of this world, 
represented by thinking human things, to the kingdom 
represented by Jesus (“thinking divine things”; 16:21-23).” 
Further, Boring points out, unlike Peter, Judas did not return to 
the community of disciples, where forgiveness abounds (18:21-
35), but dies in private despair. 
 It was Stoffregen who again challenged my thinking about 
this. He suggests that Judas repents, but goes to the wrong 
people for forgiveness. Only in Matthew, he points out, does 
Jesus indicate that the cup at the Last Supper is poured out for 
the forgiveness of sins (26:28). And this comes after Jesus 
indicates that he knows that Judas will betray him. Certainly, 
Judas was there to hear this word of promise about forgiveness. 
But instead, Judas went to the religious leaders, who were not 
interested in forgiving him. And to this, Stoffregen asked a 
pointed question: If Judas had returned to our church with such 
repentance and remorse, would we have forgiven him and 
accepted him back into the fellowship? 
 It is Dante’s Inferno that claims that Judas faces eternal 
damnation in the jaws of Satan himself. But, Matthew captures a 
word that may suggest otherwise. In 19:28, a verse found only in 
Matthew, Jesus says: “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all 
things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, 
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Were the twelve sitting on 
thrones the twelve apostles? Did Jesus already know Judas 
would betray him at the time he said this? Could we expect to 
find Judas sitting on one of those thrones? If so, we might 
believe that either Judas could have repented and returned to 
the Twelve and been restored to them, as Peter was after 
denying Jesus; or that part of the “renewal of all things” would 
restore Judas, even with all his sins, to the Twelve and to his 
seat on the throne. 
 What makes Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection so powerful 
is that it is not what we expect. And this Holy Week, it will be 
these three questions (in bold print above) that I’ll be reflecting 
on as I remember what Jesus did for me. 
          Mark 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
April 27! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 New Testament in a Year: Our next 
gathering to discuss the makeup of the New Testament 
and what we’re reading will take place on Sunday, May 1, 
at 6:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall and via Zoom. 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services: The April collected items are spaghetti and 
spaghetti sauce. 
 The May collected items will be boxed potatoes and 
oatmeal (in packets if possible). 
 You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves 
filled by: Donating the monthly items or any type of food 
items directly anytime into the large box on the porch by 
the Chapel entrance. If you would like to support Interfaith 
with a financial gift, you may mail your donation to 
Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or 
donate on their website. 
 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at the Gables is Annetta Vaccarella. 

Released and back home are Colleen James & Charlotte 
McNeely. 

Our sympathies are extended to Sandy Hay & 
Family on learning of the death of Jim Hay on April 6th. 
Services will be held in our Sanctuary on Monday, April 
18th at 2:00 pm. 

FCC Swag Shop 
 Get outfitted with the latest FCC 
Swag! We've got t-shirts, polo shirts, 
denim shirts, button downs, and vests, 
with more on the way. Not only will you 
look good in this gear, it may provide an 
opportunity for you to share about First 
Christian Church in the community. You 
never know who will see your gear and 

ask about it! Check out the online swag store on our 
website, www.firstchristianwf.com/swag, and order today! 

VBS 2022 
July 11-14 

9:00 am — Noon 

Registration opens April 25th! 
 Families - mark your calendars for Vacation Bible 
School, July 11-14, 2022. This year, we will be on a roll 
with God with the theme: Food Truck Party. Share this 
with your friends.  

Save the Date! 
 

Joseph Martin Concert 
and 

New Sanctuary Piano 
Dedication 

 
Sunday, May 15, 2022 

3:00 pm 
Sanctuary 

First Friday at First 
Friday, May 6 

 Come join us for our May “Friday 
at First” (May 6) to pot May flowers — 
one for you and one to give away. 
“Bloom where you are planted”! Please 
make your reservations by calling the 
church office so you won’t miss out. 

Wednesdays at 
The Neighborhood 

6:00 pm | Fellowship Hall 

Diaconate Training 
Thursday, April 28 

 We will have a Diaconate 
Training event on Thursday, 
April 28, at 6:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary. This event will help 
familiarize Diaconate with the 
various roles they manage in 
worship. Most importantly, we 

will “rehearse” how to serve Communion in preparation 
for the return of that act beginning on Sunday, May 1. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Brooke Reid, Director of Youth & Young Adults 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Ashli Fischer, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Elizabeth Ivey, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., April 5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Neighborhood (Wed., April 6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Sunday School (Sun. April 10) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 
Worship (April 10):   8:40am Worship Service . . . . . 31 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . .282 
      Total Worship. . . . . .336 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $21,040.06 
Sunday Receipts for 4/10/22 $9,054.00 
Through April 11: Income $292,940.11 Expenses $306,079.02 
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This Sunday: 
 

“Amazed” 
Luke 24:1-12 

Dr. Mark Bender 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, April 17, 2022  EASTER SUNDAY / EASTER OFFERING 
7:00 Sunrise Worship (Garden of the Cross) 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
NO Journey Through Scripture 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
NO Evening Activities 
Monday, April 18, 2022 
Children Come First & Young Ages Preschool Closed 
1:30 CWF Group 1 (Norma Hill’s home, 2004 Granada) 
2:00 Jim Hay’s Memorial Service (Sanctuary) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, April 19, 2022  
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (Tu-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (Tu-F) 
6:00 Faith Formation Ministry Meeting (Zoom) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
Wednesday, April 20, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:30 Sutton Lenten Bible Study (Rm 310) 
10:30 YAS Board Meeting (Parlor) 
12:00 YAS Staff Meeting (Rm 405) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship/Mustang Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Friday, April 22, 2022 
Church Offices Closed 
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, April 24, 2022   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
     Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405) 
Monday, April 25, 2022    
VBS Registration Opens 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (M-F) 
9:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
11:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, April 26, 2022 
6:00 Executive Council Mtg (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
Wednesday, April 27, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, April 28, 2022 
6:00 Diaconate Training (Sanctuary) 
Friday, April 29, 2022   
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Maundy Thursday, 4/14: Kerry Roach, Harry Tonemah; Polly Tonemah, Presiding 
4/17 David Collins, Cindy Hernandez; Larry Spradley, Presiding 
4/24: Cheryl Smiley, Alan Freeman; Chris Showalter, Presiding 

APRIL DIACONATE SERVERS 
Maggy Anderson, Debi & Larry Ballard, Marc Cannedy, Leann Elder, Linda Gipson, 
Bob Hayes, Stacey Lingbeek, LyDora Martin, Nancy Smith, Julia Ward, Hailey 
Wineinger. 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION PREPARATION 
4/17: Marc Cannedy & Leann Elder  4/24: Julia Ward & Linda Gipson 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION VISITATION 
4/17: Stacey Lingbeek, Maggy Anderson, Nancy Smith 

4/24: Leann Elder, Marc Cannedy, Hailey Wineinger 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or “Subscribe 
to Us” on 

Or “Follow 
Us” on 


