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October 22, 2017 First Christian Church Wichita Falls, Texas 
 
7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp; 
he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the 
tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all 
the people would rise and stand, each of them, at the entrance of their tents and watch 
Moses until he had gone into the tent. 9When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud 
would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD would speak with 
Moses. 10When all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, 
all the people would rise and bow down, all of them, at the entrance of their tents. 
11Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then he 
would return to the camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son of Nun, would not leave 
the tent.  
12 Moses said to the LORD, ‘See, you have said to me, “Bring up this people”; but you 
have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, “I know you by 
name, and you have also found favour in my sight.” 13Now if I have found favour in your 
sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favour in your sight. 
Consider too that this nation is your people.’ 14He said, ‘My presence will go with you, 
and I will give you rest.’ 15And he said to him, ‘If your presence will not go, do not carry 
us up from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favour in your sight, I 
and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your 
people, from every people on the face of the earth.’  
 
 
For six weeks now we have been on the road with the Israelites. And let’s agree this 

was no ordinary road trip. Imagine for a minute that this wilderness journey has 

become one of Rick Steves’ most popular tours. Here are some highlights of our 

journey he would share on his website: 

 Share in the excitement of those very first days of freedom from slavery in 
Egypt, when God convinced Pharaoh to “let my people go”? 

 Marvel in the skill of God who blazes the trail for us using a pillar of cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night. 

 Stay one step ahead of the Egyptian army as God devises detours in the 
wilderness so that it will appear we are lost 

 Be an eye witness on the day when Moses lifted the staff of the Lord and the 
waters moved aside, driven by the force of the wind. Along with the Israelites 
we will cross over on dried up marshland, and watch as God defeats Pharaoh’s 
army at the Red Sea. 
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 Drink your fill of spring-fed water delivered from a rock by the hand of God. 
 Enjoy the spectacular desert sunrise as you gather baskets of bread as sweet as 

honey. 
 
 I suspect Rick Steves would want to call this Signs and Wonders Tour. 

Because that is what they experienced day after day—awesome signs of God’s 

power and wonderful demonstrations of God’s presence with his people. 

Remember, a sign is a visible indicator which points to the invisible power and 

activity of God in the world around us. A sign reassures the faithful, but it isn’t a 

substitute for faith. 

 Basic to Israel’s faith is the conviction that God is not aloof from the world of 

daily affairs or bound by an iron chain of cause-and-effect sequences. 

 Because of the Exodus experience, the Israelites had a sense of the immediacy 

of God’s presence. They believed that any event—ordinary or extraordinary—could 

be a sign that God was in their midst. 

 One of the basic tenets of biblical faith is the doctrine of providence, the 

conviction that the God who is Creator and Lord shapes the events of history and 

controls the powers of nature according to his sovereign purpose. 

 Now I don’t want to ignore what happened in our scripture for last week. The 

whole experience of signs and wonders definitely took a bad turn. Moses stayed too 

long on the mountain and in his absence the people relapsed, they created a golden 

image of a calf because that was comfortable, it temporarily relieved their anxiety 

about the next leg of their journey to the land flowing with milk and honey. 

 Today’s scripture, Exodus 33, is a truly remarkable section of the Exodus 

story because of what we learn about the nature of God and about God’s 

relationship with Moses. 
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 God has had it with this stiff-necked people. It is the second time in as many 

chapters that God has used that phrase. The Hebrew translation would be “stubborn 

and oppositional.” God does not intend to continue his journey with these 

aggravating people. He’ll send an angel to escort them to the land flowing with milk 

and honey but he is done. 

 “I will not go with you,” he informs Moses, “because I might destroy them on 

the way.” 

 Instead of a God who directly communed with Moses and whose presence 

could be seen on the mountain, they would have to live with a much more elusive 

representation of God’s presence, an angel. The people realized they had been 

demoted from people who dealt with God directly through Moses to people who 

now would have an angel added to the chain of command. 

