
1 

When God Calls 
Acts 8:26-40 Rev. Renee Hoke 
April 29, 2018 First Christian Church Wichita Falls, Texas 
 
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) 
27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of 
the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this 
chariot and join it.’ 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How 
can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
34The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?’ 35Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As 
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized? 38He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 
and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 
 
 
The long-awaited Avenger’s Infinity War opened this weekend. According to the 
critics… 

• Some of the sequences are undeniably thrilling but, at about 2-1/2 hours, 

overkill sets in early. 

• Feels more like several movies squished together like a cinematic panini. 
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• Roaring through 160 minutes of action, humor, character development, epic 

evil and moving nobility, it is darker and edgier, yet lighter and more stirring 

than anything offered in another superhero franchise. 

• Infinity War's place in the Avengers saga is much like that of the middle 

chapters in the Lord of the Rings and Star Wars: Its chief purpose is to leave 

you hungry for next summer's finale. And that much, it does. 

Long before the writers of Marvel Comics got their start in the 1930’s, heroes in the 

form of American missionaries were risking their lives to travel to the four corners 

of the globe carrying out Jesus’ assignment to “make disciples of all nations.” As 

the U.S. began to recover from the Civil War and our expansion west made us 

curious about the world beyond the Pacific Ocean, American churches began to 

gather funding and set their sights on distant lands. By 1900 the great era of 

missionary exploration was in full swing reaching every continent on the globe. 

Ordinary men and women who heard God’s call to the foreign mission field left 

their place in the pew for an adventure beyond their wildest dreams. The danger 

was real, and many would give their lives for the sake of the gospel. Charlotte 

Diggs Moon and her friend, Anna Safford, left their home in Charlottesville, VA, 

for China in 1873. Charlotte or Lottie as she was called by her family settled into a 

teaching position in one of the established missionary compounds in Tengchow but 

found that kind of ministry too confining. Soon she was venturing out into the 

countryside on evangelistic tours. She wrote, “Could a Christian woman possibly 

desire higher honor than to be permitted to go from house to house and tell of a 

savior to those who have never heard his name?” In 1885, Charlotte left the 

compound permanently and became the first American woman to attempt sustained 

independent life under genuinely Chinese conditions. 
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 She made a practice of acting and dressing as the Chinese did. Rather than 

push her way into the homes of her new neighbors she waited. She left a plate of 

cookies in her doorway to make friends with the neighborhood children. Through 

these children, she met their mothers. Over time, Lottie became accepted in her 

neighborhood. She described her plan of mission work: “The missionary comes in 

and settles down among the local people. Her first objective is sincere friendship. 

By practice and gentleness and unwearied love, she wins their trust and only now 

begins the work of teaching with some hope of making a real impression.”  

 Because of her love for her neighbors, Lottie remained in China during the 

war with Russia in 1904-1905 even though most American missionaries left. She 

stayed believing her presence would give her friends courage. She fed the hungry 

and took in several orphans. After the war when the cost of living skyrocketed and 

many of her friends went hungry, Moon turned to her Foreign Mission Board back 

home for help. When the answer came back from the states that they could not help, 

Moon withdrew all her personal savings from a bank in Shanghai and gave them to 

a famine fund. She continued to love and serve her friends as her health began to 

fail. Finally, colleagues convinced her to board a ship and return to Charlottesville, 

Virginia, for medical treatment and rest. She died four days into the voyage on 

Christmas Eve. Her Chinese friends in Tengchow erected a monument in her honor 

with this simple inscription, “How she loved us.” A special offering in her name 

continues today, collecting millions of dollars to train and equip generations of men 

and women to make disciples of all nations. 

