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40 Days of Outreach 
 The World Outreach Ministry is offering 
a few opportunities in which you can serve 
in our community during the next 40 days. 

 Shopping for Interfaith Outreach 
Services — You may help by collecting 
items for Interfaith Outreach Services’ 
clients. Shopping bags are available in 
the church office, Sunday School rooms and in the 
Narthex with a list attached to each bag of items 
needed by clients of Interfaith. The list has a different 
item for each of the 40 days, but you may collect any 
or all of the items listed. They are items that are 
consistently given to the clients of Interfaith. 

 Meals on Wheels delivery drivers are needed. Two 
routes are available on Thursdays of each week, 
beginning March 17th through April 14th. This would 
be a great time for you (and maybe a partner) to 
deliver 7-8 meals within an hour. You can volunteer 
for one time only or for multiple weeks. Before you 
participate in meal deliveries, you must have a 
volunteer form submitted with the Kitchen in advance. 
For questions, you can call Kim at 940-257-4581. 

 First Christian Church will be serving dinner at Faith 
Refuge on Thursday evening, March 24th, from 6:10 – 
7:15 pm. 10-12 volunteers are needed for this project. 
Volunteers must be at least 16 years old. All persons 
volunteering must fill out a background check form 3 
days prior to the volunteer date. You can find the form 
at https://faithmissionwf.org/volunteer/ then click on 
the “Direct Application Link” button. Please put FIRST 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH VOLUNTEER on your form. 

Pastor’s Class 
 Pastor's Class is a 4-week study for children 3rd-5th 
grade who desire to profess their faith and make a 
commitment to be a devoted follower of Christ through the 
ordinance of Baptism. 
 Classes will begin this Sunday, March 20, at 12:00 
pm in Room 402. Lunch will be provided. If your child is 
interested in participating please contact Claire for more 
information. 

Person of the Year 
 Last week's Ladies Night Sweetheart Banquet was 
great fun! It was good to fellowship around the tables, to 
hear music by Gray Matters, to be entertained (and 
informed!) by Dee King, and to celebrate our Person of 
the Year, Susan Buckley.  
 Thanks go to: our men for putting on a wonderful 
evening; all who participated in the fun and fellowship; 
and Susan Buckley who has faithfully demonstrated our 
life measure of modeling one's faith through joyful service 
and generosity of time and talent. 

 Join us for a Fellowship Luncheon and Easter Egg 
hunt on Sunday, April 10, immediately following the 10:45 
am worship service.  
 If you would like to help supply candy for the Easter 
eggs and/or help fill Easter eggs we would love your help! 
All candy donations can be dropped off in the church 
office. Eggs will be available this Sunday, March 20, to 
take home and fill. We ask that all eggs be returned to the 
church office by Sunday, April 3. 

First Friday at First 
Friday, April 1st 

at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 Please come join us on Friday, April 1st, for our First 
Friday at First event. We will gather at 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall for a chili dog supper. Then we will go on 
a Scavenger Hunt to collect items for the MSU Food 
Pantry. Bring some friends to make a team. Then we will 
meet back at the church for a funnel cake dessert. Be 
sure to call the church office and turn in your RSVP. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

Praying for Ukraine, and… 
 For the last few weeks, we’ve been watching events 
unfold in the Ukraine. The news is filled with images of war
-torn buildings, a flood of fleeing refugees, families being 
separated, and people of all ages preparing to take up 
arms to defend their country. Added to that are more 
images of heartbreak as family members learn of the death 
of loved ones and desperation sets in. 
 So, what are we as Christians supposed to do in the 
face of this bloodshed and heartache? Well, that’s a 
somewhat simple question with a number of complicated 
answers. Some would suggest that Jesus’ blessing of 
peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) should lead us to work 
tirelessly for resolution rather than engaging in conflict. 
However, others would point out that even Jesus knew the 
challenge of trying to bring peace to a broken world. “Do 
not think that I (Jesus) have come to bring peace to the 
earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword” (Matthew 10:34). Although in this 
passage, Jesus was talking about the cost of 
discipleship and the “cutting” of family ties, 
what Jesus makes clear is that conflict is 
something that even Christians must face. 
And we could go through the Bible finding 
passages that support both a more pacifistic 
stance (“turn the other cheek” – Matthew 5:39; 
“live peaceably with all” – Romans 12:18; 
“vengeance is mine, says the Lord” – Romans 
12:19) and a more aggressive stance (“wars…
must take place” – Matthew 24:6; “Jesus said 
to them…and the one who has no sword must sell his cloak 
and buy one” – Luke 22:35-38; “It is the servant of God to 
execute wrath on the wrongdoer” – Romans 13:4).  
 However, since we are focusing on prayer this year, I 
thought it would be best to approach the question of what 
we as Christians are supposed to do in terms of prayer. In 
some respects, it is easy to petition God to change what 
we are seeing on the evening news. Our denomination’s 
wonderful worship book, Chalice Worship, articulates these 
kinds of prayers well: 

We pray for those who are fighting, injury, 
disfigurement, and death their constant 
companions, nerves and bodies strained beyond 
endurance, the streams of compassion drying up 
within them, their only goal the destruction of the 
‘enemy.’ 

