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12Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless 
those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed.’ 

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5Abram took his wife Sarai and his 
brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons 
whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When 
they had come to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the 
LORD appeared to Abram, and said, ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ So he built 
there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved on to the 
hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on 
the east; and there he built an altar to the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. 9And 
Abram journeyed on by stages towards the Negeb.  
 
 

This is a big sports week. Certainly, there’s the Super Bowl this afternoon. But 

Wednesday may be even more consequential for some athletes. This Wednesday is 

National Signing Day. After receiving numerous offers, National Signing Day is the day 

each year in which high school athletes sign on the dotted line, accepting a scholarship 

offer to play for one particular school. This year, I am watching National Signing Day 

with interest as some of Abby’s classmates have received offers and will be making their 

choices public this week. Like every recruit, they have been told their athletic ability will 

lead to a promising future. It will be fun to see where they will play next. And, of course, 

I have to watch National Signing Day with my maroon-colored glasses on. I want to 
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make sure that at the end of the day, A&M has out-recruited that school in Austin, 

particularly in football. National Signing Day renews our hope that this might be our year! 

Following the Super Bowl today, the same reality unfolds for 31 others teams. This 

might be our year. And the first step towards that is the next big NFL event - the Draft. 

Each Spring, all 32 NFL teams select new players from the best of the college ranks. If 

you have ever watched the Draft, you have seen footage of these football players “getting 

the call.” Just before their name is announced from the podium, they get a call from a 

team representative, welcoming them to their team. When a player is drafted to play for 

the Dallas Cowboys, that person is Jerry Jones. Jerry will get the player on the phone and 

say, in his Arkansas drawl, something like “We just picked you. You’re a Dallas Cowboy” 

or “It’s great to be talking to a Dallas Cowboy. Congratulations!” But regardless of which 

team calls, it is always amazing to watch these big, tough football players get emotional as 

they receive this call, knowing they now have a future destination. 

There’s a big difference between National Signing Day and the NFL Draft. On 

National Signing Day, the player declares where he is going. At the Draft, the team 

declares where the athlete is going. While a player might like to play for the Pittsburgh 

Steelers or the Dallas Cowboys or their hometown team, someone is going to end up in 

Cleveland. That’s the way the Draft works. 

In some ways, this difference is how it works in our spiritual lives. When God calls, we 

want it to be like National Signing Day. We want to control where we will go. In reality, 

it’s more like the Draft. It’s more like getting a call saying you’ve got a new job and a new 

home and a new future. 

This morning, we start a new worship series titled Call Me Maybe? It’s a takeoff on the 

2011 earworm song by Carly Rae Jepsen. But for the next four weeks, the subject of this 

series isn’t love at first sight and the response to that – Call me maybe? It’s about what to 

do when God calls. “Call me…maybe?” reflects the coy response we sometimes make 

when God calls. We want to say “yes!” to what God asks of us, but our response is often 
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less certain, and is made without a lot of confidence. And so, during the month of 

February, we will look at four different call stories from the Bible to see how people of 

faith have responded to God’s call throughout the scope of history. 

This February worship series sits within a broader plan. This year here at First 

Christian Church, our 2020 focus is on the Bible. And to help us understand the structure 

of the Bible, we’ve been using the E-100 as a guide. The E-100 are the essential 100 

stories of the Bible – stories that provide a skeleton for the biblical narrative. Our 

scripture lesson this morning is one of those critical E-100 texts. The call God made to 

Abram (for convenience, we’ll refer to him by his later name – Abraham) is critical to 

understanding the rest of the Bible – not just the Old Testament, but the entire Bible – 

both Old Testament and New Testament. 

As you heard a few moments ago, God’s call to Abraham came with five promises, 

presented in the first person. God said: “I will make of you a great nation, I will bless you, 

I will magnify your name, I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse those who 

curse you.” God makes some big promises to Abraham. But, these amazing promises that 

came to Abraham did not come out of the blue. There is a context for these promises. 

Before we can understand the importance of this text to the rest of the Bible, we have to 

fill in the gaps of the story between Eden and Abraham. 

