Christian

Challenger

●

Vol. 67

November 18, 2020

Thanksgiving Baskets

If you are planning to help
deliver Thanksgiving Baskets
this Saturday, November 21,
you MUST call the church
office — so that your name can
be added to the list. Delivery
routes are planned according
to that list. Please call the
office by Noon on Thursday,
November 19.
Meet this Saturday at 9:45 am in the East Parking Lot.
Please remain in your car! We will give you all the
information you need while you remain safely in your car.
Volunteers will load the Thanksgiving Baskets and hand
your routes to you—in your car.

Camera Help Wanted

No. 23

TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS!

We will be using 100 poinsettias to
decorate for Advent. If you would like to
furnish one in memory or honor of a
loved one, please fill out the form below
and return it with your check to the
church office. The poinsettias are $7.50
each and the deadline to order is
December 1st.

Donor _________________________________________
In memory/honor of ______________________________
(circle one)

In memory/honor of ______________________________
(circle one)

In memory/honor of ______________________________
(circle one)

The Evangelism Committee still has
need for two or three additional
“camera” operators for our online
services.
This is a fun opportunity for you to
participate in a new ministry of the
church. There is minimal time required
and with enough volunteers, will be on
an “occasional” basis.
If you can aim and shoot a picture
on your smart phone, you are what we
need! Please contact Jerry Johnson (940) 704-1471 or
the church office (940-692-2282) to let us know you are
interested and we will fill you in on the details.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_________
Total paid__________________________ Cash / Check #___________________

OUR SOCK TREE

For the 25th year the Sock Tree for Fain Elementary
School students will be going up in the church office soon.
This year we will be decorating it with colorful socks, hats,
gloves and kids pajamas!
The Fain counselor has listed pajamas as a need they
have year-round, so the Outreach Ministry decided the
sock tree would be a great time for anyone who wants to
help with that can. The pj’s can be for boys or girls, size 6
to about 16 (probably smaller sizes will be needed more).

Advent Workshop

Sunday, November 29, 2020
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
First Christian Church Fellowship Hall
Come celebrate the beginning of Advent with us!
This year for Advent Workshop we are going to focus on
Chrismons and the meaning that they have for the Advent
Season. As part of our time together we will be decorating
Chrismons to go on our Sanctuary Chrismon tree
throughout Advent. And don't worry, we will still have
gingerbread houses!
In order to stay as safe as possible, all materials will be
set up at round tables and there will be no rotations for
activities. We ask that families sit together while in
attendance and that masks remain on for the duration of
the event.

Make Your Mark
Dr. Mark R. Bender
Senior Minister

Telling Your Story

As I was looking for another article recently, I came
across an article I had pulled from Entrepreneur magazine
back in July 2018. This was article about Starbucks and what
it needed to do to “fix its brand.” You may remember that, at
the time, Starbucks was dealing with two large issues:
corporate race relations and the departure of CEO Howard
Schultz. What caused me to “file away” this article was not
the news reports of these two events, but author Mitch
Duckler’s suggestion of how the Starbucks brand story could
be told going forward…and the parallels I found with telling
our faith stories.
Duckler wrote:

The Starbucks brand has always focused on its
coffee shop atmosphere, but recent events have
thrown the Seattle-based company into a different
light…at the end of [one] chapter with a new story to
tell.
Stories are vital components of brand strategy.
When thoughtfully crafted, they provide the
foundation for creative development. Stories take
the mission and vision statements of the company - which on their own might otherwise feel hollow -and make them real, demonstrating to employees
and consumers alike that the company means what
it says.
And then Duckler suggested that there were five
guidelines Starbucks should follow to shape their brand
story:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Reflect your purpose - In today's buying world,
consumers care deeply about the business behind the
products. Many companies position their brands based
on a greater good, which makes the brand story come a
little more naturally.
Get cozy with your audience - Find the specific people
you want to talk to, then find out the kinds of stories they
gravitate toward. Your audience will probably be
attracted to the same style of themes, tones, settings,
challenges or solutions in stories.
Stay true - Modern consumers are adept at sniffing out
inauthentic brand messaging. They can spot a formulaic,
insincere story from a mile away; instead, what they
want is authentic, personable content.
Be cooperative - Brand stories don’t always come from
within. Sometimes, the company’s customers can tell the
story just fine on their own. From testimonials, to
customer service examples, to social media campaigns,
those brand stories that let the people do the talking
sometimes are the most memorable stories of all.
The brand comes last, but it’s still present - The brand
should not be the hero of the tale, but the vessel through
which the target audience becomes the hero. The
distinction is subtle, but for a brand story, it’s the
difference between bragging and empowering.
(Duckler, Mitch. “With Schultz Out, Starbucks Must
Consider These 5 Elements of It’s Brand Story” in
Entrepreneur, July 10, 2018)