 Is it any wonder that the people entered into a time of mourning? Because of 

their sinfulness, God was moving further away from them. The journey had been 

difficult enough when God intervened directly on their behalf. Now what will 

happen? How will they manage? 

 Douglas Stuart in his commentary on Exodus makes an interesting 

observation at this point. He says God’s decision to distance himself from the 

people is also an example of mercy. Stuart writes, “God admits no one on earth into 

his full presence because he does not tolerate sin in proximity to God. The closer a 

sinful being would get to the true God, the greater the danger of that person’s 

destruction. God still plans to help the Israelites get to Canaan, he still plans to 

guide them, but in the interest of their very survival, it must now be from a distance. 

 This basic tenet of Old Testament theology is tricky for modern Christians 

who have grown up with an abundance of grace. Because of our confidence in 
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God’s unconditional love, we’re rather relaxed about the need for obedience. 

Whether or not we’re truly serious about the life of discipleship, whether we follow 

Jesus’ teaching that confessing our sins is the pathway to forgiveness, we’re 

expecting complete amnesty when time runs out on the game clock. 

 Barbara Brown Taylor in her book Speaking of Sin, points to a list of words 

that are hard for many 21st century believers to pronounce: sin, judgment, 

repentance, penance, salvation, iniquity, transgression. 

When these words are pronounced out loud, many of them sound like language 
from an earlier age, when human relationship with God was laced with blame and 
threat. We may not know exactly what they mean, but we know that they judge us. 
The most obvious solution to the discomfort they provoke is to stop saying them 
altogether, which is what many of us have done. When we speak of God, we go 
straight to grace. Why should we speak of sin anymore? Why dwell on the failures 
God has promised to absolve? 
The only reason I can think of is because we believe God means to redeem the 
world through us. We have been chosen, in the language of Genesis, not only to be 
blessed but also to be a blessing. It seems to me that too many of us have given up 
hope of new life for ourselves. It is far less painful to rely on God’s forgiveness than 
it is to believe that God might help us eliminate some of our sinful habits. 
 
 Here’s the catch, according to Taylor: The language of grace is weakened 

when we refuse to talk about sin. The full impact of God’s forgiveness cannot be felt 

apart from the full impact of what has been forgiven. 

 When God chooses in our scripture for today to remove himself from his 

sinful people, Moses steps up to plead for the people, to see if his personal 

relationship with Yahweh might be used as an intercessory bargaining chip. I hope 

you still have your pew Bible open. The conversation that follows is one of the 

most exceptional moments in all of the Hebrew Scriptures. Let’s begin with verse 

12. 
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Exodus 33:12-23 (NRSV) 
12 Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but 
you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know 
you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13 Now if I have found 
favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in 
your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 14 God said, “My 
presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 And Moses said to him, “If 
your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 16 For how shall it be 
known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with 
us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the 
face of the earth.” 
17 The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you 
have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 18 Moses said, “Show me 
your glory, I pray.” 19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, 
and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he 
said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” 21 And the Lord 
continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; 22 and 
while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you 
with my hand until I have passed by; 23 then I will take away my hand, and you 
shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 
 
 After this scene, God spends some time with Moses replacing the broken 

stone tablets with new tablets. Then God kept his promise and passed by Moses. 

The Bible tells us that Moses bowed his head and worshipped God and then he said, 

“If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, I pray, let the Lord go with us. 
Although this is a stiff-necked people, pardon our iniquity and our sin and take us 
for your inheritance.” 
 
 And now, at last, God answered with the words that Moses has been longing 

to hear. 

God said to Moses: “I hereby make a covenant. Before all your people I will 
perform marvels, such as have not been performed in all the earth or in any nation; 
and all the people among whom you live shall see the work of the Lord, for it will be 
an awesome thing that I will do with you.” 
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 That day on Mt. Sinai Moses trades in all his markers in order to get the 

people one more chance with God. God will go with them because of Moses. 

