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Babies Need Diapers! 
Pantry Sunday — October 25th 

For families who struggle financially, providing diapers for 
their young children is a huge challenge leading to a cycle 
of difficulty. 
 

* Diapers cost up to $100-150 per month, per baby. 

* Many parents have to choose 
between buying food or diapers. 

* Food Stamps cannot be used for diapers. 

* Babies without disposable diapers are 
turned away from childcare. 

* Parents without access to childcare can’t go to work. 
 

FCC’s Outreach Partner, Interfaith Outreach, supplies 
each child with a large supply (80-100 depending on size) 
every 30 days through our Diaper Chest. Sizes 3 – 6 are 
preferred. 
 

Help fill the shelves at Interfaith Outreach 
this Sunday, October 25th. 

Bring packages of diapers, or monetary donations to 
serve these babies in need! 

 

Shopping tip: Diapers vary widely in cost and quality. We 
have researched this extensively and our best buys are 
Target’s Up and Up brand and Walmart’s Parent’s Choice 
brand. Church Board Nominations 

 It is time to make your suggestions for nominations to 
the Church Board. The term of election is a three year 
term from January 2021 to December 2023. Persons on 
the enclosed listing as Current Members of the Church 
Board MAY NOT be nominated for ANY position. Those 
persons going off the Board in 2020 must be off the Board 
for at least one year before they may be nominated again 
for any position. For more information you may contact 
the church office or one of the members of the nominating 
committee. Please return the enclosed nomination form to 
the church office by Sunday, October 25th. 

Young Ages Preschool 
Kringle & Coffee 
Fall Fundraiser 

October 13th – 27th 

(Items will be delivered, fresh, the 
week before Thanksgiving) 

Kringles $15.00 each 
There are 12 flavors to choose from including: Apple, 

Almond, Wild Blueberry, Cinnamon Roll, Cherry, Cherry 
Cheese, Cream Cheese, Pecan, Pumpkin Caramel, 
Raspberry, Turtle and Wisconsin – a blend of cream 

cheese, cranberries and cherries. 

Coffee $13.00 for a 12 oz. bag 
Freshly Roasted Specialty Coffees come whole, ground 
or K-Kups in a variety of blends and flavors. If you don't 

drink coffee, don't worry! We also have a variety of Artisan 
Loose Teas, Cocoa and Chai's to choose from. 

Payment is due at the time the order is placed. All orders, 
including payment, are due by Tuesday, October 27th. To 
place your orders contact the YAS Office at 692-3640 or  
youngagesschool@yahoo.com, or call the Church Office, 
692-2282. 

All Saints Sunday - November 1 
 All Saints Sunday will be November 1st, and the 
following members of First Christian Church who have 
passed away during the past year will be remembered: 
Marilee Smith, Fran Haines, Helen Jackson, Ruth Beyer, 
Rita Cason, Anita Mills, E.D. Sartin, Mary Beth Wyatt, 
Dolly Sloan, Phyllis Lewis, Juanita Pratt, Tom Long Jr., 
John Opie, Ruth Skoczen, Noel Johnson, Georgann Self, 
Glorie Steele, Gretchen Bridgman, George “Joe” Etoch, 
Mary Kay Dolberry and Sherrie Phillips. If you know of 
anyone missing from this list, please call Susan in the 
church office, 692-2282. 

We are going to postpone the Three Questions Seeking 
Answers class to a later date. Watch for more details in 
the future. 

POSTPONED 

 We are saddened to announce that both of our Trunk-
or-Treat events this year have been cancelled. 
Unfortunately, low response, the rise in COVID-19 case 
counts, and our staff quarantine have necessitated this 
change. However, we will look forward to welcoming our 
neighborhood families for Advent festivities. Watch for 
details in the coming weeks! 



