
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday – April 5, 2020 

THE GATHERING 
Prelude Debbie Watson 

Welcome Dr. Mark Bender 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest! 

Call to Worship  
Reader 1: We come to prepare for the holiest of weeks. 
Reader 2: We will journey through praise, with joy on our lips; 

will travel through betrayal and death, 
cradling hope deep in our hearts. 

Reader 1: Jesus leads us through this week, and we will follow, 
for he is the life we long for, 
he is the Word who sustains us. 

Reader 2: We wave palm branches in anticipation, 
we lay our love before him, to cushion his walk. 

Reader 1: Setting aside all power, glory, and might, he comes: 
modeling humility and obedience for all of us. 

Reader 2: Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Blessed is the One who brings us the kingdom of God. 

Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies 

Opening Hymn Tell Me the Stories of Jesus — vs. 1 & 3 No. 190 
Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; things I would ask him to tell me if he were here: 
scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 
Into the city I’d follow the children’s band, waving a branch of the palm tree high in my hand; one 
of his heralds, yes, I would sing loudest hosannas, “Jesus is King!” 

Opening Prayer Claire Baer 

THE PROCLAMATION 
Scripture Reading  John 18:28-40 Rev. Josh deSteiguer 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer Rev. Josh deSteiguer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
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Sermon Trying Times Dr. Mark Bender 

THE RESPONSE 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table Rev. Josh deSteiguer 

Prayer of Confession  
Merciful God, when the parade is over, do we pick up our lives, brush them off, and live in 
the old way? Do we toss our palm branches aside, so we can grasp again the seductions of 
the world? As we begin the journey through the holiest of weeks, we truthfully confess that 
our wills are as rebellious as Jerusalem's, our faith is often more show than substance, our 
hearts are in need of cleansing. 

Have mercy on us, Son of David, Savior of our lives. Help us to lay at your feet all that we 
have and all that we are, trusting you to forgive what is sinful, to heal what is broken, to 
welcome our praises, and to receive us as your own.  Amen 

Words of Assurance  
Laying aside judgment, God offers us redemption;  
setting aside anger, God embraces us with love;  
letting go of grief, God pours living water upon us.  
This is the good news, my friends:  
God's steadfast love endures forever. 
Hosanna! Hosanna!  
Blessed is the One who brings us the kingdom of God! 

Words of Institution 

Prayers for the Bread & Cup Jeanette Showalter and Claire Baer 

Distribution of the Loaf and Cup 

All believers are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper.  
I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 

THE SENDING 
Sent from the Table Dr. Mark Bender 

Closing Hymn When I Survey the Wondrous Cross – vs. 1 & 4 No. 195 
When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,  
my riches gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;  
love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Benediction Claire Baer 

Postlude Debbie Watson 


