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 Stretch Class is back! If you are interested in 
increasing your flexibility and implementing relaxation into 
your midweek routine, join us in the gym at 1:00 pm on 
Wednesdays, starting June 23rd. 
 The class costs $5 per session. Bring your yoga mats 
and stretch bands! If you don't have either, we have some 
available at the church. Everyone is welcome so feel free 
to bring a friend! If you have any questions, contact Cindy 
Hernandez at 940-642-0167. 

Stretch Class 

Vacation Bible School 2021! 
July 26-30 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

for ages 4 years to 5th grade 
Register now on our website! 

First Christian Church Family, 
 This past week has been an absolute emotional roller coaster ride for me. Within the past 
seven days, I enjoyed my last mission trip as your youth minister. I was moved to tears by the 
lovely and touching goodbye reception that was hosted for me on Sunday. Sunday night I said 
goodbye to the most wonderful group of youth and young adults I have ever had the privilege of 
serving, and who have become cherished and beloved younger brothers and sisters to me over 
the years. Monday I cleaned out my office and bid farewell to an absolutely phenomenal staff who 
have become some of my dearest friends.  Furthermore, in the midst of all of these goodbyes I 
have packed and loaded many, many, boxes and pieces of furniture onto U-Haul trailers. What a 
wonderful, stressful, sad, and joyous week it has been. 
 As I write this last article for the Challenger, there are so many things I want to say to this 
church, its staff, and its people. I could go on for pages about the wonderful memories, friendships, 
and lessons that I am taking with me from this church family. I could sing the praises of this 

congregation, its leadership, ministry, and its mission, until they shut off the utilities at my house tomorrow. But, in the 
interest of brevity, and due to the fact that as I say this goodbye someone must be cutting onions because my eyes are 
starting to water, I will simply say thank you. 
 Thank you for nurturing and affirming my call to ministry for these years. Thank you for taking a chance on a kid fresh 
out of seminary and entrusting him with such a precious group of youth. Thank you for walking with me through so many 
big moments in such a short amount of time. Thank you for being the church who surrounded me with care during my 
wedding, my ordination, and for throwing the best baby shower ever. Thank you for helping me learn, for helping me 
grow, and for extending abundant grace and patience when I needed it. Thank you for every word of encouragement and 
every hug, handshake, and pat on the back during my sendoff reception Sunday. Thank you so much for the camouflage 
stole that is now one of my most cherished possessions. Thank you for the incredibly, unbelievably, generous love 
offering that was given to me. It is an immense blessing to my wife and I and removes a great deal of stress over this 
whole moving process. Thank you for always being a church who has given me more than I could have asked, and that 
has loved me far better than I have deserved. But most of all, thank you for loving my family as your own. Thank you for 
welcoming Elizabeth to Wichita Falls when we were married, and for becoming her second church family. Thank you for 
surrounding Asher with love and support since before he was born. Thank you for being some of his first baby-sitters and 
thank you for being his “bonus” aunts, uncles, and grandparents. Thank you for so much more than words can express. 
 As I go, know that in everything I do in ministry, I owe this church a debt of gratitude for the experiences and support 
along the way. Also know that I am, and will be, excitedly watching what FCC Wichita Falls does in this corner of God’s 
Kingdom. I have no doubt that you all will continue to shepherd people to encounter the abundant peace of Christ as you 
have shepherded me. Lastly, know that wherever I go, I will be cheering you all on, supporting you with prayer, and 
singing the praises of this truly special church. 
                With deep love and gratitude: 
                    Josh 

 Children's Day of 
Mission and Service will 
be on Wednesday, July 14 
from 9:00 am-2:00 pm for 
children who have 
completed grades 2-5. We 
will partner with First 
United Methodist Church 
to volunteer at the Wichita 
Falls Area Food Bank; in 

the afternoon, we will enjoy a movie. Lunch is provided. 
Space for this event is very limited! Contact Claire, 
claire@firstchristianwf.com or 692-2282, for more 
information. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

We Made a Commitment 
 Our top priority right now as a congregation is an 
emphasis on Family Ministry – ministry to children, youth, 
and their families. This doesn’t mean that we are 
exclusively ministering to families. We will still be actively 
engaged in worship, spiritual formation, and service 
opportunities for every age. But what it means is that we 
are giving specific focus and energy to our children and 
youth programs, as well as how we can minister to their 
whole families. 