Make Your Mark 
     Dr. Mark R. Bender 
       Senior Minister 
 

A Bucket List 
If we did the things we were capable of, we would 

astound ourselves. 
-Thomas Edison 

 
 One of the values we’ve named as a church is being 
Intentional in our Growth. This is the idea that, both 
individually and collectively, we should be attending to our 
spiritual growth and personal growth. And one of the ways 
the church supports this value is through the continuing 
education opportunities afforded to its staff. 
 Since many of the traditional continuing education 
opportunities for 2020 were cancelled or modified as a 
result of the global pandemic (including the Disciples 
Clergy Conference I was scheduled to attend in 
September), I began looking at other things that would 
enable me to be intentional in my 
growth as your pastor. This led me to 
select a 30-day experience during the 
month of October known as Younique 
(www.lifeyounique.com). 
 Younique is a gospel-centered, life 
planning process created by Will 
Mancini, the author of Church Unique 
and founder of Auxano, the firm we 
have used here at the church to help us 
clarify our identity and vision. While 
there will be more to say about this 
process after I finish it later this month, 
one of the exercises we were asked to 
complete got me thinking. It was an 
exercise known as the Bucket List. 
 Some of you are familiar with the 
idea of a bucket list. The 2007 movie 
entitled “The Bucket List,” which 
featured Morgan Freeman and Jack 
Nicholson, embedded this term in our 
social vocabulary. The movie plot 
revolved around two terminally ill men 
who escape the cancer ward with a to-
do list to accomplish before they “kick the bucket.” 
 The first step in the bucket list exercise is to create a 
set of goals to accomplish and/or things to do before we 
die.  The purpose behind this is not to create a long list of 
narcissistic, selfish tasks. The purpose, first and foremost, 
is to see in this list what is really required to propel us 
toward our dreams. The likelihood that we cross 
everything off this list may be small, but having something 
to drive towards is large.  It allows us to dream big God-
inspired dreams. 
 The bucket list exercise asked us to begin listing our 
aspirations in five categories: 
 
 Things to do (e.g. go skydiving, attend the World 

Series) 
 Places to go (e.g. hike the Grand Canyon, Visit 10 

European cathedrals) 
 Skills to learn (e.g. take a photography class, learn to 

play chess proficiently) 

 Objectives to Achieve (e.g. save $100,000, run a 
marathon) 

 Possessions to Obtain (e.g. collect one of every 
Lincoln penny, own an airplane) 

 
 Once we had taken time to brainstorm and create a 
list, we were asked to run our list through four filters: 
 
1. How is this goal facilitating deeper intimacy or special 

bonding with people? 
2. How is this goal enabling personal re-creation or 

particular inspiration? 
3. How is this goal providing a general blessing or 

unique investment? 
4. How is this goal promoting increased faith or gospel 

advancement? 
 
 These filters are designed to prevent us from setting 
goals that are simply self-driven rather than God-inspired. 
They “filter out” selfishness and help redefine or redirect 
our aspirations. 
 I’m not done with my bucket list yet, but it’s been a fun 
and challenging process – one that has caused me to 
further examine where I can be better in terms of health 

(both physical and spiritual), love, work, 
and play. 
 As I have reflected upon this 
process, I wondered about whether we 
have a bucket list as a church. Now, I’m 
not suggesting that the church will one 
day “kick the bucket.” My prayer is that 
we will continue to be a witness for Jesus 
Christ and the good news he provides for 
many years to come. But it is healthy for 
a church to have dreams. And as I 
mentioned last month, one of those 
bucket list dreams for us as a church is 
to go from One Table to 5,000 by 2025, 
filling 3,500 empty tables, 1,000 
neighborhood tables, 300 family tables, 
and 200 leadership tables. This is a big 
vision – one that will take a lot of work 
and a substantial blessing from God. But 
as I looked at this vision, I realized that it 
had been through the four filters above. It 
facilitates special bonds.  It enables 
particular inspiration. It promotes a 
unique investment in our community. 

