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UPCOMING FALL ACTIVITIES 

We hope you’ll join us 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 

to welcome 
DR. MARK BENDER AND FAMILY 

 
Dr. Bender will be preaching and we’ll have a  

Fellowship Luncheon following the 10:45 Service. 
 

Please make your reservations in worship or 
by calling the Church Office. 

Fall Bible Study 
The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller 

 In The Prodigal God, Timothy Keller uses one of the 
best-known Christian parables to reveal an unexpected 
message of hope and salvation. Taking his trademark 
intellectual approach to understanding Christianity, Keller 
uncovers the essential message of Jesus, locked inside 
his most familiar parable. Within that parable, Jesus 
reveals God’s prodigal grace toward both the irreligious 
and the moralistic. This book will challenge both the 
devout and skeptics to see Christianity in a whole new 
way. 
 Timothy Keller, a New York Times bestselling author, 
is the founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
in Manhattan, which he started in 1989 with his wife, 
Kathy, and three young sons. For 28 years he led a 
diverse congregation of young professionals that grew to 
a weekly attendance of over 5,000. Dr. Keller was born 
and raised in Pennsylvania and educated at Bucknell 
University, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, and 
Westminster Theological Seminary. 
 Join Sheri Sutton as she leads this six-week study 
beginning Wednesday, September 19th, in Room 310. The 
first session will begin at 10:15 am. All subsequent 
sessions will begin at 10:30 am. Call the church office at 
692-2282 to register. You may purchase a book for $12 in 
the office or at the first session. 

Grow in Grace Choir 
 Grow in Grace Choir begins Sunday, September 9th, 
from 5:00-5:45 pm in the Choir Room. All children from 
kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to come and 
join in Christian songs as well as learn about music. We 
sing many songs based on Bible verses, and that’s the 
best way to remember God’s word! Hope you join us for a 
fun time of music! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chancel Ringers 
 Chancel Ringers needs a few new ringers to come 
and join us on Sunday, September 9th, from 3:45-5:00 pm 
in the Choir Room. You don’t have to read music 
(although that’s a plus!). You just need to be able to count 
to 4 or maybe 6! Our choir enjoys working on music and 
then sharing it in worship about once a month. We also 
have several Christmas songs we play at the Christmas 
dinner, and we have 2 Sundays a year that are devoted to 
handbell music.  
 If you have any questions about either choir, please 
call Jeanette Showalter, at 781-5199. 



Children’s Ministry News! 
by Claire Baer 

The beginning of a new school year can be 
stressful and anxiety inducing. There are so 
many expectations placed on young people 
and the pressure of it all can sometimes be 
too much to handle. As a parent, it can be so 

easy to minimize your child’s anxiety or to try and fix the 
problem without allowing the child to work through it on 
their own. One of my favorite tools I have on my bookshelf 
is “Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments At Home”, 
written by Traci Smith. This book is full of rituals and 
activities that can be done at home as a family to enrich 
your spiritual lives. One of my favorite “ceremonies” that 
she includes is called “Wash Away Worry.” For this 
ceremony all you need is some chalk, water, and a 
sidewalk or chalk board. If your child is anxious about 
something, have them write it down or draw it with the 
chalk. They can discuss this anxiety with you or they can 
simply keep it to themselves. This is a spiritual practice 
between them and God. It is important that you as the 
adult participate in the activity too. Explain that we all 
have worries and anxiety and they are all valid. Whether 
we choose to share our worries with others or keep them 
to ourselves, we can have peace knowing that God knows 
what is on our hearts and we can give it to God. Once 

