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16 Then someone came to him and said, ‘Teacher, what good deed must I do to have 
eternal life?’ 17And he said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is good? There is 
only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.’ 18He said 
to him, ‘Which ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19Honour your father and 
mother; also, You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ 20The young man said to him, ‘I 
have kept all these; what do I still lack?’ 21Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, 
go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.’ 22When the young man heard this word, he went away 
grieving, for he had many possessions. 

23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ 25When the 
disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ 
26But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things 
are possible.’ 

27 Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then 
will we have?’ 28Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when 
the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s 
sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. 30But many who are first will 
be last, and the last will be first. 

 

 
For you basketball fans, there’s some good news as the Dallas Mavericks enter the second 

half of their season. This good news isn’t some sort of blockbuster trade or coaching move that 

will increase their likelihood of making the playoffs. No, the good news is that the Dallas 

Mavericks are now the first NBA team to accept Dogecoin for tickets and merchandise.i 

Officially, Dogecoin is an open source peer-to-peer digital currency, but Dogecoin simplifies 

that description, describing itself as the internet’s currency. If you’re familiar at all with Venmo, 

it’s a little like that, but instead of using dollars, it uses its own currency. As of Friday, one 
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Dogecoin was valued at about $0.06 making 1000 Dogecoins worth about $60 (USD). That’s 

about what a ticket and some concessions at the Mavs game would cost you. 

But this isn’t the only foray into the digital world by the NBA. In the last few months, an 

online-only marketplace known as NBA Top Shot has been created, allowing users to buy, sell, 

and trade NBA highlights or “moments.” These “moments” are basically virtual sports cards, 

but instead of a cardboard picture of a player with statistics on the back, you get a video 

highlight of play like a Michael Jordan dunk or a Steph Curry three-pointer. Yes, if you buy one 

of these moments, that same video is probably available online to watch for free. But, Top Shot 

users note, people can also go online and print a copy of the Mona Lisa to hang in their 

bedrooms. The value of the “moment,” like art, is whatever somebody is willing to pay for it.ii 

Perhaps that’s why on Thursday of this week, the digital art piece titled “Everydays: The First 

5000 Days” by Mike Winkelmann sold for $69 million? Yes, this artwork - only available and 

only existing online – sold for $69 million.iii 

Fortunately, if all of this seems confusing, there’s still the stock market…something we can 

understand. After all, just over a month ago, we all understood why GameStop shares surged 

1800%. We all understood why a single share of GameStop valued at $3.00 for much of 2020 

was valued at over $340 per share at the end of January…even though GameStop’s sales have 

shrunk in four of the last five years and they’ve reported losses for three years in a row. It 

makes sense, right? 

The truth is cryptocurrency (like Dogecoin), non-fungible tokens (like digital moments), and 

“stock-shorting” (like the GameStop craze) is complexity we don’t need. Instead, most of us 

crave simplicity when it comes to our resources. Simple choices…simple interest…simple green 

money. 

But if that’s the case, what does simplicity look like when it comes to our resources? Can I 

be a faithful Christian and have a savings account? Do I dare have one dollar more than I need? 

Does Jesus want me to live the monastic life rather than the high life? Where is the line between 

enough and excess? Between satisfaction and superfluous? John D. Rockefeller was once asked 

how much money it would take to be really satisfied. He answered, “Just a little bit more!” And 
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that’s precisely our problem – it seems it always takes a little more. The question of more was 

also on the mind of the inquisitive young man in our scripture this morning. 

We know this man as the Rich Young Ruler, but that is actually a conglomeration of the 

retellings of this story. In the Gospel of Mark, the figure is rich. In the Gospel of Matthew, the 

figure is young. And in the Gospel of Luke, the figure is a ruler. Matthew alone presents him as 

a “young man.” As my New Testament professor Gene Boring once described him, Matthew 

portrays him as the church member everyone wants. He’s the young man who “has it all”: 

youth, money, morality, a sense there is still something more, an interest in eternal things. Here 

in Wichita Falls, he would be the jackpot-hitting oilman with a wife and three elementary-aged 

kids and is a pied-piper for other young families. As a good, sincere, wealthy young man, every 

church would be glad to “get him.”iv But, as good a catch as he was, he was still on the outside 

looking in. We know this because he addressed Jesus as “teacher.” In Matthew, real disciples 

addressed Jesus as “Lord.” 

“Teacher,” he asked, “What good thing must I do to get eternal life?” After clarifying that 

God alone is good, Jesus tells him, “If you want to enter the life of God, keep the 

commandments.” This was the standard Jewish answer. But, as you heard a few moments ago, 

the young man need more specificity. “Which ones?” – “which commandments in particular do 

I need to keep?” 

