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Acts 10 

44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
 By now I’m sure you know that First Christian Church has added 

something new to summer ministry. We are collaborating with the Housing 

Authority of WF to host Vacation Bible School at the Boys & Girls Club on 

East Wichita June 4-7. Claire visited the site this week, Josh and the youth 

group are preparing to deliver flyers to all the mailboxes, and we are looking 

for volunteers since we are expecting 50-100 kids each evening. 

 I’m excited about the decision by our leaders to engage a very traditional 

summer ministry in a new way. I think it says something about who we are 

that even in the midst of a leadership transition we are choosing to innovate 

and step outside our comfort zone. When I was growing up VBS was the 

highlight of the summer. It was a wonderful oasis in the middle of three long 

months with nothing to do. I remember lining up outside so we could process 

in for the opening assembly and standing at attention while we offered our 

pledges to the flags—a fairly formal ceremony to open each day of VBS. I 

remember snack time with trays of peanut butter and honey sandwiches that 

had been sitting for a while so that the honey was crunchy. And I remember 
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cigar boxes covered with elaborate designs of assorted macaroni and then 

spray-painted gold. 

Writing in 1999, Time magazine columnist Amy Dickinson recalled her 

childhood summers at a local church: 

Kids would gather in the musty sanctuary for songs featuring hand 
gestures that seemed, for our brand of Methodism, dangerously 
close to dancing. We played Bible tag, memorized the books of the 
Old Testament and drank gallons of Kool-Aid out of waxy paper 
cups. Our teachers entertained us so well that we scarcely noticed 
that with every Popsicle stick ark they helped us build, they were 
molding our little souls. 

 
VBS got started more than a century ago when the church became 

concerned about the effects of urbanization and immigration in big cities. A 

spokesperson for the New York City Board of Missions put it this way:   

We have a concern that the children of New York be given religious 
instruction during their idle summers to keep them out of trouble 
and develop patterns for productive and upright adult living. 

 
In response to that concern, in 1898, Eliza Hawes who was the director of 

children’s ministry at New York City’s Baptist Church of the Epiphany 

organized an “Everyday Bible School.” She rented a beer hall and it was quite 

successful for the first two years. Unfortunately, the senior minister got 

involved and insisted in 1900 that the beer hall wasn’t the proper place to teach 

inner city children about God’s Word. So the Everyday Bible School was 

relocated in 1900 to the church and attendance plummeted. The next year it 

moved back to the beer hall and lasted for seven weeks. 
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If you have helped with VBS in recent years you already know that it has 

come a long way since macaroni cigar boxes! Large churches can easily spend 

more than $10,000 each year on VBS on all the trappings. Even though the 

concept is more than a hundred years old, it continues to evolve. For 

example… 

First Presbyterian Church in Orlando developed their own VBS 

curriculum--an archeology themed study of Joseph called “The Big Dig.” The 

organizers in the congregation said it was worth the added expense of licensing 

music and designing T-shirts because they wanted curriculum that would serve 

students at different levels—they wanted unchurched children to leave at the 

end of the week with the Bible stories and they wanted students who already 

know the stories to be challenged to go deeper into scripture. 

A church in the Germantown section of Memphis conducts “on location” 

VBS previews at all apartment complexes nearby and they have customized a 

way of inviting the children who attend day cares in the neighborhood. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh made their community garden 

the heart of VBS. They included the teachings of Saint Francis in their 

curriculum and the VBS snacks came from the garden. 

One more example—Brentwood Baptist Church near Nashville decided a 

few years back to do away with crafts at VBS and use that money to allow 

their students to have Skype conversations with missionaries around the world 

and find out how children there get to know Jesus. It’s a big church with five 

campuses. At the end of VBS week the children donated $7,000 to world 

missions. 
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I wouldn’t trade for my memories of Vacation Bible School and how it 

encouraged a lifelong love affair with God’s word. But now I have a 

confession to make: where ministry is concerned, it’s far too easy for me to 

give in to nostalgia, to wrap myself in ministry that’s familiar and comfortable 

like an old flannel bathrobe. 

