Gretchen Bridgman

Gretchen Green Bridgman went to be with the Lord on August 8, 2020.

Gretchen was born June 1, 1937 in Ackley, lowa. Parents were Marie and
Tom Green with brothers Tom and Jim. At age 12, the family moved to Des
Moines, lowa. Here she graduated from Roosevelt High School in 1955 where she
was the Homecoming queen. In 1959, she graduated from the University of lowa
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree and an Elementary Education Certificate. While
there, she was President of her Kappa Kappa Gamma chapter, Interfraternity
Pledge Queen and Interfraternity Queen and a member of Motor Board.

On August 14, 1960, Gretchen married her high school sweetheart and was
blessed with 60 years of wonderful marriage. They had three children, Charles,
Julie, and James completing their family in the next three years in the Boston
area.

From Framingham, Mass they moved to York, Pa for five years, then to
Allentown, Pa for two years and to Birmingham, Michigan for another five years.
From there the family moved to Wichita Falls in 1977 where John and Gretchen
have been living for 43 years.

She got actively involved in church, school, and community. They found their
church home at First Christian Church where Gretchen was involved in Sunday
School teaching, numerous committees and honored as a life- time Deacon. She
completed extensive training and was certified as a Stephen Minister where she
was active for many years.

In the community, she became very active in many organizations and as a
board member including Children’s Aid Society, Child Welfare, Child Protective
Society and Partners in Education where she was a mentor for seven years.
Gretchen spent many years as a board member and supporter of the Wichita
County Heritage Society and Kell House.

Gretchen spent many, many hours attending and supporting Chuck, Julie,
and Jim’s many activities and sporting events. To Gretchen, family always came
first but also had time for part time employment at Different Strokes for a few years
and about 20 years at The Containery.

She enjoyed and supported the Clavier and Colony Dance Clubs where she
was past president of Clavier and treasure of Colony.

Gretchen was a past president of the local Kappa Kappa Gamma alum
chapter and attended the national convention with her daughter Julie who was a
KKG at Texas Tech at the time.

Loving and supporting John was one of her most important goals. She and
John enjoyed extensive travel for business and pleasure. They had many
memorial trips with family and friends including celebrating their 50th anniversary
with all the family in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

Along with the Lord, Gretchen loved her family and her many friends
throughout the years. Her six grandchildren brought Gigi much love and joy.

Preceding her in death are her parents Tom and Marie Green, her grandson
Conner Thomas Roper and her brothers Tom Green and Jim Green.

Surviving her are her husband, John, three children Charles Thomas
Bridgman and wife Kristy, Julie Bridgman Roper and husband Stephen and James
Carey Bridgman and wife Ann and six Grandchildren Adam Bridgman, Madeline
Williamson and husband John, Carson Roper, Campbell Roper and wife Morgan,
and Cole and McKenzie Bridgman.
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Gretchen Bridgman Memorial Service
Order of Worship

Prelude Dr. Ron Hough
*Seating of the Family
Call to Worship Dr. Mark Bender
Special Music How Great Thou Art Campbell Roper
Opening Prayer Dr. Bender
Remembrance Dr. David Hartman
Pastoral Prayer Dr. Hartman
Scripture Readings

2 Timothy 4:6-8

Romans 8:31-39

John 14:1-6

Reflection Dr. Bender
Of Kinship and Friendship (1 Peter 4:8-11)

Special Music It is Well With My Soul  Campbell Roper

Benediction Dr. Bender

Postlude Dr. Hough

Please join the family in Fellowship Hall
for a reception following this service.

Let us know you’ve joined into the service today by texting
GRETCHEN to 940-310-5673.

*Please stand, if able.

Good communication is as stimulating as black coffee,
and just as hard to sleep after.

— ANNE MORROW LINDBERGH, b. 1906
American writer & aviator
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