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First Sunday of Advent – November 28, 2021
THE GATHERING
Choral Prelude

Sing We Now of Christmas – arr. Patterson

Welcome and Call to Worship
Opening Hymn

Chancel Choir
Dr. Mark Bender

Come, O Long-Expected Jesus
Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free.
From our fears and sins release us; Christ, in whom our rest shall be.
You, our strength and consolation, come salvation to impart;
dear desire of many a nation, joy of many a longing heart.

No. 125

Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever, born your gracious realm to bring.
By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by your all sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne.

The Lighting of the Advent Candle
John Cook Family
Unison Prayer:
O God, we thank you that Jesus brought hope into our world. By the good news of the Bible
you are still bringing hope to people. Help us to be ready to welcome Jesus so that we may
think good thoughts, do good deeds, and so be a people of hope in our world today. Amen.
Response

When God Is a Child — vs. 1
Hope is a star that shines in the night,
leading us on till the morning bright.
When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.

No. 132

THE HANGING OF THE GREENS
Scripture
Hymn

Jeremiah 23:5
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming – vs. 1 & 2
No. 160
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming by faithful prophets sung;
it came a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter when half spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright she bore to us a Savior when half spent was the night.

Scripture
Hymn

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Of the Father’s Love Begotten – vs. 1 & 2
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
Christ is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he!
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore!

No. 104

O ye heights of heave sing praises; angels and archangels sing!
And on earth let all the faithful now your joyous anthems ring,
ev’ry tongue Christ’s name confessing, countless voices answering,
evermore and evermore!
Scripture
Anthem

Isaiah 11:1-9
O Come Emmanuel - Hagenberg

Scripture
Hymn

Isaiah 53:1-6
Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates; behold the glorious Ruler waits!
The Sovereign One is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here.

Chancel Choir & Barbara Kavanaugh, cello
No. 129

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple,
set apart from earthly us for heaven’s employ,
adorned with prayer and love and joy.
Redeemer, come! We open wide our hearts to you; here, Christ, abide!
Let us your inner presence feel, your grace and love in us reveal.
So come, our Sovereign; enter in! Let new and nobler life begin;
your Holy Spirit guide us on, until the glorious crown be won.
Scripture
Hymn

Luke 1:46-55
People, Look East – vs. 1 & 4
People, look east, the time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east: Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east: Love, the Lord, is on the way.

No. 142

THE PROCLAMATION
Children’s Message

Claire Baer

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Dr. Mark Bender
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Meditation

Dr. Mark Bender

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

THE RESPONSE
Communion Hymn

O Come, O Come Emmanuel – vs. 1 & 4
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

No. 119

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Table and Words of Institution
Prayers for the Bread & Cup

Sally Hastings
Gary Ballard & Richard Phillips

Partaking of the Bread and Cup
All believers are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper.

I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

THE SENDING
Sent from the Table & Invitation to Discipleship
Closing Hymn

Blessed Be the God of Israel
Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free,
who visits and redeems us, and grants us liberty.
The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;
God shall fulﬁll the promise to bring our people peace.
Now from the house of David a child of grace has come,
a Savior who will lead us to our eternal home.
before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way,
the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day.
On all by death imprisoned the sun begins to rise,
the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes,
to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace;
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease!

Dr. Mark Bender
No. 135

Benediction
Postlude
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