Discovery Class Hosts HHH Riders 
by Cindy Hernandez 

It was another successful year of hosting riders for the Hotter than Hell Hundred at First Christian Church. We had 75 riders find a 
comfortable place to rest, have two filling meals and a welcome shower after their grueling ride on their bicycles. We also provide a 
prayer service Friday night to pray for safety and a massage therapist for those who need to get those muscles ready for the ride. A 
big thank you to the Discovery Sunday School Class for volunteering their time and hard work. We truly enjoy this event, opening our 
doors to strangers who become long time friends. This was our 11th year, after being charged by Johnny Costello to offer this service 
because of the overwhelming need by the city. A new rider takes a chance on staying with us to take care of them and they are so 
happy after it is over because of our attention and hospitality we show them. Some of the quotes from some of the riders: "Thank you 
for everything! It just gets better year after year.", "Thank you so much for your hospitality." and "Your spaghetti is better than Olive 
Garden!" The donations that we receive go into the class fund and go toward funding items that are not covered by the church budget. 
Thank you to the church for allowing us to provide this service to the HHH riders and now friends. 

WEEKLY SUNDAY RIDDLE 

Eva Whiting is sharing her weekly riddle with Elder Ricky Scales 
and Director of Youth Ministries Josh deSteiguer. The Elders & 
Minister look forward to this laugh every week! 

your worries are written you simply wash them away. 
Close with a prayer asking God to take those worries and 
work in your lives for your good and for God’s glory.  

I hope that you can use this ceremony, or your own 
version of it, to help bring God’s love and peace into our 
sometimes overwhelming lives.  



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., Aug. 21). . . . . . . . . . . . 
The Neighborhood (Wed., Aug. 22). . . . . . . . .16 
8:40  Worship. . . 34  10:45 Worship. . . .172 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222 
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . .97 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,215.67 
Sunday Receipts for 8/26/18 $7,601.87 
Through Aug. 27: Income $499,722.47 Expenses $506,705.87 

This Sunday: 
 

“The Place You Didn’t Know Was Home” 
Acts 16:1-15 

Dr. David Hartman Jr. 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
The Challenger is biweekly, so NO Challenger next week! 

FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Monday. 
 

 The Pulpit Supply Committee is excited to 
announce the following all-star line-up of our own & guest 
ministers for August & September! 
Sept. 2nd:  Dr. Dave Hartman 
Sept. 9th:  Dr. Mark Bender’s 1st Sunday 
 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach Services will 
be this Sunday, September 2nd. Items for collection will be 
peanut butter, jelly, and any canned vegetables. Also, if you 
travel and have any unopened hotel toiletries, Interfaith 
Outreach Services would love to have them for their care sacks. 
Thank you for the 159 pounds of items delivered for the month 
of August! 
 
 Prime Timers Luncheon will be this Sunday, 
September 2nd, at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 Labor Day Holiday! The Church Building, Offices & 
All Programs will be CLOSED on Monday, September 3rd. 
 
 The September gathering of On Hold, our support group 
for caregivers of all kinds, will be Tuesday, September 4th, at 
2414/2416 Barbados from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Just look for the 
ON HOLD sign out in front. This informal, come-and-go setting 
includes a light meal/refreshments and conversation aimed at 
support and encouragement. ON HOLD is a ministry to women 
and men who place their own lives “on hold” while they care for 
loved ones--grandchildren, aging parents, or anyone in between. 
 
 JTS Beginning September 9th! Journey 
Through Scripture will begin on Sunday, September 9th, in the 
Parlor at 9:45 am with the theme “Great Themes of the Bible” 
using both the Old and New Testament to learn more abut 
various religious topics. Larry Spradley will be leading the 
journey. 
 
 Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF) begins 
a new year of fellowship and service in September with a 
luncheon in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, September 10th, at 
11:45 am. Our theme this year will be “Women of Faith and 
Their Influence in Our Community.” Our speaker will be Debra 
Dyason from First Step, an organization that provides support 
for survivors of domestic abuse. All women of this congregation 
are invited and encouraged to become part of this effort to serve 
our church and our community as disciples of Christ. 
 
 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study! Do you 
enjoy good conversation? How about delicious breakfast food? 
Bring a friend and attend the FCC Men’s Breakfast & Bible 
Study on Friday morning, September 14th, from 7:00-8:00 am, at 
the Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy. 
 
 Member News:  

Hospitalized: in Rehab at Dripping Springs TX is Kevin 
Coleman. Released and back home are Gayle Salazar & 
Margaret Scales. 

