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 Debbie Watson, our organist would like to include 
your favorite hymn in the worship service on Sunday 
mornings. Please give us your name, hymn title, and then 
in 50 words or less, tell us why this hymn is special to 
you. You can email your hymn information to 
susan@firstchristianwf.com, or you can bring it to the 
church office. 

Vacation Bible School! 
July 26-30 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Ages 4 years to 5th Grade 

Register now on our website! 
 The countdown to Vacation Bible 
School has begun! We are just under 
two weeks away from a fun filled week 

learning about God’s Great Light. As I sit writing this we 
have 78, you read that right, 78 children registered to 
attend and we expect a couple more! It isn’t too late to 
register. Registration information is on the church 
website: www.firstchristianwf.com. 
 We still need a couple more adult and youth 
volunteers to help during the week. If you are interested in 
helping with VBS, please contact Claire by email: 
claire@firstchristianwf.com or by calling the church office 
at 940-692-2282. 

MSU International Students 
Giveaway 

 FCC has the opportunity to help incoming MSU INT'L 
students again this Fall. After the shutdown last Fall they 
are excited to have 40-60 new students expected! These 
students are coming from all over the world. Just this 
week Sally Hastings spoke to a former graduate student, 
Ibtissem, from Algeria who still thanks FCC when they 
speak. She's now getting her PHD in Boston and says 
she will be forever grateful for our generosity. 
 We will be collecting any household items you would 
need for living in a dorm or apartment. These students 
arrive with 2 suitcases and have no way to bring what 
they will need. We try to give each student 2 plates, cups 
glasses, flatware, towels, a skillet or pot and twin bed 
linens. Other items are also accepted that you think would 
be of use. The date for the giveaway is Thursday, August 
19th, at Noon; and the drop off time will be on Wednesday, 
August 18th, from 12:00-4:00 pm at the MSU Sikes Lake 
Center. Our Outreach Team will be there to help with drop 
off and get organized all Thursday morning. Please give 
Sally Hastings, 940-224-4416, a call if you have any 
questions or would like to help during the giveaway. 

 A transition will soon be underway in the leadership of 
Children Come First. 
 Heather Dickerson, our current director, has been a 
fixture in this program for many years. From her time as a 
teacher, to serving as the Assistant Director, to assuming 
her current role as the Director nearly eight years ago, 
she has demonstrated her love for this program and for 
the children of this program every day. She has capably 
led Children Come First through both routine moments as 
well as through seasons of challenge – such as the 
unparalleled experience of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Children Come First has benefitted from her steady hand, 
professional acumen, and deep devotion to our children 
and families. 
 However, due to issues of health, Heather is 
embarking on a new career path. She is looking forward 
to a less-demanding role as the Office Manager at her 
daughter’s dance studio – a position that will also allow her 
more time with her family. 
 As a result, Children Come First is actively seeking a 
new Director. We are looking for an individual who loves 
children and has the desire to cultivate a high quality 
childcare program and environment that partners with 
families of young children. If you know someone who 
might be interested, job descriptions and applications are 
available in the church office and on our website 
(firstchristianwf.com). 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

