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7 The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. 8Above 
all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. 9Be hospitable to one another 
without complaining. 10Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each 
of you has received. 11Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do 
so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him 
belong the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
They are three of the most challenging words. Some assembly required. Three 

words known to cause sleepless nights, hours of frustration, and a seething curse 

declaring this object to now be the “bane of your existence.” 

In my case, it was the assembly of a swing set for Chelsea’s sixth birthday. It wasn’t 

anything super fancy, but it was loaded. It had two swings, a glider, a slide, and a 

corkscrew. However, I should have known that I was in trouble when I picked it up 

from Toys ‘r’ Us. The box for this 17 ft. long swing set was only 5 ft. x 3 ft. Somehow, 

everything was neatly packed inside. 

Early on the morning of her birthday, I began to assemble her swing set in our 

backyard. My goal was to have it done before the 10 kindergarteners arrived for 

Chelsea’s birthday party. For the most part, everything went well. Pretty soon it was 

taking shape and I was imagining the fun Chelsea would be having on the slide, on the 

corkscrew, and being pushed on the swings. With those pictures in my mind, I turned 

to the last page of the instructions, ready to put the finishing touches on this swing 

set…all with an hour to spare. But, as I flipped to step 16, I made a horrifying 

discovery. I had used the wrong screws back on step 2 – screws that would be needed 
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for the final step. I had no choice, I had to go back; to disassemble much of what I had 

done to retrieve the needed screws and make things right. 

Whether you are assembling a swing set, a cereal box toy, a kids bicycle, or 

completing the 87 steps necessary to construct a nightstand from IKEA, it turns out 

that you need to pay careful attention to the words used to describe the necessary 

assembly that are printed on the box. One furniture store in the Austin area provides 

this guide: 

 
In order to offer the lowest prices possible, and so that your furniture arrives damage-free, some 
of the items available from our online store will require some assembly. Please read below to see 
what the four assembly notations found on our product pages mean. 

Notation 1: No Assembly Required 
Generally "No Assembly Required" means that the product comes fully assembled in the box, 
but products with this notation may require very light assembly such as screwing in legs on a 
sofa or dresser, or installing drawer pulls that are left off for safety during transport.  

Notation 2: Minimal Assembly Required 
Items with a "Minimal" assembly notation typically require light assembly of a few parts, or in 
some cases, full assembly that is only a few easy steps. Minimal assembly would normally take 
less than five minutes to perform. 

Notation 3: Assembly Required 
Items denoted as assembly "Required" typically need more extensive assembly, often requiring 
the use of tools. These items may take the average customer anywhere from five minutes to an 
hour to assemble, depending on your experience. 

Notation 4: Full Assembly Required 
Products labeled with "Full Assembly Required" will be delivered flat-packed and will require 
complete assembly. An average customer with minimal furniture assembly experience can expect 
to spend 30 minutes or longer to assemble these pieces. Specialized tools (such as a cordless 
screwdriver), while not necessary, may be very helpful. If you need help during assembly, please 
give us a call. Our representatives have many years of experience building the products we offer 
for sale and will be happy to help. 
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Minimal assembly experience…specialized tools…average customer...30 minutes or 

longer… These are not words that describe something particularly joyful. After all, 

many of us would prefer a no-assembly-required experience in an assembly-required 

world. Yet, there is something to putting it all together – to using your hands and 

heads…and occasionally, your heart – to assemble something…especially when you 

are doing it for another. 

Today is a day in which we see this more clearly. Today is a day in which we 

recognize our full assembly as a church. On this All Saints Sunday, we acknowledge 

that we are one church in two locations - the church “triumphant” – the communion 

of the saints – and the church “militant” – those of us here on earth – those of us still 

in the struggle in this life. This is the day each year in which we intentionally point to 

that communion of saints - what the author of the New Testament book of Hebrews 

called the cloud of witnesses (12:1). In remembering our dearly departed from the last 

12 months, we also remember those who in every age and generation witnessed to 

their faith in life and in death. What we seen in them is a demonstration of God’s 

ongoing plans for salvation; plans revealed in the lives of ordinary-become-

extraordinary people.i And, we stand upon their shoulders today as we carry out the 

work Christ has called us to complete. 