 Part of this emphasis is 
found in the commitment we 
make every time we dedicate an 
infant, just as we did this past 
Sunday with Alek Michael 
Warton. After asking Brandon 
and Ashley and their extended 
family to confirm their 
commitment to raising Alek in a 
way that will acquaint him with 
the God we know in Jesus 
Christ, and in helping him to 
grow into a personal relationship 
with Jesus, we asked the entire 
church to make a commitment: 

As part of an extended spiritual family, we too 
have a responsibility. So, will all of you who 
have witnessed the promises made by these 
parents now promise to be to them a sign of 
God’s love by holding them before God in 
prayer, by helping them to be part of God’s 
family here on earth, and by showing them in 
our life together that we are meant to give 
ourselves in service to God and others? 

 When we say “We will” in response, what we are 
saying is that we are committed to family ministry: 

 to helping young parents raise their children in ways 
that care for that child’s physical, intellectual, social, 
emotional, and spiritual needs; 

 to joining with families in teaching the stories of faith; 
 to ensuring that every child and student at First 

Christian Church has at least four adults (and 
hopefully more) who knows them by name, and at 
least one adult who they can turn to with a problem; 
and, 

 to making difficult and sometimes expensive 
decisions that reflect our commitment to ministry with 
these children, youth, and families. 

 One of the ways we are living into that commitment 
right now is reflected in the work of our Minister to Youth 
and Young Adults Search Committee. This search 
committee consists of: 

Scot Hafley, Chair    
Maggy Anderson   Ronnie James 
Ashley Burross    Sherry Martin 
Davidson Cook    Mark Bender, ex officio 

 This team has already been hard at work reviewing 
resumes and other application materials. Additionally, the 
search committee has conducted several short interviews 
(what we are calling “meet and greets”) with candidates 
we wanted to engage with more fully. This search process 
is extensive and demanding, as we want to be sure we 
find someone who reflects our values as a congregation 
and who can both lead us and help us live into our 
commitment to youth and young adults. I would 
encourage you to be in prayer for this search committee 
and the work they are doing. Likewise, I would encourage 
you to be praying for our next Minister to Youth and 
Young Adults. While we don’t know who that individual will 
be, I know I will be praying for individual gifts and graces 
to shine at First Christian Church in ways that draw our 
youth, our young adults, our families, and our church 
more fully to Jesus Christ. 

 Finally, let me give you one more way to live out our 
commitment to Family Ministry. Right now, we have over 
50 kids registered for Vacation Bible School (July 26-30). 
This number is ahead of the usual pace for this point in 
the summer. What that means is that we are going to 
have a large number of kids at our VBS this summer and 
we need to be ready. And the most important thing we can 
do to be ready is to have willing adults in place to [show] 
in our life together that we are meant to give ourselves in 
service to God and others. (Remember that commitment 
we made…?) 

 Nearly every church, and First Christian Church of 
Wichita Falls is no exception, expresses a desire to have 
more young families connect with their church. Yes, it is a 
sign of health and vitality, but it’s also a demonstration of 
a heart-felt desire to minister to these families at key 
moments in their life. From congregational surveys in 
2017, to the Senior Minister Search Committee, to 
conversations with many of you since I have been here, 
you have expressed a desire for our church to reach more 
young families. Well…here they are. The majority of 
children registered so far are not members of our church. 
So, if you want to help welcome these families and to give 
yourself in service to them by helping their child know they 
are a part of God’s family here on earth, call or email 
Claire (940.692.2282 or claire@firstchristianwf.com) and 
tell her you are ready to fulfill our congregational 
commitment by being a part of the VBS team. 

         Mark 
 
 
P.S. Mark your calendar for Thursday, July 29, as we 
want you to participate in a VBS Family Dinner with our 
VBS kids and their families. Be sure to block that date on 
your calendar and watch for details in upcoming 
publications. 
 
