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Ash Wednesday
Worship Service

Begin the journey to Easter and
the 40-day season of Lent by
joining in a powerful worship
service with your church family
on Wednesday, March 2, at
6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Christian Men’s Fellowship

Rescheduled Ladies’ Night
Sweetheart Banquet
Thursday, March 10, 2022

The Christian Men’s Fellowship is inviting everyone to
come enjoy good food, entertainment, and fellowship on
Thursday, March 10, at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
The speaker will be Dee King.
The cost is $10.00 per person. Single and unescorted
ladies, who are members of FCC, will be the guests of the
CMF.
Make your reservations for the banquet (and
childcare if you need it) in worship this Sunday; at
firstchristianwf.com/sweetheart; or by calling the church
office, 692-2282.
As in previous years, this is an adults’ only dinner, but
childcare will be available. Please contact the church
office by noon on Monday, March 7, if you need childcare.

Participate in a Ministry
of the Church in 2022!
You make a difference! The gifts you bring, combined
with the power of Christ at work within us, enable First
Christian Church to accomplish more than we can ask or
image (Ephesians 3:20). Therefore, each member of the
congregation is encouraged to participate in one or more of
the ministries that further the church’s mission, both on our
front doorsteps and to the ends of the earth.
No prior experience is required. All that is needed is a
passionate willingness to further the ministry of the church.
Indicate where you would like to serve by filling out the
enclosed form and returning it to the church office.

Pastor’s Class

Pastor's Class is a 4-week study for children 3rd-5th
grade who desire to profess their faith and make a
commitment to be a devoted follower of Christ through the
ordinance of Baptism.
Classes will begin on Sunday, March 20, at 12:00 pm
in Room 402. Lunch will be provided. If your child is
interested in participating please contact Claire for more
information.

40 Days of Outreach

The World Outreach Ministry is
offering a few opportunities in which you
can serve in our community during the
next 40 days.
 Shopping for Interfaith Outreach
Services — You may help by
collecting
items
for
Interfaith
Outreach Services’ clients. Shopping
bags are available in the church office, Sunday
School rooms and in the Narthex with a list attached
to each bag of items needed by clients of Interfaith.
The list has a different item for each of the 40 days,
but you may collect any or all of the items listed. They
are items that are consistently given to the clients of
Interfaith.
 Mobile Food Pantry will be March 16th at Midtown
Manor (400 Burnett St) from 10:00–12:00. We need
approximately 10-12 volunteers to work the two-sided
mobile pantry. Volunteers should arrive by 9:45 am.
Please call the church office to sign up. This would be
a great opportunity for families with youth, ages 10
and older. Don’t wait too late to sign up, as this
opportunity will fill up fast.
 Meals on Wheels delivery drivers are needed. Two
routes are available on Thursdays of each week,
beginning March 17th through April 14th. This would
be a great time for you (and maybe a partner) to
deliver 7-8 meals within an hour. You can volunteer
for one time only or for multiple weeks. Before you
participate in meal deliveries, you must have a
volunteer form submitted with the Kitchen in advance.
If you are already in the Meals on Wheels volunteer
program, you don’t need to fill out an application. You
can pick up a volunteer packet in the church office
and bring it back to the church by March 13th. Kim
Ballard will pick up your volunteer packets and
coordinate your participation with the Meals on
Wheels volunteer coordinator. For questions, you can
call Kim at 940-257-4581.
 We are working on another volunteer opportunity with
WF Faith Mission Refuge for Women — more will be
communicated as we get it finalized.

Make Your Mark
Dr. Mark R. Bender
Senior Minister

The Disciplines of Lent
Today is Ash Wednesday. In the history of the church,
Ash Wednesday developed as a day of penitence to mark
the beginning of Lent – the 40 days of preparation for the
celebration of Easter. This day emphasizes a dual
encounter: we confront our own mortality and we confess our
sins before God within the community of faith. In so doing,
we seek to put aside the sins and failures of the past in the
light of who we are yet to become by the grace of God.
Together with the 40 days of Lent, this is a time, church
worship specialist Hoyt Hickman suggests, “to be tested by
the Spirit so that our participation in the meaning of the
Easter faith may be authentic and a true dying and rising with
Christ to new life in God.”
To do this, throughout the years, Christians have been
intentional about particular spiritual disciplines during the
season of Lent. The traditional Lenten practices are prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving (acts of charity). These are the
practices detailed in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount found in
Matthew 6: Whenever you give alms… (6:2). Whenever you
pray…(6:5). Whenever you fast…(6:16). I would encourage
you to read Matthew 6:1-18 today as we step into the season
of Lent to remind you of Jesus’ counsel.
While spiritual disciplines, like the ones emphasized in
the season of Lent, always involve a personal and individual
commitment, there are some ways the church can assist you
in carrying out these disciplines. Below are a few
suggestions on how you might incorporate these practices
into your spiritual life this Lent.

