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 T h e  C hr i s t i a n  W om e n ’s 
Fellowship Invites You to Christmas 
Joy on Dec. 11. 
 The theme for this year’s CWF 
Brunch and Bake Sale is “Christmas 
Joy” and we plan to celebrate with 
Christmas Joy. You can participate 
in several ways. 
 First, locate your favorite 
Christmas recipes and donate a few 

baked items to help us raise funds 
for worthy causes. Our Christmas 
Joy Bake Sale begins at 10:30 am on 
Dec. 11 so plan to bring your 
delicious donations (wrapped and 
labeled, please) earlier that morning. 
 Second, everyone is invited to 
stop by to shop at our Bake Sale that 
morning! 
 Finally, purchase your tickets 
now for the Christmas Joy Brunch on 
Dec. 11 at 11:30 am. This year our 
guest speaker is Rev. Alice Hupp, 
pastor of our sister congregation 
Park Place Christian Church. Alice is 
a gifted preacher and communicator 
as well as a shepherd devoted to her 
flock. You and your guests will be 
delighted by our speaker, our 
delicious holiday menu and the 
beautifully decorated tables. 
 Please make plans now to 
celebrate Christmas Joy with the 
CWF on December 11. 

 As of Monday, November 27th, 
we have received 120 estimates of 
giving totaling $591,991…with an 
average pledge of $4,933, that 
represents an average pledge 
increase of 8.5%. We also have 40 
previous pledgers for this year 
totaling $107,915 who we have not 
heard from for 2018. If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to make your 
estimate of giving, we invite you to 
join us in our commitment for 2018 
to begin another year of mission 
and ministry at First Christian 
Church. There is still important work 
to be done, needs to be addressed, 
hearts to turn and good news to be 
shared. Estimate of giving cards are 
available at our welcome center, the 
church pews and the church office. 
Please don’t hesitate to call Tina 
Williams or Cheryl Appling if you’d 
like more information. 

ADVENT 
WORKSHOP 

It is a much-loved FCC 
tradition! The Advent 
Workshop on the first 
Sunday in Advent begins 
with craft tables spread 
across Fellowship Hall. At 
each table, a different 
Christmas craft and crafty 
volunteers to guide our 
younger artisans. The 
gingerbread house station 
is stocked with all the 
ingredients needed for an 
architectural masterpiece. 
Then it’s time for a delicious supper and conversation around the table. This 
warm and creative family event is the perfect way to begin our journey to 
Bethlehem. December 3, 5-7pm, Fellowship Hall. 

CHRISTMAS JOY ON DEC. 11 

FCC BLOOD DRIVE 
Sunday, December 3rd, 

9:30 am -12:30 pm 
In the Gym 

Walk-Ins Welcome! 



Children’s 
Ministry News! 

by Claire Baer 
 

 
 The season of Advent is here! I never believed my 
parents when they said that time flies the older you get, but 
they could not have been more right. As Christmas quickly 
approaches, we are surrounded by Christmas music, 
Santa, elves, commercials for this year’s trendy gifts and 
so much more. With all of the excitement that this season 
brings, it can be easy to push the celebration of Advent to 
the side. 
 The four weeks leading up to Christmas are supposed 
to be full of the anticipation of the arrival of Jesus, the Son 
of God, in the form of a baby. I am always full of awe and 
wonder when I think about the Savior coming into the world 
in such a vulnerable state. As I think about the child that 
laid in a manger, I think about the children that we have in 
our own church home. They, too, are in a vulnerable state, 
especially in their faith formation and Advent is such a 
wonderful time to teach them about the love that God has 
for us and how to wait with excitement for the coming of the 
King.  
 I have learned over my years of working with children 
that waiting is one of the hardest things for them to do. We 
live in such a fast paced world that the thought of having to 
anticipate something just brings feelings of frustration, and 
sometimes even stress. Advent is the perfect time to just 
slow things down with your family and really spend time 
focusing on what the season is all about. Make an effort to 
use the traditions that you have, to really focus on the 
Christmas story. This is a good time to maybe even start 
some new traditions with your family that encourage faith 
formation at home! Here are some activities that you can 
do at home during the holidays to share the excitement of 
Advent with your children.  
 

