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9As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.’ 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ 
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 
neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not 
the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, 
‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking 
him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made 
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and 
washed and received my sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not 
know.’ 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is 
a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind 
man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a 
prophet.’  

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20His parents answered, 
‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it 
is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.’ 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 
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26They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27He answered 
them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ 28Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You 
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here 
is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.  

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?* Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 
is he.’ 38He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I came into this 
world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 
become blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we 
are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.  

 
 

“Oh wow! In your life have you ever seen anything like that?” Those were Vern Lundquist’s 

famous words when Tiger Woods made a miraculous chip on the 16th hole of the 2005 

Masters Tournament. 

“The Giants win the pennant! The Giants win the pennant! The Giants win the pennant!” Those 

were the iconic words of Russ Hodges after Bobby Thomson’s home run gave the New 

York Giants the victory over the Los Angeles Dodgers in the 1951 National League Playoff. 

That “shot heard ‘round the world” capped the miraculous comeback for a team that had 

started slow but went 50-12 over the last 62 games of the season. 

But the most famous call made by a sports commentator came when the United States 

defeated Russia in hockey in the 1980 Olympics. As the final seconds ticked away, Al 

Michaels proclaimed, “Do you believe in miracles? Yes!” As a result, this game became known as 

the miracle on ice. 

We are used to thinking about miracles when it comes to sports. There’s the Immaculate 

Reception. There’s Doug Flutie’s Hail Mary pass to lead Boston College past Miami. There’s 

little Johnny Manziel defeating mighty Alabama. In each of these “miracles,” the improbable 

happened. And because we believe the improbable can happen again, we believe the 
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Cowboys will be Super Bowl Champions again, the Rangers will win the World Series, and 

the Aggies will win the National Championship. We believe… 

However, we are a little more skeptical about miracles of faith. Perhaps this is why… 

 

<clip from Leap of Faith (Paramount Pictures, 1992)> 

 

Some of you may remember that wonderful movie from 1992 – Leap of Faith. And some 

of you may remember that it was filmed a few hours west of us in the Texas towns of 

Groom, Claude, Tulia, and Plainview. In fact, for many years, Plainview’s water tower bore 

the town mascot of the fictional town of Rustwater, Kansas. 

For those of you who haven’t seen the film…or maybe weren’t even born when it came 

out...Leap of Faith centers on Jonas Nightengale, a faith healer played by Steve Martin. Jonas 

makes a living traveling across America holding tent revival meetings and conducting 

purported “miracles.” However, when one of their trucks breaks down in Rustwater, Jonas 

decides to hold revival meetings in an effort to cut some of their losses while the truck is 

being repaired. And as you saw on the clip, they employ a few con-artist tricks to pull off the 

miracles that seem to occur with Jonas’ energetic pleadings. 

Certainly, as the film demonstrates, there are con artists in the religious arena. But, in the 

modern so-called scientific world, the treatment of miracles has become problematic. That’s 

because we want to explain away the miraculous in favor of a more rationalistic explanation 

– one that seems more logical. 

That was true for Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson used a razor and scissors to carefully cut 

out small squares of text from his Bible. Assembling his selected clippings into his own New 

Testament, his Bible focused on Jesus, but on none of his mystical works. It didn’t include 

major scenes like the resurrection or ascension to heaven, or miracles like turning water into 

wine or walking on water. Instead, Jefferson’s Bible focused on Jesus as a man of morals, a 

teacher whose truths were expressed without the help of miracles or the supernatural powers 

of God.i 
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Most of us would be appalled by a bible edited to fit our worldview. Yet, we are 

sometimes guilty of doing the same thing – of explaining away – of rationalizing – miracles. 

In a workshop at Harvard in the late 1990s, L. Michael White described one way in which 

this happens. Taking the well-known story of the multiplication of the fishes and loaves, 

White mimicked the typical approach to miracles: 

“Jesus didn’t really multiply the loaves and fishes.  We all know that.  It doesn’t really happen that way.  

