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 The children of FCC will have 
the opportunity to take part in 
leading the 10:45 am worship 
service on Sunday, June 13, 2021. 

 During the summer quarter our children's ministry is 
focusing on the spiritual habit of sharing our story, and 
what better way to start doing this than with our church 
family! 
 The purpose of our kids taking over the worship 
service is to provide kids a platform – literally – to practice 
telling others about God! This is also a great opportunity 
for our church to witness what God is doing among the 
next generation! 
 If your child is interested in taking part in the worship 
service (there are both speaking and non-speaking roles), 
please contact Claire at 940-692-2282 or email her at 
claire@firstchristianwf.com, as soon as possible. 

Farewell Reception 
for 

Rev. Josh 
deSteiguer 

 Come give thanks for the years 
of ministry Josh has shared with 
First Christian Church at a 
reception in his honor Sunday, 
June 13, at 12:00 pm. We will 
celebrate his time with us and send 
him forth to his new calling with our 
blessings. FCC Family Afternoon 

with the Rangers! 
 Get the whole family together (or just you, the serious 
baseball fan) and join your church family for an afternoon 
of watching baseball and fellowship! 
 On Saturday, June 26, we will travel to the new Globe 
Life Field in Arlington to watch the Texas Rangers take on 
the Kansas City Royals. The first pitch will be at 3:05 pm 
which should allow us to return to Wichita Falls that 
evening at a decent hour. 
 The tickets are $20 each and are on the 200 level 
down the left field line. 
 To secure your ticket, please RSVP by Thursday, 
June 10 at: 

www.firstchristianwf.com/Rangers 

 Once we have a final count, we will be in touch about 
transportation arrangements (e.g. whether we travel 
together in church vans, a charter bus, or by other 
means). 

Drive in Movie 
Friday, June 4 at 8:30 pm 

Bring your lawn chair and come enjoy Toy Story 4 on the 
East Parking Lot! 

Mission Trip Commissioning 
 At the 10:45 am Worship Service on Sunday, June 6, 
we will commission the youth and adults who will be 
serving on the Youth Mission Trip to Newton, Iowa. Come 
give thanks for their service and join in praying for their 
safety and success. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

Missional vs. Maintenance 
 It’s been said that there are two kinds of churches: 
mission (or missional) churches and maintenance churches. 
Missional churches are those focused on their mission – on 
sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with their community and 
world. Missional churches are willing to change their 
ministry models to better accomplish their mission. 
Maintenance churches, on the other hand, focus on the 
status quo – on keeping things running as they are. 
Maintenance church are tied to models that worked well at 
one time, but may not be working as well now. There is a 
tendency for these churches to be more concerned about 
right systems and right practices – doing what worked ten 
years ago again - than in innovation and revitalization. 
 I’ve read numerous articles and listened to numerous 
podcasts/webinars over the last year that noted how the 
COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the differences between 
these two churches. When the shelter-in-place orders 
associated with the pandemic forced churches to limit 
gatherings, Missional churches pivoted and changed 
models (e.g. livestream worship services, Zoom groups, 
digital programming, online giving, additional ways to serve 
the community). Meanwhile, Maintenance churches 
struggled, focusing much of their energy on “when things get 
back to normal.” 
 I am so proud of the fact that First Christian Church 
was, and continues to be, a missional church. We would not 
have experienced the success and growth of the last 12-15 
months without a commitment to our mission. Now, this 
doesn’t mean we don’t have some “maintenance” 
tendencies. There is always a gravitational pull towards 
maintenance, especially after a season of growth or 
innovation. But what 2020 did was test every church’s 
commitment to their mission, and I believe we passed that 
test with high marks! 
 Which brings me to a missional conversation that is 
currently underway. Our mission here at First Christian 
Church is to shepherd 
every person to 
encounter the abundant 
peace of Christ. And we 
determined that the first 
priority in accomplishing 
that mission is 
strengthening our 
commitment to family 
ministry – our children, 
youth, and their families. 
Step one in moving 
towards that priority was a Family Ministry Assessment. To 
make informed, mission-driven decisions, we needed input 
from our children, youth, parents, and the wider 
congregation. We are grateful for the many responses we 
received and the helpful feedback. 
 Here are a few highlights from the results of this 
assessment: 
 When our children and youth were specifically asked “if 

you had a problem, is there an adult at church you 
would feel comfortable discussing your problem with?” 
all but one child/youth responded yes. (This is 
incredible! Thank you to the many adults who show an 

interest in our children and youth to this degree!) 
 Overall, the environment (ministry spaces) of our 

children’s area is safe, clean, secure, and orderly (agree 
and strongly agree at 93%). Likewise, the climate (the 
“vibe”) for our children is nurturing, inviting, and safe 
(agree and strongly agree at 93%). 