As Things Seem More Normal… 
 If you think of summer as the months of June, July, 
and August, then tomorrow is the midpoint of the summer. 
As we’ve reach this milestone, I thought I would use this 
column to highlight two things for you to be aware of as 
the remainder of summer unfolds – one which is all about 
you, and one which is all about you and others. 
 The first has to do with you and your calendar. With 
schedules creeping back into a semblance of normalcy 
after over a year of being derailed, it’s easy to gradually 
slip back into the old patterns of perpetual busyness 
many of us were caught in before many of our activities 
came to a screeching halt. Whether it was juggling activity 
schedules, work responsibilities, or family functions, for 
many people, the previous demands of personal, 
professional, and social lives made us feel like we needed 
all of those things to live fully even though we were 
running on empty.  
 One of the things this last year revealed to Jodi and 
me was how we had spent the better part of 20 years on 
the run. From Chelsea’s earliest days in preschool 
through Abby’s graduation from high school, we were 
constantly on the go, spending nearly every evening 
running between school functions, the dance studio, 
church activities, and work responsibilities. If we were 
able to eat dinner at home, we often weren’t starting 
dinner until at least 7:30 pm. And, too often, we were 
eating dinner out, largely because those 30 minutes 
between activities might be the only time all four of us 
could pause and be together. When the global pandemic 
forced us to function differently, we found we liked being 
home more often. We liked the more leisurely pace. We 
discovered we had time to get to know our neighbors 
more fully. We discovered we had more time to get to the 
things around the house we’ve been meaning to tackle. 
And we discovered we had more time to simply “be” with 
one another. 
 With the temptation to do everything - especially the 
things we couldn’t do over the last year – rearing its head, 
I challenge us to be intentional about the new pace we set 
for our lives so that we remain rooted in what God has for 
us. Even though God is everywhere, God is easiest to find 
when we slow down long enough to be in God’s 
presence. When we’re caught up in the hustle and bustle, 
we miss connecting with our Creator and listening to what 
God has for us. 
 So how do we do this? Well, it’s different for every 
person. But let me ask you some questions that might 
help identify where this can be a part of your life and 
spiritual growth. Where in the small moments of your life 
are you taking time to worship our Creator by being who 
God made you to be? Do you pause to do something God 
has wired you to enjoy doing? Is it enjoying time in 
nature? Is it spending time fully engaged with your family, 
free from the distractions of work or other responsibilities? 
Are you taking the time to be - just be - with God and 
those around you? By slowing down enough to enjoy the 
moment - to revel in the blessing of life - we are able to be 
present with God.  When we open ourselves up to what 
is happening around us and to us, God reveals to us the 
very things we might have missed. 

 Try it this week. Pay attention to what God is 
revealing to you. Maybe it’s appreciating the small things 
that are easy to take for granted. Maybe there’s 
something on your heart that God wants you to address. 
Or maybe there’s someone who you need to spend time 
with. Whatever it may be, slow down enough to hear the 
Spirit’s voice nudging you in a particular direction. 
 The second item for your awareness this summer has 
to do with your church. As our community has moved 
back into patterns of normalcy, we are seeing more and 
more guests in worship with us each week. This is terrific! 
Whether it was the life-altering transformations that 
occurred with COVID-19, the arrival of new families at 
Sheppard AFB, a “buzz” about our church, and/or simply 
the Holy Spirit working in their lives, we are definitely 
seeing people seeking a place to engage with God and 
one another. 
 However, after a year of worshiping online and in 
“distanced” ways, I wanted to make sure we are not “out 
of practice” for welcoming our guests. So here are a few 
things to consider as you come to worship each week: 
 Know that church isn’t all about you, but is also about 

others. This means you might need to give up your 
front row parking space. It might mean you need to 
move to the center of the row, leaving seats on the 
aisle open. It definitely means you need to greet 
people around you. 

 Remember that the 
presence of children 
is a gift and the sign 
of a healthy church. 
Like all of us, they 
are members of the 
Body of Christ and a 
reminder of the 
growth and future of 
our church. While 
we have a high-quality nursery and excellent 
Children’s Church program, sometimes a first-time 
guest (or a long-time member) is most comfortable 
having their child with them in the pew. Even if this 
innocent child is somewhat expressive, our job is to 
welcome these children and their parents. Keep in 
mind, a lot of effort has already gone into getting their 
family out the door for worship. So, give them a big 
smile of encouragement (and offer a prayer of 
thanksgiving for their presence)!  

 Don’t just point a guest in the right direction, escort 
them. If they need help finding a meeting room, the 
restroom, or the nursery, take them there. 

 Say H.E.L.L.O. to our guests. H is for “Hi! It’s good to 
see you!” E is for engaging with them with genuine 
interest. L is for listening to what they have to say. L is 
for listening some more to clarify facts and open the 
door to rapport. And O is for offering assistance so 
that they know they are valued. 

