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Dunk A Minister And Help A Child!

Have you ever felt the urge to DUNK a minister? Well,
this is your opportunity and most importantly, you will be
supporting a child, supported by Child Advocates – CASA
of Red River.
In conjunction with TEXOMA GIVES, on Thursday,
September 12th, at Frank & Joe’s Coffee House in Parker
Square, a dunking booth will be set up and our ministers
will be dunked.
For a $25.00 donation to CASA, you will receive 5
balls for 5 chances at hitting a target, which when hit, will
send a minister into a big tub of water.
Dr. David Hartman will be first in the “hot-seat” from
1:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.; Dr. Mark Bender will be next in the
“hot-seat” and will be dunked from 2 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.;
then, last but not least, Rev. Josh deSteiguer will be
dunked from 2:45 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (Dunking Josh last will
hopefully allow some of First Christian’s youth to
participate after school and enjoy their one-on-one time
with their youth minister.)
The minister who brings in the most money for CASA
will receive a $150.00 gift card to Fox Hill Restaurant &
Gardens. (Gift card donated anonymously.)
CASA would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr.
Hartman, Dr. Bender, and Rev. deSteiguer for being such
good sports and allowing themselves to be so publicly
humiliated. Children in Archer, Clay, Montague, and
Wichita Counties will benefit from their noble acts of
selflessness.

On the Sunday of Labor Day Weekend, we will mark
the way our work lives and our spiritual lives overlap. This
Ordination to Daily Life Service, at both the 8:40 am and
10:45 am worship services on Sunday, September 1,
serves as a prayer of blessing on those who labor and a
dedication of all of our work to God.
As a part of this service, you are invited to bring a
token or symbol of your daily work. This could be a
calendar, a business card, a gavel, a nametag, a
stethoscope, a textbook, or whatever best represents your
daily endeavors. During our worship, we will make an
offering of our daily work by placing these items on a table
in the front of the Sanctuary. (Your item may be retrieved
after the service).

CGRM Fundraiser Luncheon

Please mark your calendar for
Sunday, September 15th for the
Common Ground Recovery Ministries
fundraising luncheon at noon in the
Fellowship Hall. Make your reservations
in worship or by calling the church office.
Remember to return your 4 X 4
canvas of a painted heart to the office by
September 13th.

The Game of Life

On Wednesday, September 4, The Neighborhood kicks off a new worship
series called “The Game of Life.” With clips from some of your favorite sports
movies, come deep dive into where competition and real life intersect…and
where faith impacts both. See you on Wednesdays in the Fellowship Hall for
dinner at 5:30 pm and worship beginning at 6:00 pm.

Make Your Mark
Dr. Mark R. Bender
Senior Minister
Our Family Ministry
It’s the most wonderful time of the year.
The lyrics to Andy Williams 1963 Christmas song is a
favorite around the holiday season. But, thanks to an old Office
Depot advertisement, that’s the tune and lyrics I hear in my
mind as school starts back each fall. And I have especially
found that to be true as our school programs here at First
Christian Church begin their fall sessions. Our Children Come
First students officially started back to school on August 15, and
our Young Ages Preschool kids began their Fall session this
morning.
On the first day for both of these ministries, there were
excited children anxious to begin a new year in a new
classroom…and there were a few who weren’t so sure about the
change. There were excited parents celebrating the milestone a
new year signaled…and a few with tears in their eyes. But there
was definitely a buzz among our fabulous teachers. They were
eager to see what a new year would bring.
At the parent orientations for both Children Come First and
Young Ages, I had the opportunity to say a word of welcome to
these moms, dads, grandparents, and
friends. At both, I told them that here at First
Christian Church, we don’t measure our
ministry to children and families just by
those who attend on Sunday mornings,
Sunday evenings, or Wednesday evenings
(even though participation in our children’s
ministry programs are up 45% over a year
ago). Instead, I told them that as
participants in our school ministries, they
were also part of the First Christian Church
family. That means that we would care for
them and love them just as we care for and
love those who worship, grow, and serve
here at First Christian.
Kennon Callahan, a Methodist pastor,
professor, and author of books on church
growth, suggests that healthy congregations have a threefold
focus:



Persons served in mission - These are individuals in the
community, neither constituents nor members, who are
intentionally ministered to in terms of their human hopes
and hurts, in the name of Christ and on the behalf of that
local congregation.