Nativity Scenes: Set up your nativity scenes together as a 
family. As you are setting it up read the Nativity story and 
add each person/animal as they appear in the scripture. 
 

Christmas Card Blessings: Whenever you get a Christmas 
card from friends and family, place them in designated spot 
that is easy to see. Each day pick a card at random and, as 
a family, pray for the people that sent you that card. 
 

I Spy: Make a point each day to ask your child where they 
saw God today. This is also a good time to share where 
you saw God in your day as well. Children will learn so 
much about God through your experiences. 
 

Elf on the Shelf: I saw this in an advent article and thought 
it was genius! If you are part of the Elf on the Shelf 
bandwagon, why not use this fun tradition to help teach 
about Jesus and the Christmas story. Have your elf hang 
out with the characters from the Nativity. Your elf can give 
out scriptures each day that you can discuss with your 
children.  The possibilities are endless! 
 

I hope that these Advent ideas spark your interest and 
encourage you to find ways to share the love of God with 
your little ones at home this Advent season!  

Youth Ministry 
News! 

by Josh deSteiguer 
 

 
Greeting FCC Family! 

The season of Advent is upon us! Advent is 
without a doubt one of the most exciting times in our life 
together as a worshipping community. Special services, 
music, children and youth blessing us with their talent in 
the Christmas Pageant and Christmas Eve Services, and 
the hanging of the greens, all help set this season apart 
as a truly special time in our church. I must say that I am 
super excited for my first Advent experience here in 
Wichita Falls. 
 While Advent is a sacred time within the church, it can 
also be an extraordinarily hectic time in the rest of our 
lives. Deadlines, obligations, gifts to buy, errands to run, 
academic semesters coming to a close, and many other 
events and activities, can distract us from the things we 
should be focusing on during Advent. For the teens in our 
lives they are trying to hang on till the Christmas break, 
stressing over tests, counting down to the end of 
extracurricular activities, and are running 100 miles an 
hour towards the much anticipated time off from school. 
With all of these things taken into consideration in addition 
to the images of the commercialized Christmas that is all 
around us, it is certainly difficult for families with teenagers 
to focus on the true meaning of this sacred season. 

Let’s challenge ourselves as families to grow in 
our faith and spiritual development during advent, and to 
extend that experience beyond the four walls of the 
church. I know that this challenge will not be easy. It is a 
difficult thing to try to start something new within a family’s 
routine. Also sharing our own faith, and having deep 
conversations about spiritual development is intimidating 
and takes a ton of courage for anyone. Add that to the fact 
that teens can be a pretty tough audience, and it can 
seem like a monumental undertaking indeed. My 
encouragement to you is to start small, but consistently, 
and see where it leads. One thing you could do as a 
family is to try Christmas card prayers. This entails that 
every time you receive a Christmas card in the mail you sit 
down as a family and pray for whoever sent it to you, you 
can also do this with the cards you send out as a family. 
This could lead to discussing the advent themes of hope, 
peace, joy, and love, and how we live these out as 
followers of Christ. If you are truly courageous you could 
even undertake reading the Christmas story, yes the one 
from the Bible (Luke 1:5-2:21 is a great place to start). All 
kidding aside, I know that this is a difficult and intimidating 
change to the holiday routine that I am asking you to 
make. I promise that the youth team and I are going to do 
our best to make this Advent a season of faith 
development for the youth here at FCC, and I encourage 
you all to help carry on this important task at home as 
well. 
 



FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., Nov. 21). . . . . . . 19 
The Neighborhood (Wed., Nov. 22). . . . . . . . Did not meet 
8:40  Worship. . . 36  10:45 Worship. . .153 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189 
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . .71 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,815.66 
Sunday Receipts for 11/26/17 $6,079.00 
Through Nov. 27: Income $647,611.47 Expenses $7729,339.39 

This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“Angels Among Us” 
Luke 1:5-24, 57-80 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, so NO Challenger next week! 
FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Monday. 

