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28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, 
‘What accusation do you bring against this man?’ 30They answered, ‘If this man were not 
a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.’ 31Pilate said to them, ‘Take him 
yourselves and judge him according to your law.’ The Jews replied, ‘We are not 
permitted to put anyone to death.’ 32(This was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he 
indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are 
you the King of the Jews?’ 34Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others 
tell you about me?’ 35Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief 
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ 36Jesus answered, ‘My 
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would 
be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is 
not from here.’ 37Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I 
am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ 38Pilate asked him, ‘What is 
truth?’ 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I find no case 
against him. 39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. 
Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ 40They shouted in reply, ‘Not 
this man, but Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

 
 

There’s been lots of social media activity this week. With the shelter-in-place order, 

it seems that many of you passed the time by liking, loving, and friending online. And 

it seems that some people want to remember why it is that they are spending so much 

time online. 

One of the most popular “stories” posted this week began with the words: “Just so 

I never forget.” And then what follows is a descriptive litany of today’s reality: 
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• The price of gas a mile from home is $1.55. 
• Our Universities and Colleges have cancelled classes for the semester and 

gone to 100% online learning. Most students urged to move home. 
• Our public schools have also transitioned to online/eLearning through April 

3, which has subsequently been extended to May 1. Seniors face losing all of 
their last memories, senior week, celebrations, prom, graduation. 

• The unemployment rate is up dramatically. 
• We now find tape on the floors at grocery stores and others to help distance 

shoppers (6 ft) from each other. 
• Non-essential stores and businesses have been mandated to close - retail 

stores, hair salons, nail salons, dog groomers, many physicians offer urgent 
care only (no routine well visits), bars closed, restaurants are takeout/delivery 
only (no dine in). 

• Entire sports seasons cancelled/postponed - NCAA March Madness 
cancelled, NBA season suspended and NHL put on ice, the start of MLB 
postponed, and the Olympics won’t happen until 2021. 

• We’ve been told no gatherings of 50 or more, then 20 or more, then 10 or 
more; now urging no gatherings other than within household unit. 

• Weddings have either been postponed or held with 10 or less. 
• Church buildings are closed, and worship and Bible Studies are now held 

online. 
• Funerals are left to graveside only with 10 or less. 
• There’s a shortage of masks, gowns, gloves for our front-line workers. 
• There’s a shortage of ventilators for the critically ill. 
• Panic buying has “set in” (actually set in about 2 weeks ago) and we have 

limited toilet paper, disinfecting supplies, paper towel, laundry soap, hand 
sanitizer. 

• People wearing masks and gloves outside & in grocery stores 
• Government has closed the border to all non-essential travel. 
• There are daily press conferences from the President providing updates on 

new cases, recoveries, and deaths. 
• Many of our essential service workers are terrified to go to work. 
• And many are afraid to go home to their families. Some are living in RV’s 

outside their homes 
This is the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic, declared March 11, 2020. 
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Having described at length the real world you and I are experiencing today, these 

posts then note why someone is choosing to post this depressing list on their page: 

Why, you ask, do I write this status? 

One day it will show up in my memory feed, and it will be a yearly reminder that 
life is precious and not to take the things we dearly love for granted. 
We have so much! 
Be thankful. Be grateful. 
Love one another. 

 

A little over three weeks ago, none of us would have guessed that we would be 

writing things like this on social media. But there was a moment. A moment where 

everything changed. A moment where the coronavirus went from being something 

that we heard about to something that affected us. From something “out there” to 

something “right here.” It went from being a cancellation of March Madness to bona 

fide March madness. I’m not sure what the tipping point was for you, but at some 

point, we all realized that this is heavy and real stuff. 

And in the midst of it all comes Holy Week. Holy Week is a little like the memories 

function in our social media feed. It pops up to remind us each year of something 

significant. Some heavy and real stuff. 

You might not think so at first. That’s because Holy Week begins with Palm 

Sunday. With a parade and cheering and hopeful exuberance. It’s what we recognized 

as our service began. Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

The fact is, for weeks, the crowds of people following Jesus had been growing ever 

larger. And as he made his way into Jerusalem, he was being swarmed by Galilean 

Passover pilgrims on their way to celebrate Passover. There was a buzz among the 

crowd. There was a rumor that this Jesus had raised Lazarus. There was a rumor that 
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he had healed blind Bartimaeus. There was so much energy, so much excitement. So 

many were convinced this was a messianic moment. And so they shouted: 

Hosanna!  (Save us!) 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna, hosanna! 