 The environment (ministry spaces) for our youth was 
deemed safe (agree and strongly agree at 94%), but 
results were mixed when asked to describe our youth 
spaces as orderly, clean, or up-to-date. Nevertheless, 
the climate (the “vibe”) for our youth was felt to be 
inviting and comfortable (agree and strongly agree at 
85%). 

 A number of respondents suggested that our physical 
spaces for children and youth should be updated to 
support growth, enhance security, and demonstrate our 
investment and commitment to this generation. 

 When it came to our environment for adult ministries, 
the results were across the spectrum. Responses 
ranged from adequate, boring, and somewhat sterile to 
comfortable, rewarding, and loving. Several 
respondents specifically suggested we explore other 
programming options for adults outside the traditional 
“Sunday School classes and time-frame.” 

 92% of respondents said weekly emails were their 
preferred way to receive communication from the 
church. 

 When asked “how comfortable are you inviting others to 
participate in any of our ministry gatherings or 
opportunities: 

 60.9% - Somewhat comfortable; I invite 
occasionally 

 25% - Very comfortable; I invite regularly 
 9.4% - Not comfortable; I rarely invite others 
 4.7% - I have not really thought about inviting 

others. 
 There is great satisfaction with the people who lead our 

programs (staff and volunteers). 
 I’m grateful that our church’s leadership believes that 
from good information comes good decisions. The 
information received from these assessments will help our 
ministries take next steps to support our missional 
commitments. For example, our Property Ministry will use 
this information to determine next steps with our 
programmatic spaces. Likewise, our Faith Formation 
Ministry (formerly known as Education) will use this 
information as they consider how to offer formational 
opportunities at optimal times. 
 I was reminded of how important this work is as we 
celebrated Pentecost ten days ago. Pentecost is the day the 
church sets aside to remember the coming of the Holy Spirit 
to the church and to new believers. While we mark this 
occasion every year, there are those who aren’t quite sure 
what to do with the Holy Spirit. Pastor, Professor, and 
Christian storyteller, Calvin Miller, once wrote: 

Some churches still prefer churchmanship without any 
supernatural dimensions…they have become hollow 
museums whose curators grow content to speak 
God’s name without the slightest danger of 
experiencing His presence. 

 Our commitment as a church to making mission-driven 
decisions is to make sure we don’t become a hollow 
museum. And I believe the Holy Spirit will be our powerful 
guide in the days ahead as we make decisions and 
commitments that will position us well to minister to a world 
who needs to know Jesus Christ more fully. 
     Mark 



This Sunday: 
 

“Just Like You” 
Acts 14:8-20 

Dr. Mark R. Bender 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
June 16! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at Rolling Meadows “The Pines” is 

Ruth Ann Hooper; at Encompass Rehab is Joye 
Thompson. Released and back home is Tonia Machado. 

Our sympathies are extended to David Gately & 
Family on learning of the death of his brother, Paul J. 
Gately, on May 25th in Robinson TX. 

Congratulations to Bethany Ward, daughter of 
Susan & Cameron Ward, on graduating from Midwestern 
State University with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Accounting. Bethany also received the 
President’s Medal of Excellence for highest GPA 4.0 in 
the Dillard College of Business. 

Congratulations to Ward & Meghan Kable on the 
birth of their daughter, Clara Annalyn Kable, on April 29th 
in Anchorage, Alaska. Proud grandparents are Ann & 
John Kable. 

Congratulations to Charlotte & Michael Meek on the 
birth of their son, Beckett Brian Meek, on May 22nd in 
Houston TX. Proud grandparents are John & Lesley Muir 
and great-grandmother is Judy Muir. 