And, if we can get it right, it advances the gospel. 
 I would encourage you to capture the four filters listed 
above and to put them in strategic places – attach it to 
your monthly budget worksheets; put them in your travel-
planning file; affix it to your calendar and to-do list; maybe 
even place it in your Bible. Put them in places where you 
are thinking about goals. And, when inspiration strikes you 
about something you or the church could do, run that idea 
through these filters as well. They are a tool for helping us 
see if our inspiration is God-inspired or self-driven. 
 Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians: 
 

…and he died for all, that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves, but for him who for 
their sake died and was raised. (5:15) 

 
 Is that how you are living your life? Is this an area you 
need to intentionally grow? 
          Mark 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., Oct. 13) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Did not meet 
Neighborhood (Wed., Oct. 14) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Did not meet 
Sunday School (Sun. Oct. 18).(via Zoom). . . . . . . . . . . .27 
Worship (Oct. 18): 8:40am Drive In Worship Service . . .Did not meet 
      10:45am Worship Service . . . . . . . . . .201 
       Total Worship. . . . .201 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $18,362.35 
Sunday Receipts for 10/11/20 $5,325.00 
Through Oct. 12: Income $688,699.01 Expenses $709,373.34 

This Sunday: 
 

“That All May Know” 
Daniel 4:4-5, 9, 19-27 
Dr. Mark R. Bender 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Join us on the East Parking lot Sunday mornings at 8:40 am 
for a Drive-In Communion service! This short service features 
hymns, prayers, a message, and communion. Come start your 
Sunday with this Onsite Worship Experience. 

Don’t Forget 
to “Like Us” 

on Or 
Subscribe to 

“Us” on 

November Scripture Readings 
1 Psalm 139:1-14    16 Exodus 35:20-35 
2 2 Corinthians 5:18-20   17 Philippians 2:3-11 
3 2 Kings 5:1-14    18 Hebrews 10:19-25 
4 1 John 3:16-24    19 1 Peter 4:12-19 
5 Psalm 1:1-6     20 Exodus 13:17-22 
6 Isaiah 6:1-7     21 Psalm 103:1-13 
7 1 Peter 4:1-11    22 Colossians 3:1-11 
8 John 13:31-35    23 James 4:13-17 
9 Psalm 23:1-3     24 Matthew 22:34-40 
10 2 Peter 3:8-18    25 Philippians 3:12-14 
11 2 Kings 2:1-12    26 Luke 17:11-19 
12 Isaiah 41:8-10    27 2 Corinthians 12:6-10 
13 Ezekiel 2:8-3:3    28 Psalm 121:1-8 
14 Matthew 14:13-21    29 Matthew 1:18-23 
15 Genesis 2:4-9, 15    30 John 21:15-17 

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on  
Nov. 4! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Monday. 

 

 Thanksgiving Baskets! It’s getting closer to 
Thanksgiving! It’s time, then, to start thinking about filling 
grocery sacks with turkeys and all of the trimmings, and helping 
our Wichita Falls neighbors have a nice Thanksgiving meal. 
Mark your calendars for Saturday morning, November 21, as 
First Christian Church goes out into the community to deliver 
approximately 100 Thanksgiving baskets! We will need lots of 
help! More information will be coming soon. 
 

 Advent Bible Study 2020 “Christmas in the Four 
Gospel Homes” by Cynthia M. Campbell 
 How might a house look for Christmas based on what each 
Gospel says about it? In Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes, 
Cynthia Campbell reflects on the distinctive perspective of the 
birth of Jesus or the incarnation offered by each Gospel. 
Beautiful illustrations by architect Kevin Burns reimagine each 
of the four Gospels as a “house,” which the church visits at 
Christmas. 
 Join Sheri Sutton for the Advent study beginning November 
18 through December 16 (not including Thanksgiving week) at 
10:30am via Zoom. Meeting sign-on information will be 
available prior to November 18. Please register with the church 
office by calling 692-2282 to order your book. 
 Cynthia M. Campbell, president emerita of McCormick 
Theological Seminary, is pastor of the Highland Presbyterian 
Church, Louisville, Kentucky. She is a contributor to the 
Feasting on the Word and Connections series and the author of 
A Multitude of Blessings: A Christian Approach to Religious 
Diversity. 
 

