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 The Re-Entry Task Force and Elders discerned that 
the following changes to the current protocols can be 
made:  

 You may remove your mask when you are seated in 
your pew. Your mask must be on when singing and 
when moving in and out of the sanctuary. 

 The center ribbon in the pews will be removed and 
every other pew will be open for seating. We 
encourage you to continue social distancing as much 
as possible. 

 Diaconate will pass out worship bulletins as you enter 
the sanctuary, however, we will still have communion 
set in the pews and offering will continue to be 
collected online or in the collection box in the Narthex. 

 We ask that you continue to monitor your health and if 
you are not feeling well we encourage you to join us in 
worship on one of our Livestream options. 
 As has been the case throughout the past year, these 
decisions have not been made lightly and have not been 
rushed. We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide 
our decision-making and all of our efforts to love our 
neighbor (Galatians 5:13-14). 

Sunday, May 2 || 12:00 Noon—1:30 pm 
Fellowship Hall & Zoom 

Lunch provided 
 

 Join us for First Things - whether you are a first time 
guest or a long-time member, you are invited to 
participate in First Things, Sunday, May 2, from 12:00 pm 
- 1:30 pm. At First Things, you will learn about the history 
of First Christian Church, the beliefs and traditions of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and get to know the 
church a bit better all while connecting with fellow FCC 
worshippers. 
 

Register online: firstchristianwf.com/first-things 
or text: FIRSTTHINGS to 940.310.5673 

 We need your help! As a part of our commitment to, 
and vision for, ministering to families, we would like your 
input. There are three different surveys: 

Family Ministry Survey - this survey is for EVERYONE 
of EVERY AGE in the church to complete. It asks 
questions about our environments, our cultural climate, 
our communication with you, and more. 
Youth Survey - this survey is for our students in Grades 
6-12. It specifically seeks the opinions of our youth 
about our youth ministry program and environments. 
Children's Survey - this survey is for our kids in Grades 
K-5. If you have a child in this age range, would you 
help them answer these five questions? 

 Your answers are confidential and your constructive 
candor is appreciated. Your responses will be useful for 
our Vision Team and Ministries as we live into our 
commitment to family ministry. Additionally, portions of 
this information will also be useful to our Minister to Youth 
search committee as they begin their work. 
 These surveys, www.firstchristianwf.com/survey, will 
be available until Monday, May 3, but go ahead and take 
the time right now to complete it. Our ministry to every 
family in the church will be better for it! 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

We’re Built for This 
 Late last week, Timothy Dalrymple, the president and CEO 
of Christianity Today, wrote an editorial entitled The Splintering 
of the Evangelical Soul: Why we’re coming apart, and how we 
might come together again (Christianity Today, April 16, 2021).  
Although I don’t think this article was in response to the recent 
Gallup poll on the state of the church (U.S. Church Membership 
Falls Below Majority for First Time, Jeffrey M. Jones, March 29, 
2021) and to the subsequent reactions from numerous sources, 
Dalrymple’s article spoke to the challenges of being church in 
this era. 
 His opening paragraphs explain the challenge well: 

New fractures are forming within the American evangelical 
movement, fractures that do not run along the usual 
regional, denominational, ethnic, or political lines. Couples, 
families, friends, and congregations once united in their 
commitment to Christ are now dividing over seemingly 
irreconcilable views of the world. In fact, they are not 
merely dividing but becoming incomprehensible to one 
another. 
Recently, a group of my college friends, all raised and 
nurtured in healthy evangelical families and congregations, 
reconnected online in search of understanding. One 
person mourned that she could no longer understand her 
parents or how their views of the world had so suddenly 
and painfully shifted. Another described friends who were 
demographically identical, who had once stood beside him 
on practically every issue, but who now promoted ideas he 
found shocking. Still another said her church was breaking 
up, driven apart by mutual suspicion and 
misunderstanding. 
“These were my people,” one said, “but now I don’t know 
who they are, or maybe I don’t know who I am.” 
What do you do when you feel you’re losing the people you 
love to a false reality? What do you do with the humbling 
truth that they have precisely the same fear about you? 
The quandary is not unique to evangelicals. But fellow 
believers who once stood shoulder to shoulder now find 
that tectonic shifts have thrust them apart, their continents 
are separating, and they cannot find a bridge back to 
common ground. How could our views of reality diverge so 
dramatically—and is there anything we can do to draw 
together again? 

