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6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 
9As it is written, ‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness* endures for ever.’ 10He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase 
the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will 
produce thanksgiving to God through us; 12for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of 
the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13Through the testing of this ministry you 
glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your 
sharing with them and with all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing 
grace of God that he has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 

 
There is one thing that is sure to make a crowd go into a frenzy. Go to a football 

game or basketball game and the one thing that will make the crowd go wild is the 

opportunity to win free stuff. It doesn’t matter how your team is doing on the field or 

the court…when the cheerleaders start throwing the small plastic footballs into the 

crowd or launching t-shirts into the crowd, people start going crazy. They will yell and 

scream and wave their hands in the air, all in hopes of attracting the attention of the 

person firing those items into the crowd. And then, when one comes their way, they 

will stretch for it, and push others away to grab it. 

So what causes normally docile, self-controlled people to suddenly fight like a NFL 

defensive back for a cheap plastic football or a $2 t-shirt? What emotion stirs inside of 

them that makes them so desperately want something they wouldn’t buy on their own? 

The cause and the emotion is actually joy. It’s the joy of feeling like a winner. It’s the 
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joy of being singled out in a sea of fans. It’s the joy of getting something you didn’t 

expect. 

Let’s test this out. Who wants a t-shirt? 

Perhaps this wasn’t the best example. After all, civilized people in their Sunday 

finest aren’t going to act the same way in church that they would in the ballpark. But, I 

have another example. Earlier this morning, I taped an envelope underneath a pew 

(and a choir chair). 

So how did you feel? Surprised? Happy? A little embarrassed? 

The emotion that results from getting something good we didn’t expect is joy. It’s 

the joy of receiving. And this kind of joy comes as a consequence of something else. 

We experience this same kind of joy on vacations, or when the whole family is home 

for Christmas, or when the Cowboys win the Super Bowl. We know and we like this 

kind of joy – the joy of receiving. But what is the joy of giving? And is there anyway 

for us to feel this same kind of special emotion and elation when we give? 

I know of one easy way to experience this kind of joy: spend someone else’s money. 

When I was in college, my roommates and I would go occasionally go eat at a nice 

restaurant - at least nice for a college student. Sometimes when the bill came, we would 

split the check. But sometimes one of my roommates would declare that “I’m sure my 

mom wanted to buy us dinner tonight,” and then he would pull out the credit card his 

parents had given him for emergencies. Some of you may have done the same thing in 

college. And you would think that we’ve outgrown this kind of behavior. Yet, how 

much more fun is it to buy dinner for everyone at the dark-paneled steakhouse with 

the $75 ribeyes when you are using your company credit card? It’s easy to be generous 

with someone else’s money – when it doesn’t cost you anything. But when using our 

own money gives us the same feeling of joyous generosity, well…then we have 

achieved something. 
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The problem is, we sometimes convince ourselves that joy in giving only comes 

when we do something on a grand scale – something big and grandiose. Those of you 

who were fans of the long running television show, The Office, may remember an 

example of this. In one episode, it was revealed that ten years prior, the branch 

manager, Michael Scott, had visited an elementary school with a large population of 

underprivileged kids. There, caught up in a wave of emotion by what he saw, he 

promised to provide college tuition for the entire third grade class. These kids were 

now “Scott’s Tots.” Of course, the tension of this episode was the fact that Michael 

Scott’s heart was much larger than his bank account. There was no way he could 

afford to keep his promise. 

In reality, the joy that comes in giving doesn’t only come in grand gestures. 

Sometimes, that joy is evident when we babysit the grandkids for a few hours. 

Sometimes it is evident when we surprise that friend with the newborn with a meal. 

Sometimes it is evident when we offer our tickets to the theater to someone who 

normally wouldn’t be able to do such a thing. 

John Angell James, a nineteenth-century English Congregationalist Preacher 

described such things as the “exhilaration of the animal spirits, the joyousness 

produced by good health, worldly prosperity, friendship, or gratification of taste.”i 

James said that these actions that trigger joy are part of our humanity – it’s the way we 

were created to be. Joy is the natural response to things that delight us. And just as this 

is how it works on a human level, this is also how it works on a spiritual level. 

Spiritually, joy comes to us as a consequence of something else. 