 
And then things turned political: 

 
Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! The king of Israel. (Jn 12:13) 

 
Those crowding around Jesus as he made his way into Jerusalem believed the new 

age they had been praying for generations would finally come. Even Jesus’ closest 

followers believed this. Jesus’ disciples anticipated that when Jesus got to Jerusalem, he 

would proclaim himself king. 

The disciples were especially sure of this when Jesus insisted that they go to the 

Temple immediately upon arrival. Yet, when they get there, Jesus just looks around. 

He doesn’t teach; he doesn’t say anything; he doesn’t declare anything. He just looks 

around. And then he leaves. He and the disciples leave Jerusalem and go to Bethany, a 

small town about two miles away. 

The next morning, they get up and go back to Jerusalem and back to the Temple. 

Maybe this is the moment! Instead, Jesus walks into the temple and creates a stir. He 

turns over the tables of the money changers and drives out those who were selling and 

buying. This panicked the disciples. They were thinking that Jesus needed the Temple 

elite to support him as king, but here he was not making a very good impression. 

Indeed, the chief priests and the scribes were upset by this. In fact, the Gospel of Mark 

says that they began looking for a way to kill him. But, they were afraid because the 

crowd was spellbound. And, Jesus leaves town again. (Mk. 11:15-19) 

The next day, Jesus comes back to the Temple. This time, the chief priests, the 

elders, and the scribes were expecting him. They were ready with tricky questions to 
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trap him, hoping that his answers would cause the crowd turn on him. When they 

asked him who has given him authority to do what he does, he speaks a parable against 

them, angering the Temple leaders even more. Yet, again, they feared the crowd, and 

so they left him and went away. 

Then some of the Pharisees and Sadducees come up with more questions. The 

Pharisees – those strict observers of the Old Testament law – went first. They had a 

trick question – was it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar? If Jesus says yes, it gets 

him in trouble with the Jews who hated – who bristled and raged about - this tax. But 

if he says no, it gets him in trouble with Rome. The Pharisees were sure they had him 

backed into a corner. 

As you remember, Jesus has someone hand him a denarius. The front of a denarius 

had an image of Tiberius Caesar, and on it was inscribed: Son of the Divine Augustus 

(which basically said he was the son of a God). The back of the coin proclaimed 

Tiberius to be the high priest of the Roman religion. There was the answer. Having 

pointed out whose image was on the denarius, Jesus tells them to give to Caesar what 

is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. It was the perfect answer. And the Gospel of 

Mark says that the Pharisees were amazed by him (Mk 12:17). 

The Sadducees went next. The Sadducees were the Jewish sect who didn’t believe in 

life after death. They didn’t believe in a resurrection. That’s why they were sad-you-see. 

And that’s why their ridiculously hypothetical question was about the resurrection. 

They wanted to know if a woman has seven husbands and each one dies, whose wife 

will she be in the resurrection. To their ears, Jesus’ reply might have been the most 

disparaging criticism they could have received. Jesus told them, you haven’t read the 

scriptures. God is the God, not of the dead, but of the living (Mk. 12:27). And, from 

then on, no one dared ask him any more questions (Mk. 12:34). 
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The next day, Jesus is, again, back in Bethany. There, as he sat at the table in the 

house of Simon the leper, a woman began to anoint him with a very expensive 

ointment. But this ointment wasn’t just placed on his arms or even on his forehead. It 

was poured over his head, similar to a royal anointment. While some of those gathered 

in the house were upset by this action, Jesus declared that she was simply anointing his 

body beforehand for its burial. (Mk. 14:8) And, scripture also recounts one other event 

that day: Judas agrees to betray Jesus. (Mk. 14:10-11) 

Finally, our Holy Week timeline arrives at Thursday and the events of the Last 

Supper. Jesus and his followers are gathered in the Upper Room, where the Gospels 

together tell us that he washed their feet, he broke bread and blessed a cup, and he 

prayed over them. Following the meal, the scene shifts to the Garden of Gethsemane, 

and it’s there where Jesus is arrested. He is first taken to Annas, the father-in-law of 

Caiaphas, the High Priest. Then, in the wee hours of the night, he is taken to Caiaphas 

himself. And, this is where our scripture lesson picks up the story, the morning after 

Jesus’ arrest. 

