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Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! 
 Bring a friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & 
Bible Study on Friday morning, May 14th, from 7:00-8:00 
am, at the Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy. 

YAS End-of-Year Program 
 Young Ages School is fast approaching the end of 
another successful year. We would like to thank everyone 
for their support this year. 

 We would like to 
invite you to our End of 
the Year Program and 
‘Moving on Ceremony” on 
Tuesday, May 18th, at 
6:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
or via live stream. The 
children have worked 
very hard on their “Mother 
Goose on the Loose” 
program. 

 A special “Thank You” to our board: Amber Branyan, 
Susan Buckley, Jennifer Duncan, Stephanie Lammers 
and Debbie Nelson. We would also like to thank Claire 
Baer and Dr. Mark Bender for their support and guidance 
this year. We are very blessed to have you!! 
 Young Ages will continue enrollment for 2020-21 
school year throughout the summer. If you know of 
anyone looking for a morning preschool program for their 
3, 4, or 5 year old, please tell them about our school. 
They can call 692-3640 for more information. 

This Sunday, May 9th 
10:45 am 
Sanctuary 

Call the Church Office 
to sign up to participate. 

Pentecost Special Offering 
 The Pentecost Offering supports Disciples 
new church development. Planning, nurturing 
and sustaining new congregation is part of the 
Disciples’ vision. This offering supports the 
specialized ministry of new church 
development through both regional and 
general programs. Gifts for this offering are 

divided equally between the region in which they are 
given and New Church Ministry. 
 We will receive the Pentecost Offering on Sundays, 
May 16 & 23. 

Happy 
Mother’s Day 

 Let's celebrate our graduates! As the school year 
comes to an end it is time to honor and celebrate our High 
School and College graduates! Senior Sunday will be 
May 23, 2021. A church-wide Luncheon will be held at 
noon in Fellowship Hall. Please make your reservations in 
worship or by calling the Church Office, 692-2282. 
 We want to make sure each graduate is recognized 
for completing this important milestone and 
accomplishment. If you have a High School or College 
graduate in your family that you would like honored, 
please contact Josh at 940-692-2282, or email him at  

josh@firstchristianwf.com. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

Intentional Communication 
Every day First Christian Church stewards thousands of 

moments of truth. Every time a member talks to a 
neighbor, someone drives by campus, a ministry email 
goes out, or a minister’s business card is left on a desk, 
some interaction on behalf of the church has transpired. 

Every time these events happen, the church’s vision 
glows brighter or dims lighter. A tremendous amount of 

intentionality must be generated in the complex discipline 
of church communications. 

 
 At the conclusion of the Visioning Process in 
December 2019, Auxano, our navigators through that 
journey, provided an Advancement Report – some 
suggestions of how we might integrate our vision into the 
daily life of our congregation. The paragraph above 
comes from the Intentional Communication section of that 
report. 
 There is great truth in the statement that 
communications within the church can be complex. But, 
as Kem Meyer suggests in her book, Less Chaos, Less 
Noise, “Great communication strategies will make a 
noticeable difference.” That’s why we are undertaking 
several initiatives in the area of our communications. 

New Logo 

 The church’s logo is a core element in communicating 
our vision and identity. That’s why we spent months 
working with the team at Crane|West on a new logo. The 
result was a logo that still calls attention to a “location 
feature” (the steeple) but also reflects our identity and 
vision. 
 

 You’ll also see our “brand mark” in this logo (located 
to the right of FIRST). This mark actually communicates 
several things. First, it reflects our 
covenant connection to the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). We hold fast 
to our heritage as Disciples and sought to 
maintain a visual connection to that 
heritage. The “mark” is actually the 
intersection point of the St. Andrew’s cross 
found on the Chalice, the symbol of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). (We 
will continue to use the recognizable Chalice on some 
communications and signage). 
 But the four points of the “mark” also carry meaning. 
These points reflect our process for how we will 
accomplish our mission on the broadest level. The bottom 
point directs us upward as we lift up our praise to God 
(GROW by worshiping weekly). The top point aims 

downward, reminding us to ground ourselves in the Word 
of God (KNOW by studying regularly). The left point turns 
us outward 
and says 
“let’s go” 
towards our 
community 
and world 
(GO by serving consistently). Finally, the right point, 
slightly longer than the others, is shaped like a shepherd’s 
crook. This is a reminder to SHOW the peace of Christ 
everyday through our mission of shepherding every 
person to encounter the abundant peace of Christ. 

Redesigned Website 

 Have you seen our updated website? Just before 
Easter, we debuted the new look and feel to 
firstchristianwf.com. This new design seeks to better 
communicate who we are as well as present information 
is an easy-to-find format. We are still updating content 
and living into the new design, but we hope it will become 
the primary source for information and inspiration. 

Communications and Technology Ministry 

 As we revised our Bylaws last year, we added a new 
operational ministry: the Communications and Technology 
Ministry. This purpose of this ministry is to bring the 
church’s values to life through a balance of inspiration and 
information, reinforcing with clarity the common vision of 
the church. This ministry will oversee all church 
communications, developing and maintaining methods 
which promote the church’s ministries and highlight 
ministry priorities. This ministry began meeting in January 
and will continue to raise the standards and clarity of our 
communications 