 

 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Outreach Services will be  
Sunday, December 3rd. Items for collection will be shampoo & 
deodorant. Interfaith and World Outreach appreciate your gifts to 
this project each month. 
 

 Prime Timers Luncheon will be Sunday, December 
3rd, at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 The December gathering of ON HOLD, our support group 
for caregivers of all kinds, will be Tuesday, December 4th, at 
2414/2416 Barbados from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Just look for the 
ON HOLD sign out in front. This informal, come-and-go setting 
includes a light meal/refreshments and conversation aimed at 
support and encouragement. ON HOLD is a ministry to women 
and men who place their own lives “on hold” while they care for 
loved ones--grandchildren, aging parents, or anyone in between. 
 

 Christmas Fellowship Dinner: This year’s 
Christmas Fellowship Dinner will be held on Wednesday, 
December 13th, at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 The program for the evening will feature the children of our 
church in their annual Christmas pageant. Children ages Pre-K 
to 5th grade are invited to participate in the pageant. Rehearsal 
will be on Sunday, December 10th, in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am 
during Sunday School. 
 You are asked to bring your favorite Christmas vegetable, 
salad or dessert. The church will provide the meat. Cost is by 
donation. Bring your food to the Scout Hall before 6:00 pm. The 
dinner line will begin in Stratten Hall, continue through Scout 
Hall, then into the Fellowship Hall. 
 Be sure to make your reservations in worship this Sunday 
or by calling the church office. 
 A certain special gentleman may make his annual 
appearance during the evening. 
 

 Our Sock Tree! For the 22nd year the Sock Tree for 
Fain Elementary School students is up in the church office. Let’s 
decorate it with colorful socks, hats and gloves! 
 

 Christmas Eve Yard Signs! We hope you still have 
your Christmas Eve yard signs from last year and will display it 
in your yard. We do still have a few that are available in the 
church office. 
 

 Member News:  
Hospitalized: at Health South Rehab is Gretchen 

Bridgman, Phyllis Lewis, & Jimmy Smriglio; at the Gables is 
Ruth Beyer. Released & back home is Gayle Salazar. 
 

 From the Mailbox. . . 
The family of Mary Ann Cherry Dowell wants to express its 
appreciation to First Christian Church for the expressions of 
sympathy given at her passing. 
   Collett Turkett, Lloyd Cherry, Charles Cherry &  
   A.C. Dowell 

* * * * * 
 I am a member of Exie Nicholas’ family. I would like to thank 
you and your church members for the wonderful service, the 
meal, and the reception after. We appreciate your expressions 
of sympathy and your hospitality. 
       Sincerely, 
     Barbara Churchill (Amy’s Mother-in-law) 
May God bless you all. 

* * * * * 
 Please join Bud & Betty Rafuse at 2770 Maverick Trail on 
Sunday, December 10, for their Annual Christmas Open House 
from 5 pm to 8 pm. 
 

 Christian Women’s Fellowship: Group 
Meetings will be as follows on Monday, December 18th: Group 
1 at 1:30 pm at Patt Gidding’s home, 2806 Mill Valley; Group 2 
at 5:30 pm at Applebee’s on Kemp; and Group 3 at 1:00 pm in 
the Parlor. 
 

 Persecuted Church Prayers This Week: Pray 
for ongoing Bible distributions and training throughout the 
country of Turkey. 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 The Senior Minister Search Committee has completed 
processing the information contained in the ninety-four 
Congregational Surveys we received last month. We look 
forward to sharing our report with the congregation in the next 
two weeks. Thank you to everyone who submitted a survey! 

The Children's Christmas 
Pageant is only a couple of 

weeks away! Mark your 
calendars for Wednesday, 

December 13th! Please 
contact me at 

claire@firstchristianwf.com 
if your child would like to 

participate! 

TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS! 
We will be using 100 poinsettias to decorate the Chapel 
& Sanctuary for Advent. If you would like to furnish 
one in memory or honor of a loved one, please fill out 
the form below and return it with your check to the 
church office. The poinsettias are $8.00 each and the 
deadline to order is December 4th. 
 

