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Babies Need Diapers!
Pantry Sunday — October 11th

For families who struggle financially, providing diapers for
their young children is a huge challenge leading to a cycle
of difficulty.
* Diapers cost up to $100-150 per month, per baby.
* Many parents have to choose
between buying food or diapers.
* Food Stamps cannot be used for diapers.
* Babies without disposable diapers are
turned away from childcare.
* Parents without access to childcare can’t go to work.
FCC’s Outreach Partner, Interfaith Outreach, supplies
each child with a large supply (80-100 depending on size)
every 30 days through our Diaper Chest. Sizes 3 – 6 are
preferred.
Help fill the shelves at Interfaith Outreach
on Sunday, October 11th.

Drive-In Dining Family Night

Let’s put the “Social” back in Social Distancing! Make
plans to join us for a fun and safe evening outdoors for
burgers, hot dogs, games and a movie. The fun will be
this Saturday, September 26, beginning at 6:30 pm. Bring
your own chairs and stay, or drive up and we will be
happy to make yours to go!

Bring packages of diapers, or monetary donations to
serve these babies in need!

Pasta Fundraiser for
Children Come First!

Shopping tip: Diapers vary widely in cost and quality. We
have researched this extensively and our best buys are
Target’s Up and Up brand and Walmart’s Parent’s Choice
brand.

Journey Through Scripture

We will resume meeting in the Church Parlor on
Sunday, October 4th, at 9:45 am. We will dismiss in time
for everyone to get home for the Livestream of the 10:45
am service or to attend worship in the Sanctuary. You are
asked to wear your mask. If you have any questions,
please contact Larry Spradley at 692-3743.

Are you looking for more variety in your pasta?
Children Come First is having a Pasta Fundraiser! This
pasta comes in all sorts of shapes! Need pasta for
Halloween, Thanksgiving, or Christmas? They have it!
Want a pasta in the shape of your favorite sports team?
They have it! Want to impress your children and
grandchildren with dinosaur pasta? They have it! Fun
Pasta has all you could want and more! Go to
funpastafundraising.com/shop/children-come-first
to
browse the wide variety of pasta you can purchase! All
money raised will go to Children Come First. You can
order online and have your pasta delivered to your door.
Free shipping on orders over $55! There will also be an
order form available in the church office if you want to
avoid shipping costs! Your pasta will then be delivered
and distributed from the church.

Make Your Mark
Dr. Mark R. Bender
Senior Minister

Trip Planning (Part 2)

If you have ever been on a road trip, you know that
the best way to get to your destination is to have a plan. If
you just start driving without a destination in mind, there’s
a good possibility you won’t ever get there. And if you
have a destination in mind but don’t spend time figuring
out how to get there, you will likely waste a lot of time and
gas by going the wrong way or taking a less efficient
route. This same principle comes into play as we think
about where we are headed as a church.
In my last Make Your Mark column, I painted a mental
picture of what First Christian Church could look like by
the year 2025. This picture comes from the work of our
Vision Team - a picture which culminated in a description
of where we believe God wants us to be five years from
now. We stated it like this: By 2025, we want to go from
the One Table to 5000 tables. Our Vision Team believes
that five years from now, we will stand on the top of a
vista where we will see with clarity that we filled 3500
empty tables, 1000 neighborhood tables, 300 family
tables, and, 200 leadership tables.
To put this in trip planning language, this is the travel
brochure. It is the picture – the vision - of what things will
look like when we arrive at our final destination.
The travel brochure is nice – it’s what makes us want
to go to our destination. But, the travel brochure isn’t very
helpful for telling us how to get there. That’s where a road
map comes into play. The road map helps us plan a route
that is both efficient and scenic.
As a church, the path to our
destination is determined by our
mission: Shepherding every person to

encounter the abundant peace of
Christ. This mission serves as our

compass and guiding North Star.
Before we can even use the map, we
need to know which way is North.
Otherwise, we will think we are on the
right path, only to discover that we
started in the wrong direction. Our
mission provides the proper direction
and points everyone in that direction.
As the Vision Team began their work on our “road
map” towards our 2025 Vision, we noted that there were
several “stops” we needed to make along the way. These
“stops” (or, better said, big items to be realized) included:





Engagement with MSU students
Enhancing our brand
Optimizing our facilities
Developing leaders

