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Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! 
 Bring a friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study this Friday morning, October 8th, from 7:00-
8:00 am, at the Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy. 

 Halloween is quickly approaching, and that means 
Trunk-or-Treat is right around the corner! We will be 
partnering with First Presbyterian Church this year to host 
a Drive-Thru Trunk-or-Treat event on Sunday, October 
24, from 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm. Cars will start at the First 
Christian Church Chapel entrance and travel through to 
the First Presbyterian parking lot with the drive-thru 
ending on Harrison. 
 If you would like to volunteer to decorate your car 
trunk and pass out candy to families as they drive 
through, please contact Claire at 940-692-2282 or 
claire@firstchristianwf.com. The more cars we have 
participating the more fun we will have! 

Children Come First Book Fair 
 We are excited that we are 
able to host a book fair again this 
fall from October 22 to November 
5. We will have the fair set up in 
the hallway outside the Children 
Come First & Young Ages 
Preschool classrooms for shopping 
during the week and on Sundays. 
Look for the order forms and drop 
box. 

Thank You!! 
 The Wichita Falls Area Food Bank was thrilled to 
receive the donation of 224 pounds of paper products that 
you collected and donated this past Sunday, and that was 
delivered to them on Tuesday! 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

Seeing Clearly 
 I had an appointment with my optometrist last week. He 
told me two years ago that I was at the magic age. If it hadn’t 
happened already, I would soon begin to have issues seeing 
clearly. Chances are, the prescription I would need to see in 
the distance would make it more difficult for me to focus on 
things up close, he said. At that point, we would have to talk 
about options (read: bifocals…). 
 Last year, at my annual checkup, he was pleased that I 
still was not having issues with this. But after his exam, he 
boldly proclaimed that I would be back in about three months. 
He was that sure that I was about to tip over into the world of 
bifocals. Well…I proved him wrong. I didn’t experience any 
issues…until about three weeks ago. Sometime last month, I 
began to notice that it took me longer to focus on something 
right in front of me when my contacts were in. It wasn’t 
enough to make things difficult to read…it just took a little 
longer to focus. If I was reading in the office, that wasn’t a big 
deal. But in the pulpit or when leading The Neighborhood… 
 So, at my appointment last week, I admitted that I had 
finally reached the predicted milestone. My optometrist 
conducted his exam and then said there were three solutions. 
The first would be to wear glasses with bifocal lenses in them. 
The second would be to try a “bifocal” contact lens, but in his 
experience with other patients, the effectiveness was mixed. 
The third option, which is the one he recommended I try, was 
to wear two different contacts. One eye would have a contact 
designed for long distance clarity while the other would be 
designed for up-close details. 
 I left the optometrist’s office last week with that very 
setup. Even though I am just the slightest bit nearsighted and 
my prescription had not changed much, he increased the 
strength of the contact designed for long distance while 
reducing the strength of the “up close” contact. As I drove 
away, all I could say was, “This is very weird.” It was strange 
to have one eye that had clarity in one area while the other 
eye was the reverse. For the rest of the day, it felt like 
everything was fuzzy. 
 But, as predicted, the 
next day was better. By 
that point, my brain had 
begun to process what I 
was seeing with these two 
prescriptions. I began to 
feel like I was the “bionic 
man” – my normal 
biological capabilities have 
been enhanced. I can now 
see up close and far away 
at the same time. 
 In many ways, this is how the vision tools we utilize as a 
church function. We have a long-term vision that has been 
clearly identified. And because that’s in place, we can also 
offer ministries and make decisions in the short-term that help 
us advance towards that long-term vision. We can see clearly 
what we need to do now to take the next step towards what’s 
still some distance away. 
 This has been particularly helpful over the last 18 
months. Even when the pandemic seemed to make 
everything uncertain in the present, we still had a clear vision 
of where we were going. At the end of 2019, we proclaimed 
that our vision as a congregation was to Move from the One 
Table to 5,000 Tables by 2025. We recognized that as we 
gather around the Lord’s Table each week in worship, we are 