As I read those names a moment ago, I thought… “I want to be like him…” “I 

want to be like her…” And, perhaps you did, too. So how do we go from being an 

ordinary witness of faith to an extraordinary witness of faith? How do we contribute to 

Christ’s ongoing work through the church? How do we build patterns into our life that 

enable others to see Christ in us? St. Peter actually gives us some much needed 

instructions for assembling a faithful life. 
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Step 1 of these instructions is a call to pay attention. When I was a foolish, out-of-

control young boy, my grandmother would occasionally tell me to “straighten up and 

fly right.” With a smart mouth, I often asked her how I was supposed to fly, but I 

knew exactly what she wanted me of me – get under control and do what I had been 

asked to do. I hear echoes to that in the first action verbs of our scripture lesson. 

In an effort to encourage the early church, Peter told them that the end of all things 

was near. Given that this nearness to Jesus Christ was close at hand, Peter makes a 

demand: be serious and discipline yourselves. Be serious and discipline yourself… Straighten 

up and fly right…there was an understood clarity in those words. The NIV translates 

verse 7 as: “be clear minded and self-controlled.” But William Barclay proposes that 

the translation that may be closest to what Peter intended is: “preserve one’s sanity.” 

After all, Barclay suggests, the great characteristic of sanity is that it sees things in 

proper proportions; what is important and what is not. When you are sane, you are not 

prone to either unbalanced fanaticism or indifference.ii 

And, perhaps that’s what Peter was driving towards. Only when we see the things 

we do today in the light of eternity do we see them in their proper proportions. If 

you’ve lived with a teenager, you know the challenge of this. They often make choices 

without the future in mind. They sacrifice sleep. They wait until the last minute to 

study. They make a big deal out of a small mistake. And, sometimes, as adults, we 

don’t do much better. That’s why we need to preserve our sanity. Only when we have 

clear minds can we recognize that the dishonesty and indiscretions of today have 

lasting impact into the future. Only when we take things seriously can we be aware of 

their real importance and their consequences in time. You have to get step one right or 

you’ll find yourself re-doing it. 

With this clear, Peter then provides the second step – the most important action 

verb; the key to a faithful life. Above all, he writes, maintain constant love. At first glance, 
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the word “maintain” makes us think it is something we can put on autopilot. But that’s 

far from the case. Again, the original language gives us a broader definition. The Greek 

word Peter uses for “maintain” is ektenēs, a word that is used to describe both 

consistency and the strenuous, sustained effort of an athlete.iii What Peter is describing 

when he tells the church to maintain constant love is ongoing and challenging. It will 

not be easy or undemanding. It means consistently and strenuously loving the 

unlovable person in your office. It means consistently and strenuously loving your 

teenager even when the love is not returned. It means consistently and strenuously 

stretching to love the person who has broken our hearts time-after-time. A love like 

this requires the stacking of one concrete act after another for the benefit of others – 

for people who can sometimes challenge us. 

The final four action verbs in our scripture lesson - give a description of what the 

maintaining constant love of step two looks like in community. Be hospitable. Serve one 

another. Speak the very words of God. Serve with God’s strength. This is the picture of 

community Peter envisions. It wasn’t a picture of individuals becoming hermits and 

withdrawing from the world – changing their address in order to find a place to be 

serious and disciplined. Instead, Peter’s desire was that their gifts and resources be 

used to maintain constant love in community. 

In Peter’s day, being hospitable meant opening your home for traveling missionaries 

and evangelists. It also meant opening your home for the services of the church. Since 

there was no such thing as a church building, the church relied on the hospitality of 

those with larger homes in order to worship together. 

Today, being hospitable is less about your personal home and more about your 

church home and using your resources to enable the church to do those things. And 

it’s also about having the right mindset. It’s about putting the priorities of those who 

are far from Christ ahead of our own and welcoming them without complaint. Let’s 
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not kid ourselves…that’s, perhaps, the greatest challenge of hospitality in an effort to 

maintain constant love through a community. It’s meeting the needs of people who 

don’t necessarily look like us or have the same needs as us with a consistent, strenuous 

love. This kind of love is challenging. It’s costly. It’s time-consuming. Yet, it’s also 

what Jesus did. Fortunately, we’ve been equipped to do life as Jesus intended. 