Constituents - These are non-members who
participate more than once in one or more activities of
the church in a six-month period. (Churches usually
have far more constituents that they are aware of).



Members - These are resident members who are
marginally active to fully active in the life and mission of
the local church.

From this perspective, our Children Come First and Young
Ages School families are part of the “persons served in mission”

grouping. However, when some of these children and their
families participate in Vacation Bible School, Trunk or Treat, our
Children’s Christmas activities, and other opportunities, they
then belong to the “constituent” grouping. And, if we address
their hurts and hopes in significant ways, it’s entirely possible

that this becomes their entry point to a more regular and
sustained engagement with First Christian Church.
Describing the importance of understanding this trifold
focus, Callahan wrote:

It is important to note that, in the unchurched culture
in which we currently live, people are more likely to
first be persons served in mission. Then some of
them will decide to become constituents, and then
some of those will decide to become members.
Those churches who work on the membership
column are working on the wrong column.
To use business terminology, members are
stockholders, constituents are regular and occasional
customers, and persons served in mission are the
client pool. Churches that prefer to be stable and
declining will focus most of their energy and effort on
stockholders. No business that seeks to be stable
and growing would invest the majority of its energy
and resources on stockholders. Indeed, the art of
making a solid business grow is that of effectively
serving the range of people who are in the client pool.
Some of these will become regular and occasional
customers and some of those will become
stockholders. A person who is currently active in a
given church generally has decided to become active
because that church had extended its helping
missional outreach with regard to his or her human
hurts and hopes.
(Twelve Keys to an Effective Church, Jossey-Bass.)
This is why I think our support of and
investment in Children Come First and Young
Ages School is so critical. Not because these
children and families are a potential pipeline
for new members…but because these are
children and families that God has put into
our sphere of influence to love and to minister
to their needs. Today, that need might be a
high quality childcare program for their
children. Tomorrow, it might be a need for
how to better parent their teenager, or
support for taking care of their aging parents,
or youth programs, or Bible study or ?? If we
continue to maintain a focus on ministering to
people served in mission, we will be ready to
address the next set of needs as they arise.
So let’s put some numbers to this reality.
As of today, there are 44 students in our Young Ages School,
with three students on a waiting list. This is an increase of 12
students from last year, resulting in the addition of two new
classes. These students are lovingly taught and cared for by six
staff members.
In our Children Come First program, there are 75 students,
with a waiting list of over 100. These children are cared for by
19 incredible staff members.
What these numbers say is that every week, we serve in
mission 119 children, their parents/grandparents/guardians
(~215+ persons), as well as 25 teachers. The impact of our
ministry to families is huge!
On both August 15th and this morning, Claire, Josh, and I
greeted arriving families with coffee and donuts. We simply
wanted to say “welcome” from the greater First Christian
Church family. There will be other opportunities to continue this
kind of welcome and connection…and we will be inviting you to
join us. When these arise, I hope that you will join in these
opportunities as part of our individual and churchwide
commitment to ministering to the families in our sphere of
influence.
Mark

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Blessing of the Gifts to the
MSU Food Pantry

September Meetings: will be as follows:

Tuesday, Sept. 3rd:

Evangelism/Welcome Team Training at
7:00 pm, Rm 310
Wednesday, Sept. 4th: Vision Team from 2:00-8:30pm, Rm 310
Tuesday, Sept. 10th: Membership at 6:00 pm, Parlor
Property at 6:00 pm, Rm 310
Outreach at 6:00 pm, Library
Worship at 7:00 pm, Rm 222
Tuesday, Sept. 17th: Education at 6:00 pm, Rm 222
Stewardship at 6:00 pm, Rm 310
Tuesday, Sept. 24th: Executive Council at 6:00 pm, Rm 310
Wednesday, Sept. 25th: Vision Team from 2:00-8:30pm, Rm 310
If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church office,
692-2282, by noon on Mondays, Sept. 9th, 16th, & 23rd.

Library News:

The Challenger is biweekly, with the next publication on
Sept. 11! FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Monday.

