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FCC CALLS NEW DIRECTOR OF 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 Our Church Board turned out in 
force Monday night to vote unanimously 
to call Josh deSteiguer as our new 
Director of Youth Ministry. Both the 
Youth Search Committee led by Harry 
Tonemah and the Personnel Committee 
led by Jim Hay are thrilled with our 
newest addition to the FCC Staff. 
 Here’s a short interview the day 
after the Big Vote. 

Q:  Josh, we’re excited to have you join our church staff.  Tell us 
about yourself in 40 words or less. 
A: Thanks Renee! I am super excited to be joining the FCC 
Wichita Falls team. I am a native of Weatherford, Texas. I grew 
up at Central Christian Church in Weatherford and that is where 
I first felt my call to ministry. I went to TCU where I majored in 
Secondary Education. I received my Master of Divinity from 
Brite last year and have been working with youth in various 
capacities for a little over eight years. 
Q:  What for you are the highlights of being a youth minister? 
What do you love best about your job? 
A: The highlights of being a youth minister are many, but I love 
seeing young people cultivating an active interest and passion 
for their own faith and for their church community. The thing I 
love most about the job is getting to form relationships with 
youth, and really getting to see them grow into the people that 
God has called them to be. Also I am a lock-in and mission trip 
junkie. 
Q:  What attracted you to First Christian Church of Wichita 
Falls? Tell us about your first impressions. 
A:  I was attracted to FCC Wichita Falls by what I had heard 
from a couple of my friends who have worked here in the past. 
They said it was one of the most caring churches they had ever 
experienced and that the congregation truly had a passion for 
mission and ministry. Through the contact I have had with 
congregants and staff so far, I can say that they were definitely 
right! My first impression of the facilities: Wow! What a beautiful 
church! FCC Wichita Falls is blessed with an abundance of 
space and resources to facilitate ministry, growth and outreach. 
Q:  What are your plans for your first 60 days with us? 
A: I can’t wait to get to know the youth and families here at FCC 
Wichita Falls. In the first sixty days I will focus on building 
community and a sense of vision within the youth group. I will 
also be actively exploring ways that we can reach out to youth 
within the community and Wichita Falls ISD. 
To help us get to know you, answer these 5 questions: 
Favorite movie? “Lonesome Dove” 
Favorite color? TCU purple, though I love the outdoors so if 
camo was a color it would be close. 
Favorite pet? I have recently been adopted by a stray cat I call 
Tabitha and she is awesome! 
Favorite food? Street tacos. I can smell a taco truck from a mile 
away. 
Favorite hobby? Spending time in the outdoors. 

CMF ROASTS 
DAVE HARTMAN 
ON AUGUST 17 

 Master of Ceremonies and 
resident comedian Chris Showalter 
has named the event: 
 

“Thank you.  Oh, thank you very much.”   
A Tribute to Dave Hartman 

 
 You don’t want to miss this event for the 
congregation and the community. 
 We begin at 6:30 pm with the incomparable CMF 
dinner of steak or chicken right off the grill, plus all 
the sides and legendary banana pudding. But the 
real dessert is the presentation that follows as Chris 
takes us down memory lane with our Senior Minister. 
 Meal tickets are $10 and those with tickets move 
to the front of the line that night. Buy your tickets now 
in the church office or at the Welcome Center 
following worship Sunday. 

CHURCH HISTORY PRESENTATION 
AUGUST 20 SPOTLIGHTS 

 The 60’s and 70’s were wonderful years for First 
Christian Church. Thanks to gifted leaders John Muir 
and Brent Stratton the pews were packed on 
Sundays and ministry was delivered with excellence. 
 Dave Hartman will celebrate these golden years 
and extraordinary leaders on August 20 as he 

d e l i v e r s  a n o t h e r 
presentation on the 
History of FCC. He will 
also discuss the 
c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ s 
leadership in the 
community following 
Terrible Tuesday (April 
10, 1979). 

 Make your reservation now for the Fellowship 
Luncheon and History Presentation. The menu is 
fried chicken, mashed potatoes, green beans, rolls 
and dessert. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

The Benedict Option?  Part VII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gustave Doré, “The Stoning of Saint Stephen,” 1870 
 
