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24But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the 
spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but 
when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, 
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women* were terrified 
and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men* said to them, ‘Why do you look for 
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, 
while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and 
be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ 8Then they remembered his words, 9and 
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them 
who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they 
did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 
happened.  
13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles* from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that 
had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 
went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, 
‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking 
sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 
these days?’ 19He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 
20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 
crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and 
when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed 
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ 
25Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah* should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?’ 27Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30When he 
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. 32They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us* while he was 
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talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. 34They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared 
to Simon!’ 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
36While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, ‘Peace be with you.’* 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 
were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40And when 
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 
42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.  
44Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
46and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah* is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses* of 
these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here 
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’  
50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God.* 
 

There’s a story I remember from when I was a kid. I’m sure it was a sermon 

illustration—in those days the only things I really ever heard in sermons were the 

stories. A boy lived on a farm. One night his mother sent him to the barn on some 

sort of errand. The boy stepped out into the pitch darkness of a moonless night and 

immediately turned around and went back inside. “I cannot see,” he said to his 

mother. So, she took and lit a lantern and put it on the back porch and sent him once 

again on the errand. The boy went as far as the circumference of the light, but still 

there was a frightening margin of darkness between the light and his destination. He 

turned around and went back inside. He explained the situation to his mother. She 

walked back outside with the boy and pointed at the lantern and said, “Pick it up, 

Child, pick it up and carry it with you. Carry the light with you and walk as far as 

the light will take you. You’ll see, with each step you take the light will go ahead of 
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you until you get where you are going.” I am not sure what made me think of that 

story. I’ve been thinking about it all week. Light is an archetypal image, but it’s 

really not an image used in our scripture reading which is a little surprising since it 

seems Luke has crammed just about everything else into these verses. 

Several themes from the Gospel of Luke converge within our scripture 

reading this morning. Luke stressed the evidence of Jesus’s bodily resurrection. The 

Gospel of Luke contains the story of Jesus’s birth, his dedication. Luke is the only 

one of the four gospels that tell us anything about Jesus’ childhood—he tells us a 

story of the twelve-year-old Jesus being separated from his parents, lost in 

Jerusalem and found in the temple. Luke tells us the story of Jesus’ ministry and his 

group of followers. And like the other Gospels, Luke reaches the week of Jesus’ 

crucifixion and tells the story with a slower and more detailed account. Jesus 

entered the city of Jerusalem swarmed by followers and celebrated by residents. He 

taught in the temple and argued with religious leaders. He consecrated the Lord’s 

Supper with Cup and Bread and Cup. Jesus was arrested while praying in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. He was tried by both religious leaders and the state. He was 

sentenced to die by crucifixion. Luke gives the longest account of Jesus’ burial. He 

described with tenderness how Joseph appealed to Pilate for Jesus’s body and 

wrapped it in linen and placed it in a tomb. It’s as though Luke wants us to 

understand that Jesus was fully and completely dead. His lifeless body placed in a 

tomb. Luke also gives us the stories of Jesus resurrection—the declaration by the 

angels, the witness of the women. Luke tells us the story of how Jesus appeared to 

two disciples on the road to Emmaus and how they did not recognize him until the 

breaking of the bread. And then here in this story, there’s the emphasis on Jesus 

having flesh and bones, the evidence of the crucifixion, and the capacity to eat as 
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evidence that this resurrection was real. The bodily resurrection of Jesus is a 

dominant theme in this scripture reading this morning. 

 We also have other themes—the fulfillment of scripture, the necessity of the 

crucifixion and resurrection, the proclamation of repentance and forgiveness, and 

the promise of the Holy Spirit. These are chapter headings of a large book not the 

main points of a 15-minute sermon. Where I find myself gravitating is to one 

particular statement Jesus made. “You are witnesses,” he said. 

 Let me be upfront and say, that this statement fits my particular agenda as 

Regional minister. Usually, I’d say it’s wrong to focus on the part of the text that 

only fits your agenda. Except when I do it I have the best of intentions and the most 

justifiable reasons. In my mind I am the Raylon Givens of preaching. Right now, 

Disciples in this region and around the denomination are nervous about numbers. 

We have a challenge getting enough people in our band of Disciples to really be the 

church we think we’re supposed to be. I’ve heard us lament this reality for 25 years. 

It’s been a reality that keeps me up at night with worry also. I’ve done a number of 

things in my own personal ministry trying to fix our membership problem. I’ve 

come to a conclusion that we don’t have a membership problem. We have a belief 

problem. We are trying to attract people who simply are not interested in church. 

You’ll often hear people say in Disciples Churches that we are the best kept secret 

in town. In truth, we are not. We are not the best kept secret in town. They know we 

are here. They just do not care. They do not care about our church, because they do 

not know our Jesus. It’s not their fault, mind you. I’m not blaming them. For you 

see, I don’t think we are the best kept secret in town. I believe Jesus’ risen presence 

in our lives, is the best kept secret in town. 
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 This is why I’ve been asking congregations within the Southwest Region to 

have congregation-wide conversation around two questions, (1) Who is the Jesus 

people encounter when they encounter your church? (more stories; fewer 

adjectives). And (2) What does it look like when people start following that Jesus 

within your congregation? This is the kernel of a verbal witness to our faith. The 

verbal witness of believers in Jesus is the heartbeat of the faith and the lifeblood of 

the church. The Apostle Paul put it this way, “How are they to believe in one of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him?” I am convinced that the churches that will thrive in the future will 

not be the ones who solve the membership problems. They will be the ones who 

solve the witness problem. They will learn to share their stories of faith faithfully 

and naturally. 

