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 Join us for an Easter Egg hunt this Sunday, March 28, 
immediately following the 10:45 am worship service. We 
will gather in the Fellowship Hall right after the service for 
directions and a quick activity and then we will move 
outside for the egg hunt! 
 This would be a great day to invite your friends and 
their kids to join you in worship and at the Egg Hunt! 

 This Easter season, take a journey from darkness to 
light, from brokenness to healing, and from sorrow to joy. 
Join us for Holy Week from March 28 – April 4, when we 
will walk in real time through the last hours of Jesus' life, 
death, and resurrection. The story culminates in a 
glorious celebration on Easter Sunday! 

March 28 Palm Sunday 
   8:40 am and 10:45 am 

April 1  Maundy Thursday 
   7:00 pm (Sanctuary and Livestream) 

April 1 -2 Prayer Vigil 
   30 minute intervals beginning at 8:00 pm 

April 4  Easter Sunday 
   7:00 am, 8:40 am, and 10:45 am 

 Easter Sunday is the 
remembrance of God's 
ultimate saving deed as we 
celebrate Jesus conquering 
sin and death! 

 Sunrise Worship (7:00 
am) – Just as the women 
came to the tomb at early 
dawn on the first day of the 
week (Luke 24:1-12), this 
service in the Garden of the 
Cross at the dawning of the 

day celebrates that Christ is risen! 

 Sanctuary Worship (8:40 am and 10:45 am) – These 
two services will proclaim the transforming power of 
Christ's resurrection with music, Holy Communion, and a 
message of hope. The 10:45 am service will also feature 
the celebration of baptisms. 

 We can't wait to celebrate Easter with you! But we 
would love to know you are coming so that we have 
enough properly socially-distanced seating available. 
 Please let us know which service you and your family 
plan to attend by calling the church office or texting:  

RSVP to 940-310-5673. 

30 minute intervals begin at 8:00 pm on April 1 
Concludes at 8:00 pm on April 2 

Sign up for a slot by calling the church office or texting: 
PRAYER to 940-310-5673 

As the events of Holy Week unfold, our Maundy Thursday 
service will take place on 
April 1 at 7:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary or by 
livestream. This Service 
of the Upper Room will 
remind us of the 
practices Jesus instituted 
and promised to his 
disciples on the night 
before his crucifixion. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

Spiritual Growth – Who is Responsible? (Part Four) 
 During Lent, these columns have been focused on our 
spiritual growth. Part Three of this series began our look at 
seven spiritual practices that can truly propel us into a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ – 1. Reflection on Scripture, 2. 
Bible Reading, and 3. Prayer to Seek Guidance. In this final 
installment on Spiritual Growth – Who is Responsible?, we will 
examine the final four practices that can catalyze our spiritual 
growth: 
 

4. Prayer to Confess Sins – there is a particular authenticity 
that comes from confessing your shortcomings before God. 
Most of the time, this kind of prayer is done in private 
because it is so personal. We are sharing our sins before 
God. The Apostle Paul correctly noted in Romans that all 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 
3:23). We aren’t informing God of something that God 
doesn’t know, and confession isn’t a technicality to secure 
forgiveness. Instead, this kind of prayer is a way of agreeing 
with God about our sin and a step towards heartfelt 
repentance. After all, words are just words unless their 
sincere. 
 

Perhaps the most well-known 
prayer of confession is Psalm 
51 – David’s prayer to God 
following his indiscretion with 
Bathsheba. In this psalm, 
David first comes clean with 
God, owning up to his sin. “For 
I know my transgressions, and 
my sin is ever before me” (v. 
3). David also recognized that 
his sin was an act of rebellion 
against God. “Against You, 
You only, I have sinned and 
done what is evil in Your 
sight” (v. 4). Even though his actions hurt others, David’s 
sin grieved God the most. In addition to these two 
indications of heartfelt confession, David also 
acknowledged that the Lord was his just and sovereign 
judge. “You are justified when You speak and blameless 
when You judge” (v. 4). The fact that David was king and 
had been obedient in the past was not a right to engage in 
disobedience. David came to God broken and empty of his 
personal accomplishments. He was a sinner begging for 
mercy before the throne of God. 
 

The good news is that, in Christ, we can confidently seek 
God’s mercy, both during temptation and when we fail 
(Hebrews 4:16). And by praying to confess sins, we begin 
to see sin the way God sees it and move towards true 
repentance. 
 

Action Item:  Read Psalm 32 (or another penitential psalm – 
Psalms 6, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143) and use it as a guide for 
confessing your own sins to God in prayer. 

