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Update to Opportunities for FCC
to Help MSU Students

First, thank you church family for volunteering to help
the MSU students this fall by signing up to provide items
they needed. We found out that the reason we haven't
received any lists back to fulfill is that the ONLY
international students that made it this fall were ones
already in the US. So, they already had obtained
household items needed. Only 20-25 have made it this
semester.
MSU appreciates our help so
much, and has asked if we'd delay
this project until January as
they're expecting more students to
make it then from their home
countries.
So if you signed up, I'll hold
onto the list until then, let me
know if you have any questions. We were able to help 3
returning sophomores that moved off campus and asked
for things this last weekend. One student, Justlyn from
Domanica, gave back things from the dorm to pay it
forward!
AND, we are still collecting for
the MSU food pantry which helps
lots of students in need each
semester, not just new international,
but campus wide. If you haven't
filled a grocery bag, please do
before Sunday, when we will be
blessing these bags and loading
them up for MSU.
Thank you for your giving hearts
& see you Sunday!
Sally Hastings
940-224-4416

Young Ages Preschool

Time for our school is fast
approaching!!
Young
Ages
Preschool
will
begin
on
Wednesday, September 2nd. There
are a few openings available for 4
and 5 year olds. We offer a half
day, morning preschool program,
in a loving Christian environment
with experienced teachers. At
Young Ages, learning is fun, age
appropriate, and hands-on!
If you are interested or would like more information
about our wonderful program, please contact our Director,
Alisa Gardner at 692-3640 or email questions to
youngagesschool@yahoo.com.
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Adopt A Student To Pray For

This school year is going to be like no other. We want
to cover our schools and especially our students in prayer
as they navigate new ways of learning.
We would like to encourage you to commit to praying
for a student for the 2020/2021 school year. If you would
like to pray for a student from our congregation, please
call the church office at 940-692-2282 or email Claire to
receive the name of a student/students you can pray for.

COATS FOR KIDS

September
is
here and school has
started. Despite the
heat at this time of
year, it is time for the
Coats
for
Kids
committee to begin
making plans for
coat delivery.
In normal years we purchase coats at the after
Christmas sales and have a spring fundraiser, with a
thank you breakfast to a selected Sunday School Class. In
March all was going as planned. And THEN COVID-19
arrived, chasing away all that was "normal", including our
plans for a fundraiser.
And in response to the virus, FCC has said, we can
change and still meet needs in our community. Our
worship has changed, the way we support Interfaith has
changed, responding to member needs have changed,
but our hearts and dedication to serving the needs of our
community has NOT changed.
For the past several years we have given 600 coats to
WFISD. With the coats that have already been purchased,
and the funds presently in the Coats for Kids account, we
believe we can do that with an additional $5000. So we
are asking you, the congregation, to help us meet this
goal.
The celebratory breakfast will be replaced with a
home cooked gourmet dinner delivered to someone's
home. Donate to Coats for Kids and have your name put
in a drawing for the dinner.
Our fundraiser will begin this Sunday, August 30th,
and will end on September 20th.
Six hundred coats for $5000 is real bargain, please
give generously!
Don’t Forget
to “Like Us”
on