Fasting
Fasting is simply the act of abstaining from something.
This is what sometimes is construed as “giving us something
for Lent.” But let me offer this caution: the point of fasting is
not self-improvement, healthy eating habits, or weight loss.
Instead, Lent is about paying better attention to what it is that
God is doing in the world and in our lives, and fasting is
about giving God access to more of ourselves, our bodies,
and our calendars. We willingly give up one of God's good
gifts for a season so that God might fill that space.
There is no prize for the most difficult fast, and it
becomes very easy for the focus to become one's own sense
of achievement or failure rather than on God. That’s why
some people also choose to adopt a new practice, either to
replace what has been given up or instead of giving up
altogether. For those with a tendency toward perfectionism,
this can sometimes be a more helpful discipline than giving
something up. A "fast" like this may include reading a Lenten
devotional, adding a time of scripture meditation to your day,
or any of the suggestions for prayer and acts of charity
described here. But, don’t go around broadcasting what
you’ve given up (or taken on). The best way for you to keep
Lent, according to Jesus (Matthew 6:18), is for no one but
Jesus to know that you are keeping Lent.
Acts of Charity
Lent is also a traditional time of service, the kind of
fasting described in Isaiah 58:6:

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds
of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
While there are many ways for you to give generously of
your resources of time and treasure, this Lent at First
Christian, we will be giving and serving throughout Lent by:



Prayer
There are many ways to practice prayer. One way to
incorporate this discipline more fully into your life is through
corporate prayer – through gathering with your church family
for worship each week where we pray together for ourselves,
our community, and our world. In addition, this Lenten
season, we will be focusing on prayer each Sunday through
our worship series – The Prayers of Jesus. Over the next five
weeks, we’re going to look at some of the prayers of Jesus
recorded in the Gospels, mining from them wisdom for our
prayer lives.
Another way to practice prayer is more personal. Let me
suggest you pick a set time each day to devote to prayer.
This doesn’t need to be a lengthy event. It simply needs to
be long enough to quiet yourself and to spend time in
conversation with God.
Here’s a simple suggestion that we might all commit to
this Lent. Set an alarm on your phone for 6:05 am or pm
(6:05 as a reminder of Matthew 6:5). Then, when your alarm
goes off, pause what you are doing to pray that God might
shape you into who
God desires you to
be. Imagine what
might happen in
each of us and in
our church if we all
move closer to the
lives God intends
for us…

Giving of ourselves – check out the hands-on service
opportunities with the Mobile Food Pantry, Meals on
Wheels, and Faith Mission detailed on the front page
of this Christian Challenger.



Giving to our neighbors – the front page also details
our collection of items for Interfaith Outreach Services.
If you didn’t pick up a shopping bag and list this past
Sunday, there are additional bags available in the
Narthex and church office.
And here are a few other ideas for how you can carry out
the discipline of giving this Lenten season:



Bring a meal to someone in the congregation



Read up on our outreach partners and commit them to
your prayers



Consider reading a new book or listening to new
voices on an issue of justice
While there are a number of practices and “things” that
can be done this Lent, let me challenge you to keep the focus
where it should be…on Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:33: But

seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added unto you. That’s what the
disciplines of Lent are all about.

Mark

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on
March 16! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday.

Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach
Services - March 6: The March collected items will

continue to be: jelly and cans of beans (NOT green
beans) as they are still VERY much in need of these
items. You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves
filled by: Donating the monthly items or any type of food
items directly anytime into the large box on the porch by
the Chapel entrance. If you would like to support Interfaith
with a financial gift, you may mail your donation to
Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or
donate on their website.

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! Bring a
friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
on Friday morning, March 11th, from 7:00-8:00 am, at the
Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy.
Christian Women’s Fellowship: The March
CWF Luncheon will be Monday, March 14th, at 11:45 am
in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s theme for our
luncheons is “Faith In Our Community,” and the speaker
in March will be Daphne Davis from the Three Angels
Seventh Day Adventist Church. Reservations are not
required and guests are welcome. Cost is $5.00 per
person. The CWF Board will meet at 10:30 am in Room
405 prior to the luncheon.
From the Mailbox. . .