I didn’t share the above to educate you on Starbucks and
their branding strategy. Instead, I think this provides a set of
guidelines for telling our stories, both individually and
collectively. That’s actually what evangelism looks like. It’s,
as I’ve heard it described before, one beggar telling another
beggar where to find bread. Evangelism is one person telling
another how they found Jesus, and in him hope, salvation,
and purpose, so that the other person can find it as well.
In some cases, these stories are dramatic – stories that
begin with someone hitting rock bottom before finding a way
forward with Jesus. In other cases, these stories are as
simple as having a parent or grandparent or other friend
sharing or modeling their faith in a way that made us want to
be people of faith as well. And the same is true for the
church. There are dramatic stories of how First Christian
Church ministered to this community (e.g. the aftermath of
the 1979 tornado), and there are less dramatic, but equally
impactful stories of how individuals in our congregation
steadily shared their stories over time, perhaps as your
Pastor’s Class mentor.
The question I pose for you today is, “What is your faith
story?” What events have shaped your journey of faith?
Where has Jesus made a difference in your life? If you
haven’t given time to thinking about that, here’s a tool for
doing so:
Take some time to list the top ten high points in your life
and the top ten hard times in your life. These are moments in
which the trajectory of your life changed. They might include
major life events, tragedies or losses that sent you in a new
direction, relationships that impacted your life’s direction,
achievements or promotions that pushed you in to new
areas, or spiritual awakenings that changed you. One you
have these twenty things identified (ten high points, ten hard
times), draw a timeline from your birth date to the present.
Then plot the ten high moments chronologically above the
line and the ten hard times below the line. Once you’ve done
that, see if you can identify four or five chapters – natural
divisions in your life. Some examples might be early
childhood years, college, before children, your 30s, or empty
nesting.

Once you’ve identified these chapters, ask: how has
God’s grace been revealed to me in my life? Who taught me
how to live like Christ? What may God be preparing me to do
in the future chapters of my life? It’s out of reflection on these
things that we strengthen the story we tell – a story that
reflects God’s purpose in our life; a story that speaks to other
people; a story that is not formulaic, but authentic; a story
that others share as well; a story that others can benefit from
as well. And this is what becomes the basis for sharing the
good news of Jesus Christ in our lives.
So who are you telling your story to?
Mark

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

Join us on the East Parking lot Sunday mornings at 8:40
am for a Drive-In Communion service! This short service
features hymns, prayers, a message, and communion.
Come start your Sunday with this Onsite Worship
Experience.
The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on
Dec. 2! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Tuesday.

The Thanksgiving Offering supports Disciples
colleges, universities and theological institutions. Disciples
have a long history of post-secondary and theological
education. This offering provides a direct connection to 15
colleges and universities, 7 seminaries and theological
programs. Gifts from this offering continue the Disciples
tradition of developing leaders for our communities and the
Church. Make a gift to the 2020 Thanksgiving Offering by
donating online at www.disciplesmissionfund.org/give/ this
Sunday, November 22nd, or you may send your checks to the
church office made out to “FCC”.

Pantry Sunday — For Interfaith Outreach Services
will be December 6th. You can continue to help keep the
pantry shelves filled by: Donating items needed for Pantry
Sunday in December or any type of food items directly
anytime into the large box on the porch by the Chapel
entrance. The December collected item(s) will be: Macaroni
and Cheese; and Ramen or Cup Noodles...both are
needed!!
If you would like to support Interfaith with a financial gift,
you can mail your donation to Interfaith (1101 11th St.,
Wichita Falls, TX 76301), or you can donate on their
website.
From the Mailbox. . .