Or
Subscribe to
“Us” on

Make Your Mark
Dr. Mark R. Bender
Senior Minister

To Whom Much is Given…

About ten years ago, I had a neat experience. I was
part of group of eight people that spent two intensive days
learning from a well-known (in church circles) and gifted
megachurch pastor. While there were structured
moments in these two days, we spent the better part of
one day at his house just having a wide-ranging and freeflowing conversation. Since there were only two churches
represented (four people from our staff and four people
from another church), we were able to ask questions that
benefitted our particular situations.
It was in the midst of this conversation that Larry
humbly talked about leading a large church. He said that
people would often marvel about his church, which
averaged more than 15,000 worship participants on a
weekend. He noted that many people and pastors thought
that when you have the people and the resources that
come with a large congregation, everything is so much
easier. You’ve got a large pool of volunteers. You’re not
scraping the bottom of the offering
plate to pay the church’s utility bill.
You’re not feeling the heartache that
comes when a family moves away.
But Larry dispelled that myth. He
said they still struggle to find
volunteers. More people attending
mean more volunteers are needed.
Likewise, while they were paying their
bills, there were still difficult choices to
make about financial allocations,
staffing, buildings, and more. And there
is still heartache when people leave.
It was in talking about this that
Larry said: ‘If you remember the
Parable of the Talents, one is given
five talents, one is given two talents,
and another is given one talent. We happen to be a “five
talent” church. But, don’t forget that in the parable, Jesus
suggests that there is a responsibility that comes with the
talents. We may have “more” to start with than others, but
we are responsible for stewarding that “more,” too.’ That
was the first time I had ever heard someone apply that
parable to churches, and, for me, it became a helpful way
of thinking properly about church size and role.
In last Sunday’s sermon, I mentioned that the 2020

Yearbook and Directory of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) had arrived. I pointed out that, based on my

quick and completely unscientific research, First Christian
Church, Wichita Falls, ranked sixth in total membership in
our Region and third in participating membership. Of the
337 churches that compose the Christian Church in the
Southwest – a region encompassing all of Texas and New
Mexico – we are a church of size.
I don’t say this to brag. I’m proud of who we are and
the involvement of our church members in worship, faith
development, and service. But to whom much is given,
much is expected (Luke 12:48). As I said on Sunday, by
the standards of our Region, this makes us a “five talent”
church. And that means we have a “five talent”
responsibility.

The truth is, we don’t tend to think that way. We know
that we aren’t the same size we were thirty years ago. We
know that there are other churches in our area that have
Sunday School classes that are as large as our total
Sunday morning attendance. It’s hard to feel like we are a
church of size when other churches are gathering larger
crowds.
That’s why it’s helpful to put some things into
perspective. In the National Congregations Study
sponsored by Duke University, three surveys were
conducted among congregations across the religions
spectrum. The first survey took place in 1998, the second
in 2006-07, and the third in 2012. While many surveys of
America’s religious landscape ask people about their own
individual religious beliefs and practices, this Study
examined what people did together in congregations.
As a part of this Study, the researchers noted that:

Size is one of the most important characteristics
of any organization, including congregations. It
affects everything else. More people mean more
resources, more staff, and more programming.
Bigness also brings more complexity: different
kinds of staff, more administration and
coordination, bureaucracy, formality, and
possibly a loss of the personal touch.
When it came to size, they also
highlighted this fundamental fact: Most
congregations in the United States are
small.
In
2012,
the
average
congregation had only 70 regular
participants, counting both adults and
children, and an annual budget of
$85,000 (and, as late as 2018, these
figures haven’t changed substantially).
They also made this observation:

Imagine that we have lined up all
congregations in the United States,
from the smallest to the largest.
Imagine that you are walking along
this line, starting on the end with the
smallest congregations. When you
get to a congregation with 400 people, you would
have walked past…more than 90% (93%, to be
exact) of all congregations. Or imagine walking
along this line of congregations from the other
direction, starting with the very largest. When you
get to that same 400-person congregation, you
would have walked past only about 7% of all
congregations.
Even if we aren’t the same size as the church across
the city, or the same size we were previously, we are still
in the top 5-7% when it comes to congregational size.
With that reality comes the charge to make the most of
what we have been given. Fortunately for us, our Vision
Team spent nearly a year helping us develop a plan and a
road map for doing just that. And in the upcoming
Challengers, I’ll share why, even in this era of COVID-19,
I’m excited about what God will do through a very
“talented” First Christian Church.
Mark

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

Join us on the East Parking lot Sunday mornings at
8:40 am for a Drive-In Communion service! This short
service features hymns, prayers, a message, and
communion. Come start your Sunday with this Onsite
Worship Experience.

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on
Sept. 9! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Monday.

