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Mark 6 
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 
31He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ 
For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went 
away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and 
recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of 
them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 
things. 
 
53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 
54When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that 
whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And 
wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the market-
places, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who 
touched it were healed. 
 
 
 The disciples, referred to now as apostles, which means “sent ones” are 

returning home with lots of stories to tell. Jesus has sent them out into the 

world with a purpose; with a mission. They are to do what Jesus was doing. In 

pairs of two, Jesus sends them to be Jesus to the world. They are to extend 

the realm of God’s kingdom by preaching, teaching, casting out demons, and 

healing the sick and injured. As I said, they are sent out to be Jesus to the 

world and now they have come home. Picture it if you will: 12 men who are 

tired from their travels but filled with childlike energy bursting at the seams 

with stories waiting to be told. “Jesus, you should have seen…” “Jesus, they 

were listening…” “Jesus, he actually stood up…” “Hold it guys….I may be 

able to walk on water but I can’t listen to you all at once. So, one at a time 

please and Peter stop interrupting.” 
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 Well, as their stories began to wane, their energy began to drain because 

being Jesus to the world is hard work and who better to know that than Jesus 

himself. “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest for a 

while. But apparently, they didn’t go far enough away. Mark writes, “Now 

many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot 

from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. The people were waiting on the 

shore for Jesus and the disciples are arrive. Do you know what that is like? 

Trying to get away for just a little while, to escape, only to find out your 

problems or next wave of life’s demands are waiting for you. It is that sinking 

feeling that you have not gotten away at all. Just changed scenery. Break time 

over. Clock back in. Getting back to the story, the efforts of the weary were 

thwarted because people recognized them and Jesus responds as if they were 

sheep without a shepherd and there were lots of sheep; 5,000. 

 Now this story is the first part of today’s lectionary passage. But the 

second verse is same as the first. Because at the end of the day, when they 

crossed over to land at Gennesaret, people at once recognized Jesus and all 

healing breaks loose. People began to bring the sick to Jesus and continued to 

do so, wherever he went: villages, cities, farms, it didn’t matter. The people 

kept coming. First a few. Then more. Now so many coming. 

 But this isn’t the first time the disciples had experienced this: people 

being healed physically, spiritually, mentally, and relationally. It is a theme 

that begins early in Mark’s gospel; early as in as in the first chapter beginning 

with the 21st verse. Jesus and his disciples are in Capernaum. It is on the 

Sabbath and they have gone to the synagogue to be in community and to 
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worship God and the service is interrupted by a man who begins shouting at 

Jesus. He is described as one who has an unclean spirit. ‘What have you to do 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, 

the Holy One of God.’ Now that will wake you up. A frightening moment, but 

a liberating one as well. And in this moment, we see and hear the essence of 

the gospel. How does Mark begin his writing? Chapter one, verse one, The 

beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The good news 

unfolding in that frightening and liberating moment. Jesus has the last word, 

not the man with the unclean spirit, but Jesus. That’s the good news. Jesus 

shows us that God has the last word, which is only fitting because the story 

tells us that in the beginning, God spoke the first word. 

 Evil does not have the last word, God does, and the word is good. Hatred 

does not have the last word, God does and the word is love. Lost does not have 

the last word, God does and the word is found. Darkness does not have the last 

word, God does and the word is light. Despair does not have the last word, 

God does and the word is hope. Addiction does not have the last word, God 

does and the word is liberation. Sin does not have the last word, God does, and 

the word is forgiveness. Isolation does not have the last word, God does, and 

the word is restoration. Rejection does not have the last word, God does, and 

the word is welcome. Disease does not have the last word, God does and the 

word is healing. Death does not have the last word, God does and the word is 

resurrection. Jesus had the last word. The unclean spirit left. People were 

amazed and began to spread the news about this healer who had come to town. 
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The scene changes from the synagogue to a house, both are places where 

community happens. A woman lay sick with fever. It is Simon’s mother in 

law. Jesus lifts her up in the same way that God will lift up Jesus in the tomb. 

This is what God does. Simon’s mother-in-law is healed and her place in the 

community is restored. More healing is on the way. As the sun sets, the 

Sabbath ends, people with all sorts of illnesses and inflictions come. Mark tells 

it’s the whole city that gathers at the front door waiting for Jesus to touch 

them, to heal them. It’s all kinds of people, as Jesus heals and cares and 

restores, setting them free from illness and possession to be the person God 

created them to be. That is what folk are looking for, longing for, and that is 

what the people saw in both the disciples and Jesus. 

Getting back to today’s story, Mark tells that the people recognize the 

disciples and Jesus. But what do they recognize? What is beyond their 

recognition? What is beyond a familiar face? Two points of recognition. First, 

the people recognize God’s compassionate purpose and divine power to restore 

life. Let me say that again. The people recognize God’s compassionate purpose 

and divine power to restore life. Second, in the disciples and in Jesus, the 

people recognize the need for healing in their lives and the hope that healing 

will happen. 

Question: Isn’t this the same for us today? What began at the front door 

of Simon’s mother in law’s house birthed a movement that continues today. 

People recognizing the need for healing in their lives and realizing that this 

healing is somehow offered by Jesus, found in Jesus, seen in Jesus who reveals 

to us God’s desire for all to be whole and free to be. In Mark’s gospel, time 
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and again we see God’s commitment to stand against all the powers that keep 

us from abundant life. 

What began by a few gathered folk at the front continues today. People 

are hurting. People come in need of healing. People are searching-----searching 

for purpose, from meaning, for validation. People are searching for love and 

acceptance: searching to find someone who will listen to their lives with loving 

ears and heart—to be heard by the heart of another. People are searching to be 

seen and not simply looked past or through. We know the difference when that 

happens. People are searching to touch and be touched appropriately, with 

respect and honor. To touch and be touched without fear of being exploited or 

misunderstood. People are searching for a place where they can be their 

authentic self, a place that often calls them back from the periphery of 

themselves, to who they are and who they want to be. People are searching for 

a place that will lift them up when life knocks them down. Searching for 

people who will lift them up when they have fallen in the judgmental eyes of 

others and self. People are searching for a place that lives in the tension of 

accountability and forgiveness. Searching and when found, healing takes 

place. Healing. And More. Question: Where on earth can such a place be 

found? Answer: the church. 

Dr. Gerald May, a medical doctor who practices psychotherapy in 

Washington, DC, writes of the importance of community in the healing 

process: God’s grace, he writes, through community involves something far 

greater than other people’s support and perspective. The power of grace is 

nowhere as brilliant nor as mystical as in communities of faith. Its power 
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includes not just love that comes from people and through people but love that 

pours forth among people, as if through the very spaces between one person 

and next. Just to be in such an atmosphere is to be bathed in healing power. 

Where on earth can such a place be found? The church. The church is a 

community that offers both: offering a place of healing and empowering 

people to find and fulfill their purpose. 

Jesus' ministry involves healing and restoration of those cut off from 

community to a full role in the community. Truly, there is nothing ordinary 

about life in community. There is nothing ordinary about the church. Jesus 

wields the power of God Almighty to bring about participation: it is God's will 

for creation to be serving in community with others. Who is coming to your 

front door? What are they recognizing in you? I would love to see a sign in 

every church, big and small, denominational and non, evangelical and 

mainstream, traditional and progressive that greets people at the front door so 

to speak. A sign that is beyond welcome. A sign that proclaims the gospel that 

speaks to the last word of God. The sign would read: Healing happens here. 


