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 Join us for an Easter 
Egg hunt on Sunday, 
March 28, immediately 
following the 10:45 am 
worship service. We will 
gather in the Fellowship 
Hall right after the service 
for a quick activity and 
then we will move outside 

for the egg hunt! 
 Not ready for an egg hunt in a large group? Sign up 
for one of our "At Home" egg hunt kits! These kits will 
have everything you need to have Christ centered Easter 
egg hunt at home. The deadline to sign up or these kits is 
by the end of the day on Friday, March 19. Email Claire 
(claire@firstchristianwf.com) or call the church office for 
more information. 
 If you would like to help supply candy for the Easter 
eggs and/or help fill Easter eggs we would love your help! 
All candy donations can be dropped off in the church 
office. Eggs will be available on Sunday, March 7, to take 
home and fill. We ask that all eggs be returned to the 
church office by Sunday, March 21. 

Save the date for 
Vacation Bible School 2021! 

July 26-30 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Discovery on Adventure Island 
invites children to arise and shine 
because the light of God's love has 
come and is shining on them! 
Children, ages 4 years—5th grade, 
will explore ways God shines great 
light in the world, and learn how they 
can also shine God's light by 
reflecting what they've learned. 

 In response to Governor Greg Abbott's Executive 
Order GA 34, which rescinded a statewide mask 
mandate, our Worship ReEntry Task Force and the Elders 
met Monday evening to discuss our current protocols. 
 We celebrate the strides made to contain the spread 
of COVID-19 and the success Wichita Falls is 
experiencing with low positive numbers and decreasing 
case counts. We also rejoice in the number of our church 
members who have already been vaccinated and look 
forward to further availability in the coming weeks for 
those who choose to take it. 
 Our ultimate goal is the resumption of in-person 
worship activities without restrictions, but the safety and 
health of those around us remains paramount. The Task 
Force and Elders discerned that continued caution is 
prudent for the next several weeks. We will continue with 
our current protocols (which include wearing a mask while 
inside the building and during our worship services). 
These protocols will be reviewed again after Easter. 
 As has been the case throughout the past year, these 
decisions have not been made lightly and have not been 
rushed. We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide 
our decision-making and all of our efforts to love our 
neighbor (Galatians 5:13-14). 

 This Easter season, take a journey from darkness to 
light, from brokenness to healing, and from sorrow to joy. 
Join us for Holy Week from March 28 – April 4, when we 
will walk in real time through the last hours of Jesus' life, 
death, and resurrection. The story culminates in a 
glorious celebration on Easter Sunday! 

March 28 Palm Sunday 
   8:40 am and 10:45 am 

April 1  Maundy Thursday 
   7:00 pm (Sanctuary and Livestream) 

April 1 -2 Prayer Vigil 
   30 minute intervals beginning at 8:00 pm 

April 4  Easter Sunday 
   7:00 am, 8:40 am, and 10:45 am 

Cookies are Coming! 
 Watch for details about a sweet 
treat for you and your friends and 
neighbors, available following the 10:45 
am Worship Service on March 21. 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

Spiritual Growth – Who is Responsible? (Part Three) 
 We are at the midpoint of the liturgical season of Lent. 
Observing a Holy Lent has called upon us to intentionally enter a 
time of self-examination and penitence, of prayer and fasting, of 
practicing works of love, and of reading and reflecting on God’s 
Holy Word. Of the four factors involved in your spiritual growth, it 
is personal spiritual practices like these that can truly propel us 
into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 As I noted in Part Two, these practices are, in the absence 
of seeing or hearing God through our sensory capabilities, the 
primary channels through which God communicates his love 
and guidance to us. We access and respond to God through 
reflecting on Scripture, praying, engaging in solitude, and other 
practices. Apart from these personal spiritual practices, our 
ability to listen to God is mostly limited to whatever we pick up 
through intermediaries – the sermon at church, the lesson at 
Sunday School, or the author of a Christian book. 
 Like any relationship, the depth of our relationship with 
Christ develops with increasingly frequent and intimate 
communication. Greg Hawkins and Cally Parkinson describe 
this with a great analogy: 

Consider the difference between relationships 
characterized by a casual hand wave across a parking 
lot and the interaction between people who can 
complete each other’s sentences. That’s the difference 
between a relationship with Christ characterized by 
passive weekend church attendance and a relationship 
alert and responsive to his divine promptings. 

 So what are some of these personal practices that can 
deepen our relationship with Christ? There are seven practices 
that catalyze our spiritual growth:  

1. Reflection on Scripture – 
This is by far the most 
influential personal 
spiritual practice for 
moving you closer to 
Christ. This is true whether 
you are new to the faith or 
further along on your faith 
journey. In fact, Willow 
Creek’s REVEAL research 
determined that reflection 
on scripture is twice as 
powerful in accelerating 
the growth of spiritually 
mature people. Reflection on scripture is the process of 
asking how does what I read in the Bible impact my life? 
 