As you know, Genesis is a book of beginnings, and the first 11 chapters of Genesis 

witness to the beginnings of God’s activity in the life of the world. Chapters 1 and 2 tell 

of God creating the world and everything in it, and declaring it to be good. Chapter 2 

ends with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden living, not just their best life, but the 

best life imaginable for any human. Then sin enters the picture. In chapter 3, in the midst 

of the curse that has now fallen upon God’s wayward creatures, God makes a promise 

that the serpent – who has deceived the woman and who represents Satan – will be 

destroyed in the end. Not only that, but the one who will deliver this decisive, destructive 

blow will be a descendant of the woman, one of her offspring. With this brief, cryptic 
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pronouncement, the stage has been set and the search is on throughout the remainder of 

the Old Testament to discover who this very special offspring will be.i 

In between Eden and Abraham, we come across some characters that, in one way or 

another, disqualify themselves as that special offspring. Adam and Eve’s own sons, Cain 

and Abel, become an example of brothers who can’t get along, leading to one of history’s 

darkest crimes. In the generations that followed Cain, we find people whose wayward 

living became so great that God decides life can’t go on like this anymore. That’s when 

Noah arrives on the scene. The flood came, but Noah, a righteous man, is chosen to 

survive. Yet just when we think Noah is an example to be followed, he builds a vineyard, 

enjoys the “fruits” of his labors too much, and disgraces his family name. 

There was a pattern throughout these early stories of Genesis. When Adam sinned, 

God still allowed him to live and clothed him to cover his shame. After Cain’s sin, God 

put a sign upon him to protect him. After the flood, God promised Noah that he would 

never destroy humankind again by such a great catastrophe, and God gave a rainbow in 

the clouds as a sign of God’s promise. Throughout the first 10 chapters of Genesis, 

God’s mercy had always followed man’s sin.ii But, then comes the Tower of Babel in 

Chapter 11. You know the story…some of the people decided to build a city. The 

centerpiece of this city would be a tower that rose all the way to the heavens. Through 

their construction, the Babelites attempted to make a name for themselves by their own 

initiative. 

It was after the sin of the tower of Babel that God decided it was time for a new 

strategy – a new way of doing things. That new method? God calling one man to be the 

channel of his saving grace to the world…God’s redemptive purpose for the world had 

now become focused on a specific person. 

Old Testament Professor Terence Fretheim calls our scripture lesson from Genesis 12 

a fulcrum text. It’s the text that moves the lever from the primeval history of Genesis 1-

11 to the patriarchal history of the remainder of the Old Testament. Calling it a fulcrum 
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accurately suggests that things have moved from A to B – from one way of being to 

another. 

But I like the way John Holbert, the former Homiletics Professor at SMU’s Perkins 

School of Theology, describes it. Holbert calls our text from Genesis Chapter 12 the 

lynchpin of the Bible. In the sermon notes section of your bulletin is a picture of a lynchpin. 

It is the peg that keeps the wheels from flying off the axles. And, here, just 12 chapters 

into Bible, there is a need for a lynchpin. Instead of letting the world spin out of control, 

chapter 12 is where God initiates a new attempt to reconstitute the world of shalom that 

he had in mind in the first place.iii If punishment didn’t knock people out of their same 

old sinful patterns, maybe a relationship would. 

All of us have had to change strategies at some point in our lives. The fact is, 

something didn’t go as we had planned. Perhaps at work, the first version of that new 

product launch didn’t do all it was supposed to so version two is already in the works. Or 

perhaps at home, the strategy for paying off that credit card changed when the car needed 

repair. 

A change in strategy is a natural reaction when things don’t go quite as planned. And, 

God’s call to Abraham in the first verse of Chapter 12 is the launching point of God’s 

new strategy. God called to Abraham and told him to leave his family and the land he was 

living in and go to a new place God would show him. God then promised to make of 

Abraham a great nation, to make his name great, and to bless him. And the story records 

that Abraham did as he was told and left home, journeying into the Promised Land. 