 As Dalrymple notes, this isn’t just an evangelical issue.  
This is an issue facing all corners of the church; all points on 
the religious spectrum, including centrists and progressives.  
That’s why I think his description of how people form their 
beliefs (what he calls “the plausibility of a particular claim”) is 
important for every Christian to consider: 

What determines the plausibility of a given claim is how 
well it conforms to what an individual experiences, already 
believes, and wants to believe…Desire plays a particularly 
complicated role in [determining plausibility]. We may 
desire not to believe a claim because it would separate us 
from those we love, confront us with painful truths, require 
a change in our behavior, impose a social cost, or so on.  
We may desire to believe a certain claim because it would 
be fashionable, confirm our prejudices, set us apart from 
those around us, anger our parents, or for countless other 
reasons. We will require more persuasion for claims we do 
not want to believe, and less for those we do. 

 This is the challenge. As we move even further into 
fragmented and polarized echo chambers - where all we hear is 

what we want to hear - the broader view of the world Christian 
communities once shared begins to narrow. We are less likely 
to leave room for other views. As Dalrymple rightly notes, the 
longer we…[skimp] on the deeper nourishment that cultivates 
Christ within us, the less we will have in common. 
 In his letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul wrote: Let 
those of us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if 
you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to 
you (Phil. 3:15). The first part of this verse recalls Paul’s 
mandate to let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus 
(2:5). Those who are mature will think about the Christian life 
the way Paul does. But the second part of this verse is a word 
of encouragement. Paul doesn’t say “But..” Rather, he begins 
with “And…” New Testament Professor Morna Hooker suggests 
that this allows room for different opinions to exist in Christian 
communities. To be clear, this is a word about differences of 
opinion on peripheral issues, rather than essentials, but the 
generosity of spirit described there is inclusive and welcoming 
rather than exclusive and bounded. 
 While Dalrymple lists several ways for the church to 
address the splintering, he names community as essential to 
Christian life: 

Rather than withdrawing into communities of common 
loathing, the church should be offering a community of 
common love, a sanctuary from the fragmentation and 
polarization, from the loneliness and isolation of the present 
moment. The church should model what it means to care 
for one another in spite of our differences on social and 
political matters and affirm the incomparably deeper 
rootedness of our identity in Christ. 

 This is what we are built to do as Disciples. We’re built to 
be a sanctuary from fragmentation and polarization. We’re built 
to model what community should look like – what diversity 
finding unity at the Lord’s Table looks like. As a movement that 
proclaims we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has 
welcomed us, we start with the premise that in spite of our 
fragmentation on a variety of issues, we hold something greater 
in common. That something is the love made known in Jesus 
Christ. 
 In describing the Disciples of Christ, James Craig once 
wrote: 

In common with other Christian bodies, the Disciples have 
their fundamentalists (literalists) and their liberals…There is 
nothing to prevent literalists and liberals from sitting down 
together around the Table of the Lord’s Supper, each 
responsible for his or her own belief and each serving God 
according to the dictates of his or her own conscience. 
(Look magazine, November 30, 1954). 

 This is who we are. Every Sunday, we sit down at the Table 
with Democrats and Republicans, conservatives and liberals, 
Aggies and Longhorns, Okies and Texans, people with the 
same taste in music as us and people who prefer other styles of 
music, people who look like us and people who don’t look like 
us…and our list of differences could go on and on. Yet, we’re a 
people defined, not by those things, but by the resurrection of 
the Son of God. We’re called to be redeemers and reconcilers.   
And that’s where our focus should be. 
          Mark 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., April 13). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39 
Neighborhood (Wed., April 14). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26 
Sunday School (Sun. April 18) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65 
Worship (April 18):     8:40am Worship Service . . . . . . . 23 
      10:45am Worship Service . . . . . . 260 
       Total Worship. . . . .309 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $19,336.85 
Sunday Receipts for 4/18/21 $3,250.00 
Through April 19: Income $284,776.58 Expenses $323,834.62 

This Sunday: 
 

