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13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?’ 15But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as 
he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven 
said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

4Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 
fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter 
came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.’ 4But he answered, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’  
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will 
command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that 
you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ 7Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do 
not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’  
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendour; 9and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will 
fall down and worship me.’ 10Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’ 11Then the devil left him, and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 
 

It was the fall of 2012 I was 22 and life for me seemed to be about as good as 

it could get. After four years of (partially) studying diligently, I had graduated from 

TCU with my degree in education. I was working part time as a youth director at a 

wonderful church. I was student teaching for a semester at Aledo ISD in order to 

get a teaching certificate. This had opened doors to employment opportunities 

offered to me for the following semester if I wanted them. Also I was looking 

forward to enrolling in Brite Divinity School and exploring my call to ministry more 

fully. Last but not least, I was living with three of my very best friends who also 
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were going into Brite and every day was an absolute blast, if anything probably too 

much fun. Yes, I know it’s hard to imagine me as anything less than a pillar of 

maturity and responsibility (that was a joke) but so it was, yes my post college 

“real adult life” was off to a great start. Yet little did I know that I was about to 

enter a time of trial that I was utterly unprepared for. 

One of my roommates and I were returning home from a property we were 

hunting in East Texas. It was raining hard and my friend was driving a little too fast 

when he lost control of the vehicle and we wrecked the car. As the vehicle came to 

a stop we felt fortunate that we were alive, but then we began to take stock of the 

damage. A few bumps and bruises, a completely totaled Nissan Altima, and my 

right arm being very badly broken in two places. That night was a blur of 

ambulance rides to two different hospitals, doctors, x-rays, pain, and fear. After all 

was said and done I would have to have some fairly major surgery to put my arm 

back together. With the help of two steel rods, and fourteen pins and screws that I 

will carry with me for life, I was on my way to recovery. 

I was given the news while looking at the x-rays of my arm, which looked like 

a jigsaw puzzle held together with deck screws, that recovery was not certain. The 

amount of use and strength that I would regain in my arm was not just a matter of 

when but if? That was hard news for a twenty two year old who thought of himself 

as indestructible, but still I was optimistic. Then the really difficult news came. I 

learned that I would have to make up the time lost in student teaching which 

would delay my entry to seminary by a semester, my parents too were saddened 

by this as it would delay any hopes for me working my way off of their payroll, and 

I was crushed. Just when things seemed to be off to such a great start, I found 
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myself in a time of trial and uncertainty I felt like everything I dreamed of was at 

risk and even under attack. It seemed a time that looked so promising, so blessed, 

was off to a pretty rough start. 

I was reminded of that time period in my life when looking at our scripture 

for today. Jesus, in terms of His earthly work is just venturing out into His calling. 

We don’t get much info about Jesus before this point in Matthew’s Gospel. In 

Chapter two, a young Jesus returns from Egypt to Galilee where he would grow up. 

At this point all we have in Matthew that proclaims who Jesus is and what He will 

do, are the stories surrounding His birth. At this point those precious 

proclamations of Immanuel and prophesies fulfilled are three decades past. The 

story of the baptism though, picks up where the birth and epiphany stories leave 

off. It is in its own way a revealing of Jesus identity as the Son of God. Here we see 

John the Baptist acknowledge Jesus with great reverence and humility. John who is 

a local phenomenon of a preacher, leading many to repentance and the waters of 

baptism. John, who is calling out the elite of his day and giving a lot of heartburn 

to the Pharisees, is hesitant and initially unwilling to baptize Jesus because he feels 

unworthy, stating that it is he who should be baptized. Then when Jesus immerges 

from the water we see what is in my estimation one of the most holy moments in 

all of scripture. There is no other instance I can bring to mind, where the entire 

Trinity is as visible as this one instant. Jesus in the river, The Father proclaiming 

from heaven, all while the Holy Spirit comes down. I’m sure that for any of us who 

can remember out own baptism that it was a special day in your life, a day unlike 

any other. However I’m also certain that none of us have a baptism story that is 

anywhere close to that of our Lord. Jesus immerges from the water with the Holy 
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Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on Him. As Christians we pray for God’s 

spirit to be with us and in us, but here it is so tangible that others can see it 

descend from heaven and rest on Jesus. Then God’s voice is heard by all gathered 

at the river claiming Jesus as God’s own. “This is My Son, the beloved, with whom I 

am well pleased.” We all long to hear the words well done my good and faithful 

servant when we stand before the throne but, here, God is audibly in the presence 

of others proclaiming God’s love and affirmation of Jesus. To claim that Jesus 

ministry is off to a good start might be the understatement of a lifetime. 

Jesus, doesn’t get to bask in the glory of his baptism for long though. As soon 

as he walks away from the Jordan, here comes the temptation, the trial, and the 

struggle. Immediately without preparation or warning we see Jesus nearly wet 

behind the ears from His baptism, come face to face with the sum of all fears, 

Satan himself. And the tempter, well, he is pulling out all the stops, fighting dirty, 

and punching below the belt. When Jesus is weakened by 40 days of hunger he 

tempts Him with bread. When he is miles from nowhere he tempts him to try to 

force God’s hand into rescuing him. When He is alone and isolated from support 

he tempts him with all of the worldly power and goods that one could ever desire. 

These are low blows at a vulnerable and seemingly untested Jesus. 