First Christian Church — Coats for Kids,
I just want to say Thank you for ALL the coats you
gave to Milam. Our kids were so thrilled. I wish I would
have had some pictures of their faces. It was pure joy! We
appreciate you all so much.
Mrs. Compton, Counselor
Ben Milam Elementary School

Lost & Found: We have in our possession the
following lost items: brown suede jacket, a woman’s pair
of black leather gloves, 2 belts, 8 pairs of reading glasses,
3 pairs of sunglasses, and a Hospice of WF yeti cup.
Items may be claimed in the church office.
Member News:

Hospitalized: at URHCS is Charlotte Mendenhall
McNeely. Released and back home are Billy Bumgarner,
Melody Jennings, Raymond McCoy.
Our sympathies are extended to Loretta DeLeon &
Family on learning of the death of her aunt, Dolores
DeLeon on February 17th in Lubbock TX.
Our condolences are extended to Maggy Anderson
& Family on learning of the death of her grandmother.
Congratulations to Leslie & Jason Appling on the
birth of their son, McKinney “Mac” Jason Appling, on
February 21st in Gainesville TX. Mac weighed 9 lbs. and
was 21” long. Proud grandparents are Cheryl & Rick
Appling.

Stretch Class

Wednesdays,
at 1:00 pm in the Parlor
$5.00 donation per session

New Testament in a Year

For those reading through the New
Testament this year, our next gathering to
discuss the makeup of the New Testament
and what we’re reading will take place
Sunday, March 6, at 6:00 pm, in the
Fellowship Hall.

Remember to set your clocks
FORWARD
one hour on Saturday night,
March 12th!

FCC Swag Shop

Get outfitted with the latest FCC
Swag! We've got t-shirts, polo shirts,
denim shirts, button downs, and vests,
with more on the way. Not only will you
look good in this gear, it may provide an
opportunity for you to share about First
Christian Church in the community. You
never know who will see your gear and
ask about it! Check out the online swag store on our
website, www.firstchristianwf.com/swag, and order today!

Sign up to receive text alerts to your phone.
Want to keep updated on what is happening at First
Christian Church? Receive important reminders? Text
ALERTS to 940-310-5673.
Opt in to receive text updates such as weather
closures, upcoming special events, registrations, and
more. You can opt out at any time, Simply reply STOP.

Standard text messaging charges may apply based
on your provider service plan or contract.

Participate in a Ministry of the Church in 2022!
You make a difference! The gifts you bring, combined with the power of Christ at work within us, enable First Christian
Church to accomplish more than we can ask or image (Ephesians 3:20). Therefore, each member of the congregation is
encouraged to participate in one or more of the ministries that further the church’s mission, both on our front doorsteps and
to the ends of the earth.
No prior experience is required. All that is needed is a passionate willingness to further the ministry of the church. Indicate
where you would like to serve by checking the box beside one or more of the ministries below.
( ) COMMUNICATION & TECHNOLOGY – Cindy Hernandez, Chair – Responsible for bringing the church’s values
to life through a balance of inspiration and information, reinforcing with clarity the common vision of the church.
( ) EVANGELISM – Chris Showalter, Chair - Responsible for conducting and engaging in efforts that reach and touch the
lives of people with the love of God made known in Jesus Christ, empowering and encouraging members and guest to
develop relational connections in which to share their faith, and overseeing and emphasizing the welcome and connection of
guests.
( ) FAITH FORMATION – Ashley Burross, Chair - Responsible for inviting individuals and small groups to embrace a
“thoughtful” faith with theological depth and spiritual integrity, expanding their Christ-like discipleship through spiritual
growth endeavors, and equipping families in nurturing and supporting the faith formation of children and youth.
( ) MEMBERSHIP & FELLOWSHIP – Susan Buckley, Chair - Responsible for fostering a sense of community within
the congregation by nurturing close and care relationships, promoting a spirit of fellowship, hospitality, and welcome, and
engaging new and current participants in the life of the church.
( ) PROPERTY – Rick Appling, Chair - Responsible for directing the use, development, and maintenance of the church’s
building and grounds, ensuring that the property and facilities are available, safe, and operational to support the programs
and ministries of the church.
( ) STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE – Jerry Johnson & Eddie Tucker, Co-Chairs - Responsible for overseeing and verifying
the financial integrity of the church, providing leadership in the development, approval, and administration of all financial
matters of the church, and fostering an understanding of the full meaning of Christian stewardship among members and
guests.
( ) WORLD OUTREACH & COMMUNITY SERVICE – Kim Ballard, Chair - Responsible for resourcing and
involving members and guests in opportunities to give of themselves (through hands on experiences, support of ministry
partners, and financial contributions) in ways that champion the church’s mission to shepherd every person to encounter the
abundant peace of Christ.
( ) WORSHIP & FINE ARTS – Teresa Archambo, Chair - Responsible for working with the Senior Minister and Director
of Music Ministries to oversee all matters related to the spiritual worship life of the church, providing meaningful
opportunities to glorify God through adoration and praise with authenticity and theological integrity.
NAME ____________________________________________________________________________________________
HOME ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________ ZIP CODE____________
EMAIL ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: (Home) _________________________ (Cell) _______________________ (Work) ________________________
If you plan to stay on the same Ministry as you served on in 2021, please still fill out this form and return it so that we may
also confirm phone numbers and email addresses, otherwise you may be removed from the 2022 Ministry listing. THANK
YOU!!!
Don’t forget…Church Board Members are expected to serve on a Ministry and if a form is not received they may be drafted
to a Ministry.

