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CARING IN OUR SERVICE 
Philippians 2:1-11 Rev. Josh deSteiguer 
September 29, 2019 First Christian Church Wichita Falls, Texas 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he 
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Honestly I cannot remember the first time I came in contact with our 

scripture passage for today. But I do remember when I came to know it intimately, 

that was in Coach Barton’s Bible class in the 8th grade. At the small Christian school 

that I attended we were given a passage of scripture to memorize and recite for a 

grade each six weeks. In the spring of my 8th grade year I found myself trying to 

cram these eleven verses from Philippians chapter 2 into my young and easily 

distracted brain. As I struggled through learning this passage I even made it into a 

sort of a song. I’ll spare you from hearing a rendition of junior high Josh’s greatest 

hits suffice to say there are good reasons why I am a youth minister and not a 

chart topping musician. Fortunately, somewhere in the midst of memorizing this 

passage some of its meaning managed to grab ahold on me and it hasn’t let go yet. 

This passage starts out a call to be humble, selfless, and caring. Paul then advises 

the Philippian church to have a mindset that is like that of Jesus Christ. Then in 
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verses 6 through 8, this passage paints a picture of service like no other. It reminds 

us of the ultimate example of service and of sacrifice. Paul describes how Jesus 

Christ, God made flesh, became a servant to us. Jesus did not come to us as a king 

or as a star, insisting on having some position of high regard or status but came to 

us as a servant. Jesus our eternal Lord served us in all that he did even to the point 

of laying down his own life for us. It goes on to say that we are to serve in such a 

way that that others come to know, worship, and love our lord through our 

service. This passage reminds us ultimately, when it comes to service, why we do 

what we do. 

I remember being taken back by this reminder of Christ’s example of service 

and its charge to us. Even as a young child I knew that some way, somehow I was 

going to serve the Church. That means I never really had a backup plan so if this 

doesn’t work I guess its basket weaving or butterfly wrangling for me. Growing up I 

was fortunate enough to experience this scripture lived out in my own church. 

Through Sunday school teachers, pastors class mentors, youth sponsors, and a 

host of others whose service to the church formed me as a follower of Christ. The 

ones who loved me as a child, who could stop me with a look as a rowdy teenager, 

and who made the effort to remember me, and check on me, and ask about me 

when I was in college. I wonder if those saints knew how their service to the 

church would end up having a life-long impact on myself and many of my peers as 

well. 

I’m sure that most churches have those servant leaders whose service has an 

impact far beyond what they can see. From the Philippians in Paul’s day to the 
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Presbyterians next door, church people are service oriented folks. That being said, 

I believe that this passage speaks especially to us here at First Christian Church 

because care and service are the very hallmarks of this church family. 

It was this culture of service by so many in the church that impacted me the 

most when I first came to Wichita Falls. As I was still settling into my office here at 

First Christian church Harry Tonemah asked if he could take me to lunch. Of course 

I was glad to meet with him, and I assumed that this would simply be a get to 

know you sort of meeting. However throughout that lunch Harry kept returning 

the conversation to ways he could serve the youth ministry here at FCC. He offered 

to take pictures, volunteer his Sunday school class, and of course, to make his 

famous Indian tacos anytime I needed a fundraiser. I was surprised and touched by 

his passion and enthusiasm for service when he was just getting to know me. 

However I thought that maybe he was an exceptional case, someone who was just 

really passionate about youth. Then later that week I went to my first elder’s 

prayer breakfast and was surprised to learn that this group of dedicated servant 

leaders takes communion to roughly thirty-five church members every single 

week, in their homes, at assisted living communities, and in the hospital and 

rehabilitation facilities. The way the elders reported on the past Sunday’s visitation 

showed me that caring service was a top priority for our elders. Likewise at my first 

executive council meeting I was stunned with all of the ways that lay leaders 

within this congregation serve the church. I was moved by the passion that each 

person had for their area of service, be it stewardship, property, outreach, 

education, or evangelism each person in that room was fully engaged in caring for 

and carrying out the ministry of the church. 
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Over the following few weeks as I continued to get settled in to my place 

here at First Christian Church my office seemed to have a steady stream of visitors, 

each one wanting to offer to help with youth in some way. Everyone who had 

previously taken part in the youth car show, or with youth Sunday, or the 

Christmas eve service, all came by to help me learn the ropes and to volunteer 

their service. This all hands on deck attitude of service made a huge impact on me 

then, and is one of my favorite things about ministering with this church today. 

This fall we are talking about “why we do what we do” discussing the core 

values that lie at the very identity of this congregation, those elements of our very 

DNA as a church which link our present to our past and which will be our bridge to 

God’s future for us. Out of all of the key elements of who we are as a congregation 

being caring in our service is the action that unites them all. We started this series 

talking about how we are a church that is firm in our foundation, with a strong 

since of where we came from. That is certainly true but that foundation was 

literally laid by the caring service of 50 founding members who pooled their 

money to buy lumber and build a church with their own hands. We have talked 

about how we are a church that shares leadership across generations which is 

certainly true. Such intergenerational involvement is made possible by the caring 

service of a whole host of members who mentor and equip children and youth. 

Last week Dr. Bender talked about how we are outward in our influence, naming 

the vital ministries that happen outside of our walls and that reach outside of our 

congregation. As we look at each one, the many ways in which our church extends 

the peace of Christ outside of the church, each one began with and is sustained by 

the caring service of individuals within this church. 
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We are a church of many services and ministries, and the common 

denominator is this: all ministry done by the church is made possible by someone’s 

service to the church. Take for example the amazing work of hope and restoration 

that is accomplished by Common Ground Recovery Ministry. Common Ground is a 

service provided by the church. Yet for everyone who painted, or purchased a tile 

at the fundraiser lunch Common Ground represents their service to the church. Or 

take for example all the ways in which this church feeds people. The Mustang 

Meals for MSU athletes are a service of the church but for the men of CMF like 

Eddie Tucker and Jimmy Hay, this is made possible by their ministry to the church. 

Consider the ministry to the church of people like Rick Appling with Feed my Flock. 

Or of Polly Tonemah supporting the MSU food pantry. Their service to the church, 

makes each of these ministries of the church possible. Or consider the way our 

church provides ministry to children through the service of each adult who has 

helped with Trunk or Treat, or Vacation Bible School. Likewise our ministry to 

youth is made possible by a whole host of adult sponsors and volunteers and each 

one of you who have supported the youth fundraisers through the car show and 

Indian taco lunch. Each and every ministry that this church offers in our 

community and within our walls is the result of many people’s service to the 

church. 

In writing this sermon I was hesitant to make individual mention of these acts 

of service. I almost didn’t mention individual ministries and names for rear of 

leaving someone out. However I realized that I was looking at this the wrong way. 

Of course I will leave someone out! I could talk until the cows come home or the 

Cowboys kickoff tonight and still not scratch the surface of mentioning each act of 
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service that you the church provide. That is a testament to how deeply the value of 

caring service is ingrained in the very soul of this congregation. As we look forward 

to these exciting times ahead, God led visioning and of dreaming big for future 

ministries in the church and by the church; we can rest assured that the same 

caring service that has characterized FCC since 1891 will still be guiding us into our 

bright future. So I invite you to remember how the church and those in it have 

served you. Go forward knowing that whether you are an acolyte, or elder, 

soprano, or a Sunday school teacher, a greeter or a guest, YOUR SERVICE MATTERS 

and makes the ministry of this church thrive. And may you find ways to serve, may 

you equip others to serve alongside you. And keep ending of our passage for today 

in mind:  

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Because that is why we do what we do. 