 

5. Tithing – the concept of giving 10% of your income to God 
has its roots in the Old Testament laws of First Fruits (the 
first crop to ripen was to be given to God – Leviticus 23:10-
14) and the act of tithing (a full tenth of one’ income, beyond 
the first fruits, was to be given away in celebration of the 
gracious provision of God – Deuteronomy 14:22-27). 
However, Jesus only mentions the tithe twice – both times 
negatively (Luke 18:21; Matthew 23:22) – and Paul, who 
talks a good deal about giving, does not talk about the law 
of the tithe at all. 

I like Richard Foster’s explanation of this. “The tithe simply 
is not a sufficiently radical concept to embody the carefree 
unconcern for possessions that marks life in the Kingdom of 
God. It’s quite possible to obey the law of the tithe without 
ever dealing with our love of money.” The tithe can be a 
beginning way to acknowledge God as owner of all things, 
but it is only a beginning and not an ending. 
 
Action Item: Examine your budget and your recent spending 
(bank statement, checkbook register, online transaction list). 
What does this reveal about your spending priorities? Is 
your first priority to support God’s work (2 Corinthians 8:7)? 
If this is something you need to improve upon, begin to 
make a plan for doing so. 
 

6. Journaling – journaling is the practice of writing down your 
experiences, observations, and reflections so that you might 
look behind the events of the day for their hidden meaning 
and indicators of God’s presence and provision. Most of us 
don’t journal because we don’t think we have the time or 
anything to say. But journaling doesn’t need to be 
complicated. Gordon MacDonald suggests buying a spiral 
notebook and writing the word “Yesterday…” at the top of 
every page. Then, each day, recount the previous day’s 
events – sort of a postgame analysis. If you need more 
prompting, Michael Hyatt suggests you fill in an answer to 
these questions: What’s been happening? What are some 
recent wins? How are you feeling? What are you grateful 
for? What are you learning? What decisions have you 
made? What can you do to advance your goals? Is anything 
holding you back? What would you do if you weren’t afraid 
of losing? 
 
While journaling can have numerous benefits, one key 
benefit is that it forces us to examine our lives. Whether we 
repeat the same errors day after day, or fail to learn from the 
good and bad decisions we make, or just want to know 
where we’re going, journaling can help us identify where 
God is making the journey with us. 
 
Action Item: Commit to writing a paragraph or two every day 
for one week using one of the prompts above. Then look 
back to see where God has provided for you or opened your 
eyes to God’s movement in the world. 
 

7. Solitude – this is a practice we are increasingly unfamiliar 
with as citizens of a 24-hour digital world. Yet, solitude is the 
discipline that calls us to consciously pull away from 
everything else in our lives to give our full and undivided 
attention to God. Officially, solitude is the “absence of 
human activity.” Almost every significant figure in the Bible 
spent time practicing this discipline. And, of course, the 
Gospels frequently mention how Jesus “went off to a solitary 
place” to pray (e.g. Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12). These moments 
are to more fully experience the presence of God. 
 
Silence and solitude are complimentary disciplines that aid 
our communion, but while silence almost always requires 
solitude, solitude does not necessarily require silence. 
Solitude can include prayer, verbal mediation on scripture, 
singing psalms or hymns, and other “noisy” activities. But, 
whatever practices you employ, solitude amplifies the other 
spiritual disciplines, helping you achieve a greater focus in 
every spiritual practice. 
 
Action Item: Book two hours on your calendar next month 
for practicing solitude. This could be two hours fishing, or 
reading and reflecting at the park, or an intentional retreat – 
all with the goal of being with God. 

 
 As I’ve said before, like any relationship, the depth of our 
relationship with Christ develops with increasingly frequent and 
intimate communication. May the practices we’ve discovered 
and sharpened this Lent continue this movement the rest of the 
year as well. 
         Mark 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., March 16). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39 
Neighborhood (Wed., March 17). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 
Sunday School (Sun. March 21) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59 
Worship (March 21): 8:40am Drive In Worship Service . . .18 
    10:45am Worship Service . . . . . . . . . 206 
       Total Worship. . . . .249 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $19,336.85 
Sunday Receipts for 3/21/21 $28,815.00 
Through March 22: Income $222,042.98 Expenses $229,016.89 

This Sunday: 
 

“Looking Around at Everything” 
Mark 11:1-11 

Dr. Mark R. Bender 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Join us on the East Parking lot this Sunday morning at 
8:40 am for a Drive-In Communion service! This short 
service features hymns, prayers, a message, and 
communion. Come start your Sunday with this Worship 
Experience. 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
April 7! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 Pantry Sunday will be Sunday, April 4th. The April 
collected item(s) will be: jelly and toilet paper. You can 
continue to help keep the pantry shelves filled by: Donating 
items needed for Pantry Sunday in April or any type of food 
items directly anytime into the large box on the porch by the 
Chapel entrance. If you would like to support Interfaith with a 
financial gift, you can mail your donation to Interfaith (1101 
11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or you can donate on their 
website. 
 