_______________ 

 
And now our final installment of Signs and Wonders as experienced by members of 

this congregation. But first, let’s talk about miracles. According to the Interpreter’s 

Dictionary of the Bible, a miracle is defined as: 

…an unusual, marvelous event which testified to God’s active presence in the 
world. The event which the faithful may regard as “wonderful” may from another 
point of view seem quite ordinary or an insignificant coincidence.  
 
First, from Alice Gordon: 

 Harry and Alice had been married only six months when this miracle 

occurred. They were traveling back to Wichita Falls when their car broke down in 

Waxahachie. They were towed to the Ford house for repairs. 

 This was a time when money was tight for the young couple. Alice organized 

their household expenses each month using a different envelope for each bill they 

had. When the paycheck came, Alice divided the dollars up into the respective 

envelopes to make sure the bills would be paid on time. 

 When the mechanic at the Ford dealership, came to the share bad news, it 

turned out that the repairs would require all the money in all the envelopes to get 

the car running again. Harry and Alice walked over to a corner of the room to talk. 

 “How can we afford this?” she asked. “How are we going to pay our bills?” 

 Harry didn’t see that they had much choice. How were they going to get back 

to Wichita Falls if they didn’t have a working automobile? Finally she agreed, they 

emptied all the envelopes, and Harry took the money to the cashier. 
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 “Your bill has been paid already,” the cashier told them. “How can that be?” 

they asked. The cashier point to a man standing nearby. He had entered the waiting 

area while they were standing in the corner talking, so they didn’t notice him. He 

told the cashier that in his morning prayers, God told him to go over to the Ford 

House. He didn’t know why, but he followed God’s lead. He nodded toward the 

young couple having a serious conversation in the corner. 

 “Are they having problems paying their repair bill?” he asked. 

 “I think so,” the cashier answered. 

 “Would you mind telling me how much they owe?” the man asked. And 

without hesitation, he wrote out a check for the full amount. 

 
 
Here’s the second story of signs and wonders… 

 Ricky and Margaret haven’t been married too long and they are working 

together on some of the challenges that come with small children in a blended 

family. Money is tight but they have saved for two months for a family outing to 

Six Flags. 

 Besides their 5 children, at the last minute two more were added from a family 

they know who was really struggling. Long story short . . . mom and dad are 

fighting, mom leaves, dad goes to jail, children need a place to stay for a couple of 

days. 

 It occurred to Ricky and Margaret that these kids need a vacation from the 

chaos in their lives. A HAPPY MEAL kind of day. 

 The cost of Six Flags tickets for 7 children and 2 adults was steep and busted 

their budget. Ricky and Margaret were attending church in Lawton and decided to 

ask the pastor if help was possible from the church discretionary fund. All funds 
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were used and no money was available. After discussing options with their pastor 

Ricky and Margaret decided to commit a portion of their tithe to offset the cost of 

two additional people. 

 The Six Flags day finally arrived and the forecast predicted rain all day in 

Arlington. Rain was falling when they left WF, it was still raining when they 

stopped in Arlington at McDonald’s for lunch. Six Flags was looking doubtful. 

After the meal, Ricky’s son Adam took time for a breathing treatment which 

attracted the attention of two men nearby. They came over an introduced 

themselves to Ricky. One was a business man who also had a child who was 

chronically ill. The business man introduced the other man as a prophet. 

 The prophet offered his blessing and told Ricky and Margaret to stick with 

their original plan for the day. He also went on to remind them that; “God has a 

purpose and plan for your lives.” So, with the decision made, the family prepared to 

go on to Six Flags. 

 As they were saying goodbye, the businessman reached out to shake Ricky’s 

hand. When Ricky took his hand away he had been given a gift. A sum of money 

that was exactly enough for the Six Flags tickets, meals, fuel, and enough left over 

to tithe 10% of the gift. 

 Just as miraculous, it rained off and on throughout the day. When inside 

watching a show it was raining. When outside to ride rides, the clouds parted and 

the sun came out. 