This Sunday:
“The Prayer Life of Jesus”
Mark 1:35-39
Dr. Mark Bender

SERVING SUNDAY
ELDERS

3/6: Kerry Roach, Polly Tonemah; Harry Tonemah, Presiding
3/13: Cheryl Smiley, Chris Showalter; Larry Spradley, Presiding

MARCH DIACONATE SERVERS

Twila Boydston, Dave Clark, Jaiden “JJ” Johnson, Sheila Reynolds, Tyler Thomas,
Karen Watson, Ashley & Kyle Burross, Sarah Cook, Becky Looney, Josh Miller,
Davidson Cook.

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION PREPARATION

3/6: Twila Boydston & Karen Watson

3/13: Karen Watson & Josh Miller

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION VISITATION

OPPORTUNITIES

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .

Church Number
940-692-2282
FAX Number 940-696-3085
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister
692-2282
Brooke Reid, Director of Youth & Young Adults
692-2282
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries
692-2282
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries
763-8515
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator
691-7265
Ashli Fischer, Director of Children Come First
687-2231
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School
692-3640
Elizabeth Ivey, Common Ground Recovery Ministries
337-1712
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary
Tina Williams, Financial Secretary
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant
Debbie Watson, Organist
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media

FOR THE RECORD. . .

CGRM: (Tues., Feb. 22) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
Neighborhood (Wed., Feb. 23) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Did not meet
Sunday School (Sun. Feb. 27) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71
Worship (Feb. 27):
8:40am Worship Service. . . . . . 33
10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 247
Total Worship. . . . . . . 280
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week
$21,040.06
Sunday Receipts for 2/27/22
$9,019.00
Through Feb. 28: Income $167,028.09
Expenses $187,189.59

Don’t Forget
to “Like Us”
on

Or “Follow
Us” on

Or “Subscribe
to Us” on
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Saturday, March 5, 2022
9:00-12:00 Elder Orientation (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday, March 6, 2022
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or
Facebook.com/FCCWF)
12:00 Pastor’s Class (Rm 402)
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
5:00 Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall)
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405)
6:00 New Testament Bible Study (Fellowship Hall/Zoom)
Monday, March 7, 2022
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F)
9:00-10:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (M-F)
11:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, March 8, 2022
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300)
6:00 Membership Ministry Meeting (Parlor)
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 310)
6:00 Outreach Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Rm 200)
Wednesday, March 9, 2022
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405)
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300)
10:00 YAS “Talking Teeth with Cindy Hernandez” (Rm 300)
10:30 Sutton Lenten Bible Study (Rm 310)
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym)
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship/Mustang Meal (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402)
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, March 10, 2022
10:00 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
6:30 CWF Ladies Night Sweetheart Banquet (Fellowship Hall)
Friday, March 11, 2022
7:00 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy)
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300)
10:00 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
12:15 CCF Parent Advisory Committee Meeting (Rm 310)
Sunday, March 13, 2022
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or
Facebook.com/FCCWF)
12:00 Pastor’s Class (Rm 402)
NO Evening Activities
Monday, March 14, 2022
SPRING BREAK WEEK
Young Ages Preschool “YAS” Closed This Week
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F)
9:00-10:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
10:30 Christian Women’s Fellowship “CWF” Board Meeting (Rm 405)
11:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310)
11:45 CWF Luncheon (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Communication & Technology Ministry Meeting (Rm 310)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, March 15, 2022
6:00 Faith Formation Ministry Meeting (Zoom)
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310)
NO Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups
Wednesday, March 16, 2022
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405)
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300)
10:30 Sutton Lenten Bible Study (Rm 310)
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym)
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Neighborhood Service (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402)
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
NO Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
Friday, March 18, 2022
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300)

3/6: Twila Boydston, Dave Clark, JJ Johnson
3/13: Karen Watson, Tyler Thomas, Sheila Reynolds

