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16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from 
a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God. 

 

 
They say confession is good for the soul.  So, I must confess…when I was in high school 

and college, I made ends meet by dealing drugs. I worked as a pharmacy technician for a 

retail drugstore chain – it was all legal, of course! Interestingly enough, it was those six years 

of dispensing pharmaceuticals that shaped much of my work ethic. I learned how to work 

with others. I learned the value of hard work and how that leads to greater responsibility. 

But, what I learned most during those six years was customer service. After all, sick people 

are often difficult to work with. When you don’t feel well, you often respond differently than 

you normally would. You have less patience; less tact; less grace. 

However, this wasn’t the case with one of our regular customers. There was this one 

gentleman would came in several times a month to pick up his medicine. Every response he 

made was peppered with a “please” or a “thank you.” He was always soft-spoken, and he 

smiled during most of his interaction with the pharmacy staff. He almost couldn’t help 

himself – it was ingrained in him. He was so different that we dubbed him “the politest man 

in the world.” 
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I couldn’t tell you his name today, but 25 years later, he is still an influence on me when I 

am out shopping. I want to leave a similar impression on those who assist me or check me 

out. I want people to think of me as polite and courteous. 

Like me, there are probably dozens of people who have influenced you over the years. 

Maybe what comes to mind first is a teacher like Mrs. Whitten, my 11th grade English 

teacher or Mr. Womack, my Economics teacher. Maybe it was a youth minister like Rick or 

Rusty. Maybe it was a boss like Keith or Doug. Or maybe it was someone whose name you 

don’t know, but whose action you do know – someone who left an impact on your life. 

Someone whose influence you feel 25 years later. 

Today, influencers are in high demand. But these aren’t the people who shape the 

direction of your life. These influencers are individuals who have the power to affect your 

purchase decisions because of their authority, knowledge, position, or relationship with their 

audiences. The majority of these “so-called” influencers are celebrities, industry experts and 

thought leaders, bloggers and content creators. They primarily use social media to make an 

impact…but it’s usually on your wallet and not on your life. 

But influence isn’t just about selling something. It’s about making a difference – a 

positive impact in the life of another. And truth be told, we want to be people who make an 

impact – who are an influence on others. We want to be seen as people who have something 

to offer worth following or emulating. 

The different between being a “so-called” influencer and a person, or people, of influence 

may come in how we see people. To be a person of influence, or if we together want to 

people of influence, it starts with seeing people from a different point of view. 

When Paul wrote his second letter to the Corinthians, there weren’t social media 

influencers. But there were definitely people with a worldly outlook. And, regrettably, some 

of those people were in, or had shaped, the church in Corinth. Second Corinthians is filled 

with pictures of Paul the person: wise, caring, affectionate, but also hurt by the church’s 

treatment of him and their evil-doing. Some had questioned his character and his sincerity. 

Some wondered whether he was really the right person to speak for Jesus Christ. 
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It’s true - what we know about Paul is that he didn’t always see people the way he did 

after becoming an apostle. There was a time when he viewed Jesus Christ in human terms, 

seeing him as a criminal rather than the messiah. But, something caused him to change his 

perspective. That something was an encounter with Jesus Christ and a recognition of what 

Jesus had done for him. 

And that’s the point Paul makes in our scripture lesson this morning: Christ’s death is the 

transformative event for all of life. Nothing is the same after that. And as the chief example 

of this, Paul could suggest that the most radical among the changes brought about by 

Christ’s death is the way people should live.i Paul described this new way of thinking with 

three “no longers”: No longer do you live for yourself; no longer do you regard other people 

from a human point of view; no longer do you count the sins of other people. 

Instead, Paul writes, Christ’s death and resurrection compels Christians to approach 

people with a totally new system of values. And here’s why. The basic fact is that people 

have value because Christ has died for them…whether they have responded to Christ or not. 

Each person’s value has already been established by Christ’s death. Every person matters to 

God. No matter what they’ve done or left undone; no matter what they’ve said or left 

unsaid; no matter what they’ve achieved or failed to achieve – every person matters to God.  

Because we have become “new creations,” the criteria for how we interact with other people 

has changed from human standards to Christ’s standards. With two little words, Paul 

captures the whole of the gospel he represents.ii 

But Paul doesn’t stop there with a theological point. In our scripture passage, Paul quickly 

pivots from what we are - new creations – to the imperative that places upon us. Five times 

in three verses, he introduces the word “reconciliation.” Because we have been reconciled to 

God, because Christ brought us back into right relationship with God, we must now look at 

everything differently. Everything and everyone must now be viewed through the lens of 

reconciliation.iii And what this means is that the proper celebration of our reconciliation is to 

share it with others. That’s what Paul called for in 2 Corinthians 5:20 - the only place in all of 

Paul’s writing where the reconciling is done by people.iv Because of Jesus Christ, we are not 
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only reconciled, we are commissioned for the work or ministry or service of reconciliation.v 

We are commissioned to be ambassadors. 