Dear Coats for Kids Committee,
Thank you so much for your continued support and love
for Zundy students! As we head into these colder months,
our staff is so thankful for the peace of mind in knowing our
students are warm. Many blessings to you for fulfilling this
need!
With warm hearts,
Madeline Eubanks
Zundy At Risk Coordinator

Member News:
Hospitalized: Released and back home are Jane

Long, Stacey Strickland.
Congratulations to Addison & Darion Roberts on the
birth of their son, Micah Lee Roberts, on October 28th. Proud
great-grandmother is Peggy Fitts.
Congratulations to Stephanie & James Biscone on the
birth of their daughter, Ryder Rose Biscone, on November
8th. Ryder Rose weighed 5 lbs 11 oz and was 18 1/2” long.
Proud grandparents are Lesley & John Muir and greatgrandmother is Judy Muir.
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December Scripture Readings

1 Thessalonians 5:12-21
Matthew 7:21-28
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26
John 14:15-27
Mark 6:30-46
Isaiah 35:1-10
Luke 6:46-49
Psalm 130:1-6
Romans 5:1-5
Luke 2:8-14
Joshua 1:1-11
Luke 6:27-36
Psalm 146:5-10
2 Timothy 2:20-25
Revelations 3:18-24
2 Corinthians 9:6-15
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31

Isaiah 7:10-14
1 Corinthians 15:50-58
Matthew 6:25-34
Deuteronomy 7:7-9
21 Romans 12:1-8
Psalm 62:1-12
23 Isaiah 43:14-21
John 1:15-18
Luke 2:1-7
Matthew 14:28-33
Colossians 4:2-6
28 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Ephesians 2:1-10
Psalm 134:1-3
Joshua 4:1-7

FOR THE RECORD. . .

CGRM: (Tues., Nov. 10) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36
Neighborhood (Wed., Nov. 11—Online). . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23
Sunday School (Sun. Nov. 15).(via Zoom). . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Worship (Nov. 15): 8:40am Drive In Worship Service . . . 27
10:45am Worship Service . . . . . . . . . .183
Total Worship. . . . .233
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week
$18,362.35
Sunday Receipts for 11/15/20
$15,123.00
Through Nov. 16: Income $786,764.95
Expenses $815,159.60

This Sunday:
“Fearless Sowing”
1 Peter 1:13-2:3
Dr. Mark R. Bender

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

Both the Neighborhood and Sanctuary Worship will be back to
In-Person this week! Below you will find the safety protocols for each service.
Neighborhood Worship | Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
We ask that masks be worn the entire service.
We will follow social distancing guidelines.
Sanctuary Worship | Sundays at 10:45 am
We ask that masks be worn the entire service.
We will follow social distancing guidelines.
Ushers will dismiss by rows at the conclusion of worship.
If you or a family member is not feeling well,
we ask that you please connect with us for worship online.

Shepherds Wanted

Our organist would like to include your favorite hymn
in the worship service on Sunday mornings. Please give
us your name, hymn title, and then in 25 words or less,
tell us why this hymn is special to you.
You can email your hymn information to
susan@firstchristianwf.com, you can leave it in the pew
on Sunday morning, or you can bring it to the church
office.

Audio for all sermons can be found on our website! Just
click on the "Resources" tab in the top right and click on
the "Sermons" option.

Membership is looking for volunteers that are
interested in being a Shepherd to some of our families at
FCC. It doesn’t require a lot of time, and training is
included! Please contact Susan Buckley, 781-6128, if you
have any questions, or if you are interested in helping us
out by taking a “Flock”.
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Brady Burross

14 Jenny Denning

25 Alice Vallejo

2

Virginia Krebs
Dwight Ross Iv

15 Camille Brookshire

26 Patty Nabors

3

Brad Beyer
Tad Gose

16 Mary Brock
Opal Noble
Emily Thomas
Angela Vallejo

27 Andy Robinette

4

Brandi Brannon
Weldon Brunson
Andrew Jelen
Bill Jennings

5

Susie Gentry

7

Kyle Johnson
Sherry Martin
Jerry Nabors
Michael Pettibon
David Wyatt

9

Tony Nicholas
Sarah Sparks

10 Ted Lauck
12 Pat Thacker

7

17 Kaye Holland
18 Sarah Stewart

29 Ashlen Loskot
30 Catharine Forrester
31 Kristen Burross
James Morris

19 Anna Marie Bedford
Glenn Briscoe
20 Jack Cline
Ruth Ann Hooper
Connie Ramsey
Mark Zellner
21 Teresa Caves
Kathleen Lauck
Kay McQuiston
24 Bobby Dean Jr.