reminded of what Christ did for each of us. In response to the 
impact those saving acts have on our lives, our response 
should be to have an impact at tables across our community. 
Therefore, we said, it is our passionate desire and 
courageous challenge to impact our community for Christ by 
feeding 3,500 empty tables, reaching 1,000 neighborhood 
tables, resourcing 300 family tables, and developing 200 
leadership tables. In the broadest strokes, we knew that 
accomplishing that vision would require us to increase our 
engagement with the students at Midwestern State University, 
optimize our facilities for twenty-first century ministry, 
enhance our communications and branding, and develop 
leaders. But we also knew that our first point of emphasis 
towards realizing that vision was to invest in and enhance our 
ministries to children, youth, and families. 
 We’ve begun to see some of the first fruits of this work. 
Hopefully you have seen some of the pictures or stopped by 
our Youth Area to see some of the renovations that are taking 
place there. That space has already been transformed by new 
paint, refurbished floors, and new furniture. And there is still 
more to come. I’m grateful to our Property Ministry, and in 
particular to Sara Anderson, Pat Thacker, Patty Nabors, and 
David and Cindy Collins, for their work in this transformation. 
 Likewise, our Minister to Youth and Young Adults search 
committee has been at work seeking to identify the next 
leader of our congregation’s efforts in these areas. They have 
conducted several interviews over the last few weeks and 
have plans to bring a potential candidate to Wichita Falls later 
this month for further conversation. This search is one of our 
“short-term” action steps towards the long-term vision. Please 
continue to pray for their work. 
 In the coming weeks and months will be other examples 
of focusing on immediate programs and ministries while 
keeping one eye on where we are trying to go. But I’m 
particularly excited about two new opportunities for children 
and their families as we move into Advent. 
 The first will come in the form of a box. These boxes will 
contain short activities for families to do together every day 
during the season of Advent. The goal is for our families to 
make the journey to the Bethlehem manger together, 
understanding what the sights and sounds of Advent are 
designed to help us see. Be watching for more information on 
this in November. 
 Likewise, we will also be offering a one-night, VBS-style 
Advent event called A Night in Bethlehem on Sunday 
evening, December 12. This event will teach our kids the 
important details of Advent and Christmas through a high 
energy and interactive experience. Again, watch for more 
information about this in the coming weeks, but start planning 
now to be a part of this event. 
 These are just a few of the ways that we have our vision 
as a church focused both on the long-term and short-term.  In 
other words, the things we are doing in the next few months 
are not random events, but are connected to a broader vision 
of what First Christian Church can do in our community and 
world. 
 It was Benjamin Zander, the conductor of the Boston 
Philharmonic Orchestra, who once said: 

Goals can be energizing – when you win. But a vision 
is more powerful than a goal. A vision is enlivening, 
it’s spirit giving, it’s the guiding force behind all great 
human endeavors. Vision is about a shared energy, 
a sense of awe, a sense of possibility. 

 I think he’s right. That’s why I’m thrilled we have this 
ability to “see” both short-term and long-term where God is 
leading this congregation. And I believe this vision is what will 
continue to enhance our abilities to be who God is calling us 
to be. 
          Mark 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
Oct. 20! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 
 Member News:  

Military Deployed: Lieutenant Andrew Long, son of 
Randy & Jane Long and grandson of Sara Anderson & 
Donna Long, is now deployed until March 2022 as a 
helicopter pilot for the United States Navy and any 
prayers would be greatly appreciated! 

Hospitalized: at Promise Hospital is Jimmy Smriglio; 
at Encompass Rehab is Mary McQueen; at University 
Park Nursing & Rehab is Debbie Carlton. 

Our condolences are extended to Harry & Polly 
Tonemah and Family on learning of the death of their 
nephew, Curtis Tonemah, on September 26th in 
Oklahoma. 

Congratulations to Chelsea & Zak Carlton on the 
birth of their son, Ezra Peter Grove Carlton, born on 
September 28th. He weighed 8 lbs. 6 oz. and was 21” 
long. Proud grandparents are Kris & Woody Gossom. 
 
 Boy Scout Troop 15 Update: We just 
received a thank you note from Haynes Elementary 
School for an Eagle rank project of Jacob Cooper, for 
installing a gagaball court for the children of their school. 
      Darrell Kirkland, Scout Master 
 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services: The October collected items are: jelly (large 
& small) and spaghetti sauce. You can continue to help 
keep the pantry shelves filled by: Donating the monthly 
items or any type of food items directly anytime into the 
large box on the porch by the Chapel entrance.  

Wednesday Night Neighborhood Worship 
5:30 pm  Brown Bag Fellowship | 6:00 pm  Worship 

 Download the new 
VANCO Giving App today! It’s 
available on Google Play 
store or Apple App store! 
 The VANCO Giving App 
will be replacing the GivePlus 
Mobile app. After September 
30, 2021 the GivePlus Mobile 
app will no longer be 
supported by Vanco. We 
appreciate your gifts to First 
Christian Church! 

