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6He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed 
him. 2On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were astounded. They said, ‘Where did this man get all this? 
What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are 
being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters 
here with us?’ And they took offence at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, 
‘Prophets are not without honour, except in their home town, and among 
their own kin, and in their own house.’ 5And he could do no deed of power 
there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 
6And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about among the 
villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to send them out two by 
two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to 
take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in 
their belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to 
them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 
11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you 
leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.’ 
12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out 
many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.  
 
 

Well church, we have a lot to work with in our scripture this morning. 

This first half of the sixth chapter of Mark is rich in meaning, a roller coaster 

ride in terms of the ministry of Jesus and His followers, and is full of lessons 

for us as the church. Here in this text we see one of the first and in my mind 

greatest setbacks of Jesus’ earthly ministry. We see Jesus whose popularity 

and authority seems to be growing like wild fire, doubted and even rejected in 

his home town, essentially in his home church. Here we also see Jesus’ 
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disciples called upon to take a huge leap of faith and to actively carry forward 

the good news and ministry of their teacher and their lord. This scripture story 

comes at an interesting point in the timeline of Jesus’ work here on earth. It is 

relatively early in His ministry. Jesus is at this point solidifying his disciples 

into a ministry team, he has called them and has spent some time teaching 

them and equipping them to be the backbone of His rapidly expanding 

movement. Jesus has sort of “made his bones” as a teacher and as a prophet. 

People are talking about Him, His teaching, and His power. In the chapters 

leading up to this, Jesus has been traveling around Galilee being a disease 

healing, dead raising, parable teaching, demon whipping rock star of a leader. 

His reputation is beginning to catch up with him. 

Just previous to this less than victorious homecoming, we see some of 

Jesus’ best known miracles. The calming of the sea happens in chapter four. 

The fifth chapter tells the story of meeting a man who is possessed by unclean 

spirits who the locals find terrifying. Jesus heals the man by casting the 

demons into a herd of two thousand hogs who then run into the sea and drown. 

Then Jesus raises a young girl from the dead just after this, and heals a woman 

of a disease who only touched the hem of his robe. It is understandable to 

expect Jesus to then have a sort of triumphant homecoming. I would expect 

His home town to throw a parade, or a barbeque, or give him the key to the 

town. However the reaction we see is very, very different. Here we see Jesus 

confronted with an age old truth. It doesn’t matter how big you get, how much 

you accomplish, or even if you are so powerful that people are healed by 

touching the hem of your jeans, you are always thought of as a kid by the 
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people who raised you. I have to say that this is one part of Jesus’ story that I 

can identify with. Going home to a small town and trying to convince the 

people who knew you your entire life that you have changed and that you have 

grown. I bet it was a little intimidating for Jesus to stand there and essentially 

preach from the pulpit of the church that raised Him. I wonder who he saw 

when he looked out into the congregation that morning. Did he blush at the 

sight of his elementary school teacher who knew Him as a child? Did He try 

not to make eye contact with the siblings of His teenage running buddies who 

could tell many an embarrassing story about his wilder younger years? Or did 

he see the people who knew about his first well deserved speeding ticket and 

alerted His parents before he even got home? Or the parents of his prom date 

from high school? Ok maybe those last two are just me. Yes for sure it is 

difficult returning to the small tight knit community you grew up in. 

The people in Jesus’ home town respond to Him initially with pride and 

amazement. “Where did He get this wisdom”, “look what powerful works he 

does”. They are amazed at this hometown boy turned prodigy. Then however 

they start to feel that Jesus is getting just a little too big for his britches. They 

remind themselves and Jesus that they knew Him as an ordinary man, a 

worker, a carpenter. They knew Him, they knew His family and His siblings. 

At this their amazement turns to doubt and even to offence. Mark tells us that 

because of this doubt Jesus doesn’t perform many healings or even any of the 

moving teachings that he is known for here in his own home town. It is evident 

here that the very people who thought they knew Jesus the best, who are 

obviously people of faith, are challenged when they meet a Jesus who is not 
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who they expect Him to be. Maybe there is a cautionary note there for us who 

think we know all about Jesus. 

I also have to wonder how the disciples reacted to this doubt, to this first 

setback of Jesus’ ministry. They are used to seeing Jesus blow the crowds 

away, heal the masses, open the minds of the people with His teaching. But 

here, they too encounter a different Jesus than the one they think they know. 

Here they see the human side of Jesus, who grew up in a small town as a 

regular guy, and who is now rejected by the very people who raised him. I’m 

betting that some of their own doubts and insecurities are beginning to creep 

in. I’m sure they are beginning to question their own call to follow Jesus. They 

might even have been wondering what Jesus was getting them into. In the 

midst of this setback and being faced with doubt, Jesus does something 

unexpected. He doesn’t make a case to them why they should stay the course, 

He doesn’t try to calm their fears or explain away their doubts. Instead he 

charges them to step out on faith in a way that they never have before. He 

sends them out not as a whole group, not by his side, but in pairs. He sends 

them out to act on His behalf as teachers of God’s word, as healers of the sick 

and the broken. What an amazing responsibility that Christ gave them and 

what a humbling responsibility that this is still the calling of us, the church 

today. Jesus calls them to take the next step of their faith journey without 

knowing where it will lead. I am amazed at the seeming lack of preparation or 

lack of organization with which Jesus sends them out on this mission. They are 

told to go with only the clothes on their back, the shoes on their feet, and a 

walking stick. They are going to be completely dependent on God to open 
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doors for them. They are to be completely dependent on God moving in the 

