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1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit 
down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 3 You 
search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 5 You 
hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge 
is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

7 Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your 
presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, 
you are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest 
limits of the sea, 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand 
shall hold me fast. 11 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the 
light around me become night’, 12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the 
night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
 

Our passage of scripture this morning is a passage that is extremely near 

and dear to me. It is one that I read quite often, and which has special meaning 

in my life. When I say this, I am sure that some of you are expecting me to tell 

of how this Psalm has somehow shaped my call to ministry. Or maybe you 

would expect me to tell you that this scripture spoke to me at a time when I 

was in crisis. And while certainly this text has a rich depth of meaning and 

speaks to me, and I believe, us as a church in many wonderful, challenging, 

and special ways, none of these are the reason why these twelve verses hold a 

special place in the forefront of my mind and heart. No, it is much more simple 

than that. Psalm 139 is the absolute favorite scripture of my fiancé Elizabeth, 

therefore it behooves me to know it, and to know it well. In any relationship it 

is important to know how your loved one likes their coffee, or what they order 

at Whataburger, (Bacon cheeseburger, mustard, no mayo, fries with spicy 
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ketchup and a coke) but when you are marrying a minister as I am, you better 

know their favorite passages of scripture. And with this matter, as well as most 

other things, Elizabeth sure knows how to pick them. 

Psalm 139:1-12 serves as a fantastic framework, and dare I say even as a 

summary for the basics of God’s all knowing, all searching, and amazingly all 

redeeming relationship with us humans. In the first six verses we are shown by 

the psalmist a God who is both all-knowing and all powerful, but who also 

concerns God’s self with the very thoughts and words of God’s Children. I 

want to make sure that when we read these verses that we take a moment to be 

absolutely awe struck and amazed by this concept. The Idea that The all-

powerful creator of the universe searches us, knows us, in such an intimate and 

thorough way. The God who created the Milky Way, and all of the other 

galaxies that we can barely begin to comprehend; the God who knows the 

expiration date of the sun we orbit, also knows you and me. God knows our 

actions, our words, our struggles, our worries, our joys, our most inward 

selves. It should stun us, the idea that nothing is hidden, or lost to God. That 

means that the same God who knows the second the earth was formed, also 

knew where my car keys were when I was searching franticly for them. While 

I say this lightly, it is truly an awesome thing, to be known by God. 

 The psalmist captures this beautifully in the statement “such knowledge 

is too wonderful for me, to lofty for me to attain”. I must admit that I cannot 

possibly respond to this as gracefully as King David does in this passage. 

Honestly I get a little nervous thinking that God knows my words before I 

speak them, even my thoughts are not hidden. On the one hand I am moved 
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that God knows my worries and my struggles before I lift up a single prayer. 

On the other hand it is sobering to think that the very standard of love and 

righteousness knows what goes through my head when stuck in traffic, or 

when watching the news, or scrolling through social media. When I look at this 

though I am even more stunned that God still loves me, guides me, and could 

see worth in me. This scripture should serve to fill us with a sense of comfort 

and belonging that is greater than any human words. When God knows our 

very hearts, and thoughts, and struggles, we sort of lose the ability to question 

who we are, and most importantly Whose we are. In light of this passage it is 

abundantly clear that each one of us is a beloved child of God. And that each 

one of us ultimately and inescapably belongs to God. In the midst of a world 

that constantly reminds us of our shortcomings, and seeks to slap labels on 

every one, this reminder that we are first of all children of God, and that God 

claims us is absolutely life giving. 

 In the rest of this text David beautifully reminds us that the God who 

knows us so well, is absolutely inescapable. The psalmist describes the very 

ends of the earth and the bottom of the sea as places where God’s spirit will 

find us. He describes the heights of joy and the depths of despair as places 

where God’s hand guides us. I love this sense of perspective as when we look 

at the life of David as told in scripture, we see that he knew all too well of the 

highs and lows of victory and defeat. If we look back to some of our earliest 

Sunday school memories, I’m sure many of us remember the story of the 

young boy David who killed Goliath, a giant of epic proportion and reputation. 