These four things are the four big “hows” to get to our
one big “what.” To achieve our vision of going from the
One Table to 5000 tables by 2025, we will have to figure
out how to meet the needs of the students across the
street at Midwestern State University. We will have to
build and leverage our “brand” (which is more than just a
logo – it’s what we will be known for in the community).
We will have to make some exciting, strategic, and,

perhaps, expensive decisions about how we best
configure our facilities for the future. And, it goes without
saying, that none of this will be possible if we don’t
develop leaders to help pilot the church into that future.
As I suggested last time, the first leg of this journey is
family ministry. As the Vision Team drew their work to a
close, there was complete agreement that our first “next
step” needed to be a church wide emphasis on our
ministries to children, youth, and their parents. To say it
another way, we believe that investing in family ministry
will be the one thing that changes everything.
This isn’t a new concept for us as a church. In fact, we
took a big step in this direction three years ago when we
reconfigured our staffing in order to hire a full time
Director of Children’s Ministry (Claire) and a full time
Director of Youth Ministry (Josh – now Minister to Youth
and Young Adults). This has been one of the best
decisions we have made as a congregation! Claire and
Josh consistently provide outstanding leadership and
direction to our children and youth ministries. But let me
wave the caution flag… If we think that all we need to do to
develop an amazing family ministry program is to hire a
few people and set them loose, we will fall short. Because
investing in family ministry requires more than staffing.
Our investment in family ministry means that we will
need to create safe, welcoming, and updated
environments for children, youth, and their parents. Yes,
this includes updates to our facilities and security
procedures, but the environment is also shaped by the
people in it. A welcoming volunteer, with a smile on their
face and a love for children, does more to shape the
environment than paint or furniture. A solid family ministry
program is going to need the efforts of many – the young
and the seasoned.
Likewise, we will need to focus and maximize our
family ministry endeavors. No family today complains
about having too much free time. Most of our kids and
parents are stretched thin. That
means we need to maximize the
precious time families give to the
church. We’ve got to be strategic in
our faith formation opportunities with
our children and youth so that they
are equipped to live out that faith on
their own. And we’ve got to resource
parents so that they can capably and
excellently fulfill their God-given
responsibilities with their children. In
other words, family ministry isn’t just
about ages 0-18. It’s also about the rest of the family –
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and other
influencers.
There is so much more to say about family ministry,
and as this Fall unfolds, you will continue to hear more
about how we are following our road map towards a more
robust family ministry made possible by church wide
investment. But for now, consider this statement:

Doing more for the family is the best way the church can
have consistent influence in the heart of a child.
Say that to yourself over-and-over. Tape it to your
bathroom mirror so that you see it every morning. Write it
down on the top of your calendar. Most importantly, add it
to your prayer list. Because the further we go on this
journey as individuals and as the church, the better off we
will be (and our families will be) when God has done
God’s work in us.
Mark

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

Join us on the East Parking lot Sunday mornings at 8:40 am
for a Drive-In Communion service! This short service features
hymns, prayers, a message, and communion. Come start your
Sunday with this Onsite Worship Experience.

2020 Reconciliation Special Offering

On Sundays, September 27th and October 4th, we will
receive the special offering for Reconciliation Ministry. This
year’s theme is The Rocks Are Crying Out: Show Up, Speak Up,
Stand Up, based in Luke 19:36-40, reminds us, that like those
first century disciples following Jesus into Jerusalem, we must
lift our voices to acknowledge the divine message and the divine
messenger that is Christ with us. We are the ones to break the
silence of oppression and suppression of human dignity based
on the color of a person’s skin or their nation of origin.
We thank you in advance for your generous giving to the
Reconciliation Special Offering! Donations may be made online
at reconciliationministry.org/give/ or you may send your checks
to the church office made out to “FCC”.
The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on
Oct. 7! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Monday.

Christian Women’s Fellowship
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October Scripture Readings

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Romans 8:5-14
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Ephesians 4:3-6
Psalm 147:1-7
Isaiah 58:7-11
James 1:1-12
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 4:35-41
Isaiah 61:1-7
Luke 12:22-28
Matthew 11:1-11
Habakkuk 1:1-5
Matthew 13:18-23
Luke 10:25-37
Hebrews 11:1-29

Don’t Forget
to “Like Us”
on

Group Meetings will be as follows Group 1 will meet on
Monday, September 21st, at 1:30 pm in Room 310; Group 2 will
meet on Wednesday, September 23rd, at 12:00 noon in Room
405; and Group 3 will not meet in September.

Member News:
Hospitalized: no one.
Our sympathies are extended to Curtis Dolberry & Family

on learning of the death of his wife, Mary Kay Dolberry, on
September 12th. Services were held on September 19th in the
Sanctuary.
Our condolences are extended to Priscilla Gibson &
Family on learning of the death of her mother, Sherrie Phillips,
on September 17th. Graveside services were held on September
21st.
We also extend our sympathies to Lynette Gill & Family
on learning of the death of her brother-in-law, Jerry Lee, on
September 19th.