In verse 10 of our scripture lesson, Peter reminded you and me as the church that 

we have been given gifts by God. These are the gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit 

when we rose from the waters of our baptisms. Gifts like leadership and 

administration, teaching and speaking, wisdom and discernment, faithfulness and 

service, generosity and mercy. None of us has all of these gifts. But together, we have 

them in abundance. And these gifts, Peter says, are designed for strengthening the 

whole Christian community and not just for your own benefit. You weren’t given the 

gift of leadership solely to build your own business. You weren’t given the gift of 

speaking solely to work the for-profit lecture circuit. You weren’t given the gift of 

generosity solely to support worthy charities. You were given these gifts to strengthen 

the whole Christian community. That means you are a steward of it. And as a steward, 

you are responsible for the faithful use of these gifts. And, the right use of God’s gifts 

is for the sake of other people – in service to them. Here’s how to remember this: GSS 

– gifted stewards serve. 

GSS is a particularly important reality at FCC. The fact is, the local church is the 

place where we share the particular gifts God has given us. Peter’s final action verbs in 

our scripture this morning give two examples of how. He points out to the church that 

those with the gift of speaking speak the very words of God. This doesn’t mean we should 

only talk in scripture quotes to one another. It means that our gifts of speaking 

become God’s voice to one another. A voice of encouragement. A voice of correction. 
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A voice of love. Perhaps one of those saints we remembered earlier today did that for 

you… 

Likewise, Peter points out that God’s power and strength are manifested in the 

church through the service of Christians towards one another – in the ways we act on 

behalf of one another.iv And the fact is, we can do more together than we can do 

individually. We can do more for each other, we can do more for our church, we can 

do more for our community, when my gifts are working in harmony with your gifts 

and your gifts are working in harmony with mine. We serve one another through the 

giving of our gifts…and that puts God’s power on display for all to see. 

That’s why others are part of the formula for joyful giving. Here in this Out of the 

Box series, we are naming components that free us and enable us to give with joy. The 

word JOY is both an acronym (Jesus-others-you) and a formula. Jesus first, others 

second, and yourself last. And to get the full value of the O – the “others” part of the 

equation - GSS is required. To properly assemble the community, it will require that 

gifted stewards serve. 

The value of O goes up when you volunteer with our children and youth ministries, 

helping to lead these students to faith. The value of O goes up when you support our 

Common Ground Recovery Ministries, giving hope and skills to those attempting to rebuild 

their lives, to those seeking self control, to those seeking to be better parents for their 

children. The value of O goes up when you serve in worship, when you engage in 

intentional fellowship – caring for each other’s hurts and hopes – when you 

intentionally invest in the lives of others with an eye towards Christ. The value of O 

goes up when you provide a winter coat for an elementary student in the WFISD, 

when you provide a thanksgiving dinner for a family in our community, when you 

provide a meal for a college student through the Mustang Pantry, when you give to 

expand our ministry influence through our outreach partners. The value of O goes up 
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when you and I as First Christian Church use our property and financial resources to 

minister to the families of Children Come First and the Young Ages Preschool and to 

minister to the community with our classrooms, gym, and fields. When you and I raise 

the value of O, we multiply our effectiveness in serving others. We demonstrate the 

awesome power of God. And we see more fully the joy that comes as gifted stewards 

serve. 

That’s what the communion of saints did before us. Those fourteen saints we 

remember today…they were gifted. They were stewards of those gifts. They served 

you and me. And they passed on a legacy for us to pick up. They worked to assemble a 

loving community, and that’s our task as well. 

Eighteen years ago, I accepted the challenge printed on that swing set box: some 

assembly required. It took a lot of work, rework, and sweat equity. But, accepting the 

challenge of those three little words also provided a lot of joy when Chelsea got on the 

swing for the first time. 

Can you imagine a bunch of Christians squealing with joy and delight like a bunch 

of kindergartners going down a slide because they are serving with what they have? 

Can you imagine you and me giggling and carefree when the offering plate is passed? 

Can you imagine what others might think when they see us acting like that? That’s 

what happens when we maintain constant love for others. When we work for the 

benefit of others. When we serve as the answer to prayer for someone else. 

The opportunity for joy requires something from us. There’s something to putting it 

all together using our hands, our heads, and our hearts…for others. Are you up to the 

challenge? 
 
 

i Sweeney, Jon M. The Lure of Saints. Orleans, Massachusetts: Paraclete Press, 2005. 
ii Barclay, William. “The First Letter of Peter” in The Daily Study Bible Series.  Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1975. 
iii Ibid.  
iv Bartlett, David L. “The First Letter of Peter” in The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, Vol. XII. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998. 
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