In our scripture lesson this morning from 2 Corinthians, Paul is “bringing home” a 

stewardship campaign. For the better part of two chapters, Paul has been talking about 

stewardship and a collection that will be made for the Christians in Jerusalem. This 

offering was not a personal or congregational project – it was a combined effort of 
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many churches. In Chapter 8, Paul had commended the Macedonians and Titus for 

their responses to this project. And now, in our text from Chapter 9, Paul is asking the 

church in Corinth to respond as well. 

As Chapter 9 unfolds, Paul reminds the Corinthians of their zeal for this offering – 

their desire to help. He notes, “I don’t have to write to you about this ministry – this 

offering – because I know you are eager to give.” But, he also wants to make one thing 

clear. When he soon comes to visit the Corinthians, he isn’t coming to perform some 

kind of shakedown; to coerce their giving. Instead, where our scripture lesson this 

morning picks up, he offers this counsel:  

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. (9:7) 

 
In one verse, Paul provides three guidelines. First, “give as you have decided in your 

heart.” In the first century, the heart was the seat of intellect – where decisions were 

made. Paul called on the Corinthians to decide to give what their hearts were telling 

them to do. This is both an emotional, heartfelt response and a rational, well-thought-

out decision. Second, Paul suggests, “give not reluctantly or out of 

necessity/compulsion.” Their gifts should not feel like a burden or a grudging 

obligation. It shouldn’t feel like a tax you have to pay. They should feel free and 

generous. And, third, Paul tells them that “God loves a cheerful giver.” This is the 

guideline that sometime gets confused and misused. 

Sometimes, well-meaning and well-intentioned churches include this verse in their 

invitations to give. They emblaze “God loves a cheerful giver” on all of their materials 

and they pepper this phrase in all of their appeals. And they aren’t wrong – God does 

love a cheerful giver. Yet, too often, the way that they use this verse is just the opposite 

of what Paul intended. Instead of it being a third guideline for giving, these well-

intentioned churches make it the result of guidelines one and two. Giving as you 
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decide in your heart plus (+) giving without reluctance will equal (=) cheerful giving. 

This kind of thinking misses the fullness of what Paul is describing when he talks 

about cheerful giving.  

The Greek word that is translated cheerful is the word hilaron, a word which also 

serves as the base of the word “hilarious.” Translating verse 9 another way, God loves 

a hilarious giver. When we think of something hilarious, we think of laughing so hard it 

hurts. The kind of belly-laugh-until-you-can’t-breathe feeling that comes from a Jeff 

Foxworthy standup routine or from Will Ferrell playing the cowbell or from Jimmy 

Fallon breaking character and cracking himself up. Sometimes, we find something so 

absurd that we break into ridiculous hysterics – to the point that our hilarity doesn’t 

make sense. 

That’s the kind of giving and giver Paul is talking about. A kind of giving that 

doesn’t make sense. It’s so ridiculous, it’s absurd. But the absurdity of hilarious giving 

isn’t because of what we do.  It’s hilarious – it just doesn’t make sense - because of 

what God did. And it’s hilarious – we can hardly comprehend - what only God can do 

through us. 

The proof of this thinking comes in what comes in what Paul writes next. After 

giving the Corinthians the three guidelines for giving, he tells them that: 

God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. (9:8) 

 
The truth that Paul proclaims is that God is able to multiply and increase in 

abundance every grace provided to us. God gives abundantly more than we can even 

comprehend. And the after making this declaration, Paul gives the “so that.” The grace 

that God gives to each of us…God multiplies that grace so that we may share 

abundantly in every good work. Paul’s assumption is that good works and good giving 

are not an option for believers like you and me, but a necessity. Our good works and 
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good giving are the faithful response to God’s grace being bountifully poured upon us. 

Randy Alcorn described it well: 

As thunder follows lightning, giving follows grace.  When God’s grace touches you, you can’t 
help but respond with generous giving…it is simply the overflow of joy.ii 

 
In case the Corinthians couldn’t figure out what this looks like, or in in case we 

couldn’t, Paul provides a picture of a righteous person found in verse 9 – the one who 

shares her gifts abundantly; the one who gives to the needy; the one who consistently 

and faithfully recognizes that God provides the means to be generous. This is the kind 

of person who recognizes that God does not give so that we might possess all kinds of 

things in abundance. Instead, this kind of person is the one who has directed life not 

to amassing possessions but to eliminating needs.iii 

This is the final Sunday of our Out of the Box worship series. As a part of this series, 

we have spent the last few weeks as a church using the word J.O.Y. as an acronym, as a 

formula for joy. Three weeks ago, I noted that joy comes from doing what Jesus as our 