 Shepherds Wanted: Membership is looking for 
volunteers that are interested in being a Shepherd to some of 
our families at FCC. It doesn’t require a lot of time, and 
training is included! Please contact Susan Buckley, 781-
6128, if you have any questions, or if you are interested in 
helping us out by taking a “Flock”. 
 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: no one. Released and back home are 

Alice Gordon and Jim LaValley. 
Our sympathies are extended to our custodian, 

Preston Sonntag and Family on learning of the death of his 
grandmother, Joyce Bullock, on March 16th. in Shawnee OK. 

Congratulations to Janie DeVilbiss and Neil Reinhardt, 
who were married on March 13th by Rev. Brett Coe. Janie is 
the daughter of Lee Bybee and Roger DeVilbiss and the 
granddaughter of Sara Anderson. 

The Practice of SIMPLICITY 
A Wednesday Evening Lenten Study 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm | In Person and by Zoom 
 Every Sunday during Lent, we are focusing on the spiritual 
discipline of Simplicity. But what does it mean to live simply? 
 To help us figure that out, each Wednesday at 6:00 pm we 
will take the previous Sunday's topic and consider what it means 
to put that into practice in our lives. 
 This Wednesday Evening Lenten Study will feature a time 
of teaching following by small group discussion. You can join in 
this study in-person in the Fellowship Hall or by Zoom. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86340536344?
pwd=RldkVzhKQ1FnTUlKU05OYWtaaVF1QT09 
Meeting ID: 863 4053 6344 | Passcode: 755644 

Make this a part of your spiritual growth this Lenten season! 

Time To Order Easter Flowers! 
 We will be using a variety of 
Spring flowers this year to 
decorate the Sanctuary for Easter. 
If you would like to furnish one in 
memory or honor of a loved one, 
please fill out the form below and 

return it with your check to the church office. The Easter flowers 
are $13.00 each and the deadline to order is March 28th. 
 

Donor ______________________________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 
In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 
In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_________ 
 

Total paid______________________ Cash / Check #_______________________ 

Save the date for 
Vacation Bible School 2021! 

July 26-30 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Discovery on Adventure Island 
invites children to arise and shine 
because the light of God's love has 
come and is shining on them! Children, 
ages 4 years—5th grade, will explore 
ways God shines great light in the 
world, and learn how they can also 
shine God's light by reflecting what 
they've learned. 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

Our Website 
Be sure to check our website for information on events 
and resources offered by First Christian Church! The 
more the website is visited the more popular the site 
becomes on the search engines allowing for individuals 
to find the site easier! Let’s make our church one that is 
easily located both in the community and on the web! 

http://www.firstchristianwf.com/ 

Sanctuary Flowers 
 There are open dates for 
Sanctuary flower donations! If you 
would like flowers displayed in the 
Sanctuary worship service in honor 
or in memory of a loved one or 
group, please contact Sherry 
Tucker at 940-696-2490. 

Audio for all sermons can be found on our website, 
www.firstchristianwf.com! Just click on the "Resources" 
tab in the top right and click on the "Sermons" option. 

 Debbie Watson, our organist would like to include 
your favorite hymn in the worship service on Sunday 
mornings. Please give us your name, hymn title, and then 
in 50 words or less, tell us why this hymn is special to 
you. 
 You can email your hymn information to 
susan@firstchristianwf.com, or you can bring it to the 
church office. 

Needs you! 
 We are expanding our 
hours beginning the week of 
April 5th to be open 5 days 
a week. With these 
additional shifts, we have 3 
openings for office 
volunteers. We need 1 
volunteer on Monday from 9
-11:30am and 2 volunteers 
on Tuesday from 12-2pm. 
 Office volunteers are 

the first contact a client has with Interfaith. They answer 
the phone when a client calls. They are responsible for 
getting basic information about the client, getting files set 
up or updating current files and then taking that 
information to an intake volunteer for the rest of the 
process. At this time, we are not doing any face-to-face 
contact with clients, it is all done over the phone. We are 
wearing masks at all times and maintain distance when at 
all possible. 
 If you are interested, please call us and come in and 
talk! We would love to show you around, answer your 
questions and then you can decide if this is the place for 
you! Call Prissy Stanley at 322-1365. 