“Inquisitive or Influential?” 
John 4:7-26 

Rev. Josh deSteiguer 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

May Scripture Readings 
1 Luke 6:20-31    17 Psalm 30:1-4 
2 Judges 6:11-20    18 Isaiah 40:27-31 
3 Isaiah 43:1-7    19 Psalm 119:129-136 
4 2 Peter 1:3-8    20 Acts 5:12-16 
5 Acts 17:16-34    21 1 Corinthians 12:14-25 
6 Psalm 121:1-8    22 Revelation 21:1-5 
7 1 Peter 4:8-11    23 Mark 16:9-20 
8 Ephesians 2:1-10   24 Jeremiah 29:1-13 
9 2 Peter 1:12-19    25 Psalm 119:103-105 
10 Exodus 4:10-17    26 Obadiah vv.10-15 
11 Mark 4:35-41    27 Psalm 18:1-9 
12 Isaiah 20:1-6    28 Isaiah 46:3-9 
13 2 Corinthians 2:14-17  29 Matthew 25:31-40 
14 Galatians 3:23-29   30 John 8:12-19 
15 Psalm 107:4-9    31 Philippians 1:3-8 
16 Matthew 6:7-13 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
May 5! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 MSU Mustang Food Pantry: Our FCC family 
continues to play an active role in helping our next door 
neighbors - MSU college students in need - succeed by 
supporting the Mustang Food Pantry. Thank you! A list of 
the most needed items are: peanut butter & jelly, canned 
tuna and any other meats, canned fruit, tomato sauce, 
noodles, Mac & cheese and rice. 
 You can pull up to the Clark Student Center and call 
940-397-4224 with your donation, and a student will come 
to your car and carry in your items so you never have to 
even get out of your car. 
 Also, we're in the process of partnering with the 
Pantry and the Wichita Falls Area Food Bank so that they 
can buy large amounts at 19 cents a pound, which will 
help fulfill the rest of their needs each week. You can 
make a monetary donation by mailing a check to MSU 
Mustang Food Pantry, 3410 Taft Blvd, WF TX 76308; or 
going online to the MSU Texas website and clicking on 
Mustang Pantry. If you're a first time donor your gift will be 
matched! If you have any questions, please call Sally 
Hastings, 940-224-4416. 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach 
Services - May 2: The May collected item(s) will be: 
cans of peaches and cans of beans (all kinds: green 
beans, pinto beans, black beans, pork n’ beans, etc.). You 
can continue to help keep the pantry shelves filled by: 
Donating items needed for Pantry Sunday in April or any 
type of food items directly anytime into the large box on 
the porch by the Chapel entrance. If you would like to 
support Interfaith with a financial gift, you can mail your 
donation to Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 
76301), or you can donate on their website. 
 

 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! Bring a 
friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 
on Friday morning, May 14th, from 7:00-8:00 am, at the 
Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy. 
 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: in Dallas is Jane Long. Released and 

back home are Amanda Statser, Pat Sutton-Hoeffner & 
Karen Watson. 

Our condolences are extended to Amanda & 
Joshua Statser and Robert & Deanna Henry on learning 
of the death of their daughter and granddaughter, Jade 
Rose Statser, on April 11th. Jade Rose was born on April 
5th at Harris Methodist Hospital in Fort Worth. 

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Mary 
Ruth Parker Evry. Mrs. Evry passed away on March 27th 
in LaJolla CA. 

Save the date for 
Vacation Bible School 2021! 

July 26-30 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Register now on our website! 
 Discovery on Adventure Island 
invites children to arise and shine 
because the light of God's love has 
come and is shining on them! 
Children, ages 4 years—5th grade, 
will explore ways God shines great 
light in the world, and learn how they 
can also shine God's light by 
reflecting what they've learned. 

Wednesday Night Worship 

5:30 pm | Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 pm| Worship 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

Our Website 
Be sure to check our website for information on events 
and resources offered by First Christian Church! The 
more the website is visited the more popular the site 
becomes on the search engines allowing for individuals 
to find the site easier! Let’s make our church one that is 
easily located both in the community and on the web! 

http://www.firstchristianwf.com/ 

Sanctuary Flowers 
 There are open dates for 
Sanctuary flower donations! If you 
would like flowers displayed in the 
Sanctuary worship service in honor 
or in memory of a loved one or 
group, please contact Sherry 
Tucker at 940-696-2490. 

Children Come First Book Fair 
 We are so excited that we are able to host a book fair 
this spring. However it will be slightly different than in 
years past. We will have the fair set up in the back of the 
Fellowship Hall. We have a schedule for when we will 
have staff present, but we will still have order forms and a 
drop box if you want to shop on Sundays. 

Wednesday April 21st 3:45-6:00pm 
Thursday April 22nd 9:00am-12:00pm & 3:45pm-6:00pm 

Friday April 23rd 9:00am-12:00pm & 3:45pm-6:00pm 
Monday April 26th 3:00pm-6:00pm 
Tuesday April 27th 3:00pm-6:00pm 

Wednesday April 28th 9:00am-12:00pm & 3:00pm-6:00pm 
 

May Meetings 
 Will be as follows: 
Tuesday, May 4th: Communication & Technology 
      at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
Tuesday, May 11th: Membership at 6:00 pm, Parlor 
     Outreach at 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
     Worship at 7:00 pm, Sanctuary 
Wednesday, May 12th: Evangelism at 12:00 pm, Rm 310 
Tuesday, May 18th:  Faith Formation at 6:00 pm, Zoom 
     Stewardship at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
Tuesday, May 25th: Executive Council at 6:00 pm,  
          Fellowship Hall 
 If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on Mondays, May 3rd, 10th, 17th, & 
24th. 
 