Sometimes, being an ambassador can be a plum job. I would be totally okay with being 

the U.S. Ambassador to the Vatican, to Luxembourg, to Monaco, or to the Maldives. Those 

sound like fabulous places to serve. But other posts are much more challenging. The 

Ambassador to Russia or Somalia or to any number of Middle Eastern countries could be 

more demanding and dangerous. 

But whether the job is “cushy” or “chancy,” what ambassadors hold in common are three 

things. First, they spend life among people who often speak a different language, who have a 

different tradition, and who follow a different way of life. Second, an ambassador is a voice 

for his country. They speak for their leadership. And, third, the honor of a country is in the 

ambassador’s hands.vi Ambassadors have a distinct function and role. They are for relating to 

the outside world. This is how Paul pictured Christians and the church: as Christ’s 

representatives with the message of reconciliation.vii 

Paul believed that he, as a recipient of God’s acts of reconciliation, was called to being an 

ambassador of this new age – this new creation way of thinking. And that’s what he called 

the Christians in Corinth to be as well: ambassadors of God’s reconciling love. They would 

live among people whose values and culture were different from their own. Through their 

actions and their daily discourse, they would speak for and represent God. And there, in the 

midst of everything that seems foreign to Christ’s way of thinking, they would model 

reconciliation with each other. Getting this right was important because God’s honor was at 

stake. 

The same reality is true today. We live in a world in which the cultural norm suggests that 

right now is the time for sleeping in, or for Sunday brunch, or for a kid’s soccer game. For 

some, the idea of going to church on a Sunday morning, or at any point in the week, is a 

foreign concept, especially given all of the other demands of life. This leaves us with two 

choices. We can wring our hands and complain that society has become more secular – more 

godless – and wish for things to return to the way they were. Or, we can roll up our sleeves 
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and figure out how to minister in this day and age – to be agents of reconciling love in a 

time, much like in ancient Corinth, when Christianity wasn’t the only game in town. 

To do this, we have to set our sights appropriately. Theologian Miroslav Volf suggests 

that reconciliation isn’t just about a broadly conceived notion of cosmically reconciling the 

whole world – that one day all the world will respond to the truth that they are reconciled to 

God. It has to be more specific than that. Before we can all dwell happily together in the 

shalom of God’s kingdom, there needs to be real reconciliation between people on earth. 

There can be no peace in God’s kingdom so long as there is anyone who would just as soon 

cross over to the other side of a golden street in order to avoid you.viii 

That means the first place we are sent to as ambassadors are our spheres of influence. For 

us as individuals, that means being agents of reconciliation with our family. Maybe there is a 

fence to mend with an estranged child or a new stepparent. It means being an agent of 

reconciliation with a close friend with whom your relationship has gotten out-of-whack, or 

with a co-worker whose behavior has gotten you crossways. It means being an agent of 

reconciliation with those we interact with every day who may not even know our names, but 

who, years later, will remember our behaviors and our mindsets. And, this same sort of 

action and way-of-thinking is also true for us as a church. Reconciliation is not an inward 

way of thinking, but an outward way of being. 

It’s really easy for churches to turn inward - to simply focus on who is here. We can hear 

Christ’s call in the Great Commission to “make disciples” and think that this means teaching 

and developing those who call our church home. There is no doubt that this is part of the 

call, but it’s not the whole picture. What Jesus suggests in the Great Commission, and what 

Paul suggests in our passage from 2 Corinthians, is that it has to be about more than just us. 

The reality, though, is that this kind of turning outward is challenging. It’s expensive – 

particularly in the expenditure of our time. It’s often delivered without any kind of return. 

All that effort for what seems to be little “payoff” can get discouraging. And, if were not 

careful, we can become jaded - it can change the way we see people. 
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Churches with an inward mindset begin to see people as objects; as vehicles that can help 

us. Suddenly, being ambassadors for Christ becomes mechanical rather than relational. And 

this changes the motive for ministry. Just as an inward focus is a sign of self-centeredness in 

a church, an outward focus with the wrong motive can be as well. If a church’s goal in 

becoming outwardly focused is simply to move the church from decline to growth, then they 

miss the point of being ambassadors. 