 There is simply no substitute for a warm, personal 
invitation to join you at church. But when you “like and 
share” a video or post from our church, you are extending 
an invitation to hundreds in your circle. It’s this 
simple….when you see a post or video from First Christian 
on Facebook or YouTube, share it. It’s this crucial step 
that enables us to increase our circle…to widen our scope.  
Thank you for helping us spread the joy and love of Christ 
we have found here. 



1 Shirley Beck 
 Harry Cobble III 
 Robert Henry 
 Kristie Jones 
 
2 Paul Loskot 
 
3 Bud Love 
 
4 Mark Zug 
 
5 Randy Long 
 Kyle Morris 
 Karen Murdock 
 
6 Melba Anastopoulos 
 Jason Barker 
 Karen LaValley 
 
7 Zetty Anderson 
 John Kable 
 
8 Debbie Carlton 
 
9 Sandra Ketchum 
 Jo Ella Rice 
 

10 Cathy Gately 
 Patrick Jackson 
 Fred Ridenour 
 
11 Hayley Boydston 
 David Collins 
 Ed Robinson 
 
12 Mark Gibson 
 Haze Rodriguez 
 
13 Fred Gentry 
 Delaney Murdock 
 Richard Wearth Jr. 
 
15 Galen Wells 
 
16 Dave Brummett 
 
17 Judy Clymer 
 
18 David Sabine 
 
19 Linda Christoff 
 
21 Jason Appling 
 Susan Buckley 

22 Lynette Gill 
 
24 Luke Machado 
 Ethan Pettibon 
 H.P. Schuele 
 Matthew Tatro 
 
25 Nancy Jolliff 
 
26 Scott Raber 
 Charlie Stewart 
 
27 Gary Ballard 
 Larry Ballard 
 
28 Michael Allison 
 John Christoff 
 Mark A. Vallejo 
 Yasmine Wise 
 
29 Amy Churchill 
 Sherry Maulden 
 
30 Sloane Westbrook 
 

2 Kalyn & Blake Dabbs 
 Cary & Doug Thompson 
 
9 Sandra Ketchum & Jerry Whatley 
 
13 Sharon & Kerry Roach 
 
15 Joanne & Mark Zellner 
 
 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 

21 Kellie & Logan Wostal 
 
22 Cal & Buddy Edgemon jr. 
 
25 Cindy & Robert Hernandez 
 
26 Lynda & Virgil Lee 
 
29 Catherine & Jon Earley 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, March 28, 2021  
PALM SUNDAY / EASTER SPECIAL OFFERING 
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot) 
9:30 Sunday School (In Person & Zoom) 
9:30 Pastor’s Class (Rm 402) 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
12:00 Easter Egg Hunt (Fellowship Hall/Outside) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
4:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Sanctuary) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, March 29, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-Th) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-Th) 
12:00-2:00 YAS Staff Mtg (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021  
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Tu/Wed) (Rm 300) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
           (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
10:15 Sheri Sutton’s Lenten Bible Study (Zoom) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Lenten Study (Fellowship Hall/Zoom) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, April 1, 2021 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
7:00 Maundy Thursday Service (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
NO  College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
8:00 24-Hour Prayer Vigil Begins 
Friday, April 2, 2021    
GOOD FRIDAY 
Children Come First Closed 
Young Ages Preschool Closed 
8:00 pm 24-Hour Prayer Vigil Ends 
Sunday, April 4, 2021    
EASTER / EASTER SPECIAL OFFERING 
PANTRY SUNDAY 
7:00 Sunrise Service (Garden of the Cross 
8:40 Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
9:30 Sunday School (In Person & Zoom) 
NO Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
NO Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
NO Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, April 5, 2021 
CHURCH BUILDING, OFFICES & ALL PROGRAMS CLOSED 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021      
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (Tu-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (Tu-F) 
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Tu/Wed) (Rm 300) 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Meeting (Park Place CC) 
6:00 Communications & Technology Ministry Mtg (Rm 310/Zoom) 
6:30 CGRM Support Groups (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Lenten Study (Fellowship Hall/Zoom) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
10:00-10:30 YAS Chapel (Chapel) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
10:00-10:30 YAS Chapel (Chapel) 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

3/28: Linda Cook, Jerry Johnson; Sally Hastings, Presiding 
Maundy Thursday:  Kathleen Lauck, Richard Phillips; Ann Hunter, Presiding 

4/4: Sherry Tucker, Sandra Ross; Dwight Ross III, Presiding 

MARCH DIACONATE SERVERS 
Shirley Craft, Ronnie James, Margaret Phillips, Fred & Jane Ridenour, Twila 
Boydston, Marc Cannedy, Leann Elder, Jaiden “JJ” Johnson, Sheila Reynolds, 
Tyler Thomas, Julia Ward, Emily Thomas. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 

Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on Or 
Subscribe to 

“Us” on 
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