 An exercise I’ve invited congregational leaders to enter into is a place to start. 

I was given it by a friend and mentor. We begin by dividing into groups of three. 

Each person is given about 10 minutes to share their journey of faith. For 10 

minutes, the other two are not to give input or share their own story. For 10 minutes 

they simply listen to another person talk about how they came to faith in Jesus 

Christ and what it has been like to follow him. Toward the end, I give them a two-

minute warning and one of the conversation partners prays a prayer of blessing over 

the one who has shared. It takes 30 minutes, but it is amazing what happens when 

people are given the chance to simply affirm their faith aloud. 

 Another church in our region has started hosting what they call Casa Mateaus 

gatherings. It means house of Matthew. When Matthew started to follow Jesus he 

threw a huge party for Jesus. So, they have dinner parties of seven, eight or nine 

people. Some of the gathered are church members and some are not. There’s no 
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formal program. No handouts or videos. It’s just warm hospitality, good food, and 

between dinner and desert one of the people asks to share their testimony of faith. 

The verbal witness of believers is the heartbeat of faith and the lifeblood of the 

church. 

 Luke has shown that he is attentive to his role in sharing the story with others. 

Luke begins, “Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have 

been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the 

first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, I myself have carefully 

investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an 

orderly account for, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty 

of the things you have been taught.” Luke 2—“Mary treasured up all these things 

and pondered them in her heart.” Luke sometimes concludes a story by saying, 

“News about Jesus spread” (Luke 7:17). Luke contains more of Jesus’ parables than 

any other gospel. And when Luke tells his version of the Triumphal entry, he 

includes an exchange that I don’t think anyone else includes. Religious leaders 

objected to the followers of Jesus drawing attention to the good news. They said, 

“Jesus rebuke your disciples.” And Jesus responded, “If they keep quiet, the stones 

will cry out.” Throughout the Gospel of Luke we get this sense that there are stories 

and a story that needs to be told. And as we come to the end of the Gospel—after 

the birth narrative, the teaching/feeding/healing ministry, all the parables and all the 

arguments, after the crucifixion and resurrection, just as the reader feels the 

unwinding of the parchment reach its conclusion and the bottom edge of the scroll 

rubs against the palm of the reader’s hand, Luke gives us these word from Jesus, 

“You are witnesses.” 
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 Jesus identifies us as witnesses. Our lives are defined by the stories we tell. 

Annette Simmons is a business consultant. She wrote a book entitled, Whoever 

Tells the Best Story Wins. With a title like that, I thought the book was going to be 

more of the typical business book hype and platitudes. Turns out that working 

through the book has required more introspection on my part than almost anything 

in seminary ever did. She identifies four buckets for stories—Times you shined, 

times you failed, significant influence of mentors, and narratives from literature and 

works of art. The clear intent of the work she aims at is helping people with external 

relationships. She teaches organizations how to develop stronger connections to 

colleagues, customers, vendors and partners. Yet, this statement she wrote caught 

my attention. She said, “If we were to judge by the stories most people tell on a 

daily basis we would conclude they are stressed-out, misunderstood victims here to 

survive red tape and stupid decisions. They pine for retirement or the firing of a 

certain individual and they believe the ‘haves’ couldn’t care less about the ‘have 

not’. They unconsciously tell stories that ensure coworkers learn that no amount of 

effort is going to change things because they’ve already tried and failed” (p. 23). 

When I read that paragraph the first time, I realized that she had described me to a T 

and that not only had I delivered this unfortunate narrative to others, I had 

convinced myself it was true. I am the primary audience for the stories I tell. You 

are the primary audience for the stories you tell. The stories we tell influence our 

moods and shape our identities and they predict our futures. And if our goal is to 

live a more Christ-like lives. If a heart’s desire is to draw closer to God and serve 

God more faithfully, then maybe learning to make our Jesus story the story we tell 

with greater frequency is the place to start. 



8 

 St. Augustine suggested as much. As Augustine prepared new believers for 

their baptism, there was a sermon he would preach entitled, “Handing over the 

Creed.” He would elucidate the creed point by point and then send the 

catechumenate away with their God-parents to memorize the creed. They would 

return at a later date and they would “give back the creed.” In one of those sermons, 

Augustine stressed the importance of speaking the faith. He said, “It must be spoken 

because your heart will believe what it hears your lips say.” 

 I believe our telling of the Jesus story is an important piece of addressing 

needs in our society, our organizations, our denomination and our congregations. 

But beyond all that, I think that the person who most needs to hear your Jesus story 

may be in this sanctuary, sitting on the same pew you’re sitting on, sitting right 

there in your spot. The person who most needs to hear your Jesus story is you. So, I 

pray that you will not leave this Jesus story inside the Gospel of Luke. Do not leave 

it on the back porch of this church. “Pick it up, Child of God, pick it up and carry it 

with you. Carry the story with you and walk as far as the story will take you. You’ll 

see, with each step you take the story will unfold in front of you until you get where 

you are going.” 