The Gospel of John portrays this scene much differently from the Gospels of 

Mathew, Mark, and Luke. John intentionally and dramatically arranges the trial of Jesus 

before Pilate into seven scenes. Actually, truth be told, it’s Pilate, not Jesus who is on 

trial. We heard the first three scenes in our scripture lesson this morning. Jesus is 

accused; the charge will be sedition – making himself a king (18:28-32). Then, we heard 

the nature of Jesus’ kingship raised (18:33-38a). Then came the choice: King of the 

Jews or Barabbas? (18:38b-40) 

Following our scripture lesson, the fourth scene finds Jesus crowned King of the 

Jews (19:1-3). In the fifth scene, Jesus is presented to the people dressed ironically as a 

king (19:4-7). Following this scene, the sixth scene describes Jesus’ authority as king 

and the Son of God is revealed (19:8-11). Finally, the seventh scene shows Jesus 
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presented as King of the Jews. “Here is your King!” Pilate shouts to the crowd (19:12-

16a). 

These seven scenes find Pilate going back and forth between the religious leaders 

standing outside his headquarters and Jesus inside his headquarters. This back-and-

forth is intentional. Pilate is wavering…wavering between what he knows is right…but 

also what he knows is easy and politically expedient. And he’s torn between the two. 

What John is trying to make clear to us in these scenes is the kingdom of Jesus. And 

it’s clear that this kingdom is not like the worldly kingdom Pilate represents. That’s 

evident in the responses Jesus gives to Pilate’s questions. “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” “What have you done?” 

“My kingdom is not from this world,” Jesus tells Pilate (18:36). [Paraphrase:] “If it 

were, there would be violence – I would take the kingdom by force. That’s the way 

kings of the world rise to power. But my kingdom is not from here.” John only talks 

about the kingdom five times in his gospel, and three of them are in this passage. 

“So you are a king?” Pilate asks, to which Jesus replies, “I was born for this; to 

testify to the truth.” And it’s here, in three little words from Pilate, that we find the 

question that all of Holy Week has been building towards. Scholars would say it’s 

actually the question the entire Gospel of John has been anticipating: “What is truth?” 

Ninety-seven days ago, we stepped out of this Sanctuary with the words of John’s 

prologue ringing in our ears: “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, full of 

grace and truth.” (John 1:14) What Pilate’s question reminds us of is that Jesus “came 

into the world” so that he “might witness to the truth.” And what we will find this 

week is that these questions – “Are you the king?” and “What is truth?” - are ultimately 

answered on the cross. Answered in a kingship that can be difficult to see because it’s 

manifest in crucifixion rather than in political dominance.i 
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Today, especially today, in the midst of a pandemic, Jesus’ kingship can be difficult 

to see for the same reasons. You might find yourself wavering between determination 

and depression; between “this isn’t so bad” and “this is awful”; between “I can manage 

this” and “somebody else fix this!” The reality is, I can’t tell you it’s all going to be ok. 

I can’t tell you everything will be fine; that this won’t have long-lasting impact upon 

your relationships, and on the way you live. 

But what I can do it point to the fact that Jesus said my kingdom is not from this 

world. Some older translations have it as “My kingdom is not of this world.” But that 

would mean Jesus’ kingdom has little or nothing to do with this world. What Jesus 

proclaims to Pilate is that his kingdom has everything to do with the here and now. 

That’s the good news we find in the midst of panic and pandemic, disease and death, 

shelters-in-place and schedule changes. Jesus is concerned about our world – the world 

God so loved the world that he sent Jesus into (John 3:16). Jesus is concerned about 

you and me. 

What John wants us to see this week is that Jesus’ kingdom is not about amassing 

additional amounts of control. Jesus kingdom is not about his ultimate rule over and 

above others. Jesus’ kingdom is about relationship.ii That’s the truth. Let’s make it true 

in our lives as well. 
 
 

i Lewis, Karoline. “Kings of Relationship” in Working Preacher. November 15, 2015. 
http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=3728 
ii Lose, David L. “Not of this World” on …In the Meantime. November 16, 2015. http://www.davidlose.net/2015/11/christ-the-king-b-
not-of-this-world/   

                                                 