We pray for all who have been broken in battle; for 
those who weep and those who cannot longer 
weep; for those who feel the anguish and for those 
who have los the capacity to feel; for all prisoners – 
and all jailers; for those who exist in war-torn lands 
and for those who no longer have a homeland. 

Remember, O God, the peoples of the world 
divided into many nations and tongues; deliver us 
from every evil that obstructs your saving purpose; 
and fulfill your promises of old to establish your 
realm of peace. 

 Those are the types of prayers that come more 
naturally to us when we see war taking place. These are 

likely the kinds of prayers we are praying for our sisters and 
brothers in Ukraine. But what is much more difficult is a 
prayer for “the other side” – praying for those who motives 
and actions we abhor. Since this conflict began, I’ve had 
people tell me, “I’m not praying for Putin.” But wasn’t it 
Jesus who said, “Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44)? So how do we do 
that? 
 Tish Harrison Warren, an Anglican priest, articulated 
one way to do this in her Christianity Today article last 
week titled “Go Ahead. Pray for Putin’s Demise.” In this 
article, she describes how she has turned again and again 
to the imprecatory psalms. She wrote that each morning, 
she finds herself praying Psalm 7:14-16 with Vladimir Putin 
in mind: 

Behold, the wicked man conceives evil and is 
pregnant with mischief and gives birth to lies. He 
makes a pit, digging it out, and falls into the hole he 
has made. His mischief returns upon his own head, 
and on his own skull his violence descends (ESV). 

 An imprecation is a curse, and imprecatory psalms are 
those which basically say “God, get them for me!” These 
psalms name evil and remind us that this is world we live 
in. We cannot simply hold hands, sing “Kumbaya,” and 

hope for the best. We have to express our 
indignation at this evil. That’s what these 
imprecatory psalms do – they call down 
destruction, calamity, and God’s judgment on 
enemies. Psalms 35; 69; 83; 88; 109; 137; 
139:19-22; and 140 all fall into this category. 
Old Testament scholars (and brothers) Rolf 
and Karl Jacobson note that these psalms are 
in our Bibles because they are utterly human – 
they give voice to genuine human emotions. 
But, they also point out that while they give 
voice to emotion, the pray-ers do not take 

violence into their own hands – they leave it to God. I once 
heard it said we voice these imprecatory prayers as a way 
of not taking matters into our own hands. Instead, by 
affirming that vengeance belongs to the Lord (and not us), 
we articulate our faith that God will, in God’s wisdom and 
on God’s timetable, enact the justice that is deserved. 
God’s judgment (and not ours) can be trusted. As such, the 
words (and feelings) of these kinds of prayers do not 
destroy the enemy. Instead, they serve as an act of non-
violence. 
 But let me also suggest one other way to pray for our 
enemies. Pray for a change of heart. Pray that God might 
move to soften hearts, to change minds, to enact a reversal 
of course. Again, Chalice Worship gives us some language 
for this: 

We pray for all who stir up strife; for all who make a 
profit out of the misery of others; for all who are led 
into vice as they seek a momentary forgetfulness; 
for all who believe that war is inevitable. 

For leaders who send young men and women to 
war, that their judgments be sound, and their 
motives be pure we pray… 

 And finally, may these words, written for Memorial Day, 
be our prayer everyday: 

God of Peace, help us never to forget that war is 
hell. Help us to honor its saints, and to pray for its 
sinners and victims, through the Victim for our 
sakes, Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

          Mark 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
March 30! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 New Testament in a Year: Our next 
gathering to discuss the makeup of the New Testament 
and what we’re reading will take place this Sunday, March 
20, at 6:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall and via Zoom. 
 

 Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 Group Meetings will be as follows Group 1 will meet on 
Monday, March 21st, at 1:30 pm in Room 310, Group 2 will 
meet on Wednesday, March 23rd, at 12:00 noon in Room 
405. 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services: The March collected items are: jelly and 
cans of beans (NOT green beans) as they are still VERY 
much in need of these items.  
 The April collected items will be spaghetti and 
spaghetti sauce. 
 You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves 
filled by: Donating the monthly items or any type of food 
items directly anytime into the large box on the porch by 
the Chapel entrance. If you would like to support Interfaith 
with a financial gift, you may mail your donation to 
Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or 
donate on their website. 
 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at Hospice is Opal Noble; at URHCS 

is Annetta Vaccarella; at Windmill Rehab is Sandrea 
Marvel; at Advanced Rehab is Charlotte Mendenhall 
McNeely. Released and back home are Dave Clark, 
Melody Jennings, Alice Vallejo, and Pat Wearth. 