Action Item: One of the scripture texts that has been 
instrumental to decision-making and practice during the 
COVID-19 pandemic comes from Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians: 
 

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; 
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-
indulgence, but through love become slaves to one 
another.  For the whole law is summed up in a single 
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (5:13-14 NRSV) 

 
 I also like how Eugene Peterson paraphrases these 

verses in The Message: 
 

It is absolutely clear that God has called you to a free 
life. Just make sure that you don’t use this freedom as 

an excuse to do whatever you want to do and destroy 
your freedom. Rather, use your freedom to serve one 
another in love; that’s how freedom grows. For 
everything we know about God’s Word is summed up in 
a single sentence: Love others as you love yourself. 
That’s an act of true freedom. 

 
 If you can, read all six chapters of Galatians. That will 

help you better understand the context of the freedom 
Paul is describing. But, just focusing on these two 
verses (5:13-14), what does this text say to you? How 
should this change your mindset and actions today? 
What does it mean to you that your freedom grows as 
you serve another in love? What other “takeaways” is 
the Holy Spirit illuminating as you read this text? 

 
2. Bible Reading – this practice differs from Reflection on 

Scripture as it focuses more on Bible study and learning the 
“content” of the faith. Whereas the practice of Reflection on 
Scripture is about spiritual formation, the practice of Bible 
Reading is about spiritual information. But this practice is 
not just about filling our heads. It is based on the 
understanding that good decisions come from good 
information. The more we “stock our heads and hearts” with 
thoughts, phrases, and applications drawn from scripture, 
the better these verses will shape our thoughts and actions 
going forward. 
 
Action Item(s):  

 Purchase a study bible that provides insight and 
commentary about the text you are reading. I 
recommend the HarperCollins Study Bible or the 
New Interpreter’s Study Bible but there are other 
good study bibles that help you more fully 
understand the terms, ideas, literary features, and 
history behind the scripture text. 

 Commit to reading your Bible. Don’t overdo it. Start 
with the Gospel of Mark. It is 16 chapters long. If 
you read just one chapter each day starting today, 
you will complete this Gospel before Holy Week 
begins. 

 
3. Prayer to Seek Guidance – this spiritual practice is, perhaps, 

the most familiar prayer form. God, help me to…understand, 
know what to do, know what to say, have the strength to, 
etc. These are prayers asking for God’s direction and 
counsel. 
 
A prayer of the 16th Century Anglican Bishop Lancelot 
Andrews illustrates this kind of prayer: 
 

O Lord, be my God, and let there be no other before you. 
Grant me to worship you and serve you according to 
your commandments with truth in my spirit, with 
reverence in my body, with the blessing upon my lips – 
both in private and in public. Help me to show honor and 
submission to those who have been put over me. Help 
me to show affection for and care for those who have 
been put in my charge. Help me to overcome evil with 
good, to be free from the love of money, and to be 
content with what I have. Help me to speak the truth in 
love… 

Action Item: Begin each day with a prayer for God’s 
guidance. Be as general or as specific as you want. If 
you don’t know where to start, the Lord’s Prayer is an 
excellent place to begin. 

 In the final installment (Part Four) we will consider the 
remaining four personal spiritual practices: praying to confess 
sins, tithing, journaling, and solitude. But, know that at the 
midpoint of Lent, there is still time for deliberately making room 
for the Spirit of God to renew us. Let’s get started or keep 
moving in that direction! 
          Mark 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., March 2). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46 
Neighborhood (Wed., March 3). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39 
Sunday School (Sun. March 7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60 
Worship (March 7): 8:40am Drive In Worship Service . . .18 
      10:45am Worship Service . . . . . . . . . .233 
       Total Worship. . . . .290 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $18,362.35 
Sunday Receipts for 3/7/21 $14,009.00 
Through March 8: Income $172,237.98 Expenses $191,264.40 

This Sunday: 
 

“Simple Ways and Means” 
Matthew 19:16-30 

Dr. Mark R. Bender 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Join us on the East Parking lot Sunday mornings at 8:40 
am for a Drive-In Communion service! This short service 
features hymns, prayers, a message, and communion. 
Come start your Sunday with this Onsite Worship 
Experience. 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
March 24! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday. 