Our sympathies are extended to the Diane Brown Family 
on learning of the death of Diane on August 25th in San Antonio 
TX. Services are pending. 

Congratulations to Kalyn & Blake Dabbs on the birth of 
their daughter, Clara Grace Dabbs, on August 15th, in Austin TX. 
Clara Grace weighed 7 lbs 10 oz and was 19 1/2 inches long. 
Proud grandparents are Kim & Gary Ballard. 
 

 Welcome New Member! It was a joy to welcome 
Stacey Brown into our fellowship this past Sunday by transfer of 
membership. She began attending at the invitation of Margaret 
Scales. Stacey’s contact info is 109-B Whitney St, 76301, 940-
280-8292. Welcome, Stacey! 
 

 First Time Guests! We are excited to report that 
the following persons visited for the first time on Sunday, August 
19th: Melanie Castillo, Brandon Payne & Kimberly Rodriguez; 
and on August 26th: James Gustafson. 
 

 From the Mailbox. . . 
Dear Fellow Christians, 
 You are about to receive an incredible blessing in the form 
of the ministry of Rev. Dr. Mark Bender. He comes to you on a 
wave of great gratitude and adoration from Northway Christian 
Church. 
 Mark began his ministry at Northway in 2004. His tenure 
began as our Youth Minister. He then served as Associate 
Minister and finally as our Executive Minister. During this time 
we have journeyed with Mark as he completed his Master of 
Divinity degree at Brite Divinity School and his Doctor of Ministry 
at Perkins Theological Seminary. He has led worship, Christian 
education, administration and pastoral care. In addition, Mark 
has been instrumental in the camp and conference program of 
Tri-Area Camping. 
 More than any accomplishments, Northway Christian 
Church knows Mark Bender to be a minister of constant joy and 
optimism, deep Christian spiritual faith and practical wisdom 
combined with theological depth. He has been a tireless servant 
of Jesus Christ in this ministry context. He has been a guide, an 
encourager and friend. We are sending a true servant of God 
and church leader to you! 
 Mark joins an impressive list of Timothy’s who have blessed 
us and have moved to sister congregations across the country. 
We rejoice that God has brought you and Mark together. We are 
confident that he will have a significant and fruitful ministry with 
you. Northway and First Christian have been, and will always be, 
bound together in Christ and through the fellowship of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Now, we have the 
additional connection of our shared pastor, Mark Bender. As his 
ministry unfolds at First Christian Church, his influence will 
continue to be felt here at Northway. We pray that you come to 
love and value Rev. Dr. Mark Bender as we have. 
 We pray for you and ask your prayers for us as both of our 
congregations enter new and exciting chapters of sharing Christ 
with those seeking meaning and purpose. 
   Sincerely, 
   The Congregants of Northway Christian Church 
   By: John A. Ruth, Chair of Elders 





1 W.C. Duncan II 
 Fran Haines 
 
2 Kayln Dabbs 
 Jim Hogan 
 Richard McQuiston 
 
3 Devin Ford 
 Adrian Opela 
 Robert Rafuse 
 Slate Westbrook 
 
4 Dave Hartman Jr. 
 Cindy Hernandez 
 Linda Holllabaugh 
 
5 Rebecca Ferguson 
 
6 Charles Reaves 
 Paige Schroeder 
 
8 Mark Koch 
 
9 Patricia Wearth 
 
10 Olivia Berry 
 Addison Wineinger 
 

11 Katie Black 
 Shirley King Wilson 
 Howard Morris 
 
12 Alli Cobb 
 Joan Stodghill 
 
13 David Puckett 
 
14 Brandon Pontius 
 
15 Kathy Bauer 
 Ronnie James 
 
16 Kevin Ballard 
 Mike Murdock 
 
18 Linda Cook 
 
19 Jon Earley 
 Hailey Wilks 
 
20 Misty Hartley 
 
21 Jim Owens 
 Mary Kathryn Tanner 
 Sherrie Vaccarella 
 

22 Sandra Ross 
 
25 Weylin Miller 
 Russell Wilson 
 
26 Jeana Brunson 
 Maverick Jarmakovitz 
 Donna Long 
 Craig Reynolds 
 Sherri Webb 
 
27 Carol Nowell 
 
28 Priscilla Gibson 
 Doug Kunkle 
 Tiffany Sparks 
 
29 Dana Givens 
 Grace Reynolds 
 
30 Gidget Pettibon 
 
 

