
1 

OBEDIENCE AND THE FIELD OF DREAMS 
Genesis 6:11-14, 18-21 Rev. Renee Hoke 
July 9, 2017 First Christian Church Wichita Falls, Texas 
 
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence. 12And God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its 
ways upon the earth. 13And God said to Noah, ‘I have determined to make an end 
of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence because of them; now I am going 
to destroy them along with the earth. 14Make yourself an ark of cypress wood; 
make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 
 
18But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark, you, 
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19And of every living thing, 
of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with 
you; they shall be male and female. 20Of the birds according to their kinds, and of 
the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground 
according to its kind, two of every kind shall come in to you, to keep them alive. 
21Also take with you every kind of food that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall 
serve as food for you and for them.’ 
 
 The story of Noah in Genesis 6 has inspired generations of artists. In my 

research this week I found that most of the illustrations fall into two categories: 

First are the paintings of animals entering the ark 

two by two as the lightning flashes overhead and 

the rain begins to fall. This is an illustration 

found in children’s teaching materials for the 

Church of Latter Day Saints. You see Noah 

standing watch as the animals climb into the ark. 

His face is solemn, there is a sense of urgency all around. 
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The other category depicts the other side 

of the flood when a rainbow fills the sky, 

the animals leave the ark, and Noah and 

his family offer up a sacrifice in 

thanksgiving for God’s deliverance. Here 

you see a painting titled “A New Beginning” by the artist Abraham Hunter. 

 What interests me is the story in between those two bookends. What was it 

like for Noah to devote himself completely to a project that must have seemed 

completely ridiculous to the people around him? 

 
 Here’s an illustration from a children’s Sunday School book. Noah is hard 

at work felling trees but it seems that he has stopped for a moment to address the 

crowd that has gathered. They may have gathered because of his unusual project, 

but they could care less about whatever it is Noah is telling them. 
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 Just to be clear, the Bible gives us no details on how the local folks reacted 

to Noah’s construction project. We have construction details and animal details 

and weather details. But the reaction of the crowd—all of whom are on borrowed 

time—is left to our imaginations. The Bible simply says, “Noah did all that the 

Lord commanded him.” 

 In many ways Iowa farmer Ray Kinsella in the movie “Field of Dreams” 

helps us understand what Noah was up against. You remember that Ray is out 

walking in his cornfield one evening when he hears a mysterious voice. “If you 

build it, he will come.” The voice calls to Ray out in the field and in the middle 

of the night. His wife teases him about the voice and the gossip at the feed store 

is all about Ray hearing voices. Ray is pretty much stuck with one mysterious 

message until he has a vision of what it is he’s supposed to build. He’s back out 

in his field one day when he looks up and he can see a baseball diamond up on 

the ridge. Not only that, but he sees the image of Shoeless Joe Jackson, one of his 

father’s heroes, who was banned from baseball for life. Ray believes that if he 

converts part of his cornfield into a baseball park, Shoeless Joe will come and 

play. “If you build it, he will come.” But what are the local townspeople going to 

say about a farmer who plows up valuable farmland in the middle of the growing 

season? 

Movie clip from Field of Dreams:  “Cornfield to Ballfield”   3:09 

 Now you would expect that once Ray completed his ball field, Shoeless Joe 

would be out the next evening for batting practice and Ray’s crazy scheme would 

all make sense those who poked fun at Ray. Not so. He watched out the window 

day after day, through the fall and winter and when the grass turned green again 

in the spring. Finally, as Ray and his wife and working on the family budget one 
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night, Shoeless Joe appears. But that’s not the end of the story. Each 

development leads to another question and before it’s over many lives are 

changed forever. 

 The same is true of Noah. Noah is called by God to play a part in larger 

story of sin and redemption. We don’t know how Noah received the assignment. 

Did God whisper his name in the middle of the night? Did God give Noah a 

vision of the ark to go along with the measurements we find in scripture? And 

what was Noah’s first reaction to the assignment—did he argue with God? Did 

he ask God where exactly he was supposed to find all that lumber and what about 

the tools? If we need all the details to fall into place before we agree to follow 

God’s lead… well that’s not faith, is it? If our standing in the community, our 

social status and reputation is to be protected at all costs, then we will never 

follow God outside our comfort zone and take a risk for the sake of God’s 

kingdom. 

 “And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him.” 

 Bill Bright writing in his book Ten Basic Steps to Christian Maturity, the 

handbook for Campus Crusade for Christ International, insists that the life we 

want begins when we learn to be obedient followers of Jesus Christ. 

 Bright: “Have you ever wondered what God's will is for your life? Have 

you needed to make a difficult decision and wondered what God wanted you to 

do in that situation? 

 “We all struggle with questions about our future. Questions like: How can I 

know God's plan for my life? Which job should I take? Is this the person God 

wants me to marry? Is this a good investment to make? You probably have 

questions you could add to that list. 
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 “The greatest discovery I have ever made concerning how to know the will 

of God involves living a life of obedience to Christ with the help of the Holy 

Spirit. Obedience is the key to inner security and experiencing the presence of 

Christ.” 

 Bright tells the story of a wealthy and influential businessman in California 

he knew who sacrificed everything he had to care for his dying wife. Eventually 

he spent his fortune seeking to find a cure for her disease. 

 By the time Bright learned of their situation, they had lost their entire 

fortune including their palatial home. They were living in modest circumstances 

in a little trailer on a parking lot in Hollywood. 

 “I went to see them with fear and trembling,” Bright remembers. “How in 

the world could I, a healthy, young Christian businessman, identify with this 

poverty-stricken husband? He had already lost his large fortune and was about to 

lose his most precious friend and mate of nearly forty years.” 

 Bright said the trailer was neat as a pin. When he stepped into their humble 

home, it was as though he were entering a corner of heaven. There, sitting beside 

his dying wife, was this man holding her hand. Both of them had radiant faces. 

The joy of the Lord filled the place. 

 “I had come to minister to them, but they ministered to me instead. They 

were trusting God with their lives. I will always remember the peace of heart and 

mind that this couple enjoyed because they had learned to trust and obey the will 

and ways of God even in the midst of tragedy.” 

 Through the years, Bright says he has become increasingly convinced that 

there are no unhappy obedient Christians. Furthermore, he says he has never met 

a person living a disobedient life who can honestly say that he is happy. “I have 
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observed many Christians like the businessman and his dying wife, however, 

who have found peace and blessing in tough times because they were walking 

with God in faith and obedience.” 

 In the last evening Jesus spends with his disciples before his arrest he talks 

again and again about obedience. 

 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 

 “They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 

me.” 

 “Those who love me will keep my word.” 

 “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.”                  John 14-15 

 If obedience is the key to inner security and knowing the will of God, how 

do we get there? The Bible is an awesome instruction manual for righteous 

living, but wading through an instruction manual is daunting. I prefer the “Quick 

Start Guide” when I buy a new appliance—much easier than reading an entire 

owner’s manual. I believe the Sermon on the Mount is the “Quick Start Guide” to 

the teachings of Jesus. Matthew chapters 5-7 give us a distilled understanding of 

the heart of Jesus’ message. Let me suggest that you make the Sermon on the 

Mount your devotional material for the remainder of the summer. Let us seek the 

same obedience that Noah demonstrated, the same willingness to follow where 

God leads despite the risk. 

 May God bless our journey toward an obedient life. 