Sanctuary Flowers 
There are open dates for 
Sanctuary flower donations! If you 
would like flowers displayed in the 
Sanctuary worship service in 
honor or in memory of a loved 
one or group, please contact 
Sherry Tucker at 940-696-2490. 

FCC Swag Shop 
 Get outfitted with the latest FCC 
Swag! We've got t-shirts, polo shirts, 
denim shirts, button downs, and vests, 
with more on the way. Not only will you 
look good in this gear, it may provide an 
opportunity for you to share about First 
Christian Church in the community. You 
never know who will see your gear and 

ask about it! Check out the online swag store on our 
website, www.firstchristianwf.com/swag, and order today! 

Let's Send A Big Group To Camp 
This Summer! 

 Registration for Summer Camp at Disciples Crossing 
is now open and, before long, students and families from 
all across Texas will gather to learn about God, grow in 
faith, engage with the Bible, participate in energetic 
worship experiences, play, pray, and more. 
 Don't forget - because of limited camp offerings last 
year due to COVID, the camp's Potter Scholarship Fund 
has lots of money available for distribution. 50% and 
100% scholarships are available when you register. In 
addition, scholarships are available through our church. 
See Brooke and Claire for more information. Please know 
that if your student or family wants to attend camp, cost 
WILL NOT be an issue. 
 Learn more about summer camps and register at: 

firstchristianwf.com/summercamps 

Young Ages Preschool Open House 
 Young Ages Preschool would like to cordially invite 
you to our “Dino-Mite” Open House Tuesday evening, 
March 22nd, from 5:30-7:30. We will begin the evening 
with a Cookout Dinner grilled up by the wonderful men of 
the CMF. Donations only accepted for dinner. For your 
entertainment, our amazing students will put on a 
dinosaur themed program following dinner! 
 Are you looking for a preschool for your child/
grandchild? Would you like to see what we do? Please 
come, look around and celebrate our students’ 
accomplishments. 
We are very proud of our preschool and we love to show 
off! Our classrooms will be open and available to tour 
during the evening. 
 Thank you to everyone who participated in our spring 
fundraiser by purchasing raffle tickets. We had lots of 
good prizes and I hope some of you won! The money 
raised will help pay for security cameras in our 
classrooms and new playground toys. 

2022-23 School Enrollment has begun!! 
 Registration packets will be available at Open House. 
For more information, please call Alisa Gardner at the 
Young Ages office, 692-3640. 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., March 8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
Neighborhood (Wed., March 9). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Sunday School (Sun. March 13). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 
Worship (March 13):   8:40am Worship Service. . . . . . 25 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 201 
      Total Worship. . . . . . . 242 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $21,040.06 
Sunday Receipts for 3/13/22 $4,660.00 
Through March 14: Income $208,786.26 Expenses $202,233.67 
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This Sunday: 
 

“Thanks for Listening” 
John 11:25-44 

Dr. Mark Bender 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, March 20, 2022  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
12:00 Pastor’s Class (Rm 402) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405) 
6:00 New Testament Bible Study (Fellowship Hall/Zoom) 
Monday, March 21, 2022 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-10:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (M-F) 
11:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
1:30 Christian Women’s Fellowship Group 1 (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, March 22, 2022  
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300) 
10:30 Sutton Lenten Bible Study (Rm 310) 
12:00 Christian Women’s Fellowship Group 2 (Rm 405) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship/Mustang Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Friday, March 25, 2022 
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, March 27, 2022  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
     Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
12:00 Pastor’s Class (Rm 402) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405) 
Monday, March 28, 2022    
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-10:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (M-F) 
11:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
6:00 CCF Staff Training (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, March 29, 2022 
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300) 
10:30 Sutton Lenten Bible Study (Rm 310) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Friday, April 1, 2022 
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
6:00 First Friday at First (Fellowship Hall) 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

3/20: Cindy Hernandez, David Collins; Alan Freeman, Presiding 
3/27: Jerry Johnson, Kim Ballard; Scot Hafley, Presiding 

MARCH DIACONATE SERVERS 
Twila Boydston, Dave Clark, Jaiden “JJ” Johnson, Sheila Reynolds, Tyler Thomas, 
Karen Watson, Ashley & Kyle Burross, Sarah Cook, Becky Looney, Josh Miller, 
Davidson Cook. 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION PREPARATION 
3/20: Becky Looney & Karen Watson  3/20: Karen Watson & Dave Clark 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION VISITATION 
3/20: Becky Looney, Ashley Burross, Kyle Burross 

3/27: Davidson Cook, Sarah Cook, Josh Miller 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Brooke Reid, Director of Youth & Young Adults 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Ashli Fischer, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Elizabeth Ivey, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or “Subscribe 
to Us” on 

Or “Follow 
Us” on 