Welcome New Members! It was a joy to welcome
Lois Willis and her husband, Bill, into our
membership this past Sunday morning by transfer
of membership. Lois began attending at the
invitation of Sandra Ketchum. Bill is at Texhoma
Christian Care Center in Rm 1011. Lois’ contact
information is 1615 SW Pkwy Apt. A, 76302, 940631-4082. Welcome, Lois & Bill!

Through the Bible in a Year Study: Will meet

on Thursday, August 29th, at 6:00 pm in Room 310.

Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach Services will
be on Sunday, September 1st. Items for collection will be tuna
and cans of fruit. Also, if you travel and have any unopened
hotel toiletries, Interfaith Outreach Services would love to have
them for their care sacks. Thank you for the 119 pounds of items
delivered for the month of August!
Prime Timers Luncheon will be on Sunday,
September 1st, at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall.

Top Reasons to Use Our Church Library
Let me take a moment to say a good word about our church
library. While FCC has many wonderful resources to offer, our
library is one that you shouldn’t overlook. As a relatively new
minister without an extensive library of my own; the church
library has been a great blessing to me writing sermons and
preparing youth lessons. However, the library contains much
more than simply bible commentaries. Whether you are
interested in history, devotional books, science, or children’s
literature, the church library has something for everyone. Swing
by and pick up a book anytime!
- Rev. Josh deSteiguer

Member News:
Hospitalized: in Frisco TX is Anita Mills; at the Gables is

Jean Puckett. Released and back home are Ruth Beyer, Ronnie
James, Cora Tucker.
Our sympathies are extended to Cindy Hernandez &
Family on learning of the death of her father, Norman Howland
on August 21st. Services will be Saturday, August 31st, at 11:00
am in the Sanctuary.
Our condolences are extended to the family of Dr. Oran
Lance Troegle. Dr. Troegle passed away on August 14th.
Services are pending.
We extend our sympathies to Ian & Maggie Anderson &
Family on learning of the death of Ian’s grandmother, Mrs.
Clayton, on August 12th.
Congratulations to Sarah & Jason Lester on the birth of
their daughter, Charlotte Katherine Lester, on August 25th.
Proud grandparents are Polly & Harry Tonemah and aunt is
Katie Tonemah.

Labor Day Holiday! The Church Building, Offices and
All Programs will be closed on Monday, September 2nd.
The September gathering of On Hold, our support group
for caregivers of all kinds, will be Tuesday, September 3rd, at
2414/2416 Barbados from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Just look for
the ON HOLD sign out in front. This informal, come-and-go
setting includes a light meal/refreshments and conversation
aimed at support and encouragement. ON HOLD is a ministry to
women and men who place their own lives “on hold” while they
care for loved ones--grandchildren, aging parents, or anyone in
between.

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! Bring a
friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study on
Friday morning, September 13th, from 7:00-8:00 am, at Hwy
Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy.
First Time Guests! We are excited to report that the
following persons visited for the first time on Sunday, August
18th: Judy Wolfe.

FOR THE RECORD. . .

CGRM: (Tues., Aug. 20) . . . . . . . . . . . 27
The Neighborhood (Wed., Aug. 21). . .33
Worship (Aug. 25): 8:40am. . . 39
10:45am. . 174
Total Worship. . . . . . . . 246
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . .86
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week
$17,867.62
Sunday Receipts for 8/25/19
$5,422.00
Through Aug. 26: Income $579,139.33
Expenses $582,700.83

This Sunday:
“Working in Paradise“
Psalm 90
Dr. Mark R. Bender

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Fall Bible Study:

The Faith of a Mockingbird
by Matt Rawle

As lead Pastor of The Well
United Methodist Church in
Ponchatoula, Louisiana, Matt
Rawle loves to tell an old story in
a new way, especially at the
intersection of pop culture and the
church. This 5-week study is
based on the book, To Kill a
Mockingbird. Rawle uses the
beloved characters of Harper
Lee’s novel to explore our place in
the world and in God’s story as
well as what it means to live out a
hopeful faith in a broken world.
Join Sheri Sutton as she leads
this study beginning Wednesday,
September 25th, in Room 310. Each session will begin at
10:15 am.
Call the church office at 692-2282 to register. Books
will be available in the church office soon for $12.00 each.
Please read the Introduction and the Refresher on the
novel before the first session.