 The good news though, for Jesus and for those whom He redeemed is that 

He made it through that test with flying colors and in doing so showed us how we 

also can succeed when we are met with an unexpected trial. As the gospel always 

is, this story is full of teachable moments for us the church, and for us as 

individuals following in our Savior’s footsteps. The first of these is that trials will 

happen. The second is that trials do not mean mean God is far from us or that we 
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have wandered away from God. That first point is one that in our heads we know 

to be true, the world is full of trials and temptations. However, many of us seek 

Christ and come to our faith, or return to it, hoping that following Christ will 

somehow make our problems go away. That walking with the Lord will somehow 

remove our temptation and our struggles. Such an introspection of our own 

motives may be hard to hear but, I think valid none the less. We live in a world 

where many preachers’ sermons sound like they could come out of the self-help 

section of Barnes and Noble promising what we want to hear about Jesus taking 

our struggles and trials away. In truth though, sisters and brothers an easy life is 

not a promise found in any gospel we have read. Jesus didn’t go from baptism to 

blessings, he went from the water to the wilderness, and sometimes so will we. 

Also, He didn’t get there by any fault of His own. He didn’t come from the Jordan 

wanting to go backpacking through the wilderness to find his own way. He didn’t 

arise from the water with so much confidence that He decided to go hunt for the 

devil and give him a what for. Rather the word says He was led by the Spirit. It 

written almost as if Jesus didn’t know what lay ahead, and as He really was fully 

human He may well have not known. He was led by the Spirit, and going where it 

led He ran into trouble, and so will we. 

When you and I live a life led by the spirit we too will be called into seasons 

of wilderness, outside of our comfort zones, and into unfamiliar situations, we too 

will face trials. The same holds true for us as a church who are called and are 

seeking to shepherd every person in the abundant peace of Christ. I truly believe 

that shepherding is an apt name for what we are doing, for shepherding did not 

happen in comfortable places then, and neither does it now. We the church, are 
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called into the wilderness around us of a hurting world in need of the peace we 

offer. Therefore, we as the church can expect to face trials and hardship when we 

go where the Spirit leads us. We can expect to be tempted to give up, tempted to 

doubt our calling and our mission. Fortunately Jesus shows us the way to thrive in 

the face of trials. Each time he is tempted what are the first words out of His 

mouth? It is written. The second time…again it is written! The third time: away 

with you Satan for it is written! When Jesus faced His trials and temptation he 

responded with the truth of God’s word. The important thing about this is not so 

much that he was familiar with scripture, but that he had prepared, He had laid 

Himself such a foundation before He entered into the wilderness that it came off 

the tip of his tongue. Likewise, and most importantly, He was able to apply the 

Word to His situation in order to stand strong in the face of adversity. He shows us 

the importance of knowing God’s word and growing in your faith before you go 

into the wilderness; before the hard times get here. This is teaching and 

convicting. Like so many others I am quick to turn to my faith, to scripture, to 

prayer, when the trial or temptation looms large. On the other hand though, when 

times are good and I feel like I have things under control, it’s all too easy to put 

growing my faith and my relationship with God on the back burner. If we want to 

make it through the trials we face, then we have to lay for ourselves a foundation 

of scripture of relationship with God in prayer and in community, and that requires 

constant attention and constant growth. While Jesus leaning into his foundation to 

find strength shows us that each of us has some work to do, this is a word of hope 

to us as a church. One of our core pieces of our identity our very DNA is that FCC is 

firm in our foundation. In God’s word, in service, in community, and we can go 
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confidently wherever the spirit leads us knowing that we too can draw strength 

from this foundation that will overcome any trials we face. 

Finally, Jesus shows us that the trials and temptations that we face though, 

long and hard they may be, are never final. Jesus encounters a rough start to His 

work there hungry, alone, and tempted in the wilderness, but he walks out 

victorious. The very next thing we see in Matthew’s gospel is Jesus recruiting 

disciples, teaching, and healing. If anything Jesus immerged from His time of trial 

strengthened and more confident for His work ready to go show the world that 

the Kingdom of God was at hand. It’s true for us as well. We too can come out the 

other side of trials stronger and in a better place than we went in. 

I don’t know where this scripture about baptism and temptation finds you 

today. Maybe you are at a high point in life, full of confidence, feeling blessed as 

Jesus had to feel coming out of that river. If so, praise God! Rejoice in the good 

times at hand! But, also know that the highs don’t last forever, and that trials and 

temptation and adversity are pretty much a guarantee in this life. 

Also if times are good or even if you are just rocking along from day to day 

know that the time to lay the foundation that you will need in those wilderness 

times is now. Know the word of God, grow your faith, take up spiritual disciplines, 

cultivate youth relationship with Christ, and with other Christians. Tend to these 

things with urgency before the spirit leads you into the wilderness, into the line of 

fire, because it will. 

For somebody in here though, you may be encountering this scripture from 

the wilderness. Maybe for you the storm is raging, and the tempter is all up in your 

face. If that is how you come meet the scripture this morning, take hope, and take 
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heart. God is not far from you, you did not get here all on your own. You are also 

God’s beloved child. The wilderness you are in does not have the final word. Jesus 

immerged from the wilderness to fulfill God’s calling in a new way, and you can, 

you will, as well. 

 So friends lets go where the spirit leads us, even into the wilderness of 

unfamiliar and uncomfortable places. And my prayer is that we will know God’s 

word, and grow our faith in such ways that like our Lord before us, we may 

immerge victorious and that we might point others to the source of that victory, 

Jesus Christ. 