Donor _____________________________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of __________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of __________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of __________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_______________ 
 
Total paid__________________________ Cash / Check #_________________________ 



New on the Library Shelves. . . 
 The Library has created a display of Advent and 
Christmas Books. Please stop by and make a selection to 
enjoy and enrich your Christmas Season. 

Three new titles added this year are: 

1. Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs of Christmas
2. The Christmas List by Richard Paul Evans
3. The Max Lucado Christmas Collection

 Two new books in our library deal with the danger 
posed to Christianity today by fundamentalism. Both 
authors have excellent credentials and base their 
conclusions on research, theological reflections, and 
historical context. 

Thy Kingdom Come — An Evangelical’s Lament 
 How the Religions Right Distorts the Faith and 
Threatens America by Randall Balmer 
 Dr. Balmer is professor of American Religious History 
at Columbia University, the author of ten books, and the 
editor-at-large for Christianity Today. For much of 
American history, evangelism was aligned with 
progressive political causes—it fought for abolition of 
slavery, universal sufferage, and public education. Dr. 
Balmer struggles to reconcile the contemporary state of 
evangelical faith in America with its former progressive 
nature, as it steers Christians away from the real message 
of Scripture. He details the way in which this is occurring 
and the way it alienates evangelicals who are not politically 
conservative. He urges all Christians to reclaim the noblest 
traditions of faith. 

Stealing Jesus—How Fundamentalism Betrays Christianity 
by Bruce Bawer 
 This work exposes the great danger posed to 
Christianity today by fundamentalism. The theme 
throughout the author’s discussions is the contrast 
between legalistic (fundamentalist) and non-legalistic 
religion. He explains that in recent years, legalistic 
Christians have organized into a political movement that 
betrays Christianity’s most precious traditions. It has stolen 
Jesus and has yoked His name and church to ideas, 
beliefs, and attitudes that would have appalled Jesus. 
 His discussion of the historical nature of the 
transformation (beginning in pioneer America) to the 
impasse in today’s world is quite interesting. He feels that 
the time has come for non-legalistic Christians to 
unshackle Christianity from the prejudices and precepts to 
which legalistic Christians have bound it. He contrasts 
today’s supposed Christianity (legalistic) with the 
teachings of Jesus, explaining why these developments 
endanger the stability, democracy and pluralism of the 
United States and the rest of the world and why they need 
to be reversed now. 
 Other prominent Christian theologians and authors 
recommend this work, saying things like: “Bawer is the 
ringing testament of a man who is equally disturbed by the 
notion of an America without Christianity and the notion of 
an American Christianity without love and compassion.” 

Take advantage of and enjoy your First Christian Church Library 
and its contents any time the church building is open. 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
2017 Thanksgiving Baskets Delivery Day 



1 Brady Burross 
 
2 Virginia Krebs 
 Dwight Ross IV 
 
3 Brad Beyer 
 
4 Brandi Brannon 
 Weldon Brunson 
 Helen Jackson 
 Andrew Jelen 
 Bill Jennings 
 
5 Susie Gentry 
 
7 Kyle Johnson 
 Sherry Martin 
 Jerry Nabors 
 Michael Pettibon 
 David Wyatt 
 
8 Harvey Coombs 
 
9 Diane Brown 
 Tony Nicholas 
 Sarah Sparks 
 

10 Tucker Conrady 
 Ted Lauck 
 Asher Redding 
 
12 Pat Thacker 
 
14 Jenny Denning 
 
15 Camille Brookshire 
 Hannah Ewers 
 
16 Mary Brock 
 Opal Noble 
 Emily Thomas 
 Angela Vallejo 
 
17 Kaye Holland 
 
18 Ann Cocke 
 Sarah Stewart 
 
19 Anna Marie Bedford 
 Glenn Briscoe 
 Ida Jo Duncan 
 
 
 