P.P.S. I’m excited that more than 50 members and friends 
of our church will be traveling to Arlington on Saturday, 
June 26, for the FCC Afternoon with the Rangers. We 
have chartered a bus to get us there and back safely. We 
will meet at the church at 10:30 am, stopping for lunch 
along the way, before arriving at Globe Life Field before 
the first pitch at 3:05 pm. If you made an RSVP, watch for 
an email with details about payment, lunch plans, and 
more. 



This Sunday: 
 

“Fatherly Advice” 
Acts 20:25-38 

Dr. Larry Spradley 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Debbie Watson, our organist would like to include 
your favorite hymn in the worship service on Sunday 
mornings. Please give us your name, hymn title, and then 
in 50 words or less, tell us why this hymn is special to 
you. You can email your hymn information to 
susan@firstchristianwf.com, or you can bring it to the 
church office. 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
June 30! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at Brookdale on Midwestern Pkwy is 

Joye Thompson. 
We extend our condolences to Lois Willis and 

Family on learning of the death of her husband, Bill Willis, 
on June 15th. Services are pending. 

Our sympathies are extended to Lynette Gill and 
Family on learning of the death of her niece, Kelley 
Bloodworth, on June 3rd in Henrietta TX. 

Our condolences are extended to Kim & Gary 
Ballard and Family on learning of the death of their 
brother-in-law, Robert Matthews, on June 3rd in Scurry 
TX. 
 

 College Bible Study will NOT meet this 
Thursday, June 17th. 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services: The June collected item(s) are: jars of jelly 
(small & large size jars) and cans of beans (15 oz. size 
cans; such as Pork ‘n beans, black beans, chili beans, 
etc). You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves 
filled by: Donating items needed for Pantry Sunday in 
June or any type of food items directly anytime into the 
large box on the porch by the Chapel entrance. If you 
would like to support Interfaith with a financial gift, you 
can donate to Interfaith via mail (1101 11th St., Wichita 
Falls, TX 76301), or their website. 
 

 Sanctuary Flowers: There are open dates for 
Sanctuary flower donations! If you would like flowers 
displayed in the Sanctuary worship service in honor or in 
memory of a loved one or group, please contact Sherry 
Tucker at 940-696-2490. 

Wednesday Night Worship 

5:30 pm  Brown Bag Fellowship | 6:00 pm  Worship 

Thank you to all these children, their leaders  
and parents for making Children’s Sunday this  

past Sunday, June 13th, so wonderful! 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., June 8). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37 
Neighborhood (Wed., June 9). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26 
Sunday School (Sun. June 13) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90 
Worship (June 13):     8:40am Worship Service . . . . . .27 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 271 
      Total Worship. . . . . . . 324 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $19,336.85 
Sunday Receipts for 6/13/21 $9,232.00 
Through June 14: Income $406,796.45 Expenses $466,100.01 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, June 20, 2021     FATHER’S DAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube or  
      Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
NO Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
NO Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, June 21, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, June 22, 2021  
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
           (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
3:30-5:00 CCF at the Movies (Rm 300) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, June 24, 2021 
11:30 Claire’s Lunch Bunch (Chick-fil-A on SW Pkwy) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, June 25, 2021    
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 
11:00 Leave for FCC Family Afternoon with the Texas Rangers 
Sunday, June 27, 2021    
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube or  
     Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, June 28, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, June 29, 2021      
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
6:30 CGRM Support Groups (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, June 30, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
1:00 Stretch Class (Gym) 
3:30-5:00 CCF at the Movies (Rm 300) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
NO Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, July 1, 2021 
11:30 Claire’s Lunch Bunch (Chick-fil-A on SW Pkwy) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, July 2, 2021 
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

6/20: Cheryl Smiley, Ann Hunter; Sherry Tucker, Presiding 
6/27: Richard Phillips, Dwight Ross III; Sandra Ross, Presiding 

JUNE DIACONATE SERVERS 
Shirley Craft, Ronnie James, Margaret Phillips, Fred Ridenour, Jane Ridenour, 
Twila Boydston, Marc Cannedy, Leann Elder, Jaiden “JJ” Johnson, Sheila 
Reynolds, Tyler Thomas, Julia Ward, Emily Thomas. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media Bri Wingfield, Communications Intern 
Thalia Doe, Video Production Intern 

 Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on 

Or Subscribe 
to “Us” on 

Or Follow 
“Us” on 