Pickleball! Join us on Sunday afternoon in the gym to

play Pickleball. No experience required, on the court instruction,
and loads of fun. We play from 2-4, so come for the whole time,
or half the time and find out what the BIG "dill" is!
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Psalm 1:1-3
Philippians 4:4-9
Matthew 5:13-16
Hebrews 12:1-3
Luke 18:1-7
Psalm 41:1-3
Psalm 27:1-5
1 Corinthians 15:50-58
Psalm 46:1-7
John 8:34-38
Joshua 4:1-7
Mark 14:32-36
1 Peter 5:6-11
Matthew 20:20-28
Psalm 30:4-12

Or
Subscribe to
“Us” on

FOR THE RECORD. . .

CGRM: (Tues., Sept. 15) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Neighborhood (Wed., Sept. 16) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
Sunday School (Sun. Sept. 20). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65
Worship (Sept. 20): 8:40am Drive In Worship Service . . . . 23
10:45am Worship Service . . . . . . . . . .203
Total Worship. . . . . . .259
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week
$18,362.35
Sunday Receipts for 9/20/20
$1,725.00
Through Sept. 21: Income $646,004.84
Expenses $647,965.45

This Sunday:
“Is the Child Father to the Man?”
1 Samuel 17
Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr.

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Shepherds Wanted

Membership is looking for volunteers that are
interested in being a Shepherd to some of our families at
FCC. It doesn’t require a lot of time, and training is
included! Please contact Susan Buckley, 781-6128, if you
have any questions, or if you are interested in helping us
out by taking a “Flock”.
Youth and Children's Ministry programs have kicked
back into gear! Below you will find the schedule for each
program!
Youth Ministry
Wednesday Youth Activities - 7:00 pm, Room 403/Gym
Sunday School - 9:30 am, Room 403
Sunday Night Youth Fellowship - 7:00 pm, Room 403/Gym
Children's Ministry
Wednesday First Kidz - 6:00 pm, Room 402
Sunday School - 9:30 am various classrooms
Children's Church - Room 402/Gym
Sunday Evening Young Disciples - 6:00 pm, Room 402
College Ministry
MSU Bible Study - Thursdays, 6:00 pm, Rapid Fire Pizza

Crossing the Threshold:

Regional Assembly 2020

You are invited to join members of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest ONLINE, on
October 10th with pre-assembly education events on
October 9th.
The theme for Assembly this year is "Crossing the
Threshold", Deuteronomy 6:4-9. We are living through
challenging times but we know as the Christian Church in
the Southwest Region, that together we can Cross the
Threshold.
This is an ONLINE event so you can participate from
the comfort of your own home, or wherever is easiest for
you! On October 10th, there will be a total of 12
workshops - two of the workshops will be in Spanish and
one with Spanish Interpretation available, a business
meeting, and closing worship service.
Did we mention that this is a FREE EVENT?
Everyone is welcome and invited to participate in all that
is happening during assembly. Don't worry if this is your
first time, or your 100th time – you are welcome and are
an important part of the Region.
Visit ccsw.org/ra2020 to learn more about the
speakers, how to register, a daily schedule, and more!

Audio for all sermons can be found on our website! Just
click on the "Resources" tab in the top right and click on
the "Sermons" option.

Sanctuary Flowers

There are open dates for Sanctuary flower donations! If
you would like flowers displayed in the Sanctuary worship
service in honor or in memory of a loved one or group,
contact Sherry Tucker at 940-696-2490.

Join In Worship By Phone

Especially for those who don’t have internet or who have trouble with technology
Have you missed being able to worship with your First Christian Church family during the
COVID-19 pandemic because you don’t have good internet where you live? You can now listen to
the 10:45 am worship service live through your phone. All you have to do is dial 940-FCC-1100
(940-322-1100) to connect to the worship service audio.
Plus, when you dial in, you will be asked if you would like to be notified when First Christian
Church is live for worship. If you select this option, you will receive a phone call connecting you to the worship service
audio stream every Sunday. You don’t have to remember to call us…we’ll call you!
If you would like the church office to add your phone number (or someone else’s phone number) to the list to receive
this automated call every Sunday, just call the church office (940-692-2282) or send us an email
(mail@firstchristianwf.com).