 With the coronation of Constantine, two and a half centuries 
of spasmodic imperial persecution finally ended. His ascension 
to the throne was a godsend to Christian believers in the Roman 
Empire. But it was not only a question of what he could do for 
the Church; he also had expectations that the Church could do 
something for him. 
 Despite decades of persecution, the number of Christians in 
the Roman Empire had continued to multiply. They included 
Constantine’s mother, Helena. To the faithful, their numerical 
increase despite affliction was proof of God’s redemptive grace 
in Jesus Christ.  In the words of Tertullian, a 2nd Century 
apologist, “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” 
But even as the persecution abated, internal conflicts deepened, 
and Christian bishops—discounting Paul’s counsel that it was 
shameful for Christians to take their personal disputes to secular 
authorities  [I  Corinthians  6.1-5]—turned  to  Constantine  for 
mediation. The first large dispute involved the Donatists, which 
we discussed last time. A far more consequential one involved 
what the Church would say authoritatively about the very nature 
of Jesus Christ. 
 In the long-ago second part of this series (which now seems 
destined to continue until the onset of the next Ice Age), I wrote 
briefly about the development of the New Testament canon. A 
“canon” (the word derives from the Greek Kanon, meaning 
“rule”) is a collection of works regarded as authoritative for the 
faith and practice of a particular religion. Definitively determining 
which ones can be included, and which excluded, can take a 
long time. Christians must never forget that the Church’s original 
canon consisted of  the Hebrew scriptures we call  the Old 
Testament, but which the Jews themselves knew as Tanakh. 
The declaration in Timothy 3.16 that “all scripture is inspired by 
God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness” the scripture in question is the Old 
Testament. However, by the end of the 1st Century AD, there 
was a growing consensus among many Christians (especially 
Gentile converts) that the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, and the 13 letters of Paul, had the same divinely inspired 
authority as the Hebrew scriptures did. These additional works, 

whose locus was Jesus Christ, came to be known as the New 
Covenant (or New Testament)—a successor covenant to the 
ones God had made with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses. 
This New Covenant could only be fully understood in the context 
of God’s pre-existing covenants with the Jews. 
 An  early,  influential  Christian  named Marcion  (d.  160) 
proclaimed a canon consisting solely of the Gospel of Luke and 
the letters of Paul. He absolutely rejected the Old Testament, 
declaring that the God revealed therein was wicked, a totally 
different deity from the God of Love revealed by Jesus. Other 
Christians,  like  Tertullian (cited above)  declared Marcion a 
heretic, a teacher of false doctrine (though in the 19th Century, a 
German theologian named Adolf von Harnack said that Marcion 
was actually a seminal Protestant). 
 Apart  from  persuading  his  fellow  Christians  to  reject 
Marcion’s teaching, there wasn’t much Tertullian, or any other 
Christian, could do about his doctrine. Christians lacked the 
punitive power to deal retributive justice against those they 
deemed heretics. Such lack of authority was actually a good 
thing. The Romans occupying Judea had allowed agencies like 
the Sanhedrin to stone their fellow Jews who were guilty of 
adultery [John 8.2-11] or blasphemy [Deuteronomy 12.1-11, 
17.2-7].  Stoning  for  “blasphemy”  was  what  happened  to 
Stephen,  the  first  Christian  martyr  [Acts  7.51-60].  But  the 
authority to order capital punishment for all other offenses was 
reserved to Roman officials like Pontius Pilate. 
 Rome’s preferred method of execution for non-citizens was 
crucifixion. Pilate told the Temple authorities who wanted Jesus 
dead to kill him under their law [John 18.31]. But no Pharisee or 
Sadducee with an interest in self-preservation was prepared to 
stone a man for blasphemy when thousands of his fellow Jews 
hailed  him  as  the  long-promised  Messiah.  The  Temple 
authorities tried to convince Pilate that Jesus was trying to 
arouse insurrection, a capital offense under Roman jurisdiction. 
But after questioning, Pilate concluded that Jesus was innocent 
of the charge and actually argued his innocence. In the end, 
though, Pilate opted for amicable relations with the Pharisees, 
the Sadducees, sundry priests and scribes, and the rent-a-mob 
outside the Praetorium. 
 All of which is to say that if one Christian thought another 
Christian was a heretic, her only recourse was to use the means 
Jesus prescribed: to first reprove the offender in private, in 
hopes  of  repentance  and  reconciliation.  If  that  failed,  the 
process was to be repeated in the presence of a few witnesses. 
If that failed, the issue was to be laid before the church. If the 
other believers concurred that the perceived heresy was so 
grievous as to cause “a little one to stumble,” and repentance 
was not forthcoming, then the offender was to be shunned as a 
disbeliever [Matthew 18.15-20]. No violence was allowed, and 
the ultimate aim was always reconciliation. 
 That changed when the Church started to look to secular 
authorities—notably the Emperor himself—to resolve its doctrinal 
disagreements. In Part 5, we touched on the great theological 
dispute between the bishops Arius and Athanasius—a dispute 
which threatened internecine conflict among Christians—and the 
imperially mandated creed that finally resolved it. Next time, 
after months of meandering and prevaricating, we finally grasp 
the nettle and talk about the Nicene Creed, and why it matters to 
Christians, including non-creedal types in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). [To be continued]. 
         Dave 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, even when we are not of one 
mind, may we always be of one spirit in faith, resolved to glorify 
your Holy Name in word and deed and to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“Jesus Christ the Extra-Terrestrial” 
Colossians 1:15-20 

Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
The Challenger is biweekly, so NO Challenger next week! 