Young Ages Preschool 
Kringle & Coffee 
Fall Fundraiser 
October 8th – 22nd 

(Items will be delivered, fresh, the 
week before Thanksgiving) 

Kringles $15.00 each 
There are 12 flavors to choose from including: Apple, 

Almond, Wild Blueberry, Cinnamon Roll, Cherry, Cherry 
Cheese, Cream Cheese, Pecan, Pumpkin Caramel, 
Raspberry, Turtle and Wisconsin – a blend of cream 

cheese, cranberries and cherries. 

These delicious pastries make great 
Thanksgiving desserts and Christmas gifts. 

They freeze well and only take a few minutes to heat up 
as they are fully cooked. 

Coffee $15.00 for a 12 oz. bag 
Freshly Roasted Specialty Coffees come whole, ground 
or K-Kups in a variety of blends and flavors. If you don’t 

drink coffee, don’t worry! We also have a variety of Artisan 
Loose Teas, Cocoa and Chai’s to choose from. 

Payment is due at the time the order is placed. 
All orders, including payment, are due by 

Tuesday, October 26th. 

All the funds raised will be used for purchasing new 
playground toys, comfortable seating for our Reading 

Centers and educational items for our Science Centers. 
Please help us reach our goal! 

Thank you in advance for supporting 
Young Ages Preschool! 

Read 2 Learn Volunteers Needed 
 Read 2 Learn at Fain Elementary is looking for 
volunteers. Due to the pandemic last year, we were not 
able to have this program. But it's starting again on 
Tuesday, October 12. This is a wonderful program to help 
second graders with their reading. You don't have to be 
able to teach reading, you work one on one with a 
student. 
 You can choose your time (it usually takes about 1 
hour) Mondays through Fridays, morning or afternoon. 
 For more information please contact the counselor at 
Fain, Dell Baker 940-235-1148. 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., Sept. 28) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
Neighborhood (Wed., Sept. 29) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 
Sunday School (Sun. Oct. 3). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58 
Worship (Oct. 3):        8:40am Worship Service . . . . .31 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . . .188 
      Total Worship. . . . . . .241 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $19,336.85 
Sunday Receipts for 9/26/21 $6,645.01 
Through Sept. 27: Income $736,516.04 Expenses $725,849.74 
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This Sunday: 
 

“The Christian and the Pandemic” 
Romans 8:31-39 and Galatians 5:13-15 

Dr. Mark Bender 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, October 10, 2021      
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
NO Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
NO Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, October 11, 2021 
COLUMBUS DAY 
Children Come First & Young Ages Preschool Closed 
Children Come First Training Day 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, October 12, 2021  
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (Tu-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool “YAS” (Tu-F) 
9:30 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
6:00 Membership Ministry Meeting (Parlor) 
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 World Outreach Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
           (Rm 304-308) 
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Scout Hall) 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00-10:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:30 Sheri Sutton’s Fall Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
NO Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Friday, October 15, 2021    
9:00-10:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, October 17, 2021    
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School / Journey Through Scripture 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube or  
     Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
NO Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
5:00 Young Disciples Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, October 18, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-10:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-F) 
1:30 CWF Group 1 (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021      
9:30 FCC Staff Mtg / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00 YAS Music (Fellowship Hall) 
12:00 Evangelism Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Faith Formation Ministry Meeting 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 CGRM Support Groups (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405) 
9:00-10:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:00 YAS Music (Fellowship Hall) 
10:30 Sheri Sutton’s Fall Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Friday, October 22, 2021 
9:00-10:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
CCF Book Fair Begins (Oct. 22-Nov. 5) (Hallway) 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

10/10: Linda Cook, John Buckley; Cindy Hernandez, Presiding 
10/17: Gary Ballard, Sally Hastings; Cathy Biggs, Presiding 

OCTOBER DIACONATE SERVERS 
Teresa Archambo, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Melody Jennings, James Poole, Stacey 
Strickland, Terry Walker, Bob & Mary Carlton, Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Karen 
Watson, Hannah Earley, Isabell Murphey. 

DIACONATE SCHEDULED FOR COMMUNION PREPARATION 
10/10: Melody Jennings & James Poole 

10/17: Stacey Strickland & Karen Watson 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Ashli Fischer, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media Bri Wingfield, Communications Intern 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or “Subscribe 
to Us” on 

Or “Follow 
Us” on 