Shepherds Wanted 
 Membership is looking for volunteers that are 
interested in being a Shepherd to some of our families at 
FCC. It doesn’t require a lot of time, and training is 
included! Please contact Susan Buckley, 781-6128, if you 
have any questions, or if you are interested in helping us 
out by taking a “Flock”. 
 

Pickleball! 
 Join us on Sunday afternoon in the gym to play 
Pickleball. No experience required, on the court 
instruction, and loads of fun. We play from 2-4, so 
come for the whole time, or half the time and find out 
what the BIG "dill" is! 

 Debbie Watson, our organist would like to include 
your favorite hymn in the worship service on Sunday 
mornings. Please give us your name, hymn title, and then 
in 50 words or less, tell us why this hymn is special to 
you. 
 You can email your hymn information to 
susan@firstchristianwf.com, or you can bring it to the 
church office. 

 There is simply no substitute for a warm, personal 
invitation to join you at church. But when you “like and 
share” a video or post from our church, you are extending 
an invitation to hundreds in your circle. It’s this 
simple….when you see a post or video from First Christian 
on Facebook or YouTube, share it. It’s this crucial step 
that enables us to increase our circle…to widen our scope.  
Thank you for helping us spread the joy and love of Christ 
we have found here. 



1 Dana Allison 
 Gaylan Judah 
 Treva Spradley 
 Emily Wilson 
 
2 Chad Pontius 
 
4 Jim LaValley 
 Kirstan Raber 
 
5 John Cook 
 Jerry Johnson 
 Greyson Westbrook 
 
6 Ashley Burross 
 Lela Burross 
 Brenda Elrod 
 Rachel McLaughlin 
 Kelly Murphey 
 
8 Delight Clements 
 Sandrea Marvel 
 Tim Williamson 
 
9 Kinsley Burross 
 
10 Linda McCoy 
 Lita Watson 

11 Cheryl Appling 
 Wendi Jo Miller 
 Judy Muir 
 Cheryl Smiley 
 
12 Linda C. Carr 
 
14 Amara Rodriguez 
 
15 Debbi Schmidt 
 
16 Karen Burross 
 
17 Christopher McKenzie 
 Lonny Morrison 
 Mary Schrieber 
 
18 Lauren Johnson 
 
20 Fred Farrell 
 
22 Leann Elder 
 Kiran Rodriguez 
 Steven Young 
 
23 Emalee Gentry 
 Margaret Harris 
 Betty Rafuse 

24 Jack Brunson 
 David Diebold 
 Ethan Earley 
 
25 Phyllis Hiraki 
 Sue Wineinger 
 
26 Sally Hastings 
 
27 Chesta Owens 
 Julia Ward 
 Paula Zahn 
 
28 Margo Harris 
 Eric Hartman 
 Doug Thompson 
 Eddie Tucker 
 
29 Ann Gunn 
 

8 Tonia & Vince Machado 
 
21 Abby & Nathan Van De Vyvere 
 
24 Francine Carraro & Kevin Coleman 
 
27 Gidget & Michael Pettibon 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, April 25, 2021  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
4:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Sanctuary) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, April 26, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-F) 
3:00-6:00 CCF Book Fair (Fellowship Hall) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, April 27, 2021  
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Tu/Wed) (Rm 300) 
3:00-6:00 CCF Book Fair (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
           (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, April 28, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
9:00-12:00 & 3:00-6:00 CCF Book Fair (Fellowship Hall) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, April 29, 2021 
7:30  College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, April 30, 2021    
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, May 2, 2021    
PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
12:00-1:30 First Things (Fellowship Hall) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, May 3, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-F) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021      
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00 YAS Music (Sanctuary) 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers Mtg (Nocona TX) 
6:00 Communication & Technology Ministry Mtg (Rm 310) 
6:30 CGRM Support Groups (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00-11:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 300) 
10:00 YAS Music (Sanctuary) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, May 6, 2021 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, May 7, 2021 
9:00-11:00 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

4/25: Cindy Hernandez, John Buckley; Linda Cook, Presiding 
5/2: Jerry Johnson, Sally Hastings; Gary Ballard, Presiding 

APRIL DIACONATE SERVERS 
Teresa Archambo, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Melody Jennings, James Poole, Stacey 
Strickland, Terry Walker, Bob & Mary Carlton, Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Karen 
Watson, Hannah Earley, Isabell Murphey. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Administrative Assistant Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 

Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on Or 
Subscribe to 

“Us” on 




	CHALLENGER-Copier Weekly Version.pdf
	CHALLENGER-Back of Calendar Insert Page.pdf
	Monthly Calendar - May 2021.pdf