 Coats For Kids - We will be sorting coats on Sunday, 
November 1st, at 2:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Then sorting 
and delivery of coats to the schools will be the week of 
November 16th to 20th from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach Services will be 
November 1st. You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves 
filled by: Donating items needed for Pantry Sunday in November 
or any type of food items directly anytime into the large box on 
the porch by the Chapel entrance.  The November collected 
item(s) will be: cans of pineapple and jars of jelly. 
 

 What’s Your Favorite Hymn? Our organist would 
like to include your favorite hymn in the worship service on 
Sunday mornings. Please give us your name, hymn title, and 
then in 25 words or less, tell us why this hymn is special to you. 
 You can email your hymn information to 
susan@firstchristianwf.com, you can leave it in the pew on 
Sunday morning, or you can bring it to the church office. 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Twila Boydston. 
Our sympathies are extended to Kaye Holland & Family 

on learning of the death of Kaye’s husband, Steve Holland, on 
October 19th. Services will be at a later date. 

Our condolences are extended to Larry Carr & Family on 
learning of the death of his cousin, Shannon Wells, on October 
14th. 

Congratulations to the WFISD October Teacher Spotlight 
Award winner, Sarah Cook. This monthly award recognizes a 
teacher who goes above and beyond in the classroom. Sarah is 
a choir director at Rider High School and is also filling in at 
Wichita Falls High School. 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
ONLINE GIVING—A SIMPLE SOLUTION 

 A quick trip to the church website reveals an “online 
giving” button at the top of the home page. This 
convenient form of stewardship allows our members to 
give automatically (you choose the interval) using a credit 
card or a bank draft. Some of our members like using 
credit cards because they are earning points toward 
travel. If you prefer to avoid credit cards, the bank draft 
option ensures that your gift arrives regularly to support 
ministry at FCC. The benefit for our members in online 
giving is avoiding the stress of “catching up” each fall 
when there are other demands on the family budget. 
Please visit the church website at 
www.firstchristianwf.com and see for yourself how simple 
online giving can be. 

“UNITE” App 
 The “Unite” App is your church directory that is 
accessible through your smart phone, easily updated, and 
allows you to manage your photo with an easy upload 
process. For our members who prefer a paper copy of the 
directory, they will be available soon. 
 Here are the simple steps to follow using your smart 
phone: 
Visit the Google Pay or Apple App store to download 

the “RDS Unite” app onto your phone. 
Once the download is complete, open the app and add 

the First Christian Church code 14351 in the space 
provided for the organizational church code. 

Now tap “register here” and enter your email address. It 
is important that you use the email address on file in the 
church office. If you encounter problems on this step, 
call the church office so we can confirm the email 
address we have on file. 

Now set your password. Then tap register. A 
confirmation email will be sent to you immediately.  
Follow the instructions in the email and you’re all set. 

When you open the directory next, tap on the square 
menu icon found middle right just under the church 
name. Next tap “My Family” and then tap “Family 
Photo.” There are several ways to select photos 
depending on the device you use. 

 Problems? Just call the church office and Cheryl 
Appling will walk you through. 

Sanctuary Flowers 
There are open dates for Sanctuary flower donations! If 
you would like flowers displayed in the Sanctuary worship 
service in honor or in memory of a loved one or group, 
contact Sherry Tucker at 940-696-2490. 

Audio for all sermons can be found on our website! Just 
click on the "Resources" tab in the top right and click on 
the "Sermons" option. 

Shepherds Wanted 
 Membership is looking for volunteers that are 
interested in being a Shepherd to some of our families at 
FCC. It doesn’t require a lot of time, and training is 
included! Please contact Susan Buckley, 781-6128, if you 
have any questions, or if you are interested in helping us 
out by taking a “Flock”. 

Join In Worship By Phone 
Especially for those who don’t have internet or who have trouble with technology 

 

 Have you missed being able to worship with your First Christian Church family during the 
COVID-19 pandemic because you don’t have good internet where you live? You can now listen to 
the 10:45 am worship service live through your phone. All you have to do is dial 940-FCC-1100 
(940-322-1100) to connect to the worship service audio. 
 Plus, when you dial in, you will be asked if you would like to be notified when First Christian 

Church is live for worship. If you select this option, you will receive a phone call connecting you to the worship service 
audio stream every Sunday. You don’t have to remember to call us…we’ll call you! 
 If you would like the church office to add your phone number (or someone else’s phone number) to the list to receive 
this automated call every Sunday, just call the church office (940-692-2282) or send us an email 
(mail@firstchristianwf.com). 