hearts of others to provide for their most basic needs like food and lodging. As 

someone who just came back from a mission trip, Jesus packing list and 

itinerary makes me almost have a panic attack. I think that if in the days prior 

to our mission trip I told the youth and parents to not pack or send a change of 

clothes, and that we would find our lodging and gas money along the way, that 

I might not have a job today. I find Jesus’ charge to the disciples absolutely 

awe inspiring and also a little bit terrifying. Yet in the midst of doubt and 

doors slamming in their face the disciples step out in faith, and head out to do 

the work God’s Kingdom. And as people who get to see the rest of the story, 

we know that this leads them to an adventure in ministry that beyond their 

wildest dreams and that they will encounter the power of the Holy Spirit in 

astonishing ways when they accept this intimidating call. I know that this has 

been the case in my own calling as well. 

Here in Mark we see two very different responses to the call of Christ. 

We see two groups of people who thought they knew Jesus but who encounter 

a side of Him they have never seen before. One group, His home church if you 

will, respond with questions and with doubt. The other, His disciples, respond 

with faith, belief, and with action. Initially it is easy to see the crowd in the 

synagogue in a critical or negative way. It is easy to think that we would never 

respond to Jesus in such a doubting way. However I think that we separate 

ourselves from this part of the story all too soon. Maybe if we are honest we 

have more in common with the people in this story than we would like to 

admit. You see, like us these are people of faith, they worship God and keep 
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God’s commandments and have turned out in droves to hear Jesus speak. They 

even acknowledge that Jesus has great wisdom and great power. Yet still they 

miss the mark. This however does not come from a distance from Jesus, or 

from not knowing Him; instead they think they know Him all too well. Many 

of them probably had a relationship with Jesus for their entire lives. They think 

they know who He is, they think they know what His message and work 

should look like. It is not until the Jesus they meet does not match up to the 

Jesus they expect, that they become uncomfortable and close themselves off 

from following His call. I feel that their example serves as a note of caution for 

us, the church. We too know Jesus. We also have a long held relationship with 

Him. Like the people of Jesus’ home town we often think we know who Jesus 

is, how He works, how we are to respond. However I feel that we need to 

realize that for us, as for them, Jesus just might show up in a new way, with a 

new message, and a new calling for us. We have to remember that the Christ 

we follow is bigger than our experience, bigger than our knowledge, and 

bigger than our expectations or any notion we have of Him. We have to be 

cognizant of the fact that Jesus may also be calling us to follow Him to 

ministry that is outside of what we expect, or to people outside of our comfort 

zone. We must strive to realize that like the people in this story, we can never 

have Jesus all figured out. We must realize that in order to truly get where 

Jesus is calling us to go that we may have to be ready to challenge our own 

ideas about what Jesus’ work should look like. We too may have to confront 

our own ideas, our own doubt. We may find ourselves called to accept the fact 

that we will never have Jesus all figured out and that He may call us into a 



7 

relationship with him that is different than we expected or to work as the 

church in ways that are beyond our expectations. 

Once we are open to experiencing a Jesus who is far more than we could 

have expected, then we find ourselves in the same boat as the disciples. We 

find ourselves being sent to do Christs teaching and healing work in ways that 

we could not have imagined. The fact that the disciples undertook this 

challenge and lived into their calling in the midst of setbacks and being 

surrounded with doubt should both comfort and embolden us. In many ways I 

have seen this church answer the mighty and scary call of Christ during this 

time of transition. When I see the way in which the disciples have to trust God 

to direct them to the right open doors to meet their needs I feel that our own 

search committee can identify with the disciples. The way in which I have seen 

this group of faithful believers persevere and prayerfully trust God as doors 

were both opened and closed to them has been amazing. They have served as a 

faithful example of what it looks like to step out on faith like the disciples in 

our own time and place; and now we are seeing how God has guided their 

steps and their ministry all along the way. When we see the overwhelmingly 

important work of witness and healing that the disciples are charged with, I am 

reminded of how our elders have stepped up in an amazing way to take up the 

healing and witnessing ministry of pastoral care during this time of transition. 

They have a list that is a mile long, and I am absolutely humbled by the way 

they have faithfully leaned into this sacred task. Church, we are blessed to be 

surrounded and led by faithful leaders such as these. 
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When we encounter this story full of a Jesus who defies expectations, and 

people who respond in both doubtful and faithful ways, I feel that we see the 

church’s story. We are reminded that we must never think we know Jesus so 

well that He can’t surprise us. We are shown that the call to follow Christ 

might include not knowing the full plan, might include facing our own doubts 

and fears, and yes may include closed doors and setbacks. Yet this story is full 

of good news for us. When we are open to experiencing Christ in new and 

unexpected ways, and are willing to walk boldly in faith in the midst of doubt 

and setbacks, I know that we First Christian Church will experience the 

providence and power of Jesus Christ in ways that are greater than we could 

have possibly imagined.  Amen. 