FCC Ministry News is sent by email every Monday. 
 

 FCC Goes to the Movies: We conclude our 
summer series with “E.T.” this Sunday, August 13th. Matinee on 
Thursday, August 10th, at 3 pm and Saturday night, August 12th, 
feature at 7 pm in the Theater Room. 
 

 Back-to-School Prayers for Students and 
Teachers: Again this year we set aside time this Sunday, 
August 13th, to celebrate the blessing of education and pray as a 
congregation for a new school year. We will ask God to bless 
our students and our teachers, school staff and parents, too. 
This ministry of prayer extends far beyond the boundaries of our 
congregation. Back-to-School Sunday is the perfect opportunity 
to bring along a friend or neighbor who is a teacher, or 
neighborhood children in need of a special blessing. 
 

 Project Back to School and PowerPak 4 
Kids Backpack Program! New crayons, glue sticks, and 
sharpened pencils. After-school snacks, and milk and warm 
cookies. It’s that time of year! 
 Did you know that 3 out of every 5 students in the WFISD 
are economically disadvantaged? That’s approximately 9,500 
students. Our Outreach Committee is asking for your support for 
two important back to school programs. The first is Project Back 
to School which works directly with local schools to distribute 
needed school supplies. For less than $20, Project Back to 
School equips students with school supplies, a backpack and a 
sense of well-being. The second is PowerPak 4 Kids 
Backpacks. This program helps to feed hungry children on 
weekends during the school year. 
 An actual PP4K Bag contains sunflower seeds, peanut 
butter, trail mix, hummus, crackers, cereal, small can veggies, 
and shelf stable milk. Other foods sometimes included in the 
bags are granola bars, pop top pastas, and fruit cups. 
 The deadline for donations is this Sunday, August 13th. Just 
indicate “back to school” on the memo line of your check. We’ll 
divide all contributions evenly between the two programs. 
Thanks in advance for your support! 
 

 Chancel Choir resumes rehearsals on August 16th at 
6:30 pm with a potluck supper at the Showalters house, 4902 
Andria. The choir will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, and buns, 
and you are asked to bring a salad, vegetable, or dessert to 
share. Your family is also invited. 
 We’ll sing though a few anthems, talk about a choir retreat, 
and look at our Christmas cantata. This is a great time to join 
choir and to be a part of a great group that shares the gospel of 
Jesus Christ every Sunday! If you have any questions, please 
call Jeanette at 763-8515. 
 

 August Meetings: will be as follows: 
Thursday, August 10th: Outreach at 5:30 pm, Rm 402 
Tuesday, August 15th:  

Prayer Team for Persecuted Christians at 5:00 pm, Rm 310 
Membership at 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Education at 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Stewardship at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
Worship at 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, August 22nd: 
Executive Council at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 

 If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church office, 
692-2282, by noon on Mondays, August 14th & 21st. 
 

 World Outreach Ministry: Welcome, MSU 
International Students! The Outreach Committee  asks 
that you please return your baskets by August 16th. The baskets 
will be blessed in worship. If you have any questions please call 
the church office, 692-2282. 

 Open Flower Dates: If you would like to donate the 
flowers for the worship service in the Sanctuary, the following 
date is open: August 20. Call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 
781-2426, to donate. 
 

 First Time Guests! We are excited to report that the 
following persons visited for the first time this past Sunday, 
August 6th: Larry & Teresa Archambo, Helen Berry, Jan Hill, 
Kerry Robertson. 
 

 FCC Welcomes HHH Participants: For 10 years 
now, FCC has provided lodging and meals for men and women 
from all over Texas and beyond who participate in the Hotter-N-
Hell Hundred bike race.  Last year 110 HHH riders enjoyed FCC 
hospitality. Volunteers are needed to greet/register our guests, 
prepare and serve a spaghetti dinner on Friday night, or prepare 
and serve a hearty pre-dawn breakfast before the riders head 
downtown to the starting line. 
 

 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as possible with 
our Member News, so if you know about an honor someone received, an 
important event in someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please 
call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Promise Hospital is Gayle Salazar; at 
Advanced Rehab is Jane Sterling. Released and back home is 
Exie Nicholas. 