Communications Interns 

 To help us better implement our communications 
strategies, we have added two internship positions: A 
Communications Intern and a Video Production Intern. 
We are pleased to add Bri Wingfield as 
our Communications Intern this 
summer. Bri is a Native of Wichita Falls, 
graduating from Rider High School in 
2016. Bri is a Senior Mass 
Communications Major at MSU and will 
be helping us with content creation, 
graphic design, social media, and more. 
Be sure to say hi to Bri and welcome her 
to First Christian Church! (I’ll introduce 
you to our Video Production Intern in the next Challenger). 
 There is much more to talk about when it comes to 
our communications initiatives and next steps, and I’ll 
share more in the coming months. But through all of this, 
let me remind us all that our communication efforts are 
ultimately not about First Christian Church, but about 
Jesus Christ. We want to help people find answers that 
make a real difference in their over-committed, over-
extended lives. And we believe that Jesus Christ is what 
will make that difference. Our communications, systems, 
and messaging are all about connecting people with the 
good news of Jesus Christ…and we will keep working 
tirelessly to make that happen! 
          Mark 
P.S. Speaking of communications, First Christian Church 
is now on Instagram. You can follow us there at 
@firstchristianwf. 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., April 27). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41 
Neighborhood (Wed., April 28). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 
Sunday School (Sun. May 2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 
Worship (May 2):     8:40am Worship Service . . . . . . . 23 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . . . 260 
      Total Worship. . . . . . . 309 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $19,336.85 
Sunday Receipts for 5/3/21 $14,615.00 
Through May 3: Income $326,542.76 Expenses $362,213.25 

This Sunday: 
 

“Rejected or Rejoicing?” 
I Samuel 1:9-28 
Dr. Mark Bender 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
May 19! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at Advanced Rehab is Ruth Ann 

Hooper. Released and back home are Shirley Craft, Jim 
Hay, Jane Long. 

Our condolences are extended to Dave Clark & 
Family on learning of the death of his sister, Sally Watts, 
on April 26th in Zanesville, OH. 

Our sympathies are extended to Jim & Karen 
LaValley & Family on learning of the death of their 
nephew, Doug Bonin, on May 2nd in Spring Hill, FL. 
 

 MSU Mustang Food Pantry: Our FCC family 
continues to play an active role in helping our next door 
neighbors - MSU college students in need - succeed by 
supporting the Mustang Food Pantry. Thank you! A list of 
the most needed items are: peanut butter & jelly, canned 
tuna and any other meats, canned fruit, tomato sauce, 
noodles, Mac & cheese and rice. 
 You can pull up to the Clark Student Center and call 
940-397-4224 with your donation, and a student will come 
to your car and carry in your items so you never have to 
even get out of your car. 
 Also, we're in the process of partnering with the 
Pantry and the Wichita Falls Area Food Bank so that they 
can buy large amounts at 19 cents a pound, which will 
help fulfill the rest of their needs each week. You can 
make a monetary donation by mailing a check to MSU 
Mustang Food Pantry, 3410 Taft Blvd, WF TX 76308; or 
going online to the MSU Texas website and clicking on 
Mustang Pantry. If you're a first time donor your gift will be 
matched! If you have any questions, please call Sally 
Hastings, 940-224-4416. 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services: The May collected item(s) will be: cans of 
peaches and cans of beans (all kinds: green beans, pinto 
beans, black beans, pork n’ beans, etc.). You can 
continue to help keep the pantry shelves filled by: 
Donating items needed for Pantry Sunday in April or any 
type of food items directly anytime into the large box on 
the porch by the Chapel entrance.  

Vacation Bible School 2021! 
July 26-30 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Register now on our website! 
 Discovery on Adventure Island 
invites children to arise and shine 
because the light of God's love has 
come and is shining on them! 
Children, ages 4 years—5th grade, will 
explore ways God shines great light in 
the world, and learn how they can 
also shine God's light by reflecting 
what they've learned. 

Wednesday Night Worship 

5:30 pm | Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 pm| Worship 

Christian Women’s 
Fellowship 

 There will be NO CWF Meetings in May. 

 The children of FCC will 
have the opportunity to take 
part in leading the 10:45 am 
worship service on Sunday, 
June 13, 2021. 

 During the summer quarter our children's ministry is 
focusing on the spiritual habit of sharing our story, and 
what better way to start doing this than with our church 
family! 
 The purpose of our kids taking over the worship 
service is to provide kids a platform – literally – to practice 
telling others about God! This is also a great opportunity 
for our church to witness what God is doing among the 
next generation! 
 If your child is interested in taking part in the worship 
service (there are both speaking and non-speaking roles), 
please contact Claire at 940-692-2282 or email her at 
claire@firstchristianwf.com. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, May 9, 2021  
MOTHER’S DAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
NO Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
NO Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, May 10, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-F) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Sanctuary) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021  
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Sanctuary) 
6:00 World Outreach & Community Service Ministry Meeting (F. Hall) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
           (Rm 304-308) 
7:00 Worship & Fine Arts Ministry Meeting (Sanctuary) 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
12:00 Evangelism Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, May 13, 2021 
7:30  College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, May 14, 2021    
7:00 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, May 16, 2021    
PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, May 17, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-F) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Sanctuary) 
5:00-8:00 CCF Staff Training (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021      
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Sanctuary) 
6:00 YAS End-of-Year Program & Reception  
      (Sanctuary/Livestream/Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Faith Formation Ministry Meeting (Zoom) 
6:00 Membership Ministry Meeting (Parlor) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 CGRM Support Groups (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, May 20, 2021 
YAS LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, May 21, 2021 
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
9:00 YAS Teacher In-Service (Classrooms) 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

5/9: Jerry Johnson, Sally Hastings; Kathleen Lauck, Presiding 
5/16: Sandra Ross, Dwight Ross III; Sherry Tucker, Presiding 

MAY DIACONATE SERVERS 
Brandi Brannon, John Cook, Fred Gentry, Lauren Johnson, Jim LaValley, Karen 
LaValley, Maggy Anderson, Jodi Bender, Dave Clark, Robert Hastings, Stacey 
Lingbeek, Ashley Warton, Davidson Cook, Christopher McKenzie. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media Bri Wingfield, Communications Intern 
 

Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on Or 
Subscribe to 

“Us” on 