We also may remember the David who was anointed by the prophet Samuel. 
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We remember the David who became king, and the David who was called a 

man after God’s own heart. If we payed special attention in Sunday school we 

may even remember the David who defeated the philistines and returned the 

ark of the covenant to its rightful resting place. Yes, David certainly knew 

what it was like to rise up on the wings of the dawn as he writes here, and 

experience the greatest levels of human success. But David in other times 

knew the very depths of defeat. He was at one point a fugitive hiding in a cave 

with a price on his head. In his later life he would see his kingdom torn apart 

by civil war. David even knew the darkest depths of sin when he had an affair 

that would lead to the loss of a child and the murder of a loyal soldier. And yet 

in all that he had experienced and done, he remembers that at every moment, 

in every place, God’s spirit was with him and God’s hand guided him. And 

this, has a powerful message and meaning for us as individuals and for us as a 

church. 

 All of you know that we as a church are in the midst of transition, 

uncertainty, and change. We have just said goodbye to a great pastor, leader, 

and friend. I will be the first to admit that the office felt a little empty this 

morning without Renee. Without a doubt in the coming weeks I will miss her 

guidance and mentoring. Truly our next pastor has big shoes to fill, and you 

should faithfully lift up in prayer the next person who will have to work with 

me every day. It would be easy for us to worry or to wonder what the future 

holds for us as a congregation. For this reason, at this time in particular, I 

believe that this passage speaks to us in a very special way. God knows this 

church. God claims this church. There is nowhere that we will go that God’s 
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presence will not be with us and God’s hand will not be guiding us. God has 

wonderful work ahead for First Christian Church Wichita Falls and God is 

guiding us towards our destination even as we speak. As we go forward as a 

church, we will embrace new leaders, new vision, and new ministries. As we 

make these decisions and strive to live into God’s call for us, we have to do so 

knowing that it is God at the wheel. We have to be constantly listening for the 

whisper of God’s spirit which this Psalm assures us is in our midst. We have to 

be sensitive and responsive to the nudging of God’s hand which David 

reminds us is our Guide. 

 In the past few weeks I have been blessed to see ways in which the 

promise of this passage has proven true in the lives of individuals and in the 

ministry of this church. At our last executive council meeting we heard the 

testimony of a woman who God reached through this church’s Common 

Ground ministry. The room was absolutely silent while this young lady 

described how God’s presence had been with her, and how God’s hand had 

guided her at a time when she had been in the depths of despair. Her life was 

filled with broken relationships, heartache, and unimaginable abuse. Yet in the 

midst of that God found her, God claimed her, God guided her. God guided her 

to Common Ground and with the help of that amazing ministry she got her life 

back and a new sense of purpose. She is now teaching the very class that God 

used to make a difference in her life and thereby helping others who like her, 

know what it is like to find themselves in the depths or darkness which David 

described. This woman is a living testimony to the power and presence of God 

that is with us no matter where we go or what we do. 
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 This past week many of us experienced God’s spirit being present and 

working during the highest of highs. We just finished our off-site Vacation 

Bible School at the Boys and Girls Club on East Wichita Street. The ministry 

experienced there with some amazing kids and fearless volunteers definitely 

qualifies as a mountain top ministry moment for me. In the midst of all of this 

excitement, and science experiments, and games, God’s presence was felt and 

God’s guiding hand was undoubtedly upon us. During the story time one 

young man who was full of joy and energy spoke up. He went to our master 

storyteller Kerry Roach and told him that he loved the story and wished he had 

a bible of his own. Sure enough, that young man received his very own copy of 

God’s word the next day. I cannot think of a better example of God’s spirit and 

guiding hand being present during the midst of joy and excitement, then this 

young man receiving his own bible, and our awesome volunteers who were 

sensitive to God’s guidance and made that happen. Church family, God knows 

us, God claims us, and God’s inescapable spirit is at work in us and through us 

in mighty ways. 

 And for each and every one here today, I don’t know where you are at in 

your life right now. Maybe you are at the highest of heights, filled with joy. Or 

maybe you are sitting here in the midst of hardship, in the depths, in the dark. 

Wherever you identify yourself within this passage the Psalmist has a message 

for you. God knows you, God claims you, and you can never run, or swim, or 

sink, far enough that God’s spirit and God’s hand will not be there with you. 

Amen. 