Miracles don’t work that way.  What happened?  Well, Jesus got this little boy to give up his food, and 

that provided such a miraculous example of ethics to everyone else that everybody then really pulled out of 

their cloaks the little stash of food they had brought with them.  And when they had pulled it all out, 

there was enough to feed everybody.” 

White then notes what happens in that rationalization. “What’s happening in that 

reinterpretation of the story is, you do away with the miraculous, and in its place you put 

morality. It’s the morality that becomes the miracle, becomes transformative.” In contrast, 

White suggests that “we have to take the miracles seriously, on the grounds that we take a lot 

of the other aspects of [our faith] tradition seriously. The people of the ancient world 

literally, seriously believed that miracles happened. And, we have to put ourselves in their 

mindset of thinking, and then look at how those stories are working, with their belief at the 

forefront of the discussion. [We can’t] start by simply saying, ‘Miracles don’t happen.’”ii 

That’s what we have to do with our scripture this morning as well. The story recounted in 

John 9 is introduced in John 8:12 when Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” Just as the miraculous 

feeding of thousands with loaves and fishes had illustrated that Jesus is the bread of life, so 

now comes the sign that he is the light – a sign that takes only two verses to describe but 

more than 30 verses to cross-examine. 

A few moments ago, you heard us read all of John 9. In those 41 verses are seven 

different scenes. 

The first scene opens with Jesus walking along, presumably through Jerusalem. There, in 

the midst of this stroll with his disciples, they come across a man blind from birth. The 
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curious disciples thought this would be a good time to get Jesus’ take on the Law. And so 

they asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind.” You 

should know, this question expressed a bigotry of that time. Those who had any sort of 

defect, any sort of disability, those who were in any way differently abled – they were not 

welcomed in religious life. 

But Jesus refused to accept the false dilemma presented by his followers: Do you pick (a) 

this man is blind because of his own sin, or (b) this man is blind because of his parents’ sin? 

If this were a multiple-choice test, then Jesus did the equivalent of scribbling a third option 

in the margin and circling it: (c) “Neither this man nor his parents sinned.” Then he offers 

another choice (d): “He was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.”iii 

Then the second scene of John 9 finds Jesus spitting on the ground, making mud with his 

saliva, and spreading it on the man’s eyes. From our vantage point 2,000 years later, we 

would say “gross!” But, there are two realities at play here – things the first century world 

would recognize that we might not. The first is the ancient world’s understanding of dirt. 

Dirt was not just soil on the ground. It was a category for things that were polluted or taboo. 

It’s where the idea of a dirty mind or a dirty heart come from.iv But dirt was also thought to 

be “matter out of place.” Just as the creation story of Genesis 1 tells us that all humanity 

came from the dust of the earth, so, too, did this blind man. It just so happens that some of 

his “matter was out of place.” He was blind. And so, when Jesus spread some mud over his 

eyes, the right matter was put in the right place. Jesus gave him what was missing. 

The other thing that we might miss from the year 2020 looking backwards is the way the 

ancient Israelites, Judeans, and Christians understood the physical body. Their biblical 

understanding of the human body divided it into three zones. Zone One was the heart and 

eyes. They believed that humans thought in their heart with information provided by their 

eyes. Zone Two was the mouth and ears. Similar to Zone One, they believed information 

was gathered through the ears for digestion and response to through the mouth. Finally, 

Zone Three were the hands and feet, which primarily involved behavior. The importance of 

these zones was apparent in the early instructions to deacons that addressed all three zones: 
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Believe what you read (eyes/heart); Preach what you believe (mouth/ears); Practice what you 

preach (hands/feet).v 

Based on this understanding, the restoration of sight to the blind man was all about 

belief. And what takes place from that point forward is a story of belief. 

After washing in Siloam which means “sent,” the third scene captures the formerly blind 

man’s return home. Just by visual observation, his neighbors knew something was different 

about him. But they couldn’t believe that this was the same man who had been a beggar just 

a few days before. 