 

 Pantry Sunday — The March collected item(s) are: 
pineapple and green beans. You can continue to help keep the 
pantry shelves filled by: Donating items needed for Pantry 
Sunday in March or any type of food items directly anytime into 
the large box on the porch by the Chapel entrance. If you would 
like to support Interfaith with a financial gift, you can mail your 
donation to Interfaith (1101 11th St., Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or 
you can donate on their website. 
 

 From the Mailbox. . . 
Hello FCC— 
 Joy to the World as the Joy of the Lord is our strength. I 
urge us all to continue praising the Lord for He can and does 
work thru those who Praise Him. He inhabits our Praises. 
 Thank you to all who are praying for my right eye to be 
healed from melanoma. Pray harder that God keeps guiding the 
minds and hearts with His Wisdom. 
        Love to all, 
        Mary & Bob Carlton 
 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: no one. Released and back home is Kenn 

Hill. 
Our sympathies are extended to Jason & Shelly Barker 

and Richard & Ashley Barker on learning of the death of Jason & 
Richard’s father, Benjimen A. Barker, on February 23rd. 

The Practice of SIMPLICITY 
A Wednesday Evening Lenten Study 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm | In Person and by Zoom 
 Every Sunday during Lent, we are focusing on the spiritual 
discipline of Simplicity. But what does it mean to live simply? 
 To help us figure that out, each Wednesday at 6:00 pm we 
will take the previous Sunday's topic and consider what it means 
to put that into practice in our lives. 
 This Wednesday Evening Lenten Study will feature a time 
of teaching following by small group discussion. You can join in 
this study in-person in the Fellowship Hall or by Zoom. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86340536344?
pwd=RldkVzhKQ1FnTUlKU05OYWtaaVF1QT09 
Meeting ID: 863 4053 6344 | Passcode: 755644 

Make this a part of your spiritual growth this Lenten season! 

Time To Order Easter Flowers! 
 We will be using a variety of 
Spring flowers this year to 
decorate the Sanctuary for Easter. 
If you would like to furnish one in 
memory or honor of a loved one, 
please fill out the form below and 

return it with your check to the church office. The Easter flowers 
are $13.00 each and the deadline to order is March 28th. 
 

Donor ______________________________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 
In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 
In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_________ 
 

Total paid______________________ Cash / Check #_______________________ 

Youth Volunteer Opportunity! 
Tuesday, March 16th, 

1:00 - 3:30 pm at the Wichita Falls Area Food Bank 
 Lets do some good for our 
community while we are out of 
school! Meet at church at 12:40 to 
load up and go the food bank where 
we will volunteer from 1-3:30 then we 
will go get ice cream and be back at 
the church by 4:45. 

 
Young Disciples Movie! 

 The Young Disciples group will be going to 
see the new Tom and Jerry movie on Thursday, 
March 18, at 4:00 pm. We will be in our own 
private theater at Cinemark! Space is limited, so 
please let Claire know as soon as possible if your 
child would like to go. *Last time we went they 
only accepted cards for concessions. If your child 
would like a snack you will need to come in and 
purchase it before we head to the theater.* 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, March 14, 2021  
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot) 
9:30 Sunday School (In Person & Zoom) 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
12:00-1:30 Pastor’s Class (Rm 402) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, March 15, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
Young Ages School “YAS” Closed This Week for Spring Break 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021  
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
6:00 Faith Formation Ministry Meeting (Zoom) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Zoom) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries “CGRM” Support Groups  
           (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
10:15 Sheri Sutton’s Lenten Bible Study (Zoom) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Lenten Study (Fellowship Hall/Zoom) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
NO Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, March 19, 2021    
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
Sunday, March 21, 2021    
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot) 
9:30 Sunday School (In Person & Zoom) 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
12:00-1:30 Pastor’s Class (Rm 402) 
2:00-4:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-F) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021      
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Tu/Wed) (Rm 300) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Zoom) 
6:30 CGRM Support Groups (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
10:15 Sheri Sutton’s Lenten Bible Study (Zoom) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Lenten Study (Fellowship Hall/Zoom) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 300) 
7:30 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire Pizza) 
Friday, March 26, 2021 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

3/14: Linda C. Carr, Dr. Larry Spradley; Kerry Roach, Presiding 
3/21: Linda Cook, Cindy Hernandez; John Buckley, Presiding 

MARCH DIACONATE SERVERS 
Shirley Craft, Ronnie James, Margaret Phillips, Fred & Jane Ridenour, Twila 
Boydston, Marc Cannedy, Leann Elder, Jaiden “JJ” Johnson, Sheila Reynolds, 
Tyler Thomas, Julia Ward, Emily Thomas. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 

Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on Or 
Subscribe to 

“Us” on 

This Sunday, 
March 14th! 

 
Remember to spring 

your clocks 
FORWARD 

one hour Saturday 
night! 


