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REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE 
Philippians 2:1-15  Rev. Renee Hoke 
August 6, 2017 First Christian Church Wichita Falls, Texas 
 
 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was[a] in 
Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8  he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it 
is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without murmuring and arguing, 15 so that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in 
which you shine like stars in the world. 
 
 

The Lion King was the first Disney animated feature to be an original story, 

rather than a movie based on an already existing work. The filmmakers have said 

that the story of The Lion King was inspired by the lives of Joseph and Moses from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_(patriarch)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
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the Bible, and one other famous work—let’s see if you can guess. This is the story 

of a king who is murdered by his brother who then takes the throne, while the 

king’s son broods that the whole thing was his fault. Any guesses? That’s right--

Shakespeare's Hamlet. 

Any great theatrical success has its controversies. After the release of The 

Lion King, 

hyena biologists protested against the animal's portrayal: one hyena researcher went 

so far as to sue Disney studios for defamation of character. Another scientist 

organized the animators' visit to the University of California's Field Station for 

Behavioral Research, where they would observe and sketch captive hyenas. When 

he saw the movie, he suggested that boycotting The Lion King was one way to help 

preserve hyenas in the wild. 

By the way, the voice of Simba in The Lion King belongs to Matthew 

Broderick. After Simba’s father the king is murdered, Simba’s Uncle Scar (voice by 

the late Jeremy Irons) convinces young Simba that he is to blame for his father’s 

death. Simba leaves the pride and goes into hiding. He grows up believing his 

uncle’s lies. Simba loses his identity and his direction and then one night when he is 

engulfed by despair he is visited by Rifiki, the shaman of the Pride Lands. It is a life 

changing conversation. Take a look… 

MOVIE CLIP:  “Mufasa’s Ghost” 

The ghost of Mufasa challenges Simba—“You have forgotten who you are 

and so you have forgotten me.” Rifiki assures Simba that he is the living reflection 

of his father the king. It’s a message close to the heart of our scripture for today. 

You see the Apostle Paul loved the faithful in Philippi more than any other church 

he had planted. His letters are warm and filled with pride. When the young church 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Shakespeare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamlet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defamation_of_character
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Berkeley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boycott
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begins to struggle with conflict, Paul reaches out to draw them back on course in 

their faith journey by reminding them who they are. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus… 
It is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to  
work for his good pleasure. 
 
Because Paul suspects that the Philippians have temporarily forgotten who 

they are and who they follow, he turns to the words of a hymn that would most 

likely have been familiar to everyone. 

                   Let the same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 

 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 

     he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 
 
In his letter, Paul lifts up humility as the distinguishing virtue for Jesus and his 

followers. It’s important for 21st century readers of this text to understand that this 

is a radical, counter-cultural message. In the first century no one would suggest that 

humility as the measure of a man or a woman. 

The Ancient Greeks admired what we might call spiritedness. The spirited 

man defies death in battle, performs deeds of honor, and is respected by those 

whose esteem is worth having. 

Earlier this week NY Times columnist David Brooks wrote about the virtues of 

Ancient Greeks. He noted that the bedrock virtue was courage—the ideal man 

willingly puts himself on the line and risks death and criticism. He is also assertive. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a
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He does not hang back but instead wades into any fray. He is competitive. He looks 

for ways to compete with others, to demonstrate his prowess and to be the best. And 

he is self-confident. He knows his own worth. But he is also sensitive. He is 

outraged if others do not grant him the honor that is his due. 

To be sure, Brooks writes, that list of virtues gave Ancient Greece its 

dynamism. But the Greeks came to realize that these virtuous men were hard to live 

with. They were constantly picking fights and strutting around like peacocks. 

So the Greeks took their list of virtues to the next level. On top of the honor 

code, they gave us the concept of being magnanimous. The magnanimous leader 

possesses all the spirited traits described earlier, but his focus is promoting a just 

social order. The magnanimous man has a certain style. He is a bit aloof, marked 

more by gravitas than familiarity. He shows perfect self-control because he has 

mastered his passions. He does not show his vulnerability. He is eager to grant 

favors but is ashamed of receiving them. His personal life can wither away because 

he has devoted himself to public service. 

Now here’s an interesting side note: 

The magnanimous man living in Greece believed that politics practiced  
well is the noblest of all professions. No other arena requires as much  
wisdom, tenacity, foresight and empathy. No other field places such  
stress on conversation and persuasion. The English word “idiot” comes  
from the ancient Greek word for the person who is uninterested in politics 
 but capable only of running his or her own private affairs. 
 
Our attitude toward politics have clearly changed in the 21st century. 

Brooks’ column on the virtues of Ancient Greece sent me on a search for the 

virtues of Rome in the first century. Here’s what I found: 
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         Authority 
Mercy 
Dignity 
Tenacity 
Frugality 

Gravitas 
Respectability 

Humanity 
Industry 

Duty 

Honesty 
Piety 

Prudence 
Wholesome 
Sternness 

 
 

 
 

 
These are the qualities of life to which every Roman citizen should aspire. 

They are the heart of the Via Romana — the Roman Way — and are thought to be 

those qualities which gave the Roman Republic the moral strength to conquer and 

civilize the world. 

Once again, no mention of humility. For Romans and Greeks in the first 

century, humility was a sign of weakness. When Jesus teaches in Mark 9:35 that 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all” it was a radical, 

counter-cultural messages. Imitating the humility of Jesus Christ was what set the 

Church apart from the very beginning. 

Augustine of Hippo said that, for those who would learn God’s ways, 

“humility is the first thing, the second thing and the third thing.” Eleven hundred 

years later, Martin Luther, when asked to name the three greatest virtues replied, 

“First, humility; second, humility and third, humility.”  

Here’s a comment from the C.S. Lewis Institute, July 2003: 

What is humility? Surprisingly, it is not a poor self-image, nor a denial of one’s 
gifts, abilities and accomplishments. C.S. Lewis describes humility not as having a 
low opinion of one’s talents and character but rather as self-forgetfulness. This 
entails a radical honesty with ourselves about ourselves that begins to free us from 
the denials, pretenses, and false images with which we deceive ourselves.  

 
John Wesley described humility as “…a right judgment of ourselves which 

cleanses our minds from those high conceits of our own perfections, from the undue 

opinions of our own abilities and attainments....” 
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Two thousand years after Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi, we’re still 

challenged to imitate Jesus by practicing humility. We follow the One who invites 

us to empty ourselves and choose to serve rather than to be served. To be sure, it is 

still a counter-cultural virtue. But when we get it right, it is the ultimate freedom. 

It’s how we remember who we are. 