So they take him to the Pharisees – scene four. After the man told his story, the Pharisees 

didn’t believe it. They immediately began to discount what Jesus had done by suggesting that 

he had broken the law, doing one of the 39 categories of work that are forbidden on the 

Sabbath. For right up there with no sowing, plowing, reaping, gathering, shearing, spinning, 

trapping, killing, writing, erasing, and the like was the prohibition on kneading. When Jesus 

made mud, he kneaded together spit and dirt. He made an amalgamation – a clear violation 

of the law. 

The fifth scene finds the Pharisees on a fact-finding mission. They went to the formerly 

blind man’s parents to verify that he had really been blind from birth. They didn’t believe 

that he could have gained sight. And while the man’s parents were willing to admit that he 

had been blind from birth, they did not want to get involved in the belief about how. 

So the Pharisees went back to man for a second round of interrogation – the sixth scene. 

They said to him, “Give glory to God!” which was the equivalent of “swear to tell the truth, 

the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God.” The Pharisees then peppered 

the man with questions about Jesus – about what he did and about how he did it. And once 

the man started teaching them about God, they dismissed him. They threw him out. They 

excommunicated him from the synagogue. 

This miracle story in John 9 is all about sight, particularly, seeing as a metaphor for 

believing. Words for blindness, sight, seeing, and so forth crop up 24 times in this 41-verse 
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story.vi And what John foreshadows for us in this chapter is what it looks like to believe in 

the miracle of grace. 

This miracle results from pure grace. The blind man did not beg for sight. He did not 

come to Jesus for help. He did not express faith in Jesus’ ability to give vision. Rather, Jesus 

saw him and healed him. The man was totally passive. There was nothing he said or did to 

get his sight. Moreover, the grace of God is demonstrated when the healed man was 

excommunicated. Again, Jesus came to him and found him – that’s the seventh and final 

scene. There he revealed to him that he was the Messiah. This resulted in faith and worship 

of Jesus as the Son of God.  It was an example of “amazing grace.”vii 

But don’t overlook the fact that the formerly blind man wasn’t content to just be a 

recipient of grace. The story didn’t end with him coming out of the waters of Siloam with 

the gracious ability to see. Instead, he became a witness to that grace. One whose witness 

became greater each time he told his story. 

By telling his story over and over again in this text, the blind man doesn’t seem to convert 

anyone. But, he learns much about his faith through his witness to the doubting questioners. 

When he first talks to the Pharisees, he says that “a man named Jesus” healed him (v. 11). 

Later he calls him “a prophet” (v. 17). Finally he realizes that Jesus cannot be a sinner (v. 31) 

and that he has come from God (v. 33). Then Jesus takes him another step by helping him 

understand and confess that Jesus is the Son of God, whom he then worships (vs. 35-38). 

Again, the miracle of grace was not the thousands converted by his witness. The miracle 

came in the way one was converted. How one who had been in darkness had seen the light. 

Lutheran pastor Brian Stoffregan thinks this is the real benefit of the “missions” that 

Mormon youth go on, or the “door-knocking evangelism” of the Jehovah Witnesses. 

Stoffregan believes it is the growth of understanding and commitment it causes in their 

witness that makes a difference in their own faith journey – regardless of the effect it may 

have on anyone else.viii 

Michael White would agree. In that Harvard workshop on miracles, he told the gathered 

audience: “The point is that the [miracle] story is more than just the expectation that it could 
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happen, or that it did happen. It’s a statement about their belief in the person who they say 

made it happen. In other words, the stories are more about the presentation of theology and 

belief than they are about worrying about reality or non-reality of miracles.”ix 

That’s the challenge we are left with one week removed from Easter. Last week, we 

recognized that in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, each of us became recipients of 

grace. We received something we may not have even realized we needed…at first. But as 

we’ve come to know that grace – as we’ve come to believe more fully in the one who made 

that grace possible – the natural response is not just to be content in that knowledge, but to 

be a witness to it. Jesus’ call to “work the works” of God is a call to believe. And it’s a call to 

share that belief with the rest of the world. 

Do you believe in miracles? Or said more plainly…Do you believe in Jesus? Who needs 

to know it? 
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