1

Dawn Cobb
Rachel Pullam
Margaret Scales

9

10 David Carlton

25 Melody Jennings

2

Terry Burross
Shirley Craft

13 Betty Crane-Rice

26 Lindsey Dalton
Robbie Walker

3

Linda Gipson
Brooklyn Powers
Avery Schroeder

4

Carolyn Ford
Deric Gentry
Keyara Seguine

5

Claudine Farrell
Lou James
Harry Tonemah

6

Grayson Berry

7

Landon Barger
MaKenna Barger
Owen McLaughlin
Billy Smiley
Debbie Watson

8

Mitchell Tull

Donna Landis

14 Nick Gipson
Ben Reynolds
Brenda Spilman
Lauren Wright
15 Maggy Anderson
Cindy Collins
David Cullum
Carla Moran

24 Jean Puckett

29 Ben Sabine
Ted Smith Jr.
30 John DeVilbiss
Vince Machado
Hollie Murphey
31 Maggie Ross

16 Kay Sabine
17 Dennis Carlton
Josh Dalton
James Poole
18 Twila Boydston
Ikey Miller
19 Sheila Poole
23 Sheila Reynolds
Melanie Selvidge

5

Caitlin & Patrick Barker

15 Eva & Dave Whiting

6

Pam & Jerry Johnson

17 Sarah & Jason Lester

10 Shanen & Brian Jarmakovitz

23 Cheryl & Billy Smiley

12 LyDora & Chris Martin

26 Cinda & Marc Cannedy

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office,
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list!

OPPORTUNITIES

SERVING SUNDAY
ELDERS

9/27: Gary Ballard, Cheryl Smiley; Emily Wilson, Presiding
10/4: Linda C. Carr, Cindy Hernandez; Ricky Scales, Presiding

SEPTEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS

Dave Clark, Captain
Ashley & Kyle Burross, Linda Gipson, Ann Kable, Curtis Sullivan, Brandi Brannon,
Fred Gentry, Margaret Phillips, Fred & Jane Ridenour, Jodi Bender, Leann Elder,
Robert Hastings, Stacey Lingbeek, Ashley Warton, Abby Bender.

OCTOBER DIACONATE SERVERS

Twila Boydston, Captain
Debi & Larry Ballard, Alan Freeman, Kris Gossom, Hollie Murphey, Liz Thomas,
Shirley Craft, Ronnie James, Jim & Karen LaValley, James Poole, JJ Johnson,
Sheila Reynolds, Tyler Thomas, Isabell Murphey, Emily Thomas.

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .

Church Number
940-692-2282
FAX Number 940-696-3085
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister
692-2282
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries
692-2282
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries
692-2282
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries
763-8515
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator
691-7265
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First
687-2231
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School
692-3640
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries
337-1712
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary
Tina Williams, Financial Secretary
Karen Watson, Receptionist
Debbie Watson, Organist
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media

CHRISTIAN CHALLENGER

First Christian Church
3701 Taft Boulevard
Wichita Falls, Texas 76308

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGER

Pub. No. (USPS 559-820). Published
biweekly by First Christian Church, 3701
Taft Blvd., Wichita Falls TX 76308-2315.
Periodical postage paid at Wichita Falls
TX. – POSTMASTER: Send Address
Changes to Christian Challenger, 3701
Taft Blvd., Wichita Falls, TX 76308-2315.

Sunday, September 27, 2020
RECONCILIATION SPECIAL OFFERING
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot)
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on YouTube
or Facebook.com/FCCWF)
2:00 Pickleball (Gym)
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall)
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402)
Monday, September 28, 2020
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F)
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
9:00-9:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool (M-F)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, September 29, 2020
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 310)
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Rm 220) (Tu/Wed)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups
(Rm 304-308)
Wednesday, September 30, 2020
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
10:15 Sheri Sutton’s Fall Bible Study (Fellowship Hall/Zoom)
11:00 YAS Board Mtg (Parlor)
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402)
6:45 Chancel Choir (Garden of the Cross)
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
Thursday, October 1, 2020
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
10:00-10:30 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
6:00 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire)
7:00 Bible Story Time with Claire (Facebook/YouTube)
Friday, October 2, 2020
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
10:00-10:30 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
Sunday, October 4, 2020
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
RECONCILIATION SPECIAL OFFERING
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot)
9:30 Sunday School
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on
YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF)
2:00 Pickleball (Gym)
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall)
5:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
6:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402)
Monday, October 5, 2020
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F)
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
9:00-9:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool (M-F)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, October 6, 2020
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 310)
10:00-11:00 YAS Music (Rm 220) (Tu/Wed)
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Meeting (Jacksboro)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups
(Rm 304-308)
Wednesday, October 7, 2020
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
10:15 Sheri Sutton Bible Study (Rm 310/Zoom)
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402)
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
Thursday, October 8, 2020
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
6:00 College Bible Study (Rapid Fire)
7:00 Bible Story Time with Claire (Facebook/YouTube)
Friday, October 9, 2020
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
6:00 CCSW Regional Assembly Opening Worship Service (Online)
Saturday, October 10, 2020
9:30-6:30 CCSW Regional Assembly (Online)

