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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – July 25, 2021
THE GATHERING
Prelude

Debbie Watson

Welcome

Dr. Mark Bender
Please let us know you’re here by texting FCC to 77411.

Lighting of the Candles
Call to Worship

Claire Baer

Opening Hymn

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing – vs. 1, 2 & 3

No. 5

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of God’s grace!
Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease;
‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life, and health, and peace.
My loving Savior and my God, assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name.
Opening Prayer

Claire Baer

THE PROCLAMATION
Scripture Reading
Psalm 119:97-105
Dr. Mark Bender
The response is found on page 326: Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all day long.
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is always with me.
I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your decrees are my meditation.
I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts.
Sung response
I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word.
I do not turn away from your ordinances, for you have taught me.
How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way.
Sung response

Children’s Message

Claire Baer

Dedication of VBS Volunteers
Prayer (said by all)
Loving God, you have entrusted us with the message of your power, grace, justice, and
love. We ask for your guidance, that we may be teachers and learners together. Believing
that you are in our midst, we set apart those who would serve in our Vacation Bible
School. May they serve you in nurturing the spiritual growth of all who are entrusted in
their care. Bless each one gathered here, enabling them to be channels of your grace. We
pray all these things through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Pastor to VBS Teachers and Helpers:
You have recognized God’s call in your lives.
Will you endeavor to develop your gifts for teaching so as to continue to pass on the
Christian faith?
Will you be faithful to the task, taking seriously the commitment of time and talent?
Will you take seriously your role as learner, studying diligently the Scriptures and VBS
lessons for each day?
VBS Teachers and Helpers:
We have heard God’s call to teach and lead Vacation Bible School for our church.
We teach, trusting in God’s support, sustaining grace and empowerment for this task.
We teach, relying on prayer and the presence of the Holy Spirit.
We teach, inviting others to recognize and respond to God’s call in their lives.
We teach, depending on our church family to uphold us in prayer, love and support.
All say:
Amen!
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Jeanette Showalter
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Special Music

How Beautiful Are the Feet of Them - Handel

Sermon

Brianna Boone, soprano
Dr. Mark Bender

A Lamp Unto My Feet

THE RESPONSE
Communion Hymn

Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face – vs. 1
Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face;
here would I touch and handle things unseen;
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,
and all my weariness upon thee lean.

No. 416

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Table and Words of Institution
Prayers for the Bread & Cup

Sally Hastings
Gary Ballard & Kathleen Lauck

Partaking of the Bread and Cup
All believers are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper.

I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

THE SENDING
Sent from the Table & Invitation to Discipleship
Closing Hymn

O Word of God Incarnate - vs. 1 & 2

Dr. Mark Bender
No. 322

O word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky:
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.
The church from you, our Saviour, received the gift divine;
and still that light is lifted o’er all the earth to shine.
Your word is chart and compass that, all life’s voyage through,
mid mists and rocks and quick sands still guides, O Christ, to you.
Benediction

Dr. Mark Bender

Postlude

Debbie Watson

MEMORIALS AND HONORS
In memory of Dana Allison given by Larry & Linda Carr.
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