1 Tim Irons 
 
2 Bettye Beavers 
 Colleen James 
 Tres Ward 
 
3 Emily Ramirez 
 Katie Tonemah 
 
5 Shelly Dalton 
 John Ferguson 
 Kathryn Ferguson 
 
6 Miriam Hardie 
 Lynda Lee 
 
7 Catherine Earley 
 Allen Hooper 
 Sharon Roach 
 Bill Tanner 
 
8 Eric Mays 
 Jonathan Opie 
 Mike Street 
 
10 Bruce Harris 
 Tom Pettibon 
 

11 Debi Ballard 
 
12 Andy Jennings 
 Candice Salas 
 Matthew Sartin 
 Glenda Tate 
 
13 Sophie McLaughlin 
 Mike Spiller Jr. 
 
14 David Gately 
 Mark Turnbow 
 
15 Caitlin Barker 
 
17 Marc Cannedy 
 Shanen Jarmakovitz 
 
22 Joan Mapes 
 Charlotte Shepherd 
 
23 Tyler Koch 
 Polly Tonemah 
 
25 Billy Bumgarner 
 Peggy Fitts 
 Frances Williams 
 

26 Everett Berry 
 Jude Berry 
 Connie Cannedy 
 Janice Tull 
 
27 Jon Hartman 
 
28 Ainslee Buckley 
 
29 Patt Giddings 
 
30 Jerry Caraway 
 Larry Spradley 
 

8 Leann & Doug Elder 
 
11 Nancy & Ted Smith Jr.  
 
14 Charlotte & Barnett McNeely 
 
15 Kate & Andy Jennings 
 
18 Diana & Doug Collins 
 Shirley King & Mike Wilson 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, October 25, 2020    
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube  
        or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
2:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
Monday, October 26, 2020   
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool (M-F) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, October 27, 2020      
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 310/Zoom) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Rm 220) (Tu/Wed) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups  
  (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, October 28, 2020  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
Thursday, October 29, 2020 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 
10:00 YAS Halloween Program & Parade (Classroom) 
6:00 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire) 
7:00 Bible Story Time with Claire (Facebook/YouTube) 
Friday, October 30, 2020 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 
10:00 YAS Halloween Program & Parade (Fellowship Hall) 
Sunday, November 1, 2020    
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY / PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on  
     YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF) 
12:00-2:00 Pastor’s Class (Rm 402) 
2:00 Coats for Kids Sorting (Fellowship Hall) 
2:00 Pickleball (Gym) 
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, November 2, 2020 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool (M-F) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020      
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 310) 
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Rm 220) (Tu/Wed) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups  
  (Rm 304-308) 
Wednesday, November 4, 2020  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
Thursday, November 5, 2020 
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 
6:00 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire) 
7:00 Bible Story Time with Claire (Facebook/YouTube) 
Friday, November 6, 2020 
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220) 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

10/25: Rick Appling, Sandra Ross; Sherry Tucker, Presiding 
11/1: David Collins, Kerry Roach; Andy Wilson, Presiding 

OCTOBER DIACONATE SERVERS 
Twila Boydston, Captain 
Debi & Larry Ballard, Alan Freeman, Kris Gossom, Hollie Murphey, Liz Thomas, 
Shirley Craft, Ronnie James, Jim & Karen LaValley, James Poole, JJ Johnson, 
Sheila Reynolds, Tyler Thomas, Isabell Murphey, Emily Thomas. 

NOVEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 
David Strickland, Captain 
Kim Ballard, Buddy Edgemon, Lynette Gill, Scot Hafley, Nancy Smith, Teresa 
Archambo, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Melody Jennings, Stacey Strickland, Bob & Mary 
Carlton, Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Karen Watson, Davidson Cook, Hannah 
Earley. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Karen Watson, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media 
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