 In many ways the story of Charlotte “Lottie” Moon follows the pattern first 

reported in the book of Acts. The gospel is on the move, following the instruction of 

Jesus in Acts 1:8 
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You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

The Book of Acts is filled with power-packed heroes. The record of Philip’s 

conversion conversation with the Ethiopian official would have captured the 

imagination of the early Church. First century Romans and Greeks were fascinated 

with Ethiopians because of their exotic beauty and dark skin and because they were 

thought to live on the southern edge of the earth. This man riding back from 

Jerusalem was an inhabitant of the ancient kingdom of Meroe, which today would 

be northern Sudan. He was the chief treasurer of a kingdom wealthy from its iron 

smelting, gold mining and its strategic position along the trade route to the southern 

portion of the African continent. This official served the Queen Mother, the ruling 

monarch of Ethiopia. (Candace is a title, not a name.) The king was regarded as a 

god, too sacred to engage in administration. To guard the treasury for the ruling 

monarch was a lofty position. Luke tells us that this man was wealthy enough to 

ride in a chariot, educated enough to read Greek, and humble enough to know that 

he cannot understand what he is reading without some help. (More on that in a 

minute.) 

So the stage is set for one of the earliest missionary adventures in Acts. Philip 

gets his assignment from the Spirit, but there is diplomatic briefing about Ethiopian 

customs and the best way to present the gospel. Philip is propelled forward by his 

complete trust in God and his willingness to answer when God calls. 

 Luke makes it clear from the beginning that It is the Holy Spirit in command. 

This active and immediate direction by the Holy Spirit is repeated again and again 

in the book of Acts…Listen to the sequence: 
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Acts 10:19 Luke writes 

While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look, three 

men are searching for you. 

Acts 11:12 [Peter reporting to the Church in Jerusalem] 

The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and 

us. 

Acts 13:2-4 

While the faithful were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 

apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” …So, 

being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from there they 

sailed to Cyprus. 

Acts 16:6-7 

[Paul and Silas] went through the region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit 

to speak the word in Asia. When they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit 

did not allow them; 

Every successful mission venture as the gospel spreads is shored up by the 

Holy Spirit and by men and women who are listening closely. Each time they 

respond to a nudge from the Spirit, they are able to discern more clearly where it is 

the Spirit is moving. Because they respond, because they obey the Spirit, this Spirit 

sense is sharpened and refined. 

Not only does the Spirit direct the workers, but the Spirit is the interpreter of 

scripture. We see that clearly in the story of the Ethiopian official, there is a 

difference between reading and understanding God’s Word. Perhaps it’s what 

happens when the Word is transferred from head to heart. The same is true for 

believers in every age. When we approach scripture with a humble heart, when we 
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ask the Spirit to guide us in our understanding, God’s Word is able to speak to the 

moment, to the circumstance, in a fresh and powerful way. That’s when as the 

psalmist says God’s Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. And even the 

most accomplished student of the Bible is amazed once more by the clarity of 

scripture. 

It is that moment in the life of the treasury official. 

 So much has been said and written in our time about the authority of Scripture 

and it has been the source of some new fault lines in the church. But notice what is 

happening in our passage for today. Luke is less concerned with the authority of 

scripture than he is with the interpreter of scripture. When the Ethiopian official 

enters the scene he already has a copy of scripture but what he is missing is 

someone who will guide him, someone who will sit beside him and listen to his 

questions and help him understand.  

 This is still the formula for an amazing adventure. No longer is it necessary to 

set sail for distant lands like Lottie Moon did in order to find folks who have never 

heard the name Jesus. The mission field has come to us. Every day there are people 

in your path who haven’t heard the good news. Don’t worry about running 

alongside a chariot to bear witness to the hope that is in you. It could be a 

conversation over Facebook that gives you a chance to reach out to someone. 

However it is that happens, hear the words of Jesus for the church today: 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Now go and make 

disciples…” 
 
 
 
 
For more information on Charlotte “Lottie” Diggs Moon: 
http://www.bdcconline.net/en/stories/m/moon-charlotte-diggs.php 

http://www.bdcconline.net/en/stories/m/moon-charlotte-diggs.php
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