So Jesus got specific, replying with some familiar commandments: “You shall not murder; 

You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your 

father and mother.” In order, these were the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 5th commandments. With one 

exception, Jesus’ response to the young man centered on the second tablet – the “love your 

neighbor” tablet of the Law. 

Rather boldly, the young man told Jesus, “I’ve done all that.” “I’ve kept all these 

commandments.” Yet, he seemed to know there was still something missing. And in his mind, 

this was something else to do. Something else he could add to his credit balance sheet with 

God. “What do I still lack?” he asked Jesus. This was his “I need just a little more” question. 

What happened next would catch him off guard. “If you want to give it all you’ve got,” Jesus 

told him, “go sell your possessions; give everything to the poor. All your wealth will then be in 
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heaven.” And then Jesus’ final word to the young man is verbatim the same as his call to 

Matthew, the wealthy tax collector who became a disciple: “And follow me.” 

I love how Eugene Peterson paraphrases the unspoken response of the young man to Jesus’ 

invitation: 

 

That was the last thing the young man expected to hear.  And so, crestfallen, he walked away.  He was 

holding on tight to a lot of things, and he couldn’t bear to let go.v 

 

The truth is, what Jesus had just suggested struck at the core of his identity and even his 

theology. The assumption among the Jews of Jesus’ day was that, if one is wealthy, they must 

have done something right. Wealth was seen a sign of God’s blessing. And this young man had 

constructed his identity around his wealth, believing, like the rest of the crowd, that such a life 

was a blessing from God for his righteousness. Yet, it turns out, while he appeared to be 

blessed, he was unable to possess what mattered most.vi The essence of eternal life, Jesus 

taught, was not a carefully calculated keeping of the commandments and the rules and the 

regulations. Instead, eternal life was based on an attitude of loving and sacrificial generosity to 

his fellow neighbor.vii 

As he walked away, Jesus let him go, turning instead to address the wide-eyed disciples who 

had watched this scene play out. With the young man trudging away behind him, Jesus 

described just how hard it is for a rich person to enter the kingdom. And, to illustrate this, he 

used a bit of vivid hyperbole. “It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” What Jesus pictured was the largest animal 

in Israel trying to go through the tiniest manmade opening known to the Israelites. It was 

laughable to even consider the possibility. 

After chuckling about this for a moment, I think reality suddenly struck the Disciples. 

“Wait…then who can be saved?” If this righteous, rich man, who we’ve thought all along is 

blessed by God can’t be saved, then what about us? Who has any chance at all? 
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Jesus looked hard at them and said, “No chance at all if you think you can pull it off yourself. Every 

chance in the world if you trust God to do it.”viii 

 
Jesus didn’t say it was impossible for a rich man or woman to enter the kingdom of God. 

After all, Zacchaeus was one of the richest men in Jericho, yet he found the way in (Luke 19:9). 

Joseph of Arimathaea was rich man who provided the tomb for Jesus to be laid in after his 

crucifixion (Matthew 27:57). Nicodemus must have been very wealthy, for he brought spices to 

anoint the dead body of Jesus, which were worth a king’s ransom (John 19:39). Having money 

was not a disqualifier for eternal life. But, Jesus warned, riches can be a danger because the basis 

of all Christianity is a sense of need. When we have many things on earth, we are in danger of 

thinking we don’t need God.ix 

The kind of life – the kind of simplicity - Jesus called the disciples and, by extension, us to 

makes sense only when we keep the kingdom of God in mind. Perhaps Dominican theologian 

Simon Tugwell had the rich young man in mind when he noted: Christianity has to be disappointing, 

precisely because it is not a mechanism for accomplishing all our human ambitions and aspirations; it is a 

mechanism for subjecting all things to the will of God.x 

The nineteenth chapter of Matthew is filled with challenges for us as twenty-first century 

Christians. Jesus opens with talking about marriage and divorce, and then moves on to talking 

about the place of children before taking on the rich young man’s questions. However, the most 

difficult thing about this section dealing with marriage, divorce, children, money, success, and 

ambition is not the individual teachings, but the dawning reality that such matters are more than 

individual concerns to be decided by each person. This is so strange to us as our default is 

“rugged individualism.” Yet, what Jesus taught was a reversal of cultural values. Jesus called for 

Christians to understand themselves as belonging to a connected community, so that no 

decision is purely personal and individual.xi That’s why the commandments Jesus challenged the 

young man to fulfill were all about loving neighbor. It wasn’t just about his personal piety. In 

his conversation with the young man, there were actually three parties involved and not just 

two. The poor needed what the young man had and they continued to be deprived by his 
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refusal to give it up. Loving neighbor was genuine evidence of faith. And the simplicity of our 

resources requires us to have a community view as well. 