Christian Women’s Fellowship

The September CWF Luncheon will be Monday, September
14th, at 11:45 am in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s theme for
our four luncheons is “Faith In Our Neighborhood,” and the
speaker in September will be Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of
Youth Ministries here at FCC. The devotional will be given by
Cathy Gately. Reservations are not required and guests are
welcome. Social distancing will be observed. Cost is $5.00 per
person. The CWF Board will meet at 10:30 am in Room 310
prior to the luncheon.
Group Meetings will be as follows Group 1 will meet on
Monday, September 21st, at 1:30 pm in Room 310; Group 2 will
meet on Wednesday, September 23rd, at 12:00 noon in Room
405; and Group 3 will not meet in September.

From the Mailbox. . .

First Christian Church,
Thank you for helping us faithfully to feed the Kitchen’s
Meals on Wheels seniors, disabled, and homebound. Your
generosity, especially during this COVID-19 pandemic, is
needed more than ever.
You are such a blessing!
With Gratitude,
Pam Hughes Pak & The Kitchen Staff

Member News:
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Carol Propper. Released and

back home are Robert Hernandez and Frances Williams.

Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach Services:

You can continue to help keep the pantry shelves filled by:
Donating items needed for Pantry Sunday on Sunday,
September 6th: The collected item(s) will be: cans of meat (NOT
tuna) and boxes of saltine crackers.

Fall Bible Study
This Risen Existence

by Paula Gooder
Because we had to
This
Risen
cancel
Existence in March due to
the onset of COVID19, we
will continue this study
beginning September 23,
2020.
Why
should
we
continue this study? The
power of the resurrection
transcends the empty tomb
and changes us. According
to Gooder, it transforms our
lives by changing our
thinking and our actions.
Consequently, when we
change,
our
families
change, our workplaces
change,
and
our
communities change. When
we live the resurrection life, we live expecting the sudden,
powerful presence of the risen Christ in our midst.
Join Sheri Sutton as she leads this 5-week
continuation beginning Wednesday, September 23, 2020.
Each session will begin at 10:15am.
Call the church office at 692-2282 to register and
indicate whether you prefer a Zoom meeting or an inperson meeting.
More information about protocols and the logistics of
meeting will be determined in the next few weeks.
FOR THE RECORD. . .

CGRM: (Tues., Aug. 18) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Neighborhood Online Prayer Service (Wed., Aug. 19) . . . . Did Not Meet
Sunday School (Sun. Aug. 23 — via Zoom). . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Worship (Aug. 23): 8:40am Drive In Worship Service . . . . . 27
10:45am Worship Service . . . . . . . . . .241
Total Worship. . . . . . .268
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week
$18,362.35
Sunday Receipts for 8/23/20
$6,693.00
Through Aug. 24: Income $563,426.48
Expenses $584,844.19

This Sunday:
“Speaking the Truth”
Luke 18:9-14
Dr. Mark Bender

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

2020 WFISD Prayer Walk
at our Partner In Education School:
Fain Elementary

Sanctuary Flowers

There are open dates for Sanctuary flower donations! If
you would like flowers displayed in the Sanctuary worship
service in honor or in memory of a loved one or group,
contact Sherry Tucker at 940-696-2490.

2

Kalyn Dabbs
Jim Hogan
Richard McQuiston

3

Devin Ford
Mary Claire Gentry
Robert Rafuse
Slate Westbrook

4

Dave Hartman Jr.
Cindy Hernandez
Linda Hollabaugh

12 Alli Cobb
Joan Stodghill

25 Weylin Miller
Russell Wilson

13 David Puckett

26 Jeana Brunson
Maverick Jarmakovitz
Donna Long
Craig Reynolds
Sherri Webb

14 Brandon Pontius
15 Kathy Bauer
Ronnie James
16 Kevin Ballard
Mike Murdock

5

Rebecca Ferguson

18 Linda Cook

6

Charles Reaves
Paige Schroeder

19 Jon Earley
Hailey Wilks

8

Mark Koch

20 Misty Hartley

9

Katie Edgemon
Patricia Wearth

21 Jim Owens
Mary Kathryn Tanner
Sherrie Vaccarella

10 Olivia Berry
Addison Wineinger
11 Shirley King-Wilson
Howard Morris
Stephen Stradley

27 Carol Nowell
28 Priscilla Gibson
Doug Kunkle
Tiffany Sparks
29 Dana Givens
MaKayla Mays
Grace Reynolds
30 Gidget Pettibon

