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1 Praise the LORD! How good it is to sing praises to our God; for he is gracious, and a 
song of praise is fitting. 2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of 
Israel. 3 He heals the broken-hearted, and binds up their wounds. 4 He determines the 
number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names. 5 Great is our Lord, and 
abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure. 6 The LORD lifts up the 
downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the ground. 
 
7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre. 8 He covers 
the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass grow on the hills. 9 He 
gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry. 10 His delight is 
not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner; 11 but the 
LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.  
 
12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 13 For he strengthens the bars 
of your gates; he blesses your children within you. 14 He grants peace within your 
borders; he fills you with the finest of wheat. 15 He sends out his command to the earth; 
his word runs swiftly. 16 He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes. 17 He hurls 
down hail like crumbs—who can stand before his cold? 18 He sends out his word, and 
melts them; he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 19 He declares his word to 
Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 20 He has not dealt thus with any other 
nation; they do not know his ordinances. Praise the LORD! 

 

 
While our students might tell us that summer is the time for a break from 

learning that will not be the case here this morning.  I thought we should begin with 

a little Hebrew vocabulary lesson.  And why not do it in a fun way…by singing that 

familiar VBS song, Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah, Praise Ye the Lord! 

“Hallelujah” is a compound word.  It’s actually two Hebrew words put together.  

The Hebrew word “hallel” is a verb meaning “to praise.”  The noun “Yah” is an 

abbreviation of the personal name for himself that God gave to Moses: Yahweh.  

So, what you just sang was “Praise God” or “Praise the Lord!” 
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Yet what should be made clear is that “hallelujah” is an imperative, a command.  

It’s not a word we speak to God, but a word we speak to each other about God.  

That’s why we sang, “Praise YE the Lord!”  It’s something we command each other 

to do.  Essentially, “hallelujah” means “You there, praise the Lord!” 

That’s what we’re asking each other to do this morning as we begin our new 

worship series, Summer in the Psalms.  For the next ten weeks – for the rest of the 

summer – we are going to use the church’s original hymnbook to see how it shaped 

the worldviews of both Jews and the early Christians.  Of even more importance is 

learning how the Psalms can shape you and me as well. 

Biblical professor N.T. Wright described the Psalms as being: 

 

“…Full of power and passion, horrendous misery and unrestrained 

jubilation, tender sensitivity and powerful hope.  Anyone at all whose heart is 

open to new dimensions of human experience, anyone who loves good 

writing, anyone who wants a window into the bright lights and dark corners of 

the human soul – anyone open to the beautiful expressions of a larger vision 

of reality should react to these poems like someone who hasn’t had a good 

meal for a week or two.”i 

 

One of the former Senior Ministers of this congregation, Eugene Brice, was more 

succinct.  He called the book of Psalms “a mirror of all that moves us in life.”ii 

The fact is, the Psalms contain all the emotions of our souls; or as our kids would 

say it, the Psalms contain “all the feels.”  Feeling thankful?  There’s a psalm for that.  

Feeling sorrowful?  There’s a psalm for that, too.  Feeling needy, or remorseful, or 
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beaten down by your enemies?  There are psalms for those emotions as well.  And 

there are psalms like this morning’s from Psalm 147 that call us to sing “hallelujah!” 

When we think about the emotion that fits psalms of praise, we tend to lean 

towards the joyful end of the spectrum, something like this: 

 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah (Handel) 

 

We tend to think of praise as something joyful, bold, and loud.  And so we sing 

“hallelujah” exuberantly.  But, this is not the only kind of hallelujah. 

 

Maybe there's a God above 
But all I've ever learned from love 

Was how to shoot somebody who outdrew ya 
And it's not a cry that you hear at night 
It's not somebody who's seen the light 

It's a cold and it's a broken Hallelujah 
 

Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 

 
Hallejuah (Jeff Buckley) 

 
Our lives are also characterized by “cold and broken hallelujahs.”  After all, 

nearly all of us can recount painful situations, difficult circumstances, and shameful 

injustices throughout the courses of our lives…moments when offering a big, bold, 

joyful hallelujah may not have made much sense. 



