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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion 
by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you 
hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of 
you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so 
that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Oh to be the church in Philippi. Paul’s letter to the Philippians describes a 

church that is rocking. Paul is full of high praise and kind words for this young 

church whom he founded but from which he is currently separated. He thanks God 

each and every time He remembers them. These are words of high praise coming 

from the super apostle of the New Testament who is responsible for preaching the 

gospel and planting churches all over the Greco Roman world. This warm and 

praise laden greeting is especially noteworthy when we consider that Paul was not 

always so gushingly positive in his letters to the church. In fact old Paul could come 

across as rather cantankerous and even salty. A brief survey of Paul’s epistles 

reveals that this is virtually the only letter to a congregation that does not include 

some sort of critique or attitude adjustment. Paul’s other letters most often 

include a section in which he calls the church out for their shortcomings and calls 

them to get their act together. Take for example the letter to the Romans in which, 
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just after the greeting Paul spends two and a half chapters describing how God’s 

perfect and righteous wrath is made manifest against sinful humanity. Likewise 

Paul calls out the church in Galatia for disserting the Gospel and turning away from 

his teachings. Or, Paul’s most scathing letter to the church in Corinth whom Paul 

chastises for internal fighting, arrogance, sexual immorality, and even law suits 

among church members. He then really rubs their nose in their own immaturity by 

saying that they are spiritual infants who he has to feed milk and who cannot 

handle solid food. While my knowledge of first century argumentative rhetoric is 

certainly lacking, I feel it is safe to say that the Corinthian Christians had to feel 

wickedly burned by that one. No, Paul is certainly not one to sugar coat his 

messages or to heap compliments upon just any old church that happened his 

way; so we can be fairly assured that this church in Philippi was doing something 

right, that they had their act together pretty well. Especially, when we consider the 

fact that Paul is not writing this letter from the penthouse suite or his vacation 

hammock, but rather from his jail cell, awaiting a trial that could very well 

sentence him to death. There had to be something special indeed about this 

church in Philippi. In looking at the context of the letter to the Philippian church in 

its entirety, (which I encourage you to do as it is only four chapters) we can take a 

few clues about just what it was that set them apart. Later in this chapter Paul 

praises them for their faithfulness and for standing strong against tribulation. In 

Chapter 2 he remembers their steadfast obedience to the Gospel and encourages 

them to continue working out their faith. In chapter four he gives his support to 

two mothers of the church Euodia and Syntyche who labored with him for the sake 

of the gospel. In closing he also praises their generosity for supporting him and his 
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mission in times of want when no other church would. Philippi was a church with a 

strong faith, who had withstood trials, had committed lay leaders who advanced 

the gospel, and put their resources to work for God’s Kingdom. 

Within this passage though we don’t just see a church being loved on and 

celebrated by their founding evangelist, we see a church that is a community of 

believers with an identity, who are on a journey, and who are becoming more like 

Christ each day. Paul celebrates the identity of the church in Philippi, but he 

doesn’t stop there he names a bold vision for who they will become. He names 

practical goals to work on by praying that their love might overflow, and that they 

might have wisdom do determine what is best. He says that the one who began a 

good work in them will bring it to completion and that they will be found pure and 

blameless. That is a bold vision. While Philippi may have been a church that had it 

going on, I am sure that as a church full of sinners saved by grace just as any 

church could be described that they were not in themselves blameless when Paul 

wrote this letter. The Church in Philippi was not a perfect church, they were a 

church in the works, a church that was becoming more like Christ and more closely 

aligned with his will. This is where this passage meets us here today. While it is a 

bold statement, to say that I see a lot of similarities between First Christian Church 

and the church in Philippi, I am willing to make, and stand by that claim. I’m proud 

of our church, and not just because I work here. We too are a church with a sense 

of identity, we strive to be obedient to the gospel, and we too are a church that 

has overcame adversity and stood faithful throughout times of trial. We too have 

many strong leaders, our own Eudoias and Syntyches who have labored for the 

sake of Christ. And like Philippi we are a church whose generosity and stewardship 
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has borne fruit for Christ’s kingdom. And we too are a church who are becoming, 

growing, striving to be more, to overflow with love, and to determine what is best. 

This passage though is not just to us as a church, it is to each individual YOU 

in the congregation. It is about who you are and who you are becoming. That’s 

why I felt led to this passage today as we are in the midst of our stewardship 

season. We have been focusing on the JOY of giving, talking about Jesus, others 

and today YOU. When dealing with stewardship the J and the Y in our acronym 

seem pretty clear cut. Of course giving is about Jesus, if we proclaim Him as Lord 

then all we have belongs to Him and his purposes. Likewise it is natural to think 

about how what we give to mission and ministry affect others through the work of 

the church and the sharing of the gospel, but what about the YOU? When looking 

at the joy of giving, of how we give of ourselves and what we have worked for we 

are also tempted to ask the question that as much as we hate to admit it is never 

far from our mind. That all too familiar question; what is in it for me? This question 

is all too natural for us, we ask it in most every exchange in our lives in some 

manner or another, and if we are honest, we can find ourselves asking what’s in it 

for me in church as well. I believe that Paul’s letter to the Philippians gives us an 

insight for answering this question if we look closely. The YOU in the JOY equation. 

The question is not answered by what do I get by giving, it’s about what you are 

becoming by giving. If this sounds strange to us maybe we should consider the 

ways that giving in our lives serves as markers for what we are becoming. At many 

points in life our becoming is measured by giving. Take for example a child’s 

relationship with Christmas morning. For them Christmas is about what will be in 

the stocking or under the tree for them that matters most, and praying it’s not 
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something boring and useful like clothing. But as we mature, we concern ourselves 

more with what we give. As we become full participants in family life we care more 

about the gifts we give. Likewise the more we become in life the more we give of 

our time and abilities, to our work, to our passions, to families of our own. At each 

stage in life the YOU becomes more about becoming and less about what you 

receive. Giving is often a sign of what and who we are becoming I know this was 

the case with the most important gift I have given to this day, the one that was 

very costly, but also the one that caused me great stress, sweat, tears and prayers; 

Elizabeth’s Engagement ring. 

While I was not in the slightest bit nervous about spending my life with this 

wonderful woman; the act of giving her that rings still stressed me out as it said a 

lot about what and who I was becoming. By saving I was trying to show that I was 

becoming someone who could be financially responsible. By the commitment it 

signified I was saying that while I am someone who had enjoyed having my time, 

and the thermostat, and TV remote to myself; that I was becoming someone who 

could share my life with another. And by incorporating the not so subtle hints that 

she had dropped about the kind of ring she wanted, I was saying that while I am 

dense as a bowling ball, I am becoming someone who can listen and value what is 

important to someone else.  

Giving is always a part of becoming. And giving to the church in stewardship 

is no exception. By living into the Joy of giving each of you, each of us is becoming 

the type of disciple that Paul prays the Philippians would be. By giving of our time 

to the mission and ministry of the church we are planting the seeds in others’ lives 

that will produce the harvest of righteousness that Paul was talking about. When 
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we give, we are becoming able to determine what is best by aligning our priorities 

with those of our Lord. When we grow into a life of joyful giving and generosity we 

see the evidence that the one who began a good work among us is bringing it to 

completion. And that is the YOU, the Y element in the JOY of giving equation. And 

in terms of answering the question of what’s in it for us? Well, becoming more like 

our Lord seems like a pretty good deal to me how about YOU? 