20 Jack Cline 
 Connie Ramsey 
 Mark Zellner 
 
21 Teresa Caves 
 Kathleen Lauck 
 Kay McQuiston 
 
22 Analise Sevilla 
 
23 Meredith Buckley 
 
24 Bobby Dean Jr. 
 
25 Alvin Burge 
 Alice Vallejo 
 
26 Patty Nabors 
 
27 Andy Robinette 
 
28 Aaliyah Sevilla 
 
29 Ashlen Loskot 
 
 
 

7 Debi & Larry Ballard 
 
10 Julia & Tres Ward 
 
15 Sandra & Bob Hayes 
 
17 Andria & Dewayne Aylor 
 
18 Mary Kathryn & Bill Tanner 
 Sue & Randy Wineinger 
 
24 Colleen & Ronnie James 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 

31 Dana Boswell 
 Kristen Burross 
 James Morris 
 

27 Jenny & Lee Denning 
 
28 Elise & Andrew Allen 
 Alice & Gordon West Jr. 
 
30 Phyllis & Richard Hiraki 
 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Acting Senior Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Claire Baer, Director of Children’s Ministries 692-2282 
Josh deSteiguer, Director of Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Laurel Clement, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 642-7021 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, December 3, 2017   
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT / HANGING OF THE GREENS 
PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30-12:00 Blood Drive (Gym) 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00-7:00 Advent Workshop (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, December 4, 2017  
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 222) 
6:30 Sr. Minister Search Committee Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 
9:15 YAS “Fantasy of Lights” Field Trip (Tues & Fri) (MSU) 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Mtg (Central CC-Nocona) 
11:30-1:30 “On Hold” Caregivers Support Group (2414/2416 Barbados) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
 Substance Abuse (Rm 304)  Parenting (Rm 305 & 306) 
 Rebuilding from Broken Relationships (Rm 307) 
 Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 308)  Anger Management (Rm 309) 
7:00 CGRM Christmas Party (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
9:00 YAS Santa Visit (Wed & Thurs) (Parlor) 
5:30 The Neighborhood Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30-7:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 405) 
7:00-8:00 Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) (Youth Room/Gym) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, December 7, 2017 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
Sunday, December 10, 2017   
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT / CHOIR CANTATA 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OFFERING 
NO 8:40 Chapel Worship 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship “Choir Cantata” (Sanctuary) 
2:00 CWF Decorating for Christmas Brunch (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Chi Rho (Grades 6-8) & CYF (Grades 9-12) (Youth Rm/Gym) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 402) 
Monday, December 11, 2017   
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:00 YAS Storytime (Mon & Tues) (Rm 220) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Rm 222) 
10:30 CWF Bake Sale (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30 CWF “Christmas Joy” Brunch (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 Sr. Minister Search Committee Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, December 12, 2017 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
 Substance Abuse (Rm 304)  Parenting (Rm 305 & 306) 
 Rebuilding from Broken Relationships (Rm 307) 
 Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 308)  Anger Management (Rm 309) 
7:00 Outreach Ministry Meeting (Library) 
Wednesday, December 13, 2017  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
9:00 CCF (Chapel) 
10:00 YAS Caroling 
6:00 Christmas Fellowship Dinner & Children’s Pageant (FH) 
7:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, December 14, 2017 
10:30 YAS Christmas Parties (Thurs & Fri) 
6:30 FCC Staff Christmas Party 
Friday, December 15, 2017 
Youth Lock-In Begins 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

12/3: Eddie Tucker, Polly Tonemah; Alice Gordon, Presiding 
12/3: Susan Buckley, Cathy Gately; Robert Hernandez, Presiding 

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 
12/3: David Wyatt, Sally Wilson, Sherry Martin 

12/10: Ainslee Buckley, Catherine Earley, Luke Machado 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

12/3: Debbie & Mark Turnbow 
12/10: Sarah Cook & Sally Wilson 

DECEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 
Jerry & Cheryl Caraway, Larry & Linda Carr, Catherine Earley, Caitlin 
Hartman, Lee Bybee, Sharon Roach, Debbie & Mark Turnbow, Sarah 
Cook, Eric Hartman, Sherry Martin, Sally Wilson, David Wyatt, Luke 
Machado. 
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