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6After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called 
the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw 
the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and 
sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the 
Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards 
him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to 
eat?’ 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to 
do. 7Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages* would not buy enough bread 
for each of them to get a little.’ 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said to him, 9‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 
two fish. But what are they among so many people?’ 10Jesus said, ‘Make the 
people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they 
sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and 
when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; 
so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he 
told his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may 
be lost.’ 13So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five 
barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 
14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This 
is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’  
15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force 
to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17got into a 
boat, and started across the lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and 
Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The lake became rough because a strong 
wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles,* they 
saw Jesus walking on the lake and coming near the boat, and they were 
terrified. 20But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’ 21Then they 
wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the 
land towards which they were going.  
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 Our scripture reading today contains two of Jesus’ most well-known 

miracles. In the sixth chapter of John we see the feeding of the five thousand, 

and Jesus walking on water. It would be harder to imagine two miracles or 

stories that are more closely identified with who Jesus is or are as broadly 

known as these. As far back as I can remember these stories have been a part 

of my faith, and I’m sure it is the same for many of you. From my earliest 

memories of Sunday school and Vacation Bible school these were two stories 

that always caught my attention. Miracle stories kind of work that way. While 

Jesus’ teachings and life may be confusing or if we are honest even 

challenging, who doesn’t love seeing Jesus reaching outside of the laws of 

physics to prove that He is God incarnate. We love to see Jesus amazing the 

crowds and terrifying the disciples. In the New Testament, I kind of see these 

miracle stories as the action sequences of the movie so to speak. I especially 

like the feeding of the five thousand because well, any story where there is an 

all you can eat buffet kind of grabs my often wandering attention. Yes this is a 

well-known and well-loved passage of scripture for me indeed, yet when we 

look at this story again, I feel that maybe it speaks to us in new and exciting 

ways, as only the word of God can do. So let’s turn our attention to this well-

known story, and see what it says to us as followers of the one who multiplies 

bread and fish and walks on water in the middle of a storm. 

 This story finds itself somewhat in the middle of the whirlwind that was 

Jesus’ earthly ministry. If you were here two Sundays ago we looked at Jesus 

preaching in His home synagogue where he was rejected by the people who 

knew him so well. In the midst of that setback the disciples are asked to make 
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a tremendous leap of faith and to go out on their own to spread Jesus’ message. 

This story picks up just after they return. Last week Pastor Hubert preached 

from the texts surrounding this same pair of miracles as it is told in the Gospel 

of Mark talking about when Jesus encounters this very same crowd and picks 

back up directly after this very same wild boat ride across the Sea of Galilee. 

The disciples have at this point rejoined Jesus after their first mission trip 

without Him, and the band is back together so to speak preaching and teaching. 

I’m sure after going it on their own for a bit, that at this point the disciples are 

feeling a little more comfortable, they are back with their teacher, back with 

each other. I’m sure the rejection that Jesus faced in his own home town just 

weeks before was quickly forgotten when the disciples saw this huge crowd of 

people who had turned out to hear Jesus. They might have even been patting 

themselves on the back a little bit thinking that they had been a part of 

spreading the message that had drawn so many eager people to this deserted 

place. Then, as so often happens to the disciples, the rug is pulled out from 

under them. Jesus looks at one of his disciples, Phillip, and asks him how are 

we going to feed all these people? The text explicitly says that Jesus was kind 

of getting Phillip’s goat with this as He knew what the answer would be. And 

man does Phillip take the bait. He suddenly finds himself charged with feeding 

this huge crowd before him. And while this is called the feeding of the five 

thousand, most historians agree that in actuality, that would have probably 

only been counting the adult men so it was probably much larger than that. I 

would have hated to be Phillip standing there with Jesus looking to me for an 

answer I could not possibly provide. I think though that many of us can 
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identify a bit with Phillip though. How many of us have planned an event or a 

meeting and then realized at the last minute that we overlooked some huge 

detail. And for Phillip here is the boss looking over his shoulder and pointing 

this out to him. Andrew then comes up with some loaves and fish because this 

one poor little boy had offered up his lunch box to Jesus and the disciples. He 

is looking at the situation logically and asks how far will this get us, knowing 

that by any amount of human math it will not be nearly enough. The disciples 

are starting to get pretty panicked I would assume. Jesus has asked them to do 

the impossible. He has given them a task, a ministry, in that moment that they 

are unequipped and utterly unqualified for. On the surface they have every 

right to be panicked, worried, and doubtful. However, they are missing the 

most important point the story. Phillip and Andrew are thinking, talking, 

crunching the numbers and doing the math but they are forgetting something. 

That something is who is standing between them, who is asking them to do 

this, it is Jesus. All they see is the crowd, the problem, the lack of resources 

and abilities. They are looking right past the answer. They have seen Jesus do 

mighty and miraculous things like turn water into wine and heal a paralyzed 

man. They have preached and taught about Jesus. Yet, when faced with a 

challenge that was too big for them to handle on their own, it is as if they 

forget that He is with them. Their response shows that they are all caught up in 

telling Jesus how big their problem is when they should have been showing 

their problems how big Jesus is. And that is a lesson for us today as it was for 

the disciples on that mountain. Yet, in the midst of all of their doubt and 

confusion we see an amazing example of faithfully committing you have to 
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Christ. We see it not from the disciples, or any leader of the crowd, but from 

this little boy. He is mentioned in only one sentence, he isn’t even named. 