Christian Women’s Fellowship

Christian Women’s Fellowship begins their new
season with a luncheon on Monday, September 9, at
11:45 am, in the Fellowship Hall. Guests are welcome,
reservations are not required, cost is $5.
The theme of our programs this year will be “Hearing
Church Mothers.” Since the early centuries of the church,
men we know as the Church Fathers were influential in
shaping the thoughts and practices of the rapidly growing
church. There were Church Mothers also, thoughtful and
influential women whose faith shaped the church, but
usually in quieter and less public ways. So it is with the
Church Mothers of today. Their faith, while reaching out to
their ever-expanding circles of influence, still works most
powerfully in their homes and families.
We have been interviewing women in our church,
beginning with those who have reached their 90th
birthdays, and our programs will feature two or three of
these women at each luncheon. The featured women and
any of their family members who can attend will be our
guests, and CWF members who did the interviews will
share what they learned from these wise women. At the
September luncheon, we will hear Jane Ridenour’s
interview with Opal Noble, and Norma Hill’s interview with
Annetta Vaccarella.
We hope you will come and hear from these women
you have known over the years, but perhaps have never
had these kinds of conversations with them. This will be a
good way to show your appreciation for their
contributions, and to learn something that may help you
face your future with greater faith and optimism.

Journey Through Scripture

Starting Sunday, September 8th, at 9:45 am, Journey
Through Scripture will meet in the Church Parlor. The
subject for this series will be "Exploring Life Principles
From the Bible." The series will be led by Larry Spradley.
Some themes covered will be: One’s Relationship with
God, The Power of God's Word, The Issue of Trust,
Listening to God, Obedience in the Faith, The Experience
of Prayer, and Other Life Principles. Scripture will be our
primary source. JTS is open to any adult seeking to grow
in the Christian Faith.

“UNITE” App

The “Unite” App is your church directory that is
accessible through your smart phone, easily updated, and
allows you to manage your photo with an easy upload
process. For our members who prefer a paper copy of the
directory, they will be available soon.
Here are the simple steps to follow using your smart
phone:
 Visit the Google Pay or Apple App store to download
the “RDS Unite” app onto your phone.
 Once the download is complete, open the app and add
the First Christian Church code 14351 in the space
provided for the organizational church code.
 Now tap “register here” and enter your email address. It
is important that you use the email address on file in the
church office. If you encounter problems on this step,
call the church office so we can confirm the email
address we have on file.
 Now set your password. Then tap register. A
confirmation email will be sent to you immediately.
Follow the instructions in the email and you’re all set.
 When you open the directory next, tap on the square
menu icon found middle right just under the church
name. Next tap “My Family” and then tap “Family
Photo.” There are several ways to select photos
depending on the device you use.
Problems? Just call the church office and Cheryl
Appling will walk you through.

Electronic Giving is a convenient and secure way to
provide consistent financial support to our church. You
can now make contributions to First Christian Church
anytime. Just look for the GivePlus Church app in the
App Store or Google Play. You can quickly and easily
donate using your debit/credit card or checking/savings
account.

1

Fran Haines

2

Kalyn Dabbs
Jim Hogan
Richard McQuiston

3

4

Devin Ford
Adrian Opela
Robert Rafuse
Slate Westbrook
Dave Hartman Jr.
Cindy Hernandez
Linda Hollabaugh

5

Rebecca Ferguson

6

Charles Reaves
Paige Schroeder
Sandy Smith

8

Mark Koch

9

11 Katie Black
Shirley King Wilson
Howard Morris
12 Alli Cobb
Joan Stodghill
13 David Puckett
14 Brandon Pontius
15 Kathy Bauer
Ronnie James
16 Kevin Ballard
Mike Murdock
18 Linda Cook

Katie Edgemon
Pat Wearth

1

10 Olivia Berry
Addison Wineinger

21 Jim Owens
Mary Kathryn Tanner
Sherrie Vaccarella
22 Sandra Ross
25 Weylin Miller
Russell Wilson
26 Jeana Brunson
Maverick Jarmakovitz
Donna Long
Craig Reynolds
Sherri Webb
27 Carol Nowell
28 Priscilla Gibson
Doug Kunkle
Tiffany Sparks

19 Jon Earley
Hailey Wilks

29 Dana Givens
MaKayla Mays
Grace Reynolds

20 Misty Hartley

30 Gidget Pettibon

Rev. Beth Stites-deSteiguer
& Rev. Josh deSteiguer

17 Sandy & Shane Smith

2

Melinda & Charles Reaves

22 Nancy & Allan Jirik

6

Debbie & Mark Turnbow

8

Jeana & Jack Brunson
Robin & Darrell Stewart
Ashley & Brandon Warton

24 Carla & Nathan Moran
Emily & Andy Wilson

9

Sheri & Mark Sutton

26 Shelly & Chuck Dalton
29 Amy & Chris Churchill

16 Shirley Craft & Kenn Hill
If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office,
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list!