If one only reads these verses from Genesis 12 and not the verses that surround it, 

there is a tendency to make an example out of Abraham. If we ignore the verses that 

follow our scripture lesson, we might think Abraham is a perfect example of righteous 

living. And if we fail to look at the verses before Chapter 12 and the accounts of this 

story that follow throughout the biblical narrative, we might think God’s call to Abraham 

forced him to leave what was completely comfortable. 
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In reality, Abraham was used to moving. He lived a rather nomadic life and at age 75, 

he had “a lot of miles of him.” Picking up his tent and moving to another location was 

not something foreign to him. In fact, there is reason to think that God’s call to Abraham 

in our text spurs him to complete a journey already underway. Some translations of the 

Hebrew text of Chapter 12 suggest that Abraham had gotten “stuck” in Haran. Abraham 

and his family made the move from Ur to Haran, but had never made it all the way to 

Canaan. 

But whether it was in Ur or Haran where God called Abraham, the question is: what 

was there to keep him in Haran? Just what was he leaving behind when he answered 

God’s call to travel to a new country? His father had died, he was in a land he had no real 

attachment to, he had no children, no heirs. His was a family destined for extinction. 

Abraham was at the end of his rope. And some of you can relate to this feeling. 

The good news is that when God spoke a powerful and promising word into a barren 

family, he also spoke a word to a barren and conflicted world of humanity. Abraham was 

a man whose faith was meager; real, but meager. Yet, even if what lay ahead was 

unknown, was what to be left behind was clear. In was in this juxtaposition that God 

provided for Abraham. As Robert Elder puts it, God provided for Abraham “not only 

the choice to follow the path of faith which leads to life, but did so in circumstances that 

made this particular gift glitter all the brighter like a sunny, sandy island of promise 

standing in a dark and treacherous sea of hopelessness.”iv 

So, Abraham stepped out in faith towards the promises God had made – promises to 

make from Abraham a great nation; a great name; and a blessed people. And “just when 

humanity had realized in one tragic event after another – disobedience in the garden, 

murder of Abel by his brother Cain, the Great Flood, the confusion at the Tower of 

Babel – that it had no power to invent a future, a future was given through a man who 

showed no sign of promise.”v God offered to bless Abraham with a view to the whole 

human family. This wasn’t a private arrangement made with Abraham alone, but the very 
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foundation of the plan by which God was going to restore the damage done by the fall in 

Genesis chapter 3, and to restore us to the shalom of Genesis chapters 1 and 2. By 

making promises and being faithful to these promises, God had now committed to a 

future with the one who has faithfully responded.vi God’s plan of redemption for the 

entire world is now brought into focus through this family. 

Living with the promise gave Abraham a new identity. Just as numerous athletes will 

take on new identities this week as MSU Mustangs or Texas Aggies or Akron Zips, 

Abraham now had a particular identity. He was now the one who had responded in trust 

and obedience. 

What Genesis 12 does for you and for me is teach us again our identity as the people 

of Abraham. Through its retelling of the past, we don’t necessarily find patterns for moral 

behavior, but we can understand who we are as the people who have inherited these 

commands and promises; people who have ventured down similar paths. It’s in texts like 

this that we can come to know who we are, and what shape the life of faith ought to take 

in the world.vii 

Lewis Smedes, the former Professor Emeritus of Theology and Ethics at Fuller drove 

this point home clearly. “What really matters is not whether Abraham is good or bad or 

cowardly or heroic, but that God pursues God’s design for the welfare of the human 

family with people like that – in other words, people like us.”viii 

For people like us, we know of God’s care not as a misty promise of land and 

descendents but as the saving love expressed in a savior, Jesus, who came to us – like 

God’s promise came to Abraham – apart from our deserving, in spite of our non-

deserving.ix  That’s what we remind ourselves of every week when we gather at the table 

to break bread and bless the cup. 

Abraham’s story is our story. It’s not hard to see in one’s mind the plan God had for 

Abraham and his descendents. Just as he lived with the promise as promise so must we 

allow it to shape our lives and thought. The good news is that the shape of the future is 
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determined, not simply by the one who speaks the promise – the one who calls - but by 

the way we respond to it. We are not just passive receivers of a divinely-shaped drama – 

we don’t just get the Bible as a history book - but we are people who live with the 

promise that propels us into the future. It may seem that we are on a journey without a 

map, but like Abraham, we can be assured that even if we are stuck – even with trouble in 

this life and world, the future holds promise for goodness and well-being. And it’s a 

promising future. 
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