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LISTENING TO THE TEXT 
Proverbs 1: 20-33 Rev. Renee Hoke 
March 4, 2018 First Christian Church Wichita Falls, Texas 
 

Listen to the way that Maya Angelou describes her grandmother in her 

book Wouldn’t Take Nothing for My Journey Now: 

One of my earliest memories of Mamma, of my grandmother, is a glimpse of 
a tall cinnamon-colored woman with a deep, soft voice, standing thousands of 
feet up in the air on nothing visible. That incredible vision was a result of what 
my imagination would do each time Mamma drew herself up to her full six feet, 
clasped her hands behind her back, looked up into a distant sky, and said, “I will 
step out on the word of God.” 

The depression, which was difficult for everyone, was especially so for a 
single black woman in the South tending her crippled son and two grandchildren. 
The Depression caused Mamma to make her statement of faith’ often. She would 
look up as if she could will herself into the heavens, and tell her family in 
particular and the world in general, “I will step out on the word of God. I will 
step out on the word of God.” Immediately, I could see her flung into space, 
moons at her feet and stars at her head, comets swirling around her. Naturally, 
since Mamma stood out on the word of God, and Mamma was over six feet tall, it 
wasn’t difficult for me to have faith. I grew up knowing the word of God had 
power. 
 

For some reason, I see Maya Angelou’s grandmother, Mamma, in the role 

of wisdom in our scripture today. It could be an Oscar worthy performance. Did 

you notice how Wisdom comes after you in this text? She isn’t waiting for us to 

come to our senses, she comes after us. Wisdom seeks us out with great urgency 

because there will be a reckoning, there will be consequences for our careless 

ways, and Wisdom wants to find us and warn us before it is too late. 

 
Proverbs 1 
20 Wisdom shouts in the streets. 
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    She cries out in the public square. 
21 She calls to the crowds along the main street, 
    to those gathered in front of the city gate:  
22 “How long, you fools, 
    will you insist on being simpleminded? 
How long will you mockers relish your mocking? 
    How long will you fools hate knowledge? 
23 Come and listen to my counsel. 
I’ll share my heart with you 
    and make you wise. 
24 “I called you so often, but you wouldn’t come. 
    I reached out to you, but you paid no attention. 
25 You ignored my advice 
    and rejected the correction I offered. 
26 So I will laugh when you are in trouble! 
    I will mock you when disaster overtakes you— 
27  THEN when calamity consumes you like a storm, 
    when disaster engulfs you like a cyclone, 
    and anguish and distress overwhelm you. 
28 “When you cry for help, I will not answer. 
    Though you anxiously search for me, you will not find me. 
29 For you hated knowledge 
    and chose not to fear the LORD. 
30 You rejected my advice 
    and paid no attention when I corrected you. 
31 Therefore, you must eat the bitter fruit of living you own way, 
    choking on your own schemes. 
    Fools are destroyed by their own complacency. 
33 But all who listen to me will live in peace, 
    untroubled by fear of harm.” 
 

This is one of those passages of scripture that makes us sit up straight and 

take notice. It is equal parts warning and encouragement and reflects the 

maturing faith of ancient Israel. No longer was wisdom understood as simply an 

intellectual pursuit. The sages of Ancient Israel taught that the source of true 
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wisdom isn’t human, it’s divine. Because it is a gift from God, it is readily 

available. It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor, young or old, a person with 

multiple college degrees or none—the wisdom that is God’s gift to us is an equal 

opportunity force available to those who choose to live under the power and 

protection of God’s word. 

I expect Maya Angelou’s grandmother understood that. And speaking of 

grandmothers, let me lift up my own grandmother, Pearlie Mae Gaston. Her 

Bible was a giant King James translation with a faux leather cover that went with 

my grandmother to church every Sunday and a lot of other places, too. There 

were notes written in the margins that came from sermons she had heard 

preached and passages underlined from Sunday School lessons she had prepared 

late on a Saturday evening sitting at the kitchen table. That Bible was her road 

map, it was the GPS for her life. I knew from watching my grandmother that 

there was power in the book. To her credit, Pearlie Mae was progressive when it 

came to making God’s word accessible to a new generation. She was thrilled 

when the New Testament translation known as the Good News for Modern Man 

was released in 1966. Pearlie Mae had memorized scripture in King James 

English, but if contemporary English could help more people hide God’s word in 

their heart, if it was easier for her grandchildren to read, then she was all for it. 

She ordered paperback copies of the Good News for Modern Man for her 

grandchildren. On the fly leaf of the copy she gave to me she wrote simple 

instructions: “Read me to be wise.” 

 Decades later as one of organizers of a continuing education event for 

commissioned ministers, I met a man just as passionate about scripture as Pearlie 

Mae Gaston. His name was Robert Mulholland, Professor of New Testament 
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Interpretation at Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. We 

invited Dr. Mulholland to speak to us about his book Shaped by the Word. His 

book was about THE book. He told us we’ve got it all wrong when we treat the 

Bible like any other academic subject where we seek to master the subject matter 

and reduce it to some area of personal expertise. There is power in this book to 

change the world. This book has toppled kingdoms and brought mighty rulers to 

their knees and the very best life we can hope for is to surrender ourselves to 

God’s Word, to sit quietly and savor a single verse, to read a psalm out loud and 

let the words wash over us, to open the Word in the morning and carry a phrase 

with us through our day so that we see ordinary events through the lens of 

scripture. 

You don’t need to memorize the names of every book in the New 

Testament in order, or know which gospel is the oldest, or understand how the 

gospel of Matthew is divided into five parts reflecting the Law of Moses. None 

of that matters because this Word wants to change your heart first and then your 

mind. You were created to be shaped by the Word, to let it was over you like a 

spring shower, to drink it in when your soul is parched, to let it take root in your 

heart. 

Come and listen to my counsel, I’ll share my heart with you and make you 

wise.   Proverbs 1:23 