5 Dot & James Irl Montgomery 
 
6 Debbie & Mark Turnbow 
 
8 Jeana & Jack Brunson 
 Robin & Darrell Stewart 
 
9 Sheri & Mark Sutton 
 
16 Shirley Craft & Kenn Hill 
 
17 Pat & Bill Thacker 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 

24 Carla & Nathan Moran 
 Emily & Andy Wilson 
 
26 Shelly & Chuck Dalton 
 
29 Amy & Chris Churchill 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, September 2, 2018   
PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
NO Sunday Evening Activities 
Monday, September 3, 2018  
LABOR DAY 
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF” (Tu-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (Tu-F) 
10:00 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 222) 
11:00-1:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Meeting (Central CC-Nocona) 
11:30-1:30 “On Hold” Caregivers Support Group (2414/2416 Barbados) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
 Anger Management (Rm 309)  Parenting (Rm 305 & 306) 
 Rebuilding from Broken Relationships (Rm 307) 
Wednesday, September 5, 2018  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
9:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) / 10:00 YAS Music (Rm 220) 
5:30-6:00 The Neighborhood Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 First Kidz (Grades Pre-K-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00-8:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
7:00-9:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, September 6, 2018 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
Friday, September 7, 2018 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 220) 
5:30 CMF’s MSU Mustang Meals (Fellowship Hall) 
Sunday, September 9, 2018  
DR. MARK BENDER’S FIRST SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Fellowship Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00-7:00 Chi Rho & CYF (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403/Gym) 
5:30-7:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, September 10, 2018   
7:30-6:00 Children Come First “CCF”(M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School “YAS” (M-F) 
9:00 CCF Music (Rm 220) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 222) 
10:30 CWF Board Meeting (Rm 310) 
11:45 CWF Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, September 11, 2018 
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 220) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
 Anger Management (Rm 309)  Parenting (Rm 305 & 306) 
 Rebuilding from Broken Relationships (Rm 307) 
7:00 Outreach Ministry Meeting (Library) 
Wednesday, September 12, 2018  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
9:00 CCF Chapel (Chapel) 
10:00 YAS Music (Rm 220) 
5:30 Neighborhood Meal & CMF’s MSU Mustang Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 First Kidz (Grades Pre-K-5th) (Rm 402) 
7:00 Youth Church Row Fellowship (Grades 6-12) (1st Presbyterian) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, September 13, 2018 
10:00 YAS Chapel (Chapel) 
Friday, September 14, 2018 
7:00 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (Hwy Café, 2808 Jacksboro Hwy) 
9:00 CCF Spanish (Rm 220) 
10:00 YAS Chapel (Chapel) 
 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

9/2: Robert Hernandez, Howard Morris; Sally Hastings, Presiding 
9/9: Dwight Ross III, Emily Wilson; Ann Hunter, Presiding 

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 
9/2: Karen Burross, Sandy Hay, Braelyn Crowe 

9/9: Terry Burross, Ashley Burross, Chris Showalter 

DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 
9/2: Cheryl Caraway & Jill Griffin 

9/9: Karen & Terry Burross and Braelyn Crowe 

SEPTEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 
Cheryl Caraway & John Buckley, Co-Captains 
Bob & Mary Carlton, Jill Griffin, Colleen James, Karen & Terry Burross, Sandy Hay, 
Chris Showalter, Ashley & Kyle Burross, Buddy Edgemon, Lynette Gill, Scot Hafley, 
Ainslee Buckley, Braelyn Crowe. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. Mark Bender, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Josh deSteiguer, Director of Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Rev. Margaret Scales, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 337-1712 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
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