4 

In the book of Psalms, there are three collections of praise psalms.  Psalms 113-

118 are called the “Egyptian Hallel” as they praise God for delivering the Israelites 

from oppression in Egypt.  The second collection, Psalms 120-136, are known as 

the “Great Hallel.”  We will look at these psalms more fully when we talk about 

worship psalms later this summer.  And the third collection, Psalms 146-150, are 

termed the “Concluding” or “Weekday Hallel”  These psalms begin and end with 

the word “Hallelujah.”  Our scripture lesson from Psalm 147 is a part of this 

collection. 

One of the reasons these are known as the “Weekday Hallel” is that faithful Jews 

pray these psalms every morning.  In Judaism, these psalms are recited as part of the 

Pesukei dezimra.  Just as an athlete warms up before the game or the choir before 

singing, the Pesukei dezimra functions like a warm-up.  It gets a devout Jew ready to 

pray.  In fact, it is said that the Pesukei dezimra is said so that an individual will have 

praised God before making requests.  After all, it would be rude to start with a 

request. 

These psalms are said every morning, regardless of how one feels, or regardless 

of what is happening in the world.  Singing and praying the psalms day-by-day and 

month-by-month, molded the character and shaped the worldview of the Jews.  

These psalms shaped their reading of the rest of scripture.  It fueled and resourced 

the active lives they were leading and the burning hopes that kept them trusting 

their God, the world’s creator, even when everything seemed bleak and barren.iii  

Perhaps Psalm 147 could do the same in the day-to-day reality of our lives. 

The first section of Psalm 147 begins with “hallelujah” - the command to praise 

the Lord.  But then it describes those things that don’t seem praise-worthy: being 

outcast, brokenhearted, and downtrodden.  These are things we are familiar with.  



5 

We’ve been on the outside looking in.  We’ve had pain inflicted upon us by those 

we love.  We’ve experienced moments of spiritual or moral or financial hardship.  

But what Psalm 147 tells us is that these aren’t things God does nothing about.  No, 

Psalm 147 describes a God who has not forgotten us – a God who is a friend to the 

wretch and the exile; who heals and binds up the wounds of the injured; who 

elevates and sets upright those who’ve been knocked down.  And when we say 

“hallelujah” in these cold and broken situations, we aren’t naïvely saying, 

“everything’s okay.”  Instead, we are acknowledging verse 5 - the Lord’s 

understanding is beyond measure, beyond what we can comprehend or make sense 

of.  We are saying, as Louis Evely so aptly put it, “I believe that one day I will 

understand…I believe that there finally will be a meaning.”iv 

The second section, verses 7-11, describes a God who is at work in nature.  Here 

we find descriptions of God making rain to fall, causing grass to grow, and 

providing food for the animals.  At first, this section seems a little anticlimactic.  

Yet, there’s a little backstory here.  Throughout the Old Testament we find a 

centuries-long competition between Baal, the storm god of the Canaanites, and 

Yahweh, the God of Israel.  At the time the psalms were written, there was a 

temptation among the people to worship the chief gods of the land as well as the 

God of the Exodus.  Psalm 147 says that you can’t do both.  

While today our understanding of science might prevent us from worshiping a 

storm god, we aren’t immune from praising multiple gods.  We praise those who 

build great business empires.  We praise those who acquire the most stuff and the 

most fame.   We praise those who make the final shot or hit the home run or cross 

the finish line first.  Yet, verses 10 and 11 tell us these are not the things that please 

God.  God does not need impressive displays of human power or success.v  God 



6 

apparently looks inward and weighs people’s hearts.  Those who fear God and hope 

in God – those who yield themselves to God - are the ones who impress God.  

Who is ultimately reliable and worthy of praise?  Only God. 