Debi & Larry Ballard

24 Colleen & Ronnie James

10 Julia & Tres Ward

27 Jenny & Lee Denning

15 Sandra & Bob Hayes

30 Phyllis & Richard Hiraki

17 Andria & Dewayne Aylor
18 Mary Kathryn & Bill Tanner
Sue & Randy Wineinger

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office,
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list!

OPPORTUNITIES

NOVEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS

David Strickland, Captain
Kim Ballard, Buddy Edgemon, Lynette Gill, Scot Hafley, Nancy Smith, Teresa
Archambo, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Melody Jennings, Stacey Strickland, Bob & Mary
Carlton, Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Karen Watson, Davidson Cook, Hannah
Earley.

DECEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS

Dave Clark, Captain
Ashley & Kyle Burross, Linda Gipson, Ann Kable, Curtis Sullivan, Brandi Brannon,
Fred Gentry, Margaret Phillips, Fred & Jane Ridenour, Jodi Bender, Leann Elder,
Robert Hastings, Stacey Lingbeek, Ashley Warton, Abby Bender.

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .

Church Number
940-692-2282
FAX Number 940-696-3085
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister
692-2282
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries
692-2282
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries
692-2282
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries
763-8515
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator
691-7265
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First
687-2231
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School
692-3640
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries
337-1712
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary
Tina Williams, Financial Secretary
Karen Watson, Receptionist
Debbie Watson, Organist
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media
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ELDERS

11/22: Howard Morris, Linda Cook; Kathleen Lauck, Presiding
11/29: Woody Gossom, Jerry Johnson; Richard Phillips, Presiding

Pub. No. (USPS 559-820). Published
biweekly by First Christian Church, 3701
Taft Blvd., Wichita Falls TX 76308-2315.
Periodical postage paid at Wichita Falls
TX. – POSTMASTER: Send Address
Changes to Christian Challenger, 3701
Taft Blvd., Wichita Falls, TX 76308-2315.

Don’t Forget
to “Like Us”
on

SERVING SUNDAY

First Christian Church
3701 Taft Boulevard
Wichita Falls, Texas 76308

Sunday, November 22, 2020
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot)
9:30 Sunday School (In Person & Zoom)
9:45 Journey Through Scripture Devotional (Email)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube
or Facebook.com/FCCWF)
3:00 Steven Singleton’s Senior Recital (MSU)
4:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Sanctuary)
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
4:35 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Cinemark)
Monday, November 23, 2020
Young Ages School Closed This Week
Children Come First Closed Until December 3rd
10:00 CWF Work Day (Fellowship Hall)
5:45-8:00 CCF Training (Zoom/Library)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, November 24, 2020
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310/Zoom)
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Zoom)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups
(Rm 304-308)
Wednesday, November 25, 2020
NO Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
NO Wednesday Evening Activities
Thursday, November 26, 2020
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed
Friday, November 27, 2020
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed
Sunday, November 29, 2020
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot)
9:30 Sunday School (In Person & Zoom)
9:45 Journey Through Scripture Devotional (Email)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on
YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF)
4:00-6:00 Advent Workshop (Fellowship Hall)
Monday, November 30, 2020
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool (M-F)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, December 1, 2020
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting / Worship Planning (Rm 310/Zoom)
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Rm 220) (Tu/Wed)
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Meeting (Nocona)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups
(Rm 304-308)
Wednesday, December 2, 2020
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
10:30 Sheri Sutton’s Advent Bible Study (Zoom)
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th) (Rm 402)
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
7:00 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, December 3, 2020
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (Th-F)
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
10:00 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
6:00 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire)
7:00 Bible Story Time with Claire (Facebook/YouTube)
Friday, December 4, 2020
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
10:00 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
Saturday, December 5, 2020
Fall Retreat for Jr. & Sr. High Youth (Disciples Crossing-Athens TX)