Lord commands us to do – that the “J.” Two weeks ago, we considered the joy that 

comes from meeting the specific spiritual and materials needs of others, serving as the 

answer to their prayers. That the “O.” Last week, Josh helped us see that joy comes 

from you and I becoming who God created us to be – growing, overflowing, generous 

people. That’s the “Y.” This morning, it’s time we put it all together. On this 

Consecration Sunday, it’s time to put it all together - J+O+Y. – to give in response to 

our declaration of Jesus as our Lord; to give in response to the needs of others; to give 

in response to becoming the women and men God has asked us to be. Today is the 

day to plant a flag in the timeline of our lives – a marker of the day we made a personal 

decision to actually live out and fully practice the joy of giving. 

Jesus told a short parable that illustrates what’s really at stake when you and I 

practice the joy of giving. In one simple verse recorded in Matthew 13, Jesus says: “The 
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kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his 

joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” (13:44). Did you hear that word “joy” in 

the story? “Joy” wasn’t the point of the story, the kingdom was. It was when somebody 

stumbled over the kingdom, like a treasure buried in a field, that joy made its entry into 

the narrative. “In his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” Joy was the 

consequence of something else. Joy came from the discovery of the treasure of the 

Gospel. It was in that joy that the man put all of his assets on the line to possess. He 

understood that what he had was nothing when compared to what he was being given. 

Stewardship sometimes gets a bad rep in church life. We think of it as giving that 

has to be begged for in high-pressure appeals. We think of it as giving that has to be 

pried unwillingly from the hands of resistant people. We think of it as giving that’s 

reluctant and resented by the giver. We think of it as giving that feels like a burden and 

an obligation; like another bill that has to be paid. But that’s not New Testament 

stewardship. In the New Testament, stewardship is a recognition that what we have is 

nothing compared to what we have been given. It’s called “grace giving.” “Grace Giving” is 

the “reflexive response” to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As Paul might suggest, it’s hilarious 

– it’s absurd - to think about what God has given to us. And that’s why our giving 

should be characterized as cheerful – hilarious – in response to the surpassing grace of 

God’s indescribable gift – the salvation we have in Jesus Christ. God’s grace is the 

action; our giving is the response. 

Here at First Christian Church, our mission as a congregation is to shepherd every 

person to encounter the abundant peace of Christ. That means it’s our job is to lead people to 

places where they will stumble over the gospel. We’ve got to go from the abundant 

table of our Lord out to a world of need. We’ve got to lead hungry people to tables 

brimming with both material bread and the bread of life. We’ve got to lead our 

neighbors who are hungering for connection to tables shaped by community. We’ve 
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got to lead our children and youth, who hunger for a welcoming, authentic place in 

which Jesus’ message is taken seriously, to tables chock full of love and grace and 

people committed to investing in their lives. We’ve got to lead the parents of these 

children and youth who hunger for guidance to tables filled with resources – tables 

that display a partnership of church and home which tells the story of God’s good 

news. And, that’s just a small picture of the grace we are called to distribute cheerfully 

next year. 

In a few minutes, you are going to have the opportunity to turn in your estimate of 

giving cards for 2020. We will do that by placing them in the offering plates along with 

our regular tithes and offerings. And I’m not naïve. I know that some of you simply 

filled out your card with the same amount as you did last year. Some of you filled these 

out on the way to church this morning. And some of you are scrambling to fill out 

your card right now. 

Chances are, you have made a heartfelt, well-thought-out estimate. Good! That’s 

what Paul said you should do. Chances are, you aren’t giving because the church is 

telling you to. Instead, you are giving freely and generously. Good! That’s what Paul 

said you should do. But if you have done those two things, maybe you need to pull 

your estimate of giving card out, look it over, and laugh – to think about what can be 

hilariously done when God is at work in your life. Remember, it is easy to be generous 

with someone else’s money – and we are just stewards of what is God’s; what God has 

entrusted to us. And this kind of hilarious review isn’t something just to do with your 

financial resources, but with every gift entrusted to you. 

Church…let’s go crazy. Let’s put it all together – Jesus+Others+You and let’s give, 

knowing that our giving is designed to produce thanksgiving to God. 
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