However, when he hears Jesus and His disciples having this discussion about 

needing food he offers them what he has. This kid doesn’t know how what he 

has could ever be enough for what is needed but he knows enough to give it to 

Jesus. The rest is history of course, Jesus does what Jesus is known for, and 

does the miraculous. He pulls off a potluck that would make any southern 

grandmother proud, everyone leaves full, stuffed even, and with plenty of 

leftovers. 

 On the surface it is easy for us to just lump this story in with the many 

miracles which Jesus performs. We can easily see this as just a story of Jesus 

once again showing His power and amazing the disciples. However, this is not 

just a good story, but one that places a call on us as Jesus’ followers today. 

This story shows us some important things about how Jesus works, and how 

we are to work as His followers in the world. The feeding of the five thousand 

shows us that Jesus does not work according to human accounting, logic, or 

math, no matter how much that might give us heartburn as individuals and as a 

church. And when we think about it this is far from the only example of Jesus 

not working by the numbers as we as humans see them. By human logic few 

loaves and fish will not feed thousands, but Jesus doesn’t play by our rules. By 

human logic twelve scruffy fisherman are not enough to spread the good news 

that will change the world but Jesus doesn’t play by our rules. By human logic 

Jesus dying on the cross could not cover all of our sin and our brokenness and 

give us eternal life but praise God, Jesus does not play by human rules. You 
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see, this story is not some one-off example of Jesus using the little that 

someone gives Him to do amazing things. This is the story of our faith, this is 

the story of the church, this is our story. Christ calling His followers to do 

something that seems impossible, them showing up with what they have, and 

Christ multiplying them to do amazing things. 

A couple weeks ago we went to Cane Ridge meeting house, a little log 

cabin in the middle of nowhere where in 1804 a controversial young pastor and 

a small group of faithful pioneers felt Christ calling them to invite Methodists, 

Presbyterians, and Baptists together for preaching and communion. At looking 

at their church they did not have a lot to offer, but they committed it to Christ 

and that became a movement revival which led to the Disciples of Christ, the 

denomination we are a part of today. It was a loaves and fish story, and it is 

our story. 

In 1890 a group of 42 believers heard Christ’s call to minister in the town 

of Wichita Falls in a new way. They brought their loaves and fish, only having 

enough to build a 30ft x 65ft sanctuary on the corner of 9th street and Lamar. 

That became First Christian Church. This is a loaves and fish story, and it is 

our story. 

This past week as our church was transformed into hero central for 

Vacation Bible School, I saw how so many of our church members brought 

their time and talents, whatever they could give and offer it up to Christ’s 

service. And I saw the Holy Spirit at work using it to plant the seeds of faith in 

over seventy children’s lives. That was its own loaves and fish story, and this 

is our story. 
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Now as we look forward to the next chapter for FCC, a new Pastor, new 

ministry to children and youth, new ministry with common ground, I feel that 

Christ is calling us to step out in faith once more. I have no doubt that we are 

going to see more loaves and fish stories, and they will be our stories. 

The feeding of the five thousand is a wonderful story. It serves to show us 

that Jesus goes beyond all human expectations and will do amazing things 

when we faithfully commit all that we are and all that we have to him. But the 

story does not end there. The disciples didn’t pack up their miraculously 

supplied to go boxes and live happily ever after. They are then sent by Jesus 

into a boat across the Sea of Galilee. And along the way the waters get rough, 

a storm comes along and they begin to feel fear all over again. They have just 

had front row seats to the mighty power of Christ, they have had their faith 

strengthened and fed and yet here they are. They are lost, they are struggling. 

Mark says that they had rowed for three or four hours and had still not gotten 

to shore. They are doing what Jesus had told them, going exactly where He 

had called them to go and still all was not smooth sailing. Still they encounter 

setbacks, rough seas, a storm, uncertainty. It is there that Jesus shows up, and 

in the midst of struggling with the waves they are terrified. But it is there that 

Jesus reaches out to them and says, “It is I, do not be afraid.” Once again they 

are confronted with a Christ that defies human logic and expectations, this time 

by walking on the very sea that threatens them. It is there in the midst of the 

storm that they have to trust Christ all over again and invite Him into the boat. 

Only then is the storm calmed, and only then do they get to their destination. 

While the story of the loaves and fish is a story for us, this too is also our story. 
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This story too, serves to teach us about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 

Christ. Even when we are going where Jesus calls us, even in the midst of 

Christ doing mighty works for us and through us, we are bound to run up 

against rough seas. This second part of the story shows us that putting our faith 

in Christ is no one time thing, but rather a daily choice and commitment in the 

midst of life’s storms and troubles. As we seek to follow where Christ leads 

and to commit all that we have and all that we are to Christ’s purposes, I don’t 

know what kind of storms we, or you, or I, will face. And while like the 

disciples we may not know what our storms will look like, we all know who 

will meet us in the middle of them. We know the one who can get us through, 

calm the sea, and take us to the other side. Let us never forget that the same 

Christ who multiplied one boy’s lunch to feed thousands of people is never far 

from us. That this is the same Christ that will meet us in the middle of life’s 

storms and get us to the other side. So in response to this story, may we have 

the courage to offer ourselves and what we have to Christ’s service, even when 

our fears tell us we will never be enough. Let us also remember that no matter 

what storm lies ahead as we live out our call as disciples, that this very same 

Christ meets us where we are, and will get us to the other side.  Amen. 