Military Deployed: is Jodi Schmidt, daughter of Debbi & 
Dennis Schmidt. Please keep them all in your prayers. 

We extend our sympathies to the family of Jimmie Shirley. 
Jimmie passed away on July 28th. Services were held on August 
2nd. 

Our sympathies are extended to Ruth Terry and Family on 
learning of the death of her husband, Dr. Don Terry, on July 28th. 
Services were held in the Sanctuary on August 5th. 

Our sympathies are also extended to Clayton & Katherine 
Tompkins and Family on learning of the death of their father, 
former FCC member, Larry Tompkins, on July 30th. 

The family of Dorothy & James Irl Montgomery invites you 
to celebrate their 70th Wedding Anniversary on Saturday, August 
26, 2017, from 2:30-4:00 pm in the Fountain Room at 
Presbyterian Manor, 4600 Taft Blvd. No gifts, please. Come & 
Go. 

ONLINE GIVING—A SIMPLE SOLUTION 
 A quick trip to the church website these days reveals 
something new—an “online giving” button at the top of the home 
page. This convenient form of stewardship allows our members 
to give automatically (you choose the interval) using a credit 
card or a bank draft. Some of our members like using credit 
cards because they are earning points toward travel. If you 
prefer to avoid credit cards, the bank draft option ensures that 
your gift arrives regularly to support ministry at FCC. The benefit 
for FCC in online giving is that we avoid the summer slump 
when giving drops as families travel. The benefit for our 
members in online giving is avoiding the stress of “catching up” 
each fall when there are other demands on the family budget. 
Please visit the church website at www.firstchristianwf.com and 
see for yourself how simple online giving can be. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Maggie Ross, Interim Sunday Evening Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Madi Showalter, Children’s Ministries Intern 692-2282 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Alisa Gardner, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Laurel Clement, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 642-7021 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., Aug. 1). . . . . . . 22 
The Neighborhood (Wed., Aug. 2). . . . . . . . 15 
8:40  Worship. . . 50  10:45 Worship. . .175 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240 
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,815.66 
Sunday Receipts for 8/6/17 $15,553.34 
Through Aug. 7: Income $446,999.47 Expenses $473,911.10 
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PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for the families of Christian leaders who have been 
imprisoned because of their faith in Bangladesh. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

8/13: Kenn Hill, Ann Hunter; Dwight Ross III, Presiding 
8/20: Robert Hernandez, Craig Reynolds; Debbi Schmidt, Presiding 

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 
8/13: Shirley Craft, Elise Allen, Andrew Allen 

8/20: Jim LaValley, Jon Hartman, Twila Boydston 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

8/13: Karen & Terry Burross 
8/20: Philip Dudenhoeffer & Sarah Stewart 
AUGUST DIACONATE SERVERS 

Dave Brummett, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Claudine Farrell, Jim & Karen 
LaValley, Sarah Stewart, Andrew & Elise Allen, Twila Boydston, Jon 
Hartman, Diane Spiller, John Buckley, Karen & Terry Burross, Norma 
Hill, Weldon Roberts, Ainslee Buckley. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, August 13, 2017   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, August 14, 2017  
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, August 15, 2017 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
5:00 Prayer Team for Persecuted Christians (Rm 310) 
5:30 Membership Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Education Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
 Rebuilding from Broken Relationships (Rm 222) 
 Substance Abuse (Rm 304)  Parenting (Rm 305 & 306) 
 Grief (Rm 307)     Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 308) 
 Anger Management (Rm 309) 
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, August 16, 2017  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 The Neighborhood Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Showalter home: 4902 Andria) 
Thursday, August 17, 2017 
9:00 CWF Group 3 Birthday Breakfast (IHOP on SW Pkwy) 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
6:30 CMF Dinner & Tribute/Roast of Dave Hartman (Fellowship Hall) 
Sunday, August 20, 2017   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
12:00 Fellowship Luncheon & History Presentation (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, August 21, 2017   
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00 Young Ages School Teacher In-Service (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, August 22, 2017 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
 Rebuilding from Broken Relationships (Rm 222) 
 Substance Abuse (Rm 304)  Parenting (Rm 305 & 306) 
 Grief (Rm 307)     Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 308) 
 Anger Management (Rm 309) 
Wednesday, August 23, 2017  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 The Neighborhood Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, August 24, 2017 
Young Ages School Teacher Visitation Day 
Friday, August 25, 2017 
3:00 Discovery Class Hosting HHH Bike Riders Begins (Gym) 
Saturday, August 26, 2017 
2:30-4:00 Montgomery 70th Wedding Anniversary Reception 
   (Fountain Room at Presbyterian Manor) 
3:00 Discovery Class Hosting HHH Bike Riders Ends (Gym) 