But let’s be honest…while simplicity provides an answer to the modern dilemma, it does not 

provide an easy answer. And, we can’t confuse simplicity with simplism. If simplicity were 

merely a matter of externals, things would be quite easy. We would then need only to formulate 

the system that defines the boundaries – Christian faithfulness would allow us to live in this 

income bracket but not that one, to purchase this house, but not that one. We would have a 

clearly definable arrangement, even if it would need periodic adjustment for inflation. It would 

be clear who is in and who is out, who is faithful and who is not.xii The only problem is that 

would make us modern day Pharisees. 

That’s why theologian and author Richard Foster says the fact that we live in a particular 

society necessitates a certain economic accommodation to that society. While some of the world 

subsists on $200 a year, here in the United States, we simply cannot. We could sell our cars and 

walk everywhere. And we could do the same with our house, and our clothes, and our 

collectibles. But, as the disciples learned, if selling all was the way to get to heaven’s kingdom, 

this path would be based on works on not on God’s grace. And the truth is, in our society, if 

you say, “I’m giving up my car in order to depend on God,” really, you’re just asking someone 

else to embrace suffering by driving you everywhere. Accommodation, Foster says, is the 

essence of the first part of Paul’s counsel to be in the world, but not of the world. There are 

practical, economic ways we accommodate ourselves to our society: dance lessons for the kids, 

new books for Mom, a power drill for Dad. 

But there are limits. We can come to a place where right and necessary accommodation 

crosses over into wrong and unnecessary compromise. This is the second part of Paul’s counsel. 

We are to be in the world, but not of the world. And this gets complicated because every time 

we turn on the TV, every time we venture, out, every time we visit with our friends, every 

commercial and corner of society seems to tell us this is how we should look and live. And the 

more we buy into that thinking, the faster it changes something “that’s extravagant” into 

something “that would be nice to have.” And, before long, that changes into “I really need 

that,” and finally into “I’ve got to have that.” I need new clothes for a work function. I need a 
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new car because I have to drive to Oklahoma City regularly. I need to take a trip to the spa to 

relax. 

I’ll be honest. I don’t have this figured out. Just take my clothes for example. Earlier this 

week, I walked into my small corner of the closet and counted. I’ve got 23 long sleeve “work” 

shirts, 18 short sleeve shirts, and 12 button-down dress shirts. And, in addition to this, I’ve got a 

drawer stuffed full of t-shirts. If the weather cooperates, I could go almost three months 

without repeating an outfit. Having been to parts of Honduras where a week’s worth of shirts 

would be unheard of, I realize I may have more than I need. I could do this same audit with the 

tools in the garage, the bakeware in the kitchen bakeware, and even the electronics scattered 

throughout the house. 

So what can we do to institute simplicity with our resources – to have simple ways and 

means? It starts with thinking, not doing. It starts with recognizing that simplicity requires a 

community view – that a mindset focused on loving my neighbors is where it begins. And only 

when that is the guiding principle can any of our actions can be generous and genuine 

expressions of that love. 

If you’ve got this mindset in place, here are three places you might focus. First, start with 

downsizing. Don’t just throw things out. Ask the question, “Who can use these things more 

than me?” Can I get by with 14 or 12 or even 10 long sleeve shirts rather than 23? Then, donate 

them to someone or to some organization who can put them to good use. Keep in mind, the 

opposite of materialism is not poverty, but selflessness. 

A second place to focus in on planned spending – on setting a budget. The starting point for 

creating a budget is knowing what happened to your money. Where has it been going. And once 

you have that in place, then you can set a budget which helps monitor and reduce unnecessary 

spending. But one thing is certain – our wants will always exceed our needs and our funds. So, 

to manage that, start with the notion that you are creating a budget because you want to be 

more generous – because you want to give more away. That kind of thinking keeps some of this 

in check. 

Finally, a third place to focus is on unplugging from consumptive society. This might start 

with getting rid of the email ads from retailers and restaurants telling you all the things you 
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need, the food you must try, and the sales you can’t miss. It might begin with stressing quality 

of life over quantity of life – refusing to be seduced into defining life in terms of having rather 

than being. This might look like eating sensibly and sensitively. It might look like hours in the 

garden rather than hours in the office each Saturday. And unplugging from consumptive society 

may even change your travel patterns, moving your destinations from self-indulgent to 

significant. Instead of just traveling to the resort, give your travel purpose and include travel to 

places of anguish and pain and human need. 

What the rich young man thought is that he could be given one more commandment, one 

final achievement, and then his quest would be fulfilled. But salvation is not any kind of 

achievement. And simplicity of any kind, including the simplicity of our resources, is a matter of 

grace. And as we make our way to the cross this Lenten season, that’s the moment that really 

has value. 
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