A proper outward mindset means we see others as people – as people who matter to 

God. This isn’t just a customer service technique that we learned on our first job. No, it 

shapes why we do what we do. Our objectives and behaviors take the wellbeing of others into 

account. By thinking out instead of in, by concentrating on others instead of on us, a 

tremendous transformation takes place. We go from inner directed to outer directed, from 

taker to giver, from self-centered, to others-focused, from tightfisted to generous, from 

short-sighted to farsighted, from selfish to selfless. We begin to see and act on behalf of 

others’ needs ahead of our own; our thoughts are in terms of “we” instead of “me.” And, 

when we do this, we begin to affirm people’s worth and potential so clearly that they are 

inspired to see it in themselves. 

Discipleship is not just what happens inside the four walls of this church – it includes the 

way we are salt and light in the world – serving and giving ourselves away to others. And, 

thankfully, this has been part of our DNA here at First Christian Church for 129 years. 

That’s why we value being Outward in our Influence. 

Here at First Christian, we see this outward influence on display at our off-site Vacation 

Bible School and off-site Trunk or Treat. We see it in our annual Coats for Kids drive. We 

see it in our intentional outreach to the students for Midwestern State University through 

Bible Studies, through the Mustang Meals, through our support of the Mustang food pantry, 

and through our collections of furniture and other household items to outfit the new 

residences of MSU students. We even see it in the way our members are involved with other 

community organizations – Interfaith Outreach, Child Advocates, and Hospice, just to name 

a few. 
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We also see this outward influence through the ways we minister to our community on 

our campus. Each week, 140 families entrust the care of their children to us through our 

Young Ages School and Children Come First program. Dozens of community meetings take 

place here each month, and athletic teams from across the city regularly use our fields and 

gym. And each week, three dozen or more individuals are equipped with skills and a new 

outlook for life because of the work of our Common Ground Recovery Ministry. We believe 

in giving ourselves away in ways that positively influence our community. 

Earlier this week, Abby wasn’t feeling well. I told her to rest and she would be fine. But, 

she finally convinced me to take her to the doctor. Doing my best to keep my winning 

“parent of the year” credentials intact, it turns out, she had the flu…again. This is the fourth 

time in the last nine months that she has been diagnosed with the flu. Her medical doctor 

suspects that she was just more susceptible to this strain than others. Dr. Bender thinks it is 

something else. I think she actually contracted the flu to help her dad make a point this 

morning. You see, influence and influenza share the same root word. They are both about 

being affected by something or someone else. And it’s a fitting analogy for what we want our 

impact as a church to be on our community. We want our influence to spread from one 

person to another to another. 

Last fall, Claire, Josh, and I went to a family ministry conference. One of the sessions 

Claire and I sat in on was billed as a “church communications” workshop. However, what 

we got out of this session was so much more than practical ways to communicate. Jeff 

Henderson, the leader of this workshop, noted that Christians are often perceived as being 

against things. 

Culture, however, has moved to a point where the energy is more about what things you 

are for. That’s why his church has invested so much time and energy into telling their 

community what they are for – the football team at the high school across the street; the 

initiatives put forward by the local school board; the annual community picnic. As a church, 

they weren’t in charge of any of these things, but they wanted their community to know that 

their church was invested in what mattered to the community. And each week during their 
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staff meeting, they would spend 20 minutes on social media, liking and commenting on 

posts about their community, adding their own hashtag to their responses: #forgwinett. 

Our value of being Outward in our Influence calls us to have the same approach. We are for 

Wichita Falls. We are for those in our community who aren’t feeling up-to-par, who need us 

to dispense an extra dose of grace. We are for those students away from home who need 

community, connection, and care. We are for our sisters and brothers on the other side of 

town who know about Jesus because of our off-site VBS; who see Christ-like care for all in 

our off-site trunk or treat. We are for hundreds and hundreds of elementary school students 

we might never meet staying warm in the winter because of a new coat. We are for meeting 

the needs of 140 families through quality childcare and education for their children in a 

Christian environment. Through our recovery ministry, we are for the restoration of 

fractured relationships, dysfunctional families, lost friendships, and ruptured social circles 

that Jesus Christ died to mend.ix Looking outward is ingrained in us as a congregation. We 

just can’t help it. And if we aren’t spreading our influence outward in these areas, the health 

and well-being of our community suffers. Wichita Falls cannot be truly healthy without First 

Christian Church. 

Ambassadors are for relating to the outside world. You and I are those ambassadors. 

And, there is a world out there that needs to know that we are for them. We are for them 

because Christ was for us...and he’s for them, too. 
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