OPPORTUNITIES

SERVING SUNDAY
ELDERS
9/1: Andy Wilson, Gary Ballard; Sally Hastings, Presiding
9/8: Ricky Scales, Linda C. Carr; Alice Gordon, Presiding

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION
9/1: Ronnie James, David Strickland, Philip Dudenhoeffer
9/8: Mac Reid, Stacey Strickland, Sandy Hay

DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION
9/1: David & Stacey Strickland
9/8: Sarah & John Cook

SEPTEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS
Sandy Hay and Ashley & Kyle Burross, Co-Captains
Sarah & John Cook, Eric Hartman, Mac Reid, Sally Wilson, Scot Hafley, Hollie
Murphey, Nancy Smith, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Ronnie James, David & Stacey
Strickland, Davidson Cook, Isabell Murphey.

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .
Church Number
940-692-2282
FAX Number 940-696-3085
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister
692-2282
Rev. Josh deSteiguer, Minister of Youth Ministries
692-2282
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries
692-2282
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries
763-8515
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator
691-7265
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First
687-2231
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School
692-3640
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries
337-1712
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary
Tina Williams, Financial Secretary
Karen Watson, Receptionist
Debbie Watson, Organist
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Sunday, September 1, 2019
PANTRY SUNDAY FOR INTERFAITH
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Adult Forum: Generations of the Church (Fellowship Hall)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary)
NO Sunday Evening Activities
Monday, September 2, 2019
LABOR DAY
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed
Tuesday, September 3, 2019
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (T-F)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (T-F)
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 222)
11:00-1:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers Mtg (Rm 310)
11:30-1:30 “On Hold” Caregivers Support Group
(2414/2416 Barbados)
2:00 Library Committee (Library)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups
7:00 Evangelism Ministry/Welcome Team Training (Rm 310)
Wednesday, September 4, 2019
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel)
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 220)
2:00-8:30 Vision Team Mtg (Rm 310)
5:30 Neighborhood Meal (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00 First Kidz (Grades Pre-K-5th) (Rm 402)
7:00-8:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, September 5, 2019
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor)
Friday, September 6, 2019
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 220)
Saturday, September 7, 2019
10:00-4:00 MSU Choir (Stratten/Fellowship Halls)
Sunday, September 8, 2019
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary)
12:00 Youth (Grades 6-12) Parents Mtg (Rm 403)
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5)
5:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) Parents Mtg (Rm 402)
5:00-7:00 Chi Rho & CYF (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
5:45-7:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402)
Monday, September 9, 2019
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (M-F)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-F)
9:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel)
10:30 Christian Women’s Fellowship “CWF” Board Mtg (Rm 310
11:45 CWF Luncheon (Fellowship Hall)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, September 10, 2019
9:30 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 222)
10:00 YAS Music (Tues. & Wed.) (Rm 220)
2:00 Library Committee (Library)
6:00 Membership Ministry Mtg (Parlor)
6:00 Property Ministry Mtg (Rm 310)
6:00 Outreach Ministry Mtg (Library)
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups
7:00 Worship Ministry Mtg (Rm 222)
Wednesday, September 11, 2019
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel)
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 220)
5:30 Neighborhood Meal (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00 First Kidz (Grades Pre-K-5th) (Rm 402)
7:00-8:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym)
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, September 12, 2019
10:00 YAS Chapel (Thurs. & Fri.) (Chapel)
1:15-3:30 Dunk a Minister (Frank & Joe’s in Parker Square)
5:00 MSU Mustang Meals (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Through the Bible in a Year (Rm 310)
Friday, September 13, 2019
7:00 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy)
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 220)