We see nostalgia at work every year when the time rolls around for the 

Children’s Christmas Pageant. Every church collects stories about funny things 

that happened during their Children’s Christmas Pageant. Years ago I was in 

charge of the Children’s Christmas Pageant. The part of Mary was given to a 

strident and outspoken little girl who wanted to tell everyone else what to do. 

Once the part of Mary was cast, none of the older elementary boys wanted to 

be Joseph. They were happy to be shepherds and wise men but none of these 

guys were interested in being betrothed to that particular Mary. I had one ace 

up my sleeve. It just so happened that one of those older elementary boys was 

my son, Andy. Out of great fear that for the first time in the history of Advent 

there was going to be a pageant with no Joseph, I entered into a secret 

agreement to pay my son, Andy, $25 if he would take on the role. Decades 

later I still feel guilty about that. 

We love collecting Christmas Pageant stories so much that measure our 

ministry by getting the details just right—the way we’ve always done it—and 

we never stop to ask if this is the best way to tell the story to children who are 

two generations removed from macaroni cigar boxes. 

In order to be faithful, we’ve got to be honest about this tug of war 

between the ministry that is familiar and predictable and God who calls us into 
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the future. Do you remember the passage we studied in Ephesians 3 a few 

weeks ago?  

And now to the One who is able to do abundantly more than we can ask 

or imagine through his power at work in us… 

That sounds to me like a church that is looking forward, not back. 

 Our scripture today is the perfect illustration of what happens when the 

church is on the move. Acts 10 is Holy Spirit 101 performed in 7 scenes. The 

shape and the content of the fledgling faith community is being stretched in all 

directions, the Holy Spirit is on the move through dreams and angel 

messengers, Peter is asked to reconsider the dietary laws that have been a 

matter of survival and identity for his people since the time of Moses are 

challenged, and circumcised believers witness the Spirit poured out on 

Gentiles leading to service of baptism that broke all the records. 

Meanwhile, Peter gets the best welcome ever extended to a preacher. 

When he arrives at the home of Cornelius and steps inside, his host falls at 

Peter’s feet and begins to worship him. “No, no, that’s not necessary,” Peter 

says and helps him up. After a brief exchange of information, Cornelius turns 

to the guest preacher and says, “All of us are here in the presence of God to 

listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.” I don’t know about the 

other preachers in the room but nobody ever said that to me. 

God is doing a new thing in the book of Acts with the Holy Spirit as 

choreographer. It is so breath-taking and fast-paced for the apostles that no one 

is looking back. 
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Do you know about the World Surf League’s Founder’s Cup competition 

going on this weekend? 

Twenty-five of the world's best professional surfers are converging on an 

unusual surf spot--a 14-acre, man-made lagoon in the middle of California 

farm country. Next to the lagoon, a 110 ton hydrofoil that looks like a train 

generates 7-feet tall, rideable waves every few minutes. Surfing has always 

contended with heats being postponed due to weather. Not this weekend. 

Surfers from New Zealand, Brazil, Japan, as well as the U.S. couldn’t wait to 

give it a try. 

If surfers can demonstrate that kind of willingness to try something new, 

surely the church can learn to innovate when it comes to witnessing to the 

good news of Jesus Christ. 

And now to the One who is able to do abundantly more than we can ask 

or imagine through his power at work in us… 

 What if we agree to trade in nostalgia for imagination and seek fresh 

alignment with the Holy Spirit? What if we redefine faithfulness as the choice 

to participate in what God is doing now? I think that’s the moment we find 

ourselves propelled forward day by day with a power and energy that is not 

our own. 
 

 

 
A Brief History of Vacation Bible School, http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/06/vbs-brief-
history/ 
Why Some Churches Put a Price on VBS 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2015/august-web-only/why-some-churches-put-price-on-vbs.html 
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