Congratulations to Amanda Ruff & Greg Allen, who 
were married by Dr. Bender on Saturday, May 29th. 
Amanda is the daughter of Cindy & David Collins. 
 

 College Bible Study will meet this Thursday, 
June 3rd, at 7:30 pm at Rapid Fire Pizza (4730 Taft Blvd). 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services - June 6: The June collected item(s) will 
be: jars of jelly (small & large size jars) and cans of beans 
(15 oz. size cans; such as Pork ‘n beans, black beans, 
chili beans, etc). You can continue to help keep the pantry 
shelves filled by: Donating items needed for Pantry 
Sunday in June or any type of food items directly anytime 
into the large box on the porch by the Chapel entrance. If 
you would like to support Interfaith with a financial gift, 
you can donate to Interfaith via mail (1101 11th St., 
Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or their website. 
 

 From the Mailbox. . . 
First Christian Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for the beautiful James Avery 
Cross pendant! I will treasure it forever! I am truly blessed 
to be a part of this wonderful church family. Also, thank 
you for honoring the graduates during the service and 
providing the delicious lunch with the This Is Your Life 
slideshow. Once again, thank you so much! The day was 
very special to me. 
         Love, 
         Amy Ward 

Vacation Bible School 2021! 
July 26-30 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Register now on our website! 
 Discovery on Adventure Island 
invites children to arise and shine 
because the light of God's love has 
come and is shining on them! 
Children, ages 4 years—5th grade, will 
explore ways God shines great light in 
the world, and learn how they can 
also shine God's light by reflecting 
what they've learned. 

Volunteers Needed!! 
 If you are interested in volunteering with VBS this 
year, please contact Claire Baer at 940-692-2282 or at 
Claire@firstchristianwf.com. 

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! 
 Bring a friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study on Friday morning, June 11th, from 7:00-8:00 
am, at the Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy. 

Wednesday Night Worship 

5:30 pm  Brown Bag Fellowship | 6:00 pm  Worship 

 The Christian Women’s Fellowship 
Board will meet on Monday, June 14th, at 10:30 am in 
Room 310 to plan for next year. 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., May 25). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42 
Neighborhood (Wed., May 26). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26 
Sunday School (Sun. May 30) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 
Worship (May 30):     8:40am Worship Service . . . . . . 33 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 171 
      Total Worship. . . . . . . 230 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $19,336.85 
Sunday Receipts for 5/30/21 $4,080.00 
Through May 31: Income $368,392.45 Expenses $427,937.37 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, June 6, 2021  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship & Commissioning of the Mission Trip Participants 
    (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
NO Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, June 7, 2021 
5:00am Leave on Youth Mission Trip (Newton, Iowa) 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
10:30 CWF Board Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, June 8, 2021  
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Membership & Fellowship Ministry Meeting (Parlor) 
6:00 World Outreach & Community Service Ministry Meeting (F. Hall) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
           (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
NO Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, June 10, 2021 
12:00 Claire’s Lunch Bunch (Chick-fil-A on SW Pkwy) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, June 11, 2021    
7:00 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, June 13, 2021    
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship & Child Dedication (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream  
     on YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
12:00 Reception for Rev. Josh deSteiguer & Family (Fellowship Hall) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, June 14, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, June 15, 2021      
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Mtg (Rm 310) 
6:30 CGRM Support Groups (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, June 16, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, June 17, 2021 
12:00 Claire’s Lunch Bunch (Chick-fil-A on SW Pkwy) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, June 18, 2021 
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

6/6: Linda Cook, Gary Ballard; Cindy Hernandez, Presiding 
6/13: John Buckley, Sally Hastings; Jerry Johnson, Presiding 

JUNE DIACONATE SERVERS 
Shirley Craft, Ronnie James, Margaret Phillips, Fred Ridenour, Jane Ridenour, 
Twila Boydston, Marc Cannedy, Leann Elder, Jaiden “JJ” Johnson, Sheila 
Reynolds, Tyler Thomas, Julia Ward, Emily Thomas. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media Bri Wingfield, Communications Intern 
 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or Subscribe 
to “Us” on 

Or Follow 
“Us” on 