22 Sandra Ross
23 Lillian Johnson

1

Beth & Josh deSteiguer

16 Shirley Craft & Kenn Hill

2

Melinda & Charles Reaves

22 Nancy & Allan Jirik

6

Debbie & Mark Turnbow

8

Jeana & Jack Brunson
Robin & Darrell Stewart
Ashley & Brandon Warton

24 Carla & Nathan Moran
Emily & Andy Wilson

9

Sheri & Mark Sutton

26 Shelly & Chuck Dalton
29 Amy & Chris Churchill

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office,
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list!

OPPORTUNITIES

SERVING SUNDAY
ELDERS

8/30: Gary Ballard, Jerry Johnson; Howard Morris, Presiding
9/6: Kathleen Lauck, Richard Phillips; Woody Gossom, Presiding

DIACONATE DRIVE-IN SERVICE SETUP
8/30:
9/6:

AUGUST DIACONATE SERVERS

David Strickland, Captain
Kim Ballard, Buddy Edgemon, Lynette Gill, Scot Hafley, Nancy Smith, Teresa
Archambo, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Melody Jennings, Stacey Strickland, Bob & Mary
Carlton, Vicki Kunkle, Mistie Seguine, Karen Watson, Davidson Cook, Hannah
Earley.

SEPTEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS

Dave Clark, Captain
Ashley & Kyle Burross, Linda Gipson, Ann Kable, Curtis Sullivan, Brandi Brannon,
Fred Gentry, Margaret Phillips, Fred & Jane Ridenour, Jodi Bender, Leann Elder,
Robert Hastings, Stacey Lingbeek, Ashley Warton, Abby Bender.

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .

Church Number
940-692-2282
FAX Number 940-696-3085
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister
692-2282
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries
692-2282
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries
692-2282
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries
763-8515
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator
691-7265
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First
687-2231
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School
692-3640
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries
337-1712
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary
Tina Williams, Financial Secretary
Karen Watson, Receptionist
Debbie Watson, Organist
Tim Williamson, Director of Digital Media
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Sunday, August 30, 2020
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot)
9:30 Adult Sunday School Classes (via Zoom)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on
YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF)
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
Monday, August 31, 2020
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F)
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
9:00-9:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, September 1, 2020
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 310)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups
(Rm 304-308)
Wednesday, September 2, 2020
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool Classes Begin (W-F)
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
Thursday, September 3, 2020
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
6:00 College Bible Study (Rm 222)
7:00 Bible Story Time with Claire (Facebook/YouTube)
Friday, September 4, 2020
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
Sunday, September 6, 2020
8:40 Drive In Worship Service (East Parking Lot)
9:30 Adult Sunday School Classes (via Zoom)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary or Watch the Livestream on
YouTube or Facebook.com/FCCWF)
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
Monday, September 7, 2020
LABOR DAY
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed
Tuesday, September 8, 2020
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (Tu-F)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages Preschool (Tu-F)
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 310)
6:00 Membership Ministry Mtg (Parlor/Zoom)
6:00 Property Ministry Mtg (Rm 310/Zoom)
6:00 Outreach Ministry Mtg (Fellowship Hall/Zoom)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups
(Rm 304-308)
7:00 Worship Ministry Mtg (Sanctuary/Zoom)
Wednesday, September 9, 2020
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
8:55-10:30 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
5:30 Brown Bag Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 First Kidz (PreK-5th Grade) (Rm 402)
7:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
Thursday, September 10, 2020
9:00-9:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
10:00-10:30 YAS Chapel (Chapel)
6:00 College Bible Study (Rm 405)
7:00 Bible Story Time with Claire (Facebook/YouTube)
Friday, September 11, 2020
8:55-10:30 CCF Music (Rm 220)
10:00-10:30 YAS Chapel (Chapel)