 Methodist minister Mark Beeson once said, “New 
people can really be a headache for church people. New 
people expect a parking space, a place to sit, and a place 
for their kids. And they don’t know that you already have a 
choice parking space, a favorite seat, and a place for your 
kids.” When a church is intentional about reaching new 
people, new people will show up. And they will take your 
parking spot, and they will sit in your seat, and they will 
crowd your children’s space. 
 Sounds like a good problem to me! 
          Mark  



This Sunday: 
 

“The History of the Bible: The Call” 
Genesis 12:1-9 and Galatians 3:6-9 

Dr. David Hartman, Jr. 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
July 28! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 
 Member News:  

Hospitalized: at URHCS is Harry Gordon. Released 
and back home is Larry Ballard. 

We extend our sympathies to Jennifer & Michael 
Allison on learning of the death of their mother, Dana 
Allison, on July 12th. Services are pending. 

We extend our condolences to Cinda & Marc 
Cannedy and Family on learning of the death of Cinda’s 
mother, Vicky Hodges, on July 1st. 

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Fran 
Brown, former longtime FCC member. Fran passed away 
on July 2nd in Kerrville TX. No services scheduled at this 
time. 

Our condolences are extended to Ken Vining and 
Family on learning of the death of his wife, Terrie Roberts 
Vining, in Bremerton WA. 
 
 College Bible Study will meet this Thursday, 
July 15th. 
 
 Journey Through Scripture will meet on 
Sundays, July 18th & 25th, and then will take a break and 
resume on Sunday, September 12th. 
 
 Pickleball! Join us on Sunday afternoon in the 
gym to play Pickleball. No experience required, on the 
court instruction, and loads of fun. We play from 2-4, so 
come for the whole time, or half the time and find out what 
the BIG "dill" is!  

Pantry Sunday for Interfaith 
Outreach Services 

 The July collected 
item(s) are: cans of corn 
and green beans. You 
can continue to help 
keep the pantry shelves 
filled by: Donating the 
monthly items or any 
type of food items 
directly anytime into the 
large box on the porch 
by the Chapel entrance. 
If you would like to 

support Interfaith with a financial gift, you may mail your 
donation to Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 
76301), or donate on their website. 

Wednesday Night Worship 

5:30 pm  Brown Bag Fellowship | 6:00 pm  Worship 

Stretch Class 
Wednesdays, 

at 1:00 pm 
in the Gym 

Cost: $5.00 per session 

Sanctuary Flowers 
There are open dates for 
Sanctuary flower donations! If you 
would like flowers displayed in the 
Sanctuary worship service in 
honor or in memory of a loved 
one or group, please contact 
Sherry Tucker at 940-696-2490. 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., July 6). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
Neighborhood (Wed., July 7). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Sunday School (Sun. July 11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Worship (July 11):     8:40am Worship Service . . . . . . 30 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 194 
      Total Worship. . . . . . . 240 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $19,336.85 
Sunday Receipts for 7/11/21 $9,757.00 
Through July 12: Income $464,897.82 Expenses $535,261.34 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, July 18, 2021      
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, July 19, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, July 20, 2021  
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
           (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
3:30-5:00 CCF at the Movies (Rm 300) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
Thursday, July 22, 2021 
11:30 Claire’s Lunch Bunch (Chick-fil-A on SW Pkwy) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, July 23, 2021    
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, July 25, 2021    
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube or  
     Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, July 26, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (Meet in Fellowship Hall) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, July 27, 2021      
9:00-12:00 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (Meet in Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 CGRM Support Groups (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, July 28, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
9:00-12:00 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (Meet in Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
3:30-5:00 CCF at the Movies (Rm 300) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
Thursday, July 29, 2021 
9:00-12:00 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (Meet in Fellowship Hall) 
5:30-7:00 VBS Family Night  (Fellowship Hall/Outside/Classrooms) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, July 30, 2021 
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
9:00-12:00 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (Meet in Fellowship Hall) 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

7/18: Linda Cook, Cindy Hernandez; John Buckley, Presiding 
7/25: Gary Ballard, Jerry Johnson; Sally Hastings, Presiding 

JULY DIACONATE SERVERS 
Teresa Archambo, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Melody Jennings, James Poole, Stacey 
Strickland, Terry Walker, Bob & Mary Carlton, Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Karen 
Watson, Hannah Earley, Isabell Murphey. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media Bri Wingfield, Communications Intern 
Thalia Doe, Video Production Intern 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or “Subscribe 
to Us” on 

Or “Follow 
Us” on 