The final section of Psalm 147 brings it all together.  This section pulls together 

the first two sections by interweaving grace with nature.  Verses 13 and 14 detail 

that, by God’s grace, the people of God are protected.  God’s children – those 

outcast, brokenhearted, and downtrodden people - are blessed by their Heavenly 

Father with peace and provision.  Verses 15-18 contain the nature theme.  God 

sends the snow and ice of winter, followed by the soft melting breezes of spring.  

Then, in verses 19-20, the theme of grace returns as God’s chosen people are 

distinguished from all other nations.  The psalmist is trying to make a point through 

this interweaving of themes.  It’s designed to give us a unified theology of divine 

sovereignty by placing God’s concern for his people and his control of the world 

side by side.vi  God’s creative work (stars, wheat, water, snow, wind) and God’s 

redemptive work (saving, healing, protecting) are so closely united that they become 

essentially indistinguishable.vii  To say this another way, God’s dealing with a 

particular people – Israel and the church – is for the fulfillment of God’s purposes 

for all creation.  And the way God accomplishes this purpose is through God’s 

Word.   

The psalmist reminds us that the Word of God put the stars in place and named 

them all.  The Word of God commanded the seasons on earth.  The Word of God 

gave clear direction and identity to those who fear the Lord and keep his 

commandments.  And best of all, Psalm 147 intimates that the word of God came 

down to earth from beyond the stars, became part of the earth by taking on a 

human body – an incarnation - and died for the sins of those who did not live by, or 
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even know, the statutes and ordinances of Israel.viii  As the Gospel of John later says 

it, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…All 

things came into being through him…And the Word became flesh and lived among us…full of 

grace and truth.  (John 1:1, 3, 14)  This is why Psalm 147 is regularly read during the 

Christmas season.  What it makes abundantly clear is that God’s word carries out his 

intents.  And for those of us on this side of the saving acts of the cross, we can see 

exactly how that was done in Jesus Christ.  The story [that] the Psalms tell is the 

story Jesus came to complete.ix   

Over the next ten weeks, we are going to see this truth again-and-again.  The 

psalms tell the story Jesus came to complete.  But as we reflect on this truth, we 

need to understand something clearly about how we think about and use the psalms 

in worship and in our personal spiritual lives.  We tend to think of the purpose of 

singing in worship as something we do as part of our relationship with God, as 

something we do for God.  We offer our praise.  But Psalm 147 and the other 

psalms of the Concluding Hallel point in a different direction.  In these psalms, we are 

called to come to worship, to learn the praise of God, and to go out into the world 

and sing these songs (these psalms) out there.  And the praise that Psalm 147 calls 

for has a specific content: it is testimony about God.  We are to bear witness to all who 

hear that God is God.x  

Sometime this next week, either you or someone you come in contact with is 

going to be challenged with the choice of whether to offer praise.  It might come in 

the sheer joy of a child’s birth.  It might come in the joy of a promotion or in a 

completed project at work.  Or it might come in the heartache of a dear friend’s 

illness or the death of a loved one.  And the challenge for us in each of these 

situations will be to say hallelujah.  “It’s not about me, God…it’s about You.” 
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But a word of caution.  It would be a mistake to say that we need to do this 

because everything that happens in our lives is the will of God.  I think that will 

make you an atheist.  But, what Psalm 147 tells us is to say hallelujah because in 

every circumstance and situation of life, God is at work doing something.  We may 

not understand it, it may not make sense, but what Psalm 147 assures us of is that 

our Gracious, Creator God is at work doing more than we could ask for or imagine. 

This is why the rabbis of old called for the Pesukei dezimra to be recited everyday.  

They believed that a special blessing awaited those who began each day with eyes 

and a heart open to what God was doing throughout the day.  And I believe the 

same can be true for us.  Tomorrow morning, Tuesday morning, Wednesday 

morning…no matter what, begin with a moment of praise.  Because God is at work 

in our lives.  Hallelujah!  You there…praise the Lord! 
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