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14 Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no one 
fails to obtain the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springs up and causes trouble, and through it many 
become defiled. 

 

 
I like puzzles. I’ve always liked doing puzzles. Even from an early age, I liked 

completing crossword puzzles. But I don’t just do crosswords. I’ve got a Sudoku app 

on my phone and when I have a few free moments, I am often playing it. Truth be 

told, I survived a Seminary course by playing Sudoku in TCU daily newspaper. It kept 

me awake in the midst of an otherwise boring class. 

I like the challenge puzzles provide. They get my brain going. But more than that, 

it’s been said that puzzles are good for your long-term cognitive ability. I want to be 

healthy and mentally sharp when I get older. 

But these are not the only kind of puzzles there are. During the recent shelter-in-

place, jigsaw puzzles became popular. Lots of friends – and some of you - were 

posting on social media that they had started or completed 500- or 1000-piece puzzles. 

There was even an offer to exchange puzzles posted on our neighborhood Facebook 

page. Puzzles became a way for people to engage themselves when the rest of the 

world seemed uncertain. 

I love the feeling of finishing a puzzle – there is a sense of satisfaction when I 

complete it. I think this is especially true with Jigsaw puzzles. Once you have made all 
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of the pieces fit, you have created something entirely different – a new picture. But 

until you’ve got them all in place, the image is incomplete. 

This past week, we saw again an unfinished puzzle in our nation. The tragic death of 

George Floyd and the subsequent protests showed that all of the pieces are not fitting 

together as they should. Our black and brown neighbors suggest that their pieces don’t 

connect as they should. Some even feel like their puzzle pieces come from an entirely 

different box, and that there is no way they will ever fit in the picture. The truth is, the 

front of the box called America pictures “all men created equal” but this puzzle is far 

from complete. And for people of faith, people like you and me, this isn’t just a 

challenge for us as a nation. This is a challenge of whether we believe Jesus Christ is 

Lord. 

Earlier this week I wrote a newsletter article about the difficulty we have today of 

“thinking Christianly.” In this article, I highlighted Harry Blamires’ argument that we 

have lost our ability to think as Christians. Blamires suggests that, as Christians, we 

now meet only as worshipping beings and as moral beings, not as thinking beings. We 

pray and worship Christianly, but then we go back to talking politics, social matters, 

and labor relations, and we “empty our brains of Christian vocabulary and concepts.” 

We seem to step out of our Christian garments whenever we step mentally into the 

field of social and political life. Blamires sadly notes that the average church member is 

more aware of and loyal to what his or her political party says than he or she is to what 

the Bible says is right, and good, and just, and fair. 

So what does the Bible say about this incomplete puzzle we find before us as a 

nation? How do we stock our brains with the right vocabulary and concepts and 

scriptural direction to address ill-fitting pieces? How do we think as Christians 

independent from political persuasion and, perhaps even independent from the 

background and experiences that have shaped our individual pieces of this puzzle? 
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The truth is, scripture does say something about this reality. And if we believe the 

Bible is more than a nice prop on our coffee tables or in our hands on the way to 

church; if we believe the Bible has some authority in our lives, then we have to get 

serious about learning what it says. One doesn’t have to read too far to find that the 

Bible has a word to say about our neighbors and how we are to relate to them. 

Most of us know that Jesus suggested the greatest commandment is to love God 

with heart, soul, and strength, and to love neighbor as self. He said that the law and the 

prophets hang on this. In other words, the whole of scripture hangs on – or is 

summarized – by this command to love God and to love neighbor. 

But what makes this a summary is the fact that the Bible contains hundreds and 

hundreds of specific verses on what loving God and neighbor looks like. And it’s not 

just a collection of maxims and good advice. There is a larger narrative at play; a larger 

narrative running throughout. A narrative that starts with perfect peace and harmony 

in the Garden of Eden…and a quest to get back to that kind of peace and harmony. 

What that means is that we can’t pick one or two verses and suggest they are 

singularly the answer. You have to look at the whole. Scripture interprets scripture. 

But, if you want an action item for putting the pieces of this puzzle together, it’s the 

counsel we find in Hebrews 12:14: 
 

Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 
 

On Sunday afternoons, a group of us have been meeting for several months to 

study Paul’s letter to the Romans. As I’ve pointed out to them several times, there are 

particular chapters in Romans that stand out – that contain key points. This doesn’t 

mean that the other chapters are less important. It’s just that in Romans, Chapters 1, 3, 

8, and 12 drive home the substantial arguments that Paul has been setting up in the 

other chapters. 
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The same is true for the New Testament book of Hebrews. Chapters 1, 4, and 11 of 

Hebrews all contain key points that the other chapters set up: the fact that Jesus is the 

imprint of God and the Great High Priest who intercedes for us, and the fact that faith 

is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. But, in 

Hebrews Chapter 12, all of that comes together. Chapter 12 is where we find the 

counsel for not just thinking about these things but an exposition of what those things 

ask us to do. 

In talking about our scripture lesson from Hebrews 12, Fred Craddock, the 

wonderful Disciples preacher and biblical scholar of the last generation, said that if we 

are “behaving as though the pilgrimage toward God and the heavenly city were but a 

saunter, this verse should provide a double jolt.” The first jolt comes in the form of 

reminder to be involved in aggressive initiatives toward peace and holiness. Both peace 

and holiness are realities that can be achieved, and not simply internal feelings. They 

are gifts from God. 

The second jolt from verse 14 is a reminder that there is a communal nature to the 

Christian life. While spiritual growth does involve individualism, it has to be balanced 

with mutuality. Pursuing peace and holiness requires others.i 

This imperative to pursue peace and holiness is why one of our measures of success 

in achieving our mission here at First Christian Church requires every one of us to 

answer the question: 
 

Am I living my faith through the consistent pursuit of peace? 
 

How would you answer that question? How would you answer it at home, where 

family dynamics come into play, or where there is no peace because you are constantly 

on the run? How would you answer it at the workplace where office politics and one-

up-manship are the norm? How would you answer it when it comes to your 
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relationship with those who look different than you; who talk differently than you; 

who want differently than you? 

That’s the challenge. Pursuing peace and holiness is somewhat like a jigsaw puzzle. 

It’s all about restoring broken connections. Sometimes you may think you don’t fit 

together, but you have to keep working until you find the right fit. 

So what broken connection do you need to restore today? Who do you need to 

connect with to move forward towards the picture of shalom that God intends? Who 

do you need to call? Who do you need to intentionally engage with? What do you need 

to consider to better model love of neighbor? 

This puzzle will be challenging. It will be a good exercise for the brain. But more 

than that, it will be good for the heart. 

As I said a moment ago, I love the feeling that comes when I’ve finished a puzzle. 

But how much greater will that feeling be when this puzzle is completed. Imagine the 

sense of satisfaction you will have when your small puzzle is complete: 
 

• The 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 piece puzzle that is your family 

• The 600 piece puzzle here at First Christian 

• The 100,000 piece puzzle in Wichita Falls 

• The 7 billion piece puzzle worldwide 
 

Imagine the final picture that will take shape when you are properly connected; 

when we are all properly connected. It’s a challenge, but one worth taking on. 

 
 
 

i Craddock, Fred B. “Letter to the Hebrews” in The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, Vol XII.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998. 
                                                 


