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Sunday, February 6th 
 There will be an acolyte training on Sunday, February 
6th, at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for children 2nd thru 5th 
grade. In this hands-on training, we will learn more about 
our church, our sanctuary, and why the job of an acolyte is 
so important. I hope to see you there! 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, February 13th 

In the Sanctuary 
Immediately following the 10:45 Worship Service 

To Approve: 
1) 2022 Board Members 

2) John Bridgman as FCC Endowment Trustee 
3) Budget for 2022 

 
New 2022 Church Board Meeting 

Sunday, February 13th 
In the Sanctuary 

Immediately following the Congregational Meeting 
To Approve the Board Officers 

New Testament in a Year 
 For those reading through the New 
Testament this year, our next gathering to 
discuss the makeup of the New Testament 
and what we’re reading will take place 
Sunday, February 6, at 6:00 pm, in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

First Friday at First 
Friday, February 4th 

at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 We will be making “No Sew” heart 
pillows! The plan is for those that attend 
will make one for themselves to keep or 
share, and another to be given to some 
of our homebound members! We would 
love to know who is coming, but if not, 
no worries! We will have the material 
and ask that those who are coming to 
please bring good scissors! 

Lenten Study 2022 
40 Days, A Journey of Prayer 

by Sheri A. Sutton 
 Most of us pray. Certainly, in the 
midst of stress or struggle when there is 
nowhere else to go, we fervently pray 
for some kind of intervention to ease our 
pain and bring us back to wholeness. 
Prayer is an important aspect of our 
lives meant to open our minds, change 
our thinking, and connect us to one 
another and the Divine. 
 In Sutton’s book, 40 Days, A 
Journey of Prayer, four prayers are 
thoughtfully considered. Through select 

topics presented for each prayer, these meditations may 
bring new awareness, spiritual growth, encouragement, 
and support. As in any journey, the outcome is different 
for each of us. But it is through the journey that we come 
to know ourselves and God. 
 Join Sutton for this 7-week study beginning Ash 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 at 10:30. Room to be 
announced. Please register with the church office by 
calling 692-2282 to order your book. Cost of the book is 
$10. Please read the Introduction and Days 1-5 before the 
first session. 

Sign up to receive text alerts to your phone. 
 Want to keep updated on what is happening at First 
Christian Church? Receive important reminders? Text 
ALERTS to 940-310-5673. 
 Opt in to receive text updates such as weather 
closures, upcoming special events, registrations, and 
more. You can opt out at any time, Simply reply STOP. 
 Standard text messaging charges may apply based 
on your provider service plan or contract. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

The Church in 2022, Part 2 
 American author Phyllis Tickle is one of many 
theologians who has noted that the church faces a 
horrendous crisis and major reformation every 500 years. 
Around the first 500 year mark, the West was being crushed 
under the political implosion of the corrupt Roman Empire 
and the onslaught of barbarian invasions. Around the year 
1000, the Great Schism divided the church between east and 
west.  The year 1517 marked the commencement of the 
Protestant Reformation. And if this theoretical pattern holds 
true, the church is due for another ground-shaking upheaval. 
 Anglican Bishop Mark Dyer calls these 500-year 
episodes a giant rummage sale. The church “takes a look at 
its old stuff and decides to sell what it no longer needs.” It 
throws off the things that 
are restricting its growth. 
These times of 
rearrangement and 
upheaval throughout 
history have shown that 
three things happen: 1) a 
more vital form of 
Christianity emerges; 2) a 
restructure of the 
organized expression of 
Christianity (the church) 
becomes dominant; and, 3) the range and depth of the 
church’s reach increases, leading to a spread of the faith.  
 In my last Make Your Mark column, I referenced a blog 
post by Carey Nieuwhof, a Canadian pastor, blogger, 
podcaster, and speaker, regarding the new reality he 
believes is unfolding in the church. In this post, he describes 
12 trends that he’s watching to see how they shape the 
church ahead. Below is a list of those trends and a brief 
synopsis of what Nieuwhof says about each: 
1. The demise of the old model of church – the model of 

church is being rebuilt. The current approach to church 
is dying but that doesn’t equal the death of the Church. 
As shifts occur, churches will have to find new 
approaches that are biblically faithful and culturally 
effective, meeting people where they are and leading 
them to where they need to be. 

2. Growing churches will innovate beyond weekend 
services – the church can’t just focus its efforts on one 
hour on Sunday and ignore the other 167 hours in a 
week. People don’t live in your church building. They live 
in the community, where they interact with non-
Christians all day long, every day. Churches that equip 
people where they live and work will start to grow. 

3. The vision for the future will become clearer – the noise, 
panic, confusion, and hardship of the past two years will 
give way to innovative ideas for how to do church in a 
post-pandemic world. 

4. Attendance will normalize (and you’ll have a new 
church) – the idea that attendance will return to 2019 
levels will give way to the reality that this is your church. 
It will become evident that some of the people who sad 
they’re coming back later clearly aren’t coming back – 
ever. But…when you look around, you’ll see a lot of new 
people who have joined you because they found you 
online or a friend brought them. You’ll get to know your 
online audience like they’re real people (because they 
are). And potentially, you’ll start to notice small pockets 

of momentum and hope. Build on those. 
5. Hybrid church will simply become church – hosting 

church online and in-person is how you do church to 
reach the next generation. 

6. In-person will become more personal – the future is both 
deeply digital and deeply personal. As people show up 
for in-person events, they’re expecting more personal 
experiences.  It is vital to figure out how to care for 
people personally – to know their names, to care about 
them as people, etc. The goal is not to have a church 
where everyone knows everybody (that doesn’t scale). 
The point is to have a church where everyone is known. 

7. Information will move online and transformation will 
move to in-person – online ministries are where 
information is shared while in-person experiences will be 
designed to offer transformational, transcendent 
experiences. 

8. Location-independent church members will increase – 
location independence is part of the fluid world we now 
live in. Many people now identify with a church that has 
no physical location in their area. The church will have to 
adapt accordingly, focusing on connecting people (think 
home-based gatherings) and not just erecting buildings 
to put them in. 

9. Pastors will sense a diminished authority – we’ve seen 
significant shifts in authority over the years – from 
institutions to networks. People don’t listen because of 
position, title, or office. But real authority springs from 
humility, love, and a clear sense of how the Kingdom of 
God is advancing in the world. 

10. The brain drain will become acute – the church is facing a 
staffing shortage with more churches vying for fewer 
leaders. For many years, the church has been struggling 
through a chronic gifting shortage. The pandemic has 
only intensified that. 

11. The exit of uninvested investors (a recalibration in 
giving) - in many churches attendance declined in 2020-
2021 while giving remained steady or grew. Historically, 
declining churches tend to have a lot of money (think 
endowments) but few people, while growing churches 
tend to have a lot of people but are tight on money. Their 
numerical growth has outpaced their stewardship 
growth. Some of that recent change in that historical 
pattern can be explained by donors who did financially 
well in the pandemic contributing extra and people who 
are still committed financially, but hesitant to attend in-
person, still giving. But, ultimately, it’s rare to have 
uninvested investors. If someone stops attending, stops 
serving, and cuts off connection with a church, will their 
giving continue? And what does that mean for 
discipleship? 

12. Less predictability – as much as we long for a return to a 
more stable, predictable future, that’s likely not going to 
happen. Agile leaders and organizations that love to 
experiment and innovate can thrive in an unstable world. 

 Last week, Adam Hamilton told a group of Disciples 
senior ministers that “the church must change, innovate, 
improve, or die.” He said if Apple Computer were to get one 
or two generations behind in technology, they would 
disappear. And Hamilton said, most churches are five to 
eight generations behind (culture). We’ve got to change that 
pattern or we’ll disappear, too. 
I don’t know if all of the trends Nieuwhof describes will 
become the norm for us at First Christian Church in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, but I believe it’s wise to think about what’s 
taking place in our community and culture, both locally and 
globally, and to see how these shifts affect the church, both 
locally and globally. Our mission of shepherding every 
person to encounter the abundant peace of Christ won’t 
change but the ways we do that probably will. 
          Mark 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
Feb. 16! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services — February 6: The February collected 
items are: jelly and cans of beans (NOT green beans). 
You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves filled 
by: Donating the monthly items or any type of food items 
directly anytime into the large box on the porch by the 
Chapel entrance. If you would like to support Interfaith 
with a financial gift, you may mail your donation to 
Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or 
donate on their website. 
 

 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! Bring a 
friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 
on Friday morning, February 11th, from 7:00-8:00 am, at 
the Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy. 
 

 Member News:  
Military Deployed: Lieutenant Andrew Long, son of 

Randy & Jane Long and grandson of Sara Anderson & 
Donna Long, is now deployed until March 2022 as a 
helicopter pilot for the United States Navy. 

Hospitalized: at Kell West is Robbie Walker. 
Our sympathies are extended to FCC Priscillas Rev. 

Lucy Huff Maier & Rev. Jennifer Huff Churchman and 
Families on learning of the death of their daughter and 
sister, Cheryl Huff Thompson, recently in San Antonio TX. 
Memorial service was held on January 31st on the Army 
base in San Antonio. 

Our condolences are extended to Tim Williamson & 
Family on learning of the death of his brother, Donny 
Williamson, on February 2nd in Kansas. Services are 
pending. 

Stretch Class 
Wednesdays, 

at 1:00 pm in the Parlor 
$5.00 donation per session 

Join us for this series at 
6:00 pm on Wednesdays 

at The Neighborhood. 

VBS 2022 
July 11-14 

9:00 am — Noon 

What’s Your Family Ministry Story? 
 Recently, Dr. 
Bender shared the 
story about how one 
family in our church 
mailed Family Advent 
Boxes to their 
grandkids across the 
country and then got 
on Zoom every night 
to do the activities 
together with their grandkids. Another one of our church 
members waits in the hallway at church every Sunday 
morning to greet one of our young adults after Sunday 
School. While they may be separated by more than 50 
years, they share a bond that is renewed every Sunday. 
So what’s your family ministry story? Or where have you 
seen another person living out our commitment to family 
ministry? If you have a family ministry story to share, 
email it to mark@firstchristianwf.com. 

Welcome New Members! 
 It was a pleasure to welcome into our 
fellowship this past Sunday, Mark & Laura 
Pease, by transfer of membership. They 
are both members of the Chancel Ringers. 
Laura sings in the Chancel Choir and Mark 
helps with the online service. Their contact 
information is 4503 Lisa Ln, 76309, 817-
919-1093. Welcome, Mark & Laura! 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., Jan. 25) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 
Neighborhood (Wed., Jan. 26) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Did not meet 
Sunday School (Sun. Jan. 30) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69 
Worship (Jan. 30):      8:40am Worship Service. . . . . . 31 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 235 
      Total Worship. . . . . . . 266 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $19,336.85 
Sunday Receipts for 1/30/22 $27,647.00 
Through Jan. 31: Income $91,246.37 Expenses $97,510.47 
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This Sunday: 
 

“Answer Us” 
I Kings 18:20-40 
Dr. Mark Bender 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, February 6, 2022  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture 
9:30 Acolyte Training (Sanctuary) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405) 
6:00 New Testament Bible Study (Fellowship Hall/Zoom) 
Monday, February 7, 2022 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (M-F) 
9:00-10:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
11:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, February 8, 2022  
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300) 
6:00 Membership Ministry Meeting (Parlor) 
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Outreach Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Rm 200) 
Wednesday, February 9, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300) 
11:00 YAS Board Meeting (Parlor) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship/Mustang Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, February 10, 2022 
6:30-8:00 Manners Matter (Fellowship Hall) 
Friday, February 11, 2022 
7:00 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy) 
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, February 13, 2022  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Join the Livestream on YouTube or  
     Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
           Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary) 
           New 2022 Church Board Meeting (Sanctuary) 
3:00 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
NO Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Youth Activities—Super Bowl Party (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
NO Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402/405) 
Monday, February 14, 2022   VALENTINE’S DAY 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (M-F) 
9:00-10:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
11:00 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
3:00 CCF Valentine Parties (Classrooms) 
5:30 ComTech Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300) 
12:00 Evangelism Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Faith Formation Ministry Meeting (Zoom) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 300) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, February 17, 2022 
6:00-8:00 Manners Matter (Fellowship Hall) 
Friday, February 18, 2022 
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

2/6: Larry Spradley, Chris Showalter; Cheryl Smiley, Presiding 
2/13: Craig Reynolds, Alan Freeman; David Collins, Presiding 

FEBRUARY DIACONATE SERVERS 
Jodi Bender, Bob & Mary Carlton, Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Ashley Warton, 
Terry Burross, Lee Bybee, Claudine Farrell, Ann Kable, Sherry Martin, Curtis 
Sullivan, Christopher McKenzie, Bentley Ware 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION PREPARATION 
2/6: Jodi Bender & Vicki Kunkle 2/13: Terry Burross & Bentley Ware 
DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION VISITATION 

2/6: Jodi Bender 
2/13: Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Ashley Warton 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Brooke Reid, Director of Youth & Young Adults 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Ashli Fischer, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or “Subscribe 
to Us” on 

Or